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the kiss of that peace which knows not
understanding.

And when a deep tranquility of soul

has brought a new warm assurance to

minds that were troubled and hearts

that were torn, those numerous could
repeat with beloved Job:

"For I know that my redeemer liveth,

and that he shall stand at the latter day
upon the earth:

"And though after my skin worms
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall

I see God:
"Whom I shall see for myself, and

mine eyes shall behold. . . ." (Job
19:25-27.)

Job had expressed the wish that his

testimony could be printed in books
and cut into stone for the generations

following him to read. His wish was
granted, for peace has come into many
souls as they have read his strong

testimony.

Vision of John

And in conclusion, let me read the
vision of John the Revelator:

"And I saw the dead, small and
great, stand before God; and the books

were opened: and another book was
opened, which is the book of life: and
the dead were judged out of those things

which were written in the books, ac-

cording to their works.

"And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and hell de-

livered up the dead which were in

them: and they were judged every man
according to their works." (Rev. 20:12-

13.)

And as the living, verdant spring

follows the dismal, death-like winter,

all nature proclaims the divinity of

the risen Lord, that he was Creator,

that he is the Savior of the world, that

he is the very Son of God.
And this I testify, also, in the name

of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Joseph Fielding Smith

We have just listened to Elder Spen-
cer W. Kimball of the Council of the

Twelve.
Elder Alma Sonne, Assistant to the

Twelve, will now address us. He will

be followed by Elder Victor L. Brown,
second counselor in the Presiding

Bishopric.
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Someone has said, "The character

of Jesus is a picture that stands by
itself." There is no one with whom
he can be compared. He said and did

the right thing at the right time and
in the right way. He made no mis-
takes in his teachings. He was great

in action and in moral excellence. His
Sermon on the Mount will live for-

ever, for it is founded on truth. His
message to the world is the gospel of

salvation.

Leadership of Jesus Christ

His life had been an open book, his

public ministry was to the rich and
the poor, his miracles were performed
before eyewitnesses, and his testimony
had been heard throughout Galilee and
Judea. He was the Messiah about

whom the prophets had spoken, but
he was rejected by his own. He is still

rejected, even by many of those who
claim to be his followers.

The true Christian Church accepts

without reservation the leadership of

Jesus Christ. Many things have been
said and written about him. His
memory is everywhere, and his words
are quoted by believers and unbelievers.

He cannot and will not be expelled

from the earth. He made this clear

during his ministry among the Jews
in the meridian of time.

The Latter-day Saints believe in the

divine mission of the Savior. The very

first principle of the restored gospel is

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is

the foundation of true worship. With-
out him there could be no gospel of



32
Friday, April 4

salvation. He is its author. His gospel

is the same yesterday, today, and for-

ever. It originated in the heavens and
was restored to the earth in these

modern times through Joseph Smith,

the Prophet.

A plan of life

At this Easter time we remind our-

selves of his resurrection; that he sub-

mitted a plan of life, and chose 12

apostles and authorized them to preach

his gospel of salvation and to establish

his Church upon the earth. He de-

livered the greatest sermon ever

preached, broad and comprehensive
enough to reach the heart of humanity.
It applies to all classes, for "God is no
respecter of persons." (Acts 10:34.) No
one will escape his loving watchcare.

His commandments are guideposts.

They are solemn reminders of our rela-

tionships to our Heavenly Father. We
are his children, his offspring, and are

accountable to him. He said to Abra-
ham: "And we will prove them here-

with, to see if they will do all things

whatsoever the Lord their God shall

command them." (Abr. 3:25.)

Individual salvation

We believe in individual salvation.

In other words, man must strive for a

place in the hereafter if he wishes to

obtain the salvation promised to the

faithful. It will not come without

effort, without prayerful searching and
diligent application of those principles

and procedures outlined in the holy

scriptures.

The other day I talked with a man
who was not of us. He was glib and
talkative in his ridicule of the Word
of Wisdom. "A curtailment," he said,

"of our personal liberties." He justi-

fied, for instance, the use of tobacco.

"Do you know what the Word of Wis-
dom says about tobacco?" I asked. He
was not sure. I quoted from the eighth

verse of Section 89 of the Doctrine and
Covenants in which it states that "to-

bacco ... is not good for man."
This is but one of the truths taught

by the Church. We teach a gospel of

truth. Its very foundation is truth. It

is not only necessary to know the truth.
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It must also be accepted and introduced

into the lives of those who aspire to

eternal life. To deny the truth, there-

fore, is to deny God's power in the

universe.

We often sing the well-known hymn
authored by John Jaques, "OI Say,

What Is Truth?"

"Then say, what is truth? 'Tis the last

and the first,

For the limits of time it steps o'er.

Though the heavens depart and the

earth's fountains burst,

Truth, the sum of existence, will

weather the worst,

Eternal, unchanged, evermore."

(Hymns, No. 143.)

A gospel of truth

The gospel of Jesus Christ, restored

to earth through the Prophet Joseph
Smith, is a gospel of truth. It has

survived much opposition and criticism,

but no compromises have been neces-

sary. It stands like a bulwark against

error and falsehood. Jesus knew this

when he told Peter that the "gates of

hell shall not prevail against it." (Matt.

16:18.) Also, he said: "Heaven and
earth shall pass away: but my words
shall not pass away." (Mark 13:31.)

The millennial reign will be ushered
in when God's program has reached a

certain point, known to him alone.

There is much to do, brothers and
sisters. The warnings to the nations

must continue to go forth, for even-

tually every knee shall bow and every

tongue confess that Jesus is the Christ.

God's work will not fail. Truth will

triumph even against tremendous odds.

Missionary enterprise

Christ's teachings are sound and
soul inspiring; they were confined to

no worldly ambitions. His program
makes for peace and good will, and he
advocated a faith that creates courage

and strength. His missionary enter-

prise was the greatest project ever

launched. I quote: "All power is given

unto me in heaven and in earth.

"Go ye therefore, and teach all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of

the Father, and of the Son, and of the

Holy Ghost:
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"Teaching them to observe all things

whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world." (Matt. 28:18-

20.)

Or, as Mark puts it: "Go ye into all

the world, and preach the gospel to

every creature." (Mark 16:15.)

Gospel can redeem mankind

Nothing short of the gospel of Jesus

Christ can redeem mankind. The Lord
Jesus set before us the only pattern of

life which will save and exalt his

children. His words are always timely
and authoritative. The truths he
taught and all he did constitute the

gospel in its fullness.

The atonement wrought out by the

Lord on Calvary is the greatest contri-

bution ever made to the human race.

It opened the door to life everlasting. It

gave men and women the chance to

possess their bodies forever. John, in his

testimony to the world, made it clear

when he said: ". . . all that are in their

graves shall hear his voice,

"And shall come forth; they that

have done good, unto the resurrection

of life; and they that have done evil,

unto the resurrection of damnation."

(John 5:28-29.)

May we walk in the light with him
I pray humbly in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President Joseph Fielding Smith

We have just heard from Elder Alma
Sonne, Assistant to the Council of the

Twelve.
We shall now hear from Elder

Victor L. Brown, second counselor in

the Presiding Bishopric.
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A letter came to my desk yesterday

addressed to me from some wonder-
ful teenagers. I would like to read just

one line from that letter: "We wish
you the best of luck with your talk in

conference, and hope that you will

relate your address to us as young
people in some way."

I pray that my message may be re-

lated to the young people as well as

the older people.

Widow's tithing

The other day I received a telephone

call from one of our bishops. He said

his clerk had opened a donation enve-
lope containing a check of many hun-
dreds of dollars. It was from a young
mother who had recently been widowed
through an automobile accident. This
was the second time she had been
widowed, even though she was still a

young woman. She had been injured

in the accident that took her husband's
life, and had not yet completely recov-

ered her health. She had a family of

young children. The check represented

a tithe on the insurance settlement she

had received from her husband's death.

The clerk questioned the bishop, sug-

gesting she needed the money more
than the Church, and asked if it would
be proper to return the check to permit

her to use the money for her own needs.

Perhaps many would ask the same
question. May I suggest an answer by
asking another question: What did

this young mother need more than
money? She needed a blessing, the

kind money cannot buy, a blessing of

peace and comfort, of assurance, of

faith, of security. She obviously was
acquainted with this scripture:

"Bring ye all the tithes into the

storehouse, that there may be meat in

mine house, and prove me now here-

with, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will

not open you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing, that there

shall not be room enough to receive

it." (Mai. 3:10.)

Yes, she was more than acquainted
with this promise. She was converted.

She accepted the Lord at his word.
Another scripture, I believe, had great

meaning to her:


