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gers to reveal unto us his plan of re-

demption, that we may know of his

will and feel his sustaining spirit as

we do his bidding. He has said, ". . .

Repent, repent, and prepare ye the

way of the Lord, and make his paths

straight; for the kingdom of heaven is

at hand;kl
"Yea, reppit and be baptized, every

one of you, for a remission of your
sins; yea, be baptized even by water,

and then cometh the baptism of fire

and of the Holy Ghost." (D&C 33:10-

11.)

It is our witness to the world that

the gospel of Jesus Christ, as revealed

to the Prophet Joseph Smith, contains

the direction and understanding of

eternal life, that by abiding by its prin-

ciples and teachings and by complying
with its ordinances, one might have
peace and satisfaction by the vindica-
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tion of the spirit, and whether in life

or death they will know all is well

—

death will have no sting.

I leave you this witness, my brothers

and sisters, and witness unto you that

God lives, that Jesus is the Christ, and
that this is his church, in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen. O

President Joseph Fielding Smith

The congregation and MIA Girls

Centennial Chorus will now join in

singing, "High on the Mountain Top,"
after which Elder Hartman Rector, Jr.

of the First Council of Seventy will be

our speaker.

The congregation and chorus sang

the hymn, "High on the Mountain
Top."

ELDER HARTMAN RECTOR, JR.

Of the First Council of the Seventy

• It is intended that man is to be like

God. The scriptures declare that man
was made in the beginning in the

image and likeness of God.
Paul, speaking of Jesus Christ, said

that he (Christ), "being in the form of

God, thought it not robbery to be equal

with God." (Phil 2:6.) He further de-

clared that he (Christ) was "the

brightness of his [Father's] glory, and
the express image of his person. . .

."

(Heb. 1:3.)

God, the Father of the spirits of all

men, is in all respects like his Son
Jesus Christ, whom we, at least to some
extent, know; for he has revealed him-
self to us, and although we may not

understand all things about Jesus

Christ, we know what manner of man
he was from records that were kept

of his exemplary life. What is more,

in the words of John we understand

"that when he shall appear, we shall be

like him." (1 John 3:2.)

Man to be like God

From these and other scriptures, it

becomes clear that it is intended that

man is to be like God. In fact, the

Master made this a central part of his

teachings when he walked in mortality

among men. "Be ye therefore perfect,

even as your Father which is in heaven
is perfect." (Matt. 5:48.) This was his

commission to us. Then, the question

of questions becomes: What is God
like?

I have often felt the reason we don't

understand God is because we are so

unlike him. By that, I mean that even
though man is like God physically,

spiritually man is far from God. For-

tunately, the Lord has given us specific

direction and guidance to get us into

condition so we grow closer to him
spiritually also.

However, regretfully, though men
draweth nigh unto God with their

mouths, and honoreth him with
their lips, their hearts are far from
him. (See Matt. 15:8.) This is true

primarily because we are concerned
with what we want to do rather

than with what God wants us to do.

Root cause of problems

If we face facts, we will realize we
are all afflicted with the same malady.
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It is the root cause of all the problems
and suffering in the world, both col-

lectively and individually, and has

always been. What is this cause? It

is a very simple, one-word answer

—

selfishness. I use this word in its

broadest sense, which includes greed

and covetousness. We are selfish, and
selfishness is not like God.
We endlessly do what we want to

do instead of doing what the Lord
wants us to do. It isn't that we don't

know what the Lord wants us to do.

He has made it abundantly clear

through revelation to his prophets, but

we are too concerned with our own
wants.

How does it happen that we are this

way? What makes us so selfish? I

don't believe we are born this way.
The spirit comes to this earth essen-

tially free of selfish desire, but it

appears it is made selfish at a very

early age.

Selfishness to be overcome

The human infant comes into this

world in a completely helpless condi-

tion. It cannot support itself. There-

fore, the Lord has placed in the heart

of the adult male and female great

love for infants.

This love is frequently expressed by
supplying every wish of this infant to

the point where, after about five to six

years of this kind of treatment, the

child begins to feel that the whole
world revolves around it. "Me first"

and "I want the biggest" form some of

his first phrases. Parents suddenly

come to the startling realization that

they have a spoiled child on their

hands. They then embark on a long,

drawn-out program that will only take

50 to 70 years to talk Junior out of

being selfish. Sometimes they never

succeed.

On the success of this endeavor, the

happiness of the individual depends.

The selfish man suffers eternally from
his selfishness, for never can a selfish

man become like God. Instead, he
has erected himself as his idol. Of
course, this is not necessarily the only

way that we become selfish. Man is

by nature fallen, therefore self-centered.

Someone has said, "Most men, born

into this world, creep selfishly into

nameless graves; while every now and
then one man forgets himself into im-
mortality."

Qualifications for ministry

The Lord saw fit to give instruction

on this subject to his children early in

this dispensation. In February 1829,

he set forth the qualifications for the
labors of the ministry. He said, "And
faith, hope, charity and love, with an
eye single to the glory of God, qualify

him for the work." (D&C 4:5.)

Now, the faith, hope, charity, and
love are of vital importance, but the

eye single to the glory of God is

crucial. This means that all decisions

must be made on the side of the Lord.

Instead of forever doing what we want
to do, we must do what the Lord wants
done.

The Lord says our eye must be
single to his glory, and in the scripture

it is spelled EYE. Of course, this is

figuratively speaking. I believe he
means the capital I, or you—WE. We
must be single to the glory of God.
When we act, we must always have in

mind what the Lord has said. Of
course, the ideal would be to harmo-
nize our desires with the will of the

Lord; then we can always do what we
want and still have the approval of

the Lord, but this is seldom the case.

The Lord continued this revelation

on the qualification for the labors of

the ministry by saying, "Remember
faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance,

patience, brotherly kindness, godliness,

charity, humility, diligence." (D&C
4:6.)

Surely the Lord feels these attributes

are vitally important to our success in

his work, for he admonishes us to

remember them.

Meaning of godliness

We are, to some extent, familiar with
most of these attributes, but what does

he mean by godliness? We think in-

stantly he must mean that we must
become like God, but how do we do
that?

Perhaps it means to become perfect

in all these qualifications he has listed.

No—if that were the case, he would
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have needed only one qualification:

godliness.

Godliness must mean something spe-

cial. Perhaps it has to do with the

distinguishing characteristic of God.
What is the distinguishing character-

istic of our Heavenly Father? John
gave us a clue when he said: "Beloved,

let us love one another: for love is of

God; and every one that loveth is born

of God and knoweth God.
"He that loveth not knoweth not

God; for God is love." (1 John 4:7-8.

Italics added.)

This was so very difficult for me to

understand before the missionaries

knocked on my door, for, from this

scripture and others quite similar, it

appeared that God and love were one
and the same. Is God, then, just an
emotion? You can't see love. You may
see the effect of love or the lack of it,

but love is not a corporate entity. When
I learned the truth—that God is an
exalted man of flesh and bone and
spirit—then I understood what John
was saying: that love is God's dis-

tinguishing characteristic.

Why God loves us

God loves us. We know it. The
scriptures declare it, and from the

experiences of each one of us, we know
it to be true. Almost no one doubts

this fact. God loves us, but why?
Why does God love us when we often

do not deserve his love?

One might say, "Oh, because we are

his children." It is true, we are his

children, but is that the reason he loves

us? Does he only love what belongs

to him? If we are not careful, we will

ascribe to God our own selfishness.

Another might say, "He loves us

because he knows us and knows our
potential." It is true he does know
our potential, but this would imply
he would love those with greater po-

tential more than those of less poten-

tial. What if you had little or no
potential? Would he not love you?
There must be some other reason why
our Heavenly Father loves us. Does he
love us because we are good? I hope
not. I'm afraid many of us would be
unloved.

I don't know why God loves us, but
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I believe the scriptures give us a clue.

God doesn't love us because we are

good. God loves us because he is good.

God is good and so he loves us, and
those who are the best love the best.

It appears that only if you are good
do you receive a reward for loving.

The Lord requires us to love those who
don't deserve it.

"For if ye love them which love you,

what thank have ye?" saith the Master.

"for sinners also love those that love

them." (Luke 6:32.)

Quality of unselfish love

It is easy to love people who love us.

It is much more difficult to love people
who not only don't love us, but don't

even like us. But if we are to be like

our Father in heaven who "maketh his

sun to rise on the evil and on the good,
and sendeth rain on the just and on
the unjust" (Matt. 5:45), then we must
love these people who don't like us,

and we'll have to be good to do that.

I have seen this godlike quality of

unselfish love in all the best men I

have known or read about. Jesus wept
over those who rejected him and prayed
for those who crucified him.

Joseph Smith's heart was filled with
love and compassion for all men, even
for his persecutors. All the prophets
have had this great quality. I never
had the privilege of knowing President

George Albert Smith, but from the
testimony of those who knew him, love

radiated from his countenance for all

men. I know this to be a quality of

President David O. McKay. I have
seen and personally experienced the
all-encompassing love of our present,

beloved prophet. Those who are the

best love the best.

Good in every man

If we are good, we will look for and
find the good in others. It is there.

There is good in every man. In fact,

I believe every man is superior to every

other man in some thing. If you look
for it, you will find it. But you can see

only what you have eyes to see. It de-

pends solely on how good you are as to

whether you see good or not.

All of the commandments given us

by the Lord are calculated to make us
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good. This is to help us become like

him.
Only as we live in obedience to these

commandments will we be able to

know real love for others and real joy

ourselves.

I bear witness that God, our Heav-
enly Father, does live and that he
loves us, and as we have love one for

another and for all men, we will

become more like him and find the

great joy and happiness that is the ob-

ject and design of our existence. I

bear this witness to you in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen. O

President Joseph Fielding Smith

We shall now hear from Elder

Milton R. Hunter of the First Council
of Seventy. He will be followed by
Elder Bruce R. McConkie of that same
Council. Brother McConkie will be

the concluding speaker.

ELDER MILTON R. HUNTER

Of the First Council of the Seventy

• The age-old question "Where do we
go when we die?" has been asked by
old people and young people among
all nations from time immemorial.
Many disbelievers, cynics, and atheists

today maintain that nothing exists for

man beyond the grave—that death is

the end.

Life beyond the grave

The greatest of all teachers, Jesus

the Christ, the Son of God, proclaimed
an entirely different doctrine. He
taught that there is a glorious life

beyond the grave in the presence of the

Eternal Father, and that by compliance
with certain laws we may go there and
enjoy it. For example, Nicodemus, a
ruler of the Jews, came unto Jesus at

night and in course of their conversion,

Jesus declared:

"Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Ex-
cept a man be born of water and of

the Spirit, he cannot enter into the

kingdom of God." (John 3:5.)

The Savior revealed to Joseph Smith,
a modern prophet:

"Take upon you the name of

Christ, ...

"And as many as repent and are

baptized in my name, which is Jesus

Christ, and endure to the end, the same
shall be saved.

"Behold, Jesus Christ is the name
which is given of the Father, and there

is none other name given whereby man
can be saved." (D&C 18:21-23.)

The resurrection and the life

On a certain occasion, a dear friend

of the Master in Palestine was very ill.

His sisters, Martha and Mary, sent for

Jesus to come and heal their brother.

The Savior did not come for a few
days, and when he did come Lazarus
had been dead and buried for four days.

Martha was told that Jesus was ap-

proaching, and so she hurried out to

meet him. She said: "Lord, if thou
hadst been here, my brother had not

died. . . .

"Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother

shall rise again.

"Martha saith unto him, I know he
shall rise again in the resurrection at

the last day."

Jesus replied: "I am the resurrection,

and the life: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live:

"And whosoever liveth and believeth

in me shall never die. Believest thou
this?" (John 11:21-26.)

The night before his crucifixion,

Jesus gave his apostles additional in-

formation regarding his Father's king-

dom. He said to them:

"In my Father's house are many
mansions: if it were not so, I would
have told you. I go now to prepare

a place for you.

"And if I -go and prepare a place

for you, I will come again, and re-

ceive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also." (John 14:2-3.)


