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". . . gird up your loins, and take

upon you my whole armor, that ye

may be able to withstand the evil day,

having done all, that ye may be able

to stand. . . . that where I am ye
shall be also." (D&C 27:15, 18), I

humbly pray, in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

President Hugh B. Brown will be
our concluding speaker.

PRESIDENT HUGH B. BROWN
First Counselor in the First Presidency

We have had two days of almost
constant meetings. I know you are all

rather weary at this hour, so I shall

not take much time. I have enjoyed
very much the meeting tonight; and
realizing the numbers of men who are

listening in, I am wondering if I can
add a word. I hope we have taken to

heart the very worthwhile and impor-
tant messages that have been given by
the brethren throughout the confer-

ence. Tonight especially, when Presi-

dent McKay had such an inspiring

message for us, and then to hear these

young boys respond to the call so well,

so efficiently, so humbly, was an in-

spiration to all of us. To hear Elders

[Lysle R.] Cahoon, Packer, and Rom-
ney discuss their special assignments is

a challenge to every man who holds
the priesthood.

I was especially impressed when
Elder Packer mentioned military men.
I have had a little experience in that

field, and I think I would like to tell

you a story with relation to it, a story

that may be not so well known here

in the United States because it hap-
pened in Canada.

A sense of humor

First, I think I would like to say to

the young men who are listening and
who are present that I wish you would
cultivate a sense of humor.

In the army while in the first world
war, one of our boys who was a pretty

good fighter was challenged in England
to a fight. This young man, our Mor-
mon boy, had the habit of smiling all

the way through a fight. One of the
men whom he was pitted against was
champion, and during the fight he said

to his attendants between rounds, "I

can't lick that guy unless I can knock

that grin off of his face." He was not

able to do it. That smile represented

a courage of cold steel, and the Mor-
mon boy won the battle.

Story of Canadian recruitment

Now as to the story: In 1906 the

government of Canada passed a law
that was known as the Militia Act,

comparable to the home guard here.

They sent out into all the provinces a

call for men to take training prepara-

tory to what Lord Roberts said was sure

to come, a world war. A young man
was sent to Cardston to recruit some
of our men. This young fellow was the

son of a prominent military man. He
had been raised with a silver spoon in

his mouth, evidently. He was one of

those fellows who had a jaunty

moustache and a little swagger stick,

and he wore a monocle, a one-eye

glass. He was a most objectionable

fellow in the eyes of our young men.
In fact, his monocle reminds me of

another story.

I was standing one day between
Picadilly Circus and Leicester Square
talking to an American officer during
the first world war. We saw a man
coming down the sidewalk with his

hat on one side, swinging a swagger
stick, a Charlie Chaplin moustache,
and a monocle. I said to the officer,

"I wonder why those fellows wear a
one-eye glass instead of two."

"Well," he said, "I'll tell you. A
guy like that can see more with one
eye than he can comprehend."
Well, such was the man who came

out to recruit the Mormon boys. He
spent two weeks in Cardston. He was
sent out to organize a squadron of
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mounted men. He did not get one
recruit during that two weeks. A lot

of them came in and responded to his

call, but did not sign up. He went
back to Ottawa and reported the Mor-
mons were disloyal and ought to be
expelled from Canada.
The member of parliament from our

district at that time was W. A. Bu-
chanan, who knew our people very
well. The matter was taken to the

floor of the parliament, and consider-

able agitation was whipped up. Mr.
Buchanan arose and said, "If you will

allow some of their own men to be-

come officers, you will get all the

Mormon boys you want."

Training as militia officers

The government finally accepted

his recommendation, and they sent

word out to President Edward J. Wood
to appoint some men to go and take

training, which he did. I happened to

be one who was called in by President

Wood and called on a three-year mis-

sion, to go to Calgary and take training

as a militia officer.

While I was in training, a young

Mormon boy came into the camp. He
was awkward. He was not educated

very well, but he was a young Mormon
boy who had been taught to live the

gospel. After one parade, when he had
gone through everything backwards,

he was called by the captain to come

into his office. The captain said, "I

have noticed you, young fellow. You
are from Cardston, aren't you?"

He said, "Yes, sir."

"You are a Mormon, I suppose."

"Yes, sir."

"Well, I just wanted to make friends

with you. Will you have a glass of

beer?"

"Sir, I do not drink liquor.

'

The captain said, "The you

don't. Maybe you will have a cigar

then."

He said, "Thank you, sir, but I do

not smoke."

The captain seemed much annoyed

by this, and he dismissed the boy from

the room.
When the young man went back to

his quarters, some of the lesser officers
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accosted him angrily and said, "You
fool, don't you realize the captain was
trying to make a friend of you, and
you insulted him to his face?"

The young Mormon boy answered,
"Gentlemen, if I must be untrue to

my ideals and my people and do things

that I have been instructed all my life

I should not do, I'll quit the army."

A man of character

When the time came for the final

examinations in that camp, the captain

sent this young man down to Calgary
from Sarcee Camp to do some work
for him, and they were having exami-
nations while he was gone. When he
returned the captain said, "Now you
go in the other room there, and I will

give you the list of questions, and you
can write your examination."

He went in and returned and said,

"Sir, all the books we have studied are

there on that desk. Surely you don't

want me to write my examination
there where I can turn to those books."

The captain said, "That is just what
I do want. I know from my knowledge
of you that you will not open a one
of those books. You will be honorable,

you will be honest, and I trust you."

Well, that young man, while over-

seas later on in the war, was sent for

by his captain, who had then become
a lieutenant colonel, in response to a

call from general headquarters for the

best man he had in his battalion. They
had a special mission for him to per-

form. They said, "We don't care any-

thing about his education or his train-

ing. We want a man who can't be
broken when put under test. We want
a man of character." The lieutenant

colonel, his former captain, selected

and assigned this young man who had
the courage to stand before him and
say, "I do not smoke. I do not drink."

I cite that as a type of thing that

happens sometimes in military life,

and because Brother Packer spoke of

the military, it reminded me of it.

Well, at the end of the training

period we organized a squadron and
took them to Calgary in the years

1912-14, when, as you know, the first

world war broke out, Canada and
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England having been in the war for

some years before the United States

came in. Our Mormon boys made a

great name for themselves, both in

Canada and overseas.

When is success a failure?

Brethren, there are many things that

could be said on an occasion of this

kind, but most of them have been said,

so I will not detain you. I would like

to bring to your attention, though, one
or two paragraphs that might be help-

ful. I hope they will. This is entitled

"When Is Success a Failure?"

"When you are doing the lower
while the higher is possible,

When you are not a cleaner, finer,

larger man on account of your
work,

When you live only to eat and
drink, have a good time, and ac-

cumulate money, then success is a

failure.

When you do not carry a higher

wealth in your character than in

your pocketbook,

When the attainment of your ambi-

tion has blighted the aspirations

and crushed the hopes of others,

When hunger for more money, more
land, more houses and bonds has

grown to be your dominant pas-

sion,

When your profession has made you

a physical wreck—a victim of

'nerves' and moods,
When your absorption in your work

has made you practically a stranger

to your family,

When your greed for money has

darkened and cramped your wife's

life, and deprived her of self-

expression, of needed rest and
recreation, of amusement of any
kind,

When all sympathy and fellowship

have been crushed out of your life

by selfish devotion to your voca-

tion,

When you do not overtop your voca-

tion, when you are not greater as

a man than as a lawyer, a mer-

chant, a physician or a scientist,

When you plead that you have never

had time to cultivate your friend-

ships, your politeness, or your
good manners,

When you have lost on your way
your self-respect, your courage,

your self-control, or any other

quality of manhood, then success

has been a failure."

Each is being tested

Let us take that to heart, brethren,

and remember that each of us is being
tested, just as the finest cars and planes

are tested before they are put into ser-

vice. They are tested for weaknesses;

they are tested for flaws. Can you
stand the test? At the bar the Judge
will not look us over for medals, de-

grees, or diplomas, but for scars. Let

us resolve that there will be no stains.

Let every young man who holds the

priesthood stand himself up against the
wall and look himself over and ask

himself to reply honestly, "What kind
of a man are you really? You make a

pretty good showing at times, but what
is in your heart?" Talk to yourself

along that line, brethren, and then put
your lives in order.

You young men who are going into

the service are going to come up against

some terrible temptations and some
real tests of courage. God bless you
that your priesthood may enable you to

measure up to any responsibility that
is placed upon you.

We are living in very difficult times.

They are ominous times. They are

times when men are getting discour-

aged. Many references have been made
to these things during this conference.

I would like to leave with you a poem
on what the future portends:

"You that have faith to look with
fearless eyes

Upon the tragedy of a world at strife,

And know that out of death and
night

Shall rise the dawn of amplier life,

Rejoice, whatever anguish rend the

heart,

That God has given you the priceless

dower
To live in these great times and have

your part
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In freedom's crowning hour;
That you may tell your sons who

see the light,

High in the heavens, their heritage

to take,

I saw the powers of darkness take

their flight;

I saw the morning break."

Then look forward with courage and
faith, remembering that unless we
have been true, unless we have kept

the faith, unless we have kept clean,

unless we have done the things that we
know we ought to do, then we will fail

in this great test.

The rights of the priesthood

I must close by drawing your atten-

tion to a very familiar section of the

Doctrine and Covenants:
".

. . the rights of the priesthood are

inseparably connected with the powers

of heaven, and . . . the powers of hea-

ven cannot be controlled nor handled
only upon the principles of righteous-

ness.

"That they may be conferred upon
us, it is true; but when we undertake

to cover our sins, or to gratify our pride,

our vain ambition, or to exercise con-

trol or dominion or compulsion upon
the souls of the children of men, in

any degree of unrighteousness, behold,

the heavens withdraw themselves; the

Spirit of the Lord is grieved; and when
it is withdrawn, Amen to the priest-

hood or the authority of that man.

"Behold, ere he is aware, he is left

unto himself, to kick against the

pricks, to persecute the saints, and to

fight against God.

"We have learned by sad experience

that it is the nature and disposition of

almost all men, as soon as they get a

little authority, as they suppose, they

will immediately begin to exercise

unrighteous dominion. . . .

"Let thy bowels also be full of char-

ity towards all men, and to the house-

hold of faith, and let virtue garnish

thy thoughts unceasingly; then shall

thy confidence wax strong in the

presence of God; and the doctrine of

the priesthood shall distil upon thy
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soul as the dews from heaven.

"The Holy Ghost shall be thy con-

stant companion, and thy scepter an
unchanging scepter of righteousness

and truth; and thy dominion shall be
an everlasting dominion, and without
compulsory means it shall flow unto
thee forever and ever." (D&C 121:36-

39, 45-46.)

Divinity of the work

God bless you, my brethren. I leave

with you my own testimony as to the
divinity of this work. God has been so

good to me as to make known to me,
in ways that I cannot explain, that

Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of God.
I know that he is the Redeemer of this

world. I have been close enough to

him to get from him a convincing testi-

mony of that fact, which has been
sealed upon my soul. I leave you this

testimony, and I say, as Peter of old
said in answer to the question, "Whom
say ye that I am?" "Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God."
(See Matt. 16:15-16.) I know it. I

know it better than I know anything
else, and for that knowledge I am
grateful to him. I would like to con-
tinue faithful to the end if I can.

God bless you now as you go to your
homes. Set your houses in order. Set

your lives in order, for you are going
to be tested as men heretofore have not
been tested, and you will make good
in proportion as you build character,

as you do the things you know you
ought to do, deprive yourself of the
things you know you should not have,
and yield obedience to the command-
ments of God.

"If a man is primarily after wealth,

the world can whip him. If he is pri-

marily after pleasure, the world can
beat him. But if a man is primarily

growing character, then he can capital-

ize on anything that life does to him.
How much a man owns depends on
the height and breadth and depth of
his mind and soul and not on his bank
account."

May his peace and blessing be with
you all, I pray in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.


