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favorite greetings is "Welcome back,

my son." May we find the way back
where we belong is my humble prayer

in the name of Jesus Christ, the Re-
deemer of the world. Amen. O

President Hugh B. Brown

The Combined Choruses and the

congregation will now join in singing,

"We Thank Thee, O God, for a

Prophet."
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The congregation and chorus then

joined in singing the hymn, "We
Thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet."

President Hugh B. Brown

Elder Loren C. Dunn of the First

Council of Seventy will now address

us, and he will be followed by Elder
Alma Sonne, Assistant to the Twelve.

ELDER LOREN C. DUNN
Of the First Council of the Seventy

• I knew an athlete some years ago

who had tremendous talent. He had
almost perfect physical coordination. In

fact, he was so good he would not
train, yet his talents still exceeded the

talents and abilities of those around
him.

It was demoralizing sometimes for

those who had to follow every training

rule in order to bring themselves to a

peak of physical performance, only to

have him exceed them because of his

natural abilities.

But I happened to be at the stadium
one afternoon a few years later when
this athlete, who had progressed rather

rapidly in a very promising sports

career, had what some might call his

moment of truth. He was playing with
people who had talents as great as he
did, and as the pace of the game picked

up, the pressures began to mount.
He reached inside himself for that

great second effort that he always had,
but it became obvious that this time
he could not marshal all that he
needed. That afternoon marked the

beginning of a gradual decline, which
finally found him retiring from the

game years before he should have re-

tired. His original decision to dis-

regard the rules of preparation had, in

the end, cost him many years of per-

formance.

Challenges to standards

Many times we see people around us

who violate the patterns of living and
the rules that we have been taught to

live by, and they seem to do it without
any ill effects. On the surface it would
seem that it may not make any differ-

ence whether we live these rules or

not, because those who violate them
appear to suffer no consequences. In
all ages, it seems, there have been chal-

lenges to those who believe in virtue,

honesty, and high moral standards

—

challenges to those who accept these

standards as God-given and that they
ultimately will carry their own reward.

"We are always in the forge, or on
the anvil," said Beecher; "by trials God
is shaping us for higher things."

These challenges come from many
different directions. For instance,

there are those who expound the so-

called new morality and say that it

matters not if a person participates in

free love, nor does the marriage con-

tract mean that husband and wife

should be faithful to each other. But
those who believe this are wrong, and
time, which is running out on them if

they don't change, will prove them
wrong.

Self-mastery not indulgence

"There are some things which never

grow old-fashioned," says President

McKay. "The sweetness of a baby is

one. The virtue and chastity of man-
hood is another. Youth is the time to

lay the foundation for our homes. I

know there are those who tell you that

suppression is wrong," he continues,

"but I assure you that self-mastery, not

indulgence, is the virtue that con-
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tributes to the virility of manhood and
to the beauty of womanhood." (Man
May Know for Himself, p. 250.)

There are also those who sanction

the use of drugs, using such reasoning

as the fact that the use of marijuana is

so widespread that it should be ac-

cepted and even condoned, for, they

say, it creates no more problems than
does alcohol. Those who use this

reasoning fail to point out, however,

that alcohol disables over six and one-

half million people each year and that

one-half of the fatal traffic accidents

in the United States alone are related

to excessive drinking. To recommend
the use of marijuana by linking it to

alcohol is like approving of a hepatitis

epidemic on the basis that it probably

won't be any more damaging than
tuberculosis.

There has been sharp divergence of

opinion in the United States over the

use of marijuana, so much so that it

prompted the organization of a presi-

dential task force to try to ferret out

the facts. This task force has recently-

made its initial report, which states,

according to an international news-
paper, that the widespread use of mari-

juana represents a significant mental

health problem. Depending on the

dose, it may have substantial detri-

mental effects on both the mental and
the physical well-being of the user.

Because of these perils, it continues,

every effort should be made by the

federal government to curb the im-

port and distribution of marijuana

as well as of strong drugs. (Christian

Science Monitor, September 15, 1969.)

Time on side of integrity

To you who are challenged by
others because you believe in the law
of chastity, because you believe that

drugs are not the answer, because you
believe in such God-given axioms as

"Thou shalt not steal" and "Thou shalt

not lie," or because you have a simple

and basic faith in God the Father and
in his Son Jesus Christ and in your own
eternal worth, just remember that time
is on your side. Be patient, and the

same people who challenge you, if

they do not change, will ultimately

prove to you, by their lives, that they

don't have the answers—either for you
or for themselves.

This is not to say that it will be easy.

Sometimes the desire to be accepted

by an individual or a group causes a

person to do things that he really

doesn't want to do; but if you can
maintain your integrity, you'll come to

understand what Lehi meant when he
taught that men are that they might
have joy—not fleeting pleasure but
real joy.

Remorse for wrong-doing

Beware also of the temptation to

violate the laws of God with the

thought in mind that one can always

repent but not really anticipate any
remorse as a result of the wrongdoing.

Repentance is a great principle, prob-

ably the greatest in the gospel of Jesus

Christ; and thank heaven the Lord
holds the opportunity of repentance out

to all.

Yet perhaps it would do no damage
to occasionally dwell on the awful
nature of sin rather than relying con-

tinually on the redeeming qualities of

repentance. We have a three-year-old

daughter whom we love very dearly.

Not long ago I was doing some studying

at my desk at home, and she was in

the room playing with a glass of water
that was on the desk. As she picked up
that large glass with her little fingers,

I repeatedly warned her that she must
be careful or she would drop the glass,

which, of course, she finally did. It

shattered as it hit the floor, and splin-

ters went in every direction.

Showing the patience of a wise
parent, I immediately spanked her, ex-

plaining to her that the spanking was
the consequence of her insisting on not
listening to me by picking up the glass

until it dropped and was broken. She
shed some tears and gave me a hug,
which she usually does when she knows
she is in trouble, and the event was
quickly forgotten.

Since she often plays in her bare
feet, I took her out of the room and
made every effort to sweep up all the
glass particles. But the thought came
to me that perhaps I hadn't gotten all

the splinters of glass, and at some fu-

ture time when she is playing in that
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room, those little feet might find the

splinters which went undetected, and

she would have to suffer anew for that

which she did.

Repentance brings forgiveness

For a young person to violate the

law of chastity or some other com-
mandment and then to later put his

or her life in order, such action, I am
sure, will mean the forgiveness of an
understanding and loving God. Yet as

that person progresses in life and
reaches a point where he or she enters

into a marriage contract and as they

have children of their own, it just

might be that a splinter of a previous

wrongdoing somewhere on the floor of

his or her life might prick the con-

science.

This is not to say that the Lord
hasn't forgiven them, but as they be-

gin to understand the full meaning,
the full significance of that which they

once did, they may find it unfortu-

nately difficult to forgive themselves.

And perhaps this is ultimately the

hardest part of repentance, being able

to forgive one's self in light of the

seriousness of the trangression. Cer-

tainly in this, as in all other things,

we need the help of the Lord.
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"Wickedness never was happiness"

Alma told the truth when he taught
his son, Corianton, that "wickedness
never was happiness." (Al. 41:10.)

It is my testimony that the teachings

of the Church of Jesus Christ are for

the purpose of saving all mankind
from the remorse of wrongdoing; that

time is on the side of those who hold
to these principles and is working
against those who do otherwise.

May the Lord help us to appreciate

the eternal nature of the laws which
he has given us and their purpose,

which is to bring joy, happiness, and
peace of mind to man. And to this

may I add my witness of the truthful-

ness of the gospel of Jesus Christ. I

know that God lives and that Jesus

Christ is his Son. I know this. I know
that this is the Church of Jesus Christ

and that it is led by revelation, in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen. O

President Hugh B. Brown

Thank you, Elder Dunn. We will

hear from Elder Alma Sonne, Assistant

to the Twelve. He will be followed by
Elder Sterling W. Sill, also Assistant

to the Twelve.

ELDER ALMA SONNE

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

• My brethren and sisters : The Latter-

day Saints are a chosen people. Their
mission is to teach the restored gospel

to the world. They feel that responsi-

bility keenly. Their missionary en-

deavor is evidence of their sincerity

and determination to make known
truth.

Relationship to God

They realize that the souls of men
are precious in the sight of God. They
know their relationship to God, and
they are rightfully called the children

of God. He is their Father and is vitally

concerned about their welfare. He will

hear and answer their prayers. He
will come to their rescue in times of

need and he will sustain them when
they put their trust in him.

Belief in the prophets

The Latter-day Saints believe in the

prophets, each one of whom has left a

vital message to the world. Joseph
Smith, called the founder of Mormon-
ism, is the prophet of the last dispen-

sation. Like Moses, the lawgiver of

Israel, he spoke with God face to face

and received from him revelations con-

cerning man's destiny and his possi-

bilities. He taught that God is a

person, and that he rules in the affairs

of men and nations, and that he is the

Father of his children who live and
have lived upon the earth.


