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"Teaching them to observe all things

whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world." (Matt. 28:18-

20.)

Or, as Mark puts it: "Go ye into all

the world, and preach the gospel to

every creature." (Mark 16:15.)

Gospel can redeem mankind

Nothing short of the gospel of Jesus

Christ can redeem mankind. The Lord
Jesus set before us the only pattern of

life which will save and exalt his

children. His words are always timely
and authoritative. The truths he
taught and all he did constitute the

gospel in its fullness.

The atonement wrought out by the

Lord on Calvary is the greatest contri-

bution ever made to the human race.

It opened the door to life everlasting. It

gave men and women the chance to

possess their bodies forever. John, in his

testimony to the world, made it clear

when he said: ". . . all that are in their

graves shall hear his voice,

"And shall come forth; they that

have done good, unto the resurrection

of life; and they that have done evil,

unto the resurrection of damnation."

(John 5:28-29.)

May we walk in the light with him
I pray humbly in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President Joseph Fielding Smith

We have just heard from Elder Alma
Sonne, Assistant to the Council of the

Twelve.
We shall now hear from Elder

Victor L. Brown, second counselor in

the Presiding Bishopric.

BISHOP VICTOR L. BROWN

Of the Presiding Bishopric

A letter came to my desk yesterday

addressed to me from some wonder-
ful teenagers. I would like to read just

one line from that letter: "We wish
you the best of luck with your talk in

conference, and hope that you will

relate your address to us as young
people in some way."

I pray that my message may be re-

lated to the young people as well as

the older people.

Widow's tithing

The other day I received a telephone

call from one of our bishops. He said

his clerk had opened a donation enve-
lope containing a check of many hun-
dreds of dollars. It was from a young
mother who had recently been widowed
through an automobile accident. This
was the second time she had been
widowed, even though she was still a

young woman. She had been injured

in the accident that took her husband's
life, and had not yet completely recov-

ered her health. She had a family of

young children. The check represented

a tithe on the insurance settlement she

had received from her husband's death.

The clerk questioned the bishop, sug-

gesting she needed the money more
than the Church, and asked if it would
be proper to return the check to permit

her to use the money for her own needs.

Perhaps many would ask the same
question. May I suggest an answer by
asking another question: What did

this young mother need more than
money? She needed a blessing, the

kind money cannot buy, a blessing of

peace and comfort, of assurance, of

faith, of security. She obviously was
acquainted with this scripture:

"Bring ye all the tithes into the

storehouse, that there may be meat in

mine house, and prove me now here-

with, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will

not open you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing, that there

shall not be room enough to receive

it." (Mai. 3:10.)

Yes, she was more than acquainted
with this promise. She was converted.

She accepted the Lord at his word.
Another scripture, I believe, had great

meaning to her:
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'There is a law, irrevocably decreed
in heaven before the foundations of

this world, upon which all blessings

are predicated

—

"And when we obtain any blessing

from God, it is by obedience to that

law upon which it is predicated."

(D&C 130:20-21.)

Principle of tithing

Tithing is not a new principle. We
are told that tithing was practiced as

early as Abraham's time. The prophet
Alma, in his discourses to his people,

told them:
"And it was this same Melchizedek

to whom Abraham paid tithes; yea,

even our father Abraham paid tithes

of one-tenth part of all he possessed."

(Al. 13:15.)

We read in another sacred scripture

what the Lord said to a modern-day
prophet:

''Verily, thus saith the Lord, I re-

quire all their surplus property to be
put into the hands of the bishop of my
church in Zion,

"For the building of mine house, and
for the laying of the foundation of Zion
and for the priesthood, and for the
debts of the Presidency of my Church.
"And this shall be the beginning of

the tithing of my people." (D&C
119:1-3.)

This, then, was the beginning of

tithing in our day. It is not expected

that we now give all of our surplus.

The Lord goes on to tell us what is

expected of us now:
"And after that, those who have

thus been tithed shall pay one-tenth

of all their interest annually; and this

shall be a standing law unto them
forever, for my holy priesthood, saith

the Lord." (D&C 119:4.)

President Joseph F. Smith's

explanation

Many ask what is one tenth of all

our interest. Perhaps President Joseph
F. Smith can help us understand. He
said, among other things, as he de-

livered his concluding address in the

closing session of general conference

April 9, 1899, in speaking of Abraham's
willingness to sacrifice his son Isaac

on the altar:
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"He [meaning the Lord] wanted to

put His servant to the test; to know
whether he was willing to sacrifice

himself or not in obedience to the

requirements of heaven. That is what
God wants in relation to this principle

of tithing. He wants to know whether
we will do our duty or not, and
whether we will be honest or dishonest
with Him. Every man is left to be his

own judge as to what he calls his

tithing, and there is a great variety of

opinion as to what a tithing is. A
man who works for wages and devotes

his whole time to the service of his

employer; and receives $1,000 or $2,000
a year for his salary, it is an easy mat-
ter for him to tell how much he owes
for tithing. If I earned $2,000 a year,

I should know that my tithing was just

one-tenth of that. And I would not
take out what it had cost me to feed

and clothe myself and to pay all the

expenses necessary to the maintenance
of my family before I reckoned with
the Lord as to what belonged to Him.
Two hundred dollars would be my
honest tithing, would it not? That is

the way I look at it."

He then goes on to discuss how a

farmer might compute his tithing and
how some people subtract their living

expenses, tithing only their net in-

come. Then, continuing in the words
of President Smith:
"Now, you are at liberty to do as you

please in regard to this matter. You
can choose whichever course you wish.

But let me say to you that as we
measure out, so will it be measured
back unto us again. When we go to

dickering with the Lord, probably He
will dicker with us, and if He under-

takes to do so, we shall get the worst

of it." (Conference Report, April 1899,

pp. 68-69.)

As President Smith tells us, the

burden of responsibility as to whether
or not we are full, honest tithepayers

rests squarely on our shoulders. If it

were not so, how could the Lord really

know of our true character and love

for him?

Testimonies on tithepaying

Sometime ago a stake president bore

his testimony to me regarding tithing.
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He said that during World War II he
had been a prisoner of war in China.
He held the Aaronic Priesthood at that

time. He promised the Lord he would
pay his obligations to him for the

rest of his life if only his life were
spared. Upon release from the prison

camp, he collected his accumulated
military pay, reported to his bishop,

and paid tithing on all prior earnings.

He then said, "I have paid ten percent

on everything I have earned since, and
I pay ten percent of that for fear I

might have missed something."

A few years ago I was a counselor

in a stake presidency. The stake presi-

dent, in reviewing the tithing record

of ward and branch officers, noticed

what appeared to be an excessively

high tithe paid by a man of very hum-
ble circumstances. He was a wonder-
ful Spanish-American brother who had
a large family. He was sustaining a

son on a mission. His only source of

income was a small ditch-digging busi-

ness. Thinking that he might not

understand the principle of tithing, we
called him in to explain. At the con-

clusion of our discussion, he said: "Yes,

brethren, I understand; but, you see,

the Lord has been so good to me and
my family that I pay ten percent of

the income of my business, not the

money I take from it. You wouldn't
deny me the blessing of trying to re-

pay the Lord, would you?"

Lesson on tithing

President George Albert Smith
teaches a very interesting and basic

lesson on tithing in the story of a

generous man. He tells us that a

boyhood friend whom he had not seen

for some time accompanied him to a

stake conference. Over the years his

friend had achieved success in the

financial world. As they were driving

home, he turned to President Smith
and said:

"'You know, I have heard many
things in this conference, but there is

only one thing that I do not understand
the way you do.'

"I said: 'What is it?'

" 'Well,' he said, 'it is about paying
tithing.'

"He thought I would ask him how

he paid his tithing, but I did not. I

thought if he wanted to tell me, he
would. He said: 'Would you like me
to tell you how I pay my tihing?'

"I said, 'If you want to, you may.'

'"Well,' he said, 'if I make ten

thousand dollars in a year, I put a

thousand dollars in the bank for tith-

ing. I know why it's there. Then when
the bishop comes and wants me to

make a contribution for the chapel or

give him a check for a missionary who
is going away, if I think he needs the

money, I give him a check. If a fam-
ily in the ward is in distress and needs
coal or food or clothing or anything

else, I write out a check. If I find a
boy or a girl who is having difficulty

getting through school in the East,

I send a check. Little by little I exhaust

the thousand dollars, and every dollar

of it has gone where I know it has
done some good. Now, what do you
think of that?'

" Well,' I said, 'do you want me to

tell you what I think of it?'

"He said, 'Yes.'

"I said: 'I think you are a very gener-

ous man with someone else's property.'

And he nearly tipped the car over.

"He said, 'What do you mean?'

"I said, 'You have an idea that

you have paid your tithing?'

'"Yes,' he said.

"I said, 'You have not paid any
tithing. You have told me what you
have done with the Lord's money, but
you have not told me that you have
given anyone a penny of your own.
He is the best partner you have in the
world. He gives you everything you
have, even the air you breathe. He has
said you should take one-tenth of what
comes to you and give it to the Church
as directed by the Lord. You haven't
done that; you have taken your best
partner's money, and given it away.'

"Well, I will tell you there was
quiet in the car for some time. We
rode on to Salt Lake City and talked
about other things.

"About a month after that I met him
on the street. He came up, put his

arm in mine, and said: 'Brother Smith,
I am paying my tithing the same way
you do.' I was very happy to hear that.

"Not long before he died, he came
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into my office to tell me what he was
doing with his own money." (George

Albert Smith, Sharing the Gospel with
Others, pp. 44-47.)

The earth is the Lord's

The psalmist has said:

"The earth is the Lord's, and the

fulness thereof; the world, and they

that dwell therein." (Ps. 24:1.)

All he asks is that we return to him
ten percent of that which is already

his, adding that he will open the win-
dows of heaven and pour out blessings,

that we shall not have room enough to

receive them. It is my witness, breth-

ren and sisters, that this is a divine law
and that many blessings from on high
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come through obedience to it, in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Joseph Fielding Smith

The brother to whom we have just

listened is Brother Victor L. Brown of

the Presiding Bishopric.

The congregation and chorus will

now join in singing "High on the

Mountain Top," after which Elder
Henry D. Taylor, Assistant to the

Twelve, will be our speaker.

The congregation sang the hymn,
"High on the Mountain Top."

ELDER HENRY D. TAYLOR

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

From its beginning, the Church has

constantly stressed the importance of

the home. Homes can be heaven here

on earth. Where love is present in a
home, it can and will be a happy home.

The principle of love

When the Savior was here filling his

earthly mission, he gave strong empha-
sis to the principle of love. At one time

a learned man, a lawyer, approached
him and asked: "Master, which is the

great commandment in the law?

"Jesus said to him, Thou shalt love

the Lord thy God with all thy heart,

and with all thy soul, and with all thy

mind.

"This is the first and great com-
mandment.

"And the second is like unto it, Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself."

Then, to give added strength to his

words, he added: "On these two com-
mandments hang all the law and the
prophets." (Matt. 22:36-40.)

On another occasion the Lord taught
that in addition to loving God our
Father in heaven and our neighbor, we
should also love even our enemies.
With our human frailties and preju-

dices, that becomes a real challenge.

Here is the counsel of the Lord: "Love
your enemies, bless them that curse

you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despitefully

use you, and persecute you." (Matt.

5:44.)

An American statesman once made
this remark: "Destroy your enemies by
making friends of them."

Then another has said: "You should
be kind to your enemies, because you
are the one who made them."

The Lord has given strong counsel
to husbands concerning their wives.

Here is his command: "Thou shalt love

thy wife with all thy heart, and shalt

cleave unto her and none else." (D&C
42:22.)

Charity and love

Consider now another phase of this

great virtue—love—and its relation-

ship to charity.

Charity and love, in some respects,

seem to be synonymous. The ancient

prophet Moroni made this point clear

when he quoted his father, Mormon:
". . . if ye have not charity, ye are

nothing. . . . But charity is the pure


