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Temples built

In accordance with commandment,
the temple in Kirtland was built in

which the keys to the sealing bless-

ings were revealed. The keys of the

gathering of Israel were restored. The
promise made by Malachi was fulfilled,

that Elijah the Prophet would come
"before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the Lord:

"And he shall turn the heart of the

fathers to the children, and the heart of

the children to their fathers, lest I

come and smite the earth with a

curse." (Mai. 4:5-6.)

I would like to here thank the Re-

organized Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter Day Saints for taking good care

of that building. It has fulfilled its

original purpose, and the last time I

saw it I was pleased with its good

condition.

Land in Independence, Missouri, has

been dedicated for a temple to be built

sometime in the future, and I would
like to thank those who are taking good
care of that property. The Lord bless

them for so doing.

Then the temple in Nauvoo was
built with a baptismal font and special

rooms for endowments and sealings,

for both the living and the dead. This
building was destroyed, but since then

there have been 13 temples built, all

active at present, with three more now
getting started in construction. Many
more will follow.

Sealing ordinances performed

In addition to the baptisms for the
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dead, the sealing ordinances of celes-

tial marriage for the living and the

dead are performed in these temples.

I wish some of our men could see

how readily the tears well up in the

eyes of some of the women when I ask

about their husbands. Some say, "He's

not a member." Some say, "He isn't

active" or "doesn't hold the Mel-
chizedek Priesthood." Some say, "He's
an elder, but just hasn't felt he is

ready yet."

Many men spend large sums of

money, even buy a special home or a

car, just to make their wives happy; but
the greatest happiness that could come
to either or both of them would be to

so live as to be worthy to be sealed

together as husband and wife for all

eternity.

There is no exaltation without the

celestial sealing of marriage. This
must be done in the temple of God,
either while living or vicariously after

death. The home is the only eternal

organization. These are the saving

ordinances that can be performed only
in a temple, built and dedicated unto
the Lord. Thus it is absolutely essential

to build temples.

I so testify in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen. O

President Alvin R. Dyer

We shall now hear from Elder S.

Dilworth Young of the First Council
of Seventy, and he will be followed by
Elder Delbert L. Stapley, who will be
our concluding speaker at this session.

ELDER S. DILWORTH YOUNG

Of the First Council of the Seventy

• Fifty years ago my father was ap-

proached by our bishop as to the pros-

pect of one of his sons going on a

mission. After a dignified period of

conversation, my father agreed to the

proposition, and I was duly called.

I remember that I wondered how my
father could support a missionary. We
were poor, income from his business

was spotty and inadequate to meet the

ordinary expenses, yet he did not hesi-

tate to tell the bishop that he would
support me.

Financing of mission

The first seven months went smooth-
ly enough. I was working without
purse or scrip for the first four months
and required no more than $5.00 per

month for incidentals. The next three
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months cost me about $40.00 per
month. And then Father, caught in

the inflation of 1920, was unable
further to meet the cost of the mission.

The fact that I stayed on the mission

for 26 more months without help from
home has been miraculous to me—not
that I found money from miraculous

sources or, like my maternal great-

grandfather, opened my purse and there

it was as needed—none of that. The
way opened by perfectly natural means,
and there was barely sufficient to meet
the needs of the moment.
During that time, none of my fam-

ily expected nor received any help or

encouragement from the ward officials,

stake officials, or from the Church.

Quorum assistance

I was ordained a seventy just before

departing, but I didn't receive even a

Christmas card from my new quorum
for the 33 months I was away. The
elders quorum to which I had belonged

showed no interest in me either, al-

though I had been quite active in the

quorum. I didn't expect any attention

from either quorum, and I suspect the

quorum did not expect to do anything

for me. My quorum in those days

did not seem to recognize the im-
portance of being of help to its mem-
bers. To them it was not what can the

quorum do for you, but what can you
do for the quorum. We lived for the

organization and not for the members.
Not so today. Every quorum of the

priesthood is alert to the needs of its

members. Children of these members
may go on missions. They know that

they will be supported. No worthy
member in the stakes of North America
when ready for a mission will be re-

fused. In their prosperity the quorums
can easily take up the slack for those

unable to bear the complete cost of the

mission. They will be helped by their

united brethren, and the burden is

light.

Missionaries outside United States

It has not been so in the full-time

missions outside of the United States.

There, general economic depressions

and the ravages of two great wars have
taken an immense toll on the economic

life of the people. Men and women
of the Church in those nations have
been unable to earn sufficient to send
their children, with but few exceptions.

The result has been that the young
men and women of these nations, while
worthy and anxious to go, have been
unable to do so.

This has caused a good deal of envy
of their more affluent American mis-
sionaries, and it has caused some dis-

couragement among them. To many
of them it has appeared that the choice

fruits of the gospel are not to be en-

joyed, because of where they live. More
serious has been the fact that these

young people are the best possible mis-
sionary prospects for their countries.

They know the language, the traditions,

the mores of the people. They are the

potential leaders of the Church in

their lands.

There is a tendency on the part of

people of other nations to think of us

as an American church. When the mis-

sionaries are native born, people can
better understand the universal nature
of the Church. Our members then see

that the responsibility becomes theirs

as much as ours, and this will result in

greater effort on their part.

Seventies assistance to missionaries

Several years ago, the body of seven-

ties of the Church undertook to assist

the young men and women in foreign

lands. From among the seventies was
raised a sum of money to assist these

prospective missionaries. On the basis

of the missionary and his family's doing
all they are able to do, the seventies

give assistance for the remainder.

I am happy to report to the seven-

ties this afternoon that to date the

number of missionaries assisted has
been more than 600 in number. Cur-
rently the number in the field is 275.

In no mission has a worthy applicant

been refused. We have had assistance

from elders quorums, high priests quo-
rums, and from individuals not at-

tached to any quorum. One of the

large contributions comes from a man
not a Church member. We should like

to let all these people know that their

contributions are of material assistance

in the project.
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Discharging responsibility

It is difficult for many seventies to

personally go on fulltime missions.

They are rearing families and must
support them. By supporting these

young men and women in the missions,

they in a sense project themselves into

the mission field and thus discharge a

part of their responsibility.

Now in lands all over the earth our

young men and women look forward

to being able to become missionaries.

On their return home they become the

leaders in branches and districts. They
are our future investment in stake

presidents and bishops for stakes yet

unborn.

The quorums of seventy with a com-
paratively small membership of 23,000

may know that they are not laboring

in vain. They are building a house to

the Lord, and the fruits of their effort

will continue to rain down blessings

on their heads.

The calling of the Seventy

We constantly remember, as charged

in the Doctrine and Covenants, that

"the Seventy are also called to preach

the gospel, and to be especial witnesses

unto the Gentiles and in all the world

—thus differing from other officers in

the church in the duties of their call-

ing." (D&C 107:25.)

Therefore, to further missionary work
is what we should be doing. We must
enlarge our efforts to the end that the

whole world will hear the gospel and
that those who are to come out of the

world into the fold of the Lord Jesus

Christ will come.

Stake missions

We realize too that the "whole
world" is here as well as in the remote
corners of the land mass of Eurasia.

The stake missions are our most fertile

sources of converts. Where our people

are gathered, where we have wards and
stakes, where we have buildings and
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facilities, is our best opportunity

—

there also is the world. By our merely
living the principles of the gospel,

people cannot help seeing the light

shining on the hilltop, and seeing will

want to partake of the good fruit of the

gospel that it illuminates. For those

whose heads are down, if we live as we
should, all we need to do is to say to

them, "Look up, see! The light shines

for you." Earnest effort to this end
will bring greater results.

Large field to be harvested

The seventies quorums are aware
that the field to be harvested is very

large and that the work must be pur-

sued with great vigor while the day
lasts. Our constant prayer is to be

anxiously engaged in carrying forth the

missionary work and to stand true to

the First Presidency and the Twelve as

they direct us and point the way we
should go.

This great work is under the di-

vine guidance of God the Eternal

Father, who is a living, exalted being

of flesh and bone—not the flesh and
bone that you and I know, but resur-

rected, glorified flesh and bone filled

with light. Indescribable is his person.

There are not words to picture that

glory; it is not earthly—it is heavenly.

His Son is like him. Through the

Son of God, Jesus Christ, we have hope
that eventually we can become like

them. We must learn to know them,
and knowing them we may share the

truth announced by the Lord himself

that to know them is to have eternal

life. This church is their earthly king-

dom, and President David O. McKay
is the prophet through whom they

speak in our day. This I witness in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen. O

President Alvin R. Dyer

Elder Delbert L. Stapley of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve will be our conclud-

ing speaker this afternoon.


