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a wide-ranging missionary system that

enables people throughout the world
to hear the message of the restoration

of the gospel of Jesus Christ. To the

truth of that message I humbly bear

my own witness in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

President Hugh B. Brown of the First

Presidency has just spoken to us.

The Tabernacle Choir will sing

"Glorious Is The King." Following the

singing President Alvin R. Dyer, a
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counselor in the First Presidency, will

speak to us.

The Tabernacle Choir sang the num-
ber, "Glorious Is the King."

President N. Eldon Tanner

To those who have just tuned in on
this conference we extend a most
hearty welcome.

President Alvin R. Dyer of the First

Presidency will now address us.

PRESIDENT ALVIN R. DYER

Counselor in the First Presidency

Once again, my brothers and sisters,

we are feeling the surge and influence

of this great conference of the Church.
I am grateful with you that President

McKay is listening and watching this

broadcast.

The precepts of men

The prophet Nephi once spoke of

the woeful condition of mankind when
deceived by the precepts of men. Said

he:
".

. . wo be unto him that hearken-

eth unto the precepts of men, and
denieth the power of God, and the gift

of the Holy Ghost!" (2 Ne. 28:26.)

The Lord has warned his people of

the penetration of evil in the last days,

"seeking to destroy the souls of men."
(D&C 10:27.)

We can see the need of these warn-

ings in the evil trends that are de-

teriorating man's sense of decency and
moral standards.

The divine declaration, which gives

unto man the right of moral agency as

once declared
—

"Behold, the man is

become as one of us, to know good and
evil" (Gen. 3:22)—has come under

question, and man is seeking by the

concepts of men to destroy moral
agency by creating what they have
chosen to call the "new morality." If

we accept the evil doctrines of slanted

educational programs, we will witness

a breakdown of morals that could bring
about a depraved new social order.

The "new morality"

The "new morality" denies distinc-

tions between right or wrong, good or

evil, substituting a code that decides

the right or wrong of behavior accord-

ing to human need, regardless of what
that need is distorted to be.

If we accept the teachings of this

concept, it could lead to a society

burdened with mass control based upon
principles of unrighteous dominion
over the individual. It is well known
that a communistic philosophy would
like to see this succeed in America and
throughout the world.

Sex education programs

These deceptive and shadowed ob-
jectives of well-propagandized pro-

grams are moving at a very rapid clip.

The first to which I refer is sex educa-
tion or family life education, which is

placing emphasis on raw sex in the
school classroom, creating widespread
contention, causing deep concern
among parents and leaders.

The programmers of this type of sex

education, aware of resistance, are

fortified with worked-out methods to

deal with parental and community
opposition. This matter needs the

serious concern of an aroused public
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to deny the use of such materials and
more firmly establish sound moral
teachings in the fields of physiology

and hygiene, as now provided by pub-
lic school law.

The National Education Association

and American Medical Association's

endorsement of a maturation educa-
tional program seems to have stepped

up the activity of such organizations as

the Sex Information and Education
Council of the United States (known
as SIECUS) and the School Health
Education Studies (known as SHES),
with others, particularly those that are

integrated in family life education

courses.

With ominous precision, reputable

publishing houses are competing in

this untapped market with expertly

prepared materials, films, and teaching

aids of all sorts. Herein, because of its

sensational marketable value, is a for-

midable danger.

False images in the life of the very
young will result from their idea to

teach facts of reproduction before youth
are emotionally involved. The mis-

guided fostering of sex education in the

classroom on the basis that it will

lessen sex ignorance and reduce ille-

gitimate pregnancy, venereal disease,

and related problems has no basis for

sound conclusions. Actual experience

has proven the results to be just the

opposite.

Classroom programs

Based on the slanted experience of

foreign countries, whence the idea has
come, infiltrations into the classroom

have already been made in certain

areas. Others have it under study and
have launched pilot programs. Legis-

lators throughout the country are being
besieged for legislation to make it legal;

some, most fortunately, to prevent it.

An article in Look magazine tells of

sex education in a foreign country, in-

ferring that America is far behind in
the new order. This article contains

perverted concepts of morals from
those who would fill the school class-

room with a complete expose of sex.

To accomplish this, the article suggests

the need of a welfare state, to take over

certain responsibilities of parents. I

quote:

"The welfare state has taken over

many economic responsibilities of the

parents. We are all becoming that kind
of society. . . . You can spot trends that

may have a chance to become domi-
nant in other countries. In sex educa-
tion, there are some local programs
that are very good, but most of the

United States has nothing.

"The Contraceptive Society is now
here and can be pushed back as little

as the industrialized society and the
automobile."1

The "new morality" requires that

young people solve their own sex prob-
lems without the help of teachers

or parents. What is moral and what is

not moral, or whether morality is in-

volved at all, is to be decided by the
student. The most surprising and
devastating of all is the effort that is

being made to isolate sex education as

being completely devoid of moral re-

sponsibility, fear, inhibitions, and
emotional restraints.

"Whether used by those who are

skilled or unskilled, any teachings that

describe and illustrate human repro-

ductive organs and their functions, and
any teachings that are directly counter

to standards of sexual morality, do not
harmonize with the gospel, and the

Church is therefore opposed to such.

They are void of respect and reverence

for the opposite sex, life, birth, and
parenthood.

Results in other countries

We can measure what will happen
in America by the experience and re-

sults in other countries that have been
saturated with sex education in the

school classroom. These statistics apply
to one of the countries:

85% of the people believe in sex

relations without marriage.

98% have had premarital relations.2

50% of the brides who kneel at the

altar are pregnant at the time.8

The majority of women want free

and unrestricted abortions.4

Concerning venereal disease, caused

no doubt by the impact of sex educa-

tion in this particular country, one
report reveals the fact that "gonorrhea
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and syphilis are more widespread than
in any other civilized country in the

world."5 Another report simply de-

scribes it as "catastrophic."6 Yet the

programmers of sex education are

trying to tell us that it will curb

venereal disease.

Illegitimate births, which, according

to SIECUS propaganda, will be re-

duced by sex education, actually in-

creased by nearly 50% in the country

referred to.7

To claim any real benefits from such
a system would not only need a so-

called "brain washing" from the
earliest ages up, but would also require

individuals to make choices without
recognizing moral consequences.

Sensitivity training

Moving forward under the umbrella
of the "new morality" is sensitivity

training, which, as a tool to shape
human behavior, can be, and is, used
to ends that are inconsistent with gos-

pel principles. Certain methods of

sensitivity training develop a form of

induced hysteria, meant to break down
morals, manners, and the traditions of

civility. Such approaches can do infi-

nite harm, especially to young people.

As we view sensitivity training and
other group psychology designed for

interclass communication affecting the

character and personal life of the indi-

vidual (such as is done in T-group
training, group dynamics, auto-criti-

cism, basic encounter group, self-

honesty session, and human potential

workshop), emphasizing mass or con-
sensus decision, well might we ask the

question, What has happened to the

unfortunate individual?

Personal agency jeopardized

The greatest gift from God unto his

children is that of personal agency. It

is the foundation of spiritual culture,

the principle upon which our Consti-

tution was founded, and is the under-

lying obligation of our school system

to maintain, yet we see it being jeop-

ardized in the teaching methods of

sensitivity training.

There are three main points of the

group criticism techniques that show

Second Day

how the rights of the individual may
be submerged:

1. An atmosphere is created by the

participants to open up their behavior

to the examination of others. This
plays down self-reliance.

2. Steps are taken to unfreeze or

destroy old values, which have been
adhered to individually, and substitute

mass decisions, which yield to the

strongest personality of the group.

3. Gradually members may unlearn
moral reactions and then experiment

with new responses, adopting what
they call the "new morality," which
has no morals in it.

We hear the phrase, "If therapy is

good for people in trouble, then it is

bound to be as good or better for people

who function well." As to this, I would
say, woe be unto the medical doctor

who would prescribe drugs and surgery

for the hale and hearty.

Group criticism sessions are sugges-

tive of methods developed by Mao's

Red Guards, where participants are

exhorted to public confession and are

encouraged to denounce one another,

all for the purpose of breaking the

will. One thinks also of Nazi methods

of "strength through joy" fun and
games. Sensitivity training is a device

used throughout Communist countries.

Church methods preserve rights

Sex education and sensitivity train-

ing teaching methods, when abusively

used, not only break down barriers of

privacy, but also provide the tech-

niques for mass, rather than personal,

decision. This tends to destroy the

agency of man and is therefore evil in

concept.

Church behavioral methods such as

testimony meetings, priesthood and
missionary report meetings, oral evalu-

ations, and self-evaluations and con-

fession emphasize the importance of,

and preserve the rights of, the indi-

vidual.

It will be of interest to know that

sensitivity training has been ruled out

as a teaching method in our Church
institutes and seminaries.

Flexibility in marriage laws

A third deadly movement that is



PRESIDENT ALVIN R. DYER 57

surging forward anew, to become
united with other evil forces, is that

of greater flexibility in marriage laws,

which attempt to liberalize that which
is already immorally liberal. A Min-
istry of Education's medical officer

describes unchastity as not in his view
unchaste, as associated with out-of-

wedlock immoral activity.

A noted judge who has heard some
25,000 divorce cases tells of the imma-
turity of many early marriages. "If

people," said he, "spent as much time
contemplating marriage as they do
buying a car or a house, they would be
better off." In concluding his remarks,

however, he suggests a period of "trial

marriage," which nullifies his proper
advice. Concerning this he said: "And
there's much to be said for trial mar-
riage, especially since the pill is in
such widespread use."8

Can you contemplate with me the
effects of a trial marriage system upon
morals? The very idea of it fits the
"new morality" concept and becomes
a part of evil principles we must be
alert to.

"Youth for alcohol" movement

The "youth for alcohol" movement
is gaining momentum. The magazine
Today's Health, published by the
American Medical Association, reports

a discussion on the subject, "Should
Children Be Taught to Drink?" All
members of the panel, in one way or
another, favored the introduction of
alcohol in the life of youth, even at
the age of four years, as a prevention
of alcoholism.

One panelist made this comment:
"The parent has the responsibility to
provide a healthy total atmosphere for

the child. This involves a lot of areas,

including alcohol."9

It must be obvious, even to these

noted specialists, that such a program
would only intensify the misery that

it would erroneously try to correct.

Opposition to evil influences

We must not be insensible to evil

influences that are being thrust upon
us by the perverted principles of sex

education, sensitivity training, youth

for alcohol, and any flexibilities in

the sacredness of marriage, which are

challenging moral decency and righ-

teousness. We must unite our efforts,

by organized parental councils with
fathers taking part, through school

boards, textbook committees, and prop-

er legislation, to vigorously oppose

such programming.
May we be reminded of the prime

role that parents have in teaching chil-

dren principles of truth and right.

From divine inspiration have come
these words to safeguard us indi-

vidually: ". . . let virtue garnish thy

thoughts unceasingly; then shall thy
confidence wax strong in the presence

of God." (D&C 121:45. Italics added.)

Pattern of gospel laws

The Lord has told us to live by the

pattern of gospel laws. Said he: "And
again, I will give unto you a pattern

in all things, that ye may not be de-

ceived; for Satan is abroad in the land,

and he goeth forth deceiving the na-
tions." (D&C 52:14.)

Let us be mindful of these prophetic

words, speaking of the evil one:
".

. . he shall speak great words against

the most high, and shall wear out the

saints . . . and think to change times

and laws." (Dan. 7:25.)

I bear testimony to the fact that if

we will keep our place secure in the

kingdom of God, if we are to safe-

guard our children against the evils of

the day, we must walk in paths of

righteousness and keep close to that

way of life found in the pattern of the

gospel of Jesus Christ. Of this I testify,

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
FOOTNOTES

*J. Robert Moskin, "The Contraceptive Society,"

Look, February 4, 1969, p. 53.

Hbid., p. 50.

"U.S. News and World Report, March 17, 1969.

pp. 48ff.

tLook, op. cit., p. 50.

^American Opinion, March 1969.

*U.S. News and World Report, op. cit.

mid., p. 51.
8Judge Tom Williams, quoted in "Intelligence

Report," Parade, February 16, 1969, p. 8.

'Today's Health, February 1969, pp. 46EF.

The Tabernacle Choir sang the

number, "God So Loved the World."


