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of God, born in Bethlehem of Judea,

who walked the earth as the promised

Messiah, who was lifted up upon the

cross, who gave his life as an atoning

sacrifice for the sins of mankind, our
Savior, our Redeemer, the one sure

hope of mankind, the Resurrection and
the Life.

God bless us with increased faith in

these great truths, I humbly pray in

his holy name, even the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

He to whom we have just listened

is Elder Gordon B. Hinckley of the
Council of the Twelve.
The Tabernacle Choir will sing

"Sleepers, Wake, for Night Is Flying,"

following which there will be a brief

organ interlude.
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The Tabernacle Choir sang the num-
ber, "Sleepers, Wake, for Night Is

Flying," following which there was an
organ interlude.

The Choir then sang "We Bow Our
Head in Reverence," and "More Holi-

ness Give Me."

President N. Eldon Tanner

We welcome those of the television

and radio audiences who have just

joined us in the proceedings of this

conference.

Our concluding speaker will be
Elder Mark E. Petersen of the Council
of the Twelve.

ELDER MARK E. PETERSEN

Of the Council of the Twelve

We Latter-day Saints believe in the

Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us all

and was raised the third day after-

ward, in a physical, bodily resur-

rection. We believe that he has given

us a way of life that will bring joy and
happiness to all who truly follow him.
But without obedience to his laws,

we cannot hope to receive his blessings.

The law of chastity

I wish at this time to refer to one
of his divine statutes, which is binding
upon all mankind, but which is widely
disregarded. It is that pertaining to

our moral conduct.

Humanity will rise or fall through
its attitude toward the law of chastity.

If the world will honor virtue, it can
expect to receive God's blessings; but
if it persists in the practice of sodomy,
adultery, and other perversions, it can
expect only destruction, for the wage
of sin is death.

It is this awesome fact that should
frighten at least the Christian world
into a realization that we are being
hurled into an abyss of moral degra-

dation.

The so-called sex revolution is de-

stroying us.

In a recent edition of the Sacramento
Union, an editorial warned that the

stench of moral decay has become
intolerable. It called for a reestablish-

ment of the divine code of chastity

before everything is lost.

The Chicago Tribune recently re-

ported that venereal infection is now
the nation's leading communicable
disease, which is another index to the

extent of our moral breakdown. Three
thousand new cases of this dreadful

plague are contracted in America every

day, more than half of them among
teenagers.

Standards of right and wrong

As people change their standards of

right and wrong, they begin to sup-

pose that what was sin a generation

ago is no longer so, that standards are

relative things that may be altered at

will through usage and desire, and
that old-fashioned goodness now has

turned into priggishness.

Many actually seem to think that

the popular trend is what determines
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right or wrong, and that moral values

change with public sentiment.

A mother recently wrote to a medi-
cal doctor who conducts a newspaper
column and asked whether she should
provide her daughter with a supply of

"the pill" as she left to attend a board-

ing school. In writing to the doctor, the

mother said:

"Personally I don't approve of sexual

relations outside of marriage, but I

wonder if I should be realistic and
supply my daughter with birth control

pills, just in case."

Can any mother in her right mind
take such a position? Has the writer

of this letter never taught her daughter
the Lord's law of chastity? Why does

she dread pregnancy but apparently
have no great aversion to her daugh-
ter's loss of virtue?

Was this girl never taught about her
bodily functions in the sanctity of a
good home?

Teaching the facts of life

All children need to be taught the
facts of life, but where that teaching is

to be given has become a source of

great controversy. Should it be pro-
vided publicly or in the privacy of the
home?

Is it wise to give it openly in such
a way as to create a desire for corrup-

tion?

Is it to be merged with the so-called

sex revolution that already has brought
about the greatest moral decline in

our age, with a plague of social disease

in its wake? Or can it more properly
be used to teach a nation chastity and
sobriety?

Have you ever asked yourselves why
this sudden urge to teach sex in a
public way? Is someone afraid that the
rising generation will not know how
to reproduce itself, and that the race
thereby may die out?

How is it that we ourselves were
brought into existence? Our parents
received none of this kind of teach-
ing when they went to school.

Think of the hundreds of genera-

tions that have preceded us on the

earth. Is it by some great miracle that

they ever saw the light of day, since

many of their parents never went to

any kind of school, public or other-

wise, and certainly had none of the

instruction now being proposed?

And what of those people who are

concerned about overpopulation? They
think we will run out of food if we do

not control the birth rate. We may
yet need a top-level conference of the

advocates of sex education and the pro-

ponents of birth control to see whether

we shall become extinct because they

think too few people know how to re-

produce themselves, or whether we
shall starve to death because too many
people know how to reproduce them-
selves.

Safeguards in sex instruction

Who is competent to give wholesome
sex instruction to our children with-

out creating lust in their minds?
I would like to say, with all the

emphasis at my command, that the

proper teaching of sex requires also

the teaching of complete chastity,

whether that instruction is given in

the home, the school, or the church.

To do otherwise is nothing less than
suicidal. To ignore chastity in such

instruction can transform it into a

course in youthful sex experimentation.

The experience of some European
countries clearly confirms the fact that

public sex education increases promis-

cuity, and as promiscuity is multiplied,

venereal disease spreads like wildfire.

In all fairness to the children, we
must not teach them the mechanics
of reproduction without also empha-
sizing to them the safeguard that the

Almighty has placed about it, that is,

that the use of sex is to be confined

completely and exclusively within the

bonds of sacred marriage. No free sex

is permitted by him. In his law,

promiscuity is adulterous.

The whole point of sex education

will be missed unless we teach chastity

as a major part of it.

Co-creators with God

God made sex, but not for enter-

tainment. It was provided for a di-

vinely appointed act of creation in

which we, to this extent, become co-

creators with him.
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If we fail to teach this, we defeat

the whole purpose of sex education.

When schools are prevented from
teaching anything of a spiritual nature,

they are thereby disqualified from
teaching sex at all, for in its very na-
ture, sex is spiritual and inseparably
connected with the creative work of

God.

We are not animals, to dwell only
in a physical world. We are the off-

spring of God, learning in this life to

become like him.

He decreed that human beings never
shall indulge in sex outside of holy
matrimony, which he himself insti-

tuted. This is his definition of chastity.

This is what he requires of every man
and every woman.

That is why, on the fiery slopes of

Mt. Sinai, he declared: "Thou shalt

not commit adultery." (Exod. 20:14.)

That is why, in his Sermon on the

Mount, the Savior taught that anyone
who even looks upon another with
lust has committed adultery in his

heart.

Place for sex education

Sex education belongs in the home,
where parents can teach chastity in a
spiritual environment as they reveal

the facts of life to their children. There,
in all plainness, the youngsters can be
taught that procreation is part of the
creative work of God and that, there-

fore, the act of replenishing the earth

must be kept on the high plane of

personal purity that God provides, free

from all forms of perversion.

Unskilled parents can learn to teach
their children properly. In fact, God
commands it, and who are we to dis-

obey? Why do some attempt to super-
sede the parents instead of teaching
them how to fulfill their responsibility?

Casualties from immorality

Another evidence of the effect of

our declining morals comes from Viet-

nam. Each week we count our war
casualties. They are listed as killed,

wounded, and missing. These reports

are most sobering, and wring the
hearts of loved ones who had hoped
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so fervently that such a loss would
never come to them.

But there are other casualties that

are seldom mentioned, casualties

which should stagger this nation and
compel every man who enters the

service to pause and consider their

causes and consequences.

These casualties are not the flower

of America, shot down in defense of

our flag. They are innocent babies

born as the offspring of adulterous

relationships between some of our
soldiers and the women of the Orient.

Medical men warn of the skyrocket-

ing rise of venereal disease in our
armed forces, and it is certainly some-
thing to fear. But what of the innocent
children born from illicit relationships?

No one knows exactly how many of

these children are now living in Viet-

nam. The figure may run well beyond
the 50,000 mark. In Japan there are

more than 20,000 mixed-bloods fa-

thered by U.S. servicemen. Other
thousands of such illegitimates are in

Thailand, Korea, and Taiwan.
Nearly all have been abandoned by

their fathers, who sought momentary
thrills, as they supposed, by cohabiting

with Oriental women, not thinking
that their own flesh and blood—born
of these illicit unions—would become
abandoned orphans, shunned by nearly

all who see them. In Vietnam these
unfortunates roam the streets, un-
wanted, uncared for, begging for a

living.

It is said that one in every ten Amer-
ican soldiers fathers a child by an
Asian woman.
Who has the right to beget illegiti-

mate children?

Who has the right to take the virtue

of an Asian or any other girl, or to

lose his own?
Which American—at home or

abroad—has the right to abandon his

own flesh and blood and forget that

his illegitimate child ever existed?

Can God bless America?

Can the God of heaven, who holds
us all accountable for our sins, over-

look this wickedness?
Of what good are national days of

prayer if we do not support our prayers
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by our good works? Will God
strengthen the arms of fighting men
who desecrate his most holy laws? Will
he prosper a nation that apparently
condones these illicit practices and
does little more than provide prophy-
lactics to men who indulge?

Are these fathers so lacking in natu-

ral affection that they are willing to

completely forget and ignore their own
offspring in a foreign land?
We sing, almost tearfully at times,

"God Bless America." But we are al-

most constrained to ask: How can he?
The venereal disease rate in our war

areas is frightening in the extreme. We
welcome our boys home as conquer-
ing heroes, but some of them bring

back a plague of venereal disease,

which can destroy them.
Venereal disease is a killer. It also

maims, causes heart trouble, insanity,

and blindness. It destroys homes,
spreads corruption to innocent wives,

and blights the lives of helpless

children.

God a significant presence

Some people justify their immorality
by saying that restrictions against it

are merely religious rules that have no
meaning any longer because there

really isn't any God.
Thoughtful people now recognize the

existence of Deity more than ever be-

fore. Persons of genuine intellect, the

true researchers, the great philosophers,
and the outstanding educators not only
acknowledge him, but they also wor-
ship him.

It is the selfish element in the world
that no longer accepts Deity. And
why? Because they do not want to be
interrupted in their ingrown pursuits

and are so involved in their personal
desires, passions, appetites, and lusts

that they have no room left for sacred
things. Therefore, in their selfishness

they reject or ignore God.
To the true realist, God is a signifi-

cant presence who guides the ultimate
destiny of the world. But let us never
forget that one of his most basic laws
concerns morality.

Moral law irrevocable

That law is irrevocable and inescap-

able and applies to all, whether we
believe in God or not. Everyone is

subject to its penalties, no matter how
they may try to ignore them. The wage
of sin is death—even to the unbeliever!

Immorality is next to murder in

God's category of crime, and always
brings in its wake both destruction and
remorse, even to college students who
carry the pill with a mother's consent.

This nation was built upon a founda-

tion of morality and spirituality. It is

just possible that a rejection of these

basic factors may bring about its fall.

It was so with Greece and Rome. It

can happen to us unless we repent.

Every one of us would do well to

remember that the "mills of the Gods
grind slowly, but they grind exceed-

ing small." No one can flout the divine

law with impunity.

Every right-thinking person should

be willing even to die if necessary in

defense of virtue, whether that death

be physical or social.

"Thou shalt not commit adultery"

will forever stand as an immutable
law to all human beings. This genera-

tion may rationalize itself into com-
plete intoxication with sin and proclaim

to high heaven that it is old-fashioned

to be clean, but it will yet wake up to

the stern reality that God does not

change and that the moral laws are his

and not man's to shift with every

whim.

Adultery next to murder

Adultery is still next to murder in

the Lord's category of crime.

Homosexuality was made a capital

crime in the Bible.

It was the Almighty who decreed

that men and women must cover their

nakedness by wearing proper and
modest clothing.

No amount of rationalizing can
change God's laws. No amount of

fashion designing can turn immodesty
into virtue, and no amount of popu-
larity can change sin into righteousness.

Once again we Latter-day Saints af-

firm the reality of the existence of

Jesus Christ. Once again, as his hum-
ble servants, we define his law of

personal purity, and solemnly declare
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that sex sin is an abomination in the
sight of God.
No one on earth can ever cancel the

divine command that says, "Thou shalt

not commit adultery."

To this I humbly testify in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

GENERAL CONFERENCE

Following Elder Petersen's address,

the Tabernacle Choir sang "Rejoice
the Lord Is King."

President N. Eldon Tanner

We are indeed grateful for the
warm response of the managers and
operators of over 250 television and
radio stations in offering their facili-

ties as a public service to make the
proceedings of this conference avail-

able to millions throughout many areas

of the world.

Through special arrangements of the
Armed Forces radio and television net-
work, this session is being televised to

Second Day

bases of the Armed Forces throughout
the Pacific and heard by radio in
Vietnam.
We appreciate the attendance here

of our educators, national and local

government officials, Church officials,

and all visitors and members who have
attended this service this morning.
We shall conclude this session of the

conference with the Tabernacle Choir
singing "Crossing the Bar."

Following the singing the benedic-

tion will be pronounced by Elder
Robert Christian Seamons, president

of the Glendale Stake, and the confer-

ence will stand adjourned until 2:00

this afternoon.

The Tabernacle Choir sang "Cross-

ing the Bar."

The benediction was given by Presi-

dent Robert C. Seamons of the Glen-
dale Stake.

The conference was adjourned until

2 o'clock p.m.

SECOND DAY

AFTERNOON MEETING

FOURTH SESSION

Conference reconvened at 2 p.m.

Saturday, April 5, with President Alvin

R. Dyer, counselor in the First Presi-

dency, conducting the services.

The singing for this session was fur-

nished by the Primary Children's

Chorus, consisting of 402 children from
402 wards in 47 stakes of the Church.
Judith Wirthlin Parker conducted the

chorus. Elder Roy M. Darley was at

the organ.

President Dyer made the following

introductory remarks:

President Alvin R. Dyer

President McKay is viewing these

services by television from his apart-

ment. He has asked me to conduct
these services, and to extend his warm-
est greetings to all present here, and
to all those who are listening in.

For the information of our television

and radio audience, we are pleased to

announce that we are assembled in the

historic Tabernacle on Temple Square
in Salt Lake City, Utah, in the fourth

session of the 139th Annual Conference
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter-day Saints.

This morning's session, in addition

to being broadcast direct, was video-

taped for release to many television

stations tomorrow morning in the east-

ern and central parts of the United
States.

The sessions of this conference are

being televised, and will be received by


