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things if you want them to find and
round up the cattle.

I testify that the Lord has spoken in

this day and has given us the precious

charge of preaching the gospel to the

world under the direction of the First

Presidency and the Twelve. I sustain

them with all my heart, and the First

Council sustains them with all its

heart. I bear my witness that President

Joseph Fielding Smith is the chosen
successor to President McKay, and that
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his counselors are also called of God.
They have not only my support, but

also they have my deep and abiding

love. In the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen. O

President N. Eldon Tanner

Bishop John H. Vandenberg, Pre-

siding Bishop of the Church, will now
speak to us, and he will be followed

by Elder Henry D. Taylor.

Bishop John H. Vandenberg

Presiding Bishop

• My heart, along with your hearts,

I am sure, has been softened tonight

by hearing these wonderful boys, their

sweet, mellow voices. And I want to

tell them that they may consider them-
selves to be successful. I think back on
something I read a few years ago. It

was published in Washington, D. C.
They had had a spelling bee, and a

young man had won the spelling bee.

Immediately thereafter a reporter went
up to him and said, "Now, young man,
to what do you attribute your suc-

cess?" And he came right back and
he said, "To my wonderful, overbear-
ing mother."

Delusions of youth

I wonder tonight how many mothers
have been associated with these boys
in having them come to their practices.

A boy and a mother can reach every

goal they try for. Perhaps that is the

key to success. But what happens when
a boy is left alone? I believe we might
get the sad story from the words of

Benjamin Disraeli, who at 22 wrote
these words:

"The disappointment of manhood
succeeds to the delusion of youth. Let
us hope that the heritage of old age
is not despair." Thus he seemed to

recognize that when one's life is built

upon delusion, or false belief, it will

only bring grief. Eighteen years later,

at age 40, he recorded: "Youth is a

blunder; manhood a struggle; old age

a regret." These sad words were writ-

ten over a hundred years ago, but

delusions are still with us. Webster
defines delusion as "something accepted

as true or real that is actually false or

unreal."

Abraham Lincoln gave an example

of delusion when he asked on one oc-

casion: "How many legs would a sheep

have if we called the tail a leg?" When
the answer, "Five," was given, he cor-

rected it by explaining that just calling

the tail a leg didn't make it one.

The dean of students of a western

university prepared a list of what he
calls the ten delusions of youth. At the

top of his list is the delusion that

"there is no eternal truth." The dean
claims that many youth today have
been misled into believing that there

is no eternal truth, because they are

deceived. They assume everything

changes, including the nature of man
and the Ten Commandments. This de-

lusion may come from seeing a world
moving so fast that it seems impossible

to find stability.

Many kinds of eternal truth

There are many kinds of eternal

truth, and all are important. When
God releases truth to the earth, it is

available to all, and discovery is al-

most simultaneous in many advanced
scientific nations. Evidences of such

physical truths are all about us, prob-

ably one of the most obvious being the
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electric light, discovered by Thomas A.

Edison by going through certain physi-

cal processes. Edison was acclaimed a
genius at incorporating true scientific

principles in practical devices. An
excerpt from the New York Times in

September 1882 describes the early use

of "Edison's Electric Lamp" as follows:

"It was not until about 7 o'clock,

when it began to grow dark, that the

electric light really made itself known
and showed how bright and steady it

is. Then the 27 electric lamps in the

editorial rooms and the 25 lamps in

the counting-rooms made those depart-

ments as bright as day, but without
any unpleasant glare. It was a light

that a man could sit down under and
write for hours without the conscious-

ness of having any artificial light about
him. . . . the light was soft, mellow,
and grateful to the eye . . . without a

particle of flicker and with scarcely

any heat to make the head ache."

Light of spiritual truth

What a marvelous invention! What
a great light this was, compared to the

gas lights of earlier days. And yet this

artificial light, or any other of the

millions of physical scientific advance-

ments, cannot compare to the living

light of eternal, spiritual truth.

Said one man: "It matters nothing

that the Greeks counted the stars in

the thousands, we the galaxies in the

millions. The human heart, its needs
and longings, have always been the

same." To know the truth. Changes
will come through discovery and re-

search of temporal things, but let us
not confuse such temporal changes with
the consistency of eternal truth.

Truth is eternal, since God is the

source of truth. In his answer to

Thomas' inquiry
—

"Lord, we know not
whither thou goest; and how can we
know the way?"—Jesus said, "I am the

way, the truth, and the life. . .
."

(John 14:5-6.)

You see, Jesus is the authority on
truth and life, and he wants each of us

to make inquiry. He wants youth to

know how things really are, how they
came to be as they are, how they will be

in the future. This is no different from

the youth of yesteryear. God has

planted in the heart of every man the

longing to inquire and to know.
".

. . seek, and ye shall find; knock,

and it shall be opened unto you."
(Matt. 7:7.)

An all-consuming desire

The late John A. Widtsoe said: "A
Sunday wish will not suffice. It must
be an all-consuming, consistent de-

sire." God has been very generous in

calling on youth when revealing his

truths. Consider Samuel, who, as a

youngster, when God called him, an-

swered, "Speak, [Lord] ; for thy servant

heareth." (1 Sam. 3:10.) This was his

introduction to a knowledge that God
lives and was the beginning of his

noble, prophetic life.

Consider Nephi, who, in his young
years, said to his father, "I will go and
do the things which the Lord hath
commanded. ..." (1 Ne. 3:7.) Nephi
gained a knowledge far greater than
most men achieve. His whole life was
that of a prophet.

Consider Jesus, at the age of 12,

discussing truth with the learned men
in the temple, astounding them. When
approached by his parents, he said,
".

. . wist ye not that I must be about
my Father's business?" (Luke 2:49.)

Saul of Tarsus

Consider Saul of Tarsus, a young
man who was misled and erroneously

convinced that the Christians should
be destroyed. He took up the chase

but was interrupted by Jesus' appearing

to him in a vision on the road to

Damascus, that he might know the

truth. Then, knowing the truth, he
lost no time in preparing himself for

the ministry. Standing in the midst of

Mars Hill, he said, "Ye men of Athens,
I perceive that in all things ye are too

superstitious.

"For as I passed by, and beheld your
devotions, I found an altar with this

inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN
GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly

worship, him declare I unto you."
(Acts 17:22-23.)

Paul, formerly Saul, continued his

ministry for about 28 years, and in his

letter to Timothy he wrote: "For I am
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now ready to be offered, and the time

of my departure is at hand.

"I have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept the

faith." (2 Tim. 4:6-7.)

Joseph Smith's search for truth

Consider Joseph Smith, who at 14

found the source of all knowledge when
he read from James, "If any of you
lack wisdom, let him ask of God. . .

."

(Jas. 1:5.)

It was in search of truth that Joseph,

150 years ago, knelt in a grove of trees

to pray. Joseph came from a religious

family and had studied the Bible, but
the several denominations of churches
interpreted the scripture so differently

that he found it impossible to deter-

mine which was right.

What Joseph expected and hoped to

learn in answer to his sincere prayer

for knowledge was that either the

Baptist, the Methodist, the Presby-

terian, or some other religion he was
acquainted with was true. The reve-

lation that he received was totally

unexpected and overpowering. But he
could not deny it, for it came directly

from God and his Son Jesus Christ. As
a result of that humble inquiry, God
reestablished his kingdom on earth

with the attendant authority to admin-
ister its affairs, beginning with the

restoration of the Aaronic Priesthood

by John the Baptist as he spoke these

words to Joseph Smith and Oliver

Cowdery: "Upon you my fellow

servants, in the name of Messiah I con-
fer the Priesthood of Aaron, which
holds the keys of the ministering of

angels, and of the gospel of repentance,

and of baptism by immersion for the

remission of sins; and this shall never

be taken again from the earth, until

the sons of Levi do offer again an
offering unto the Lord in righteous-

ness." (D&C 13.)

Aaronic Priesthood bearers

And now let us consider youth
today. There is a body of young men,
186,000 plus, who have been ordained

and who now bear the Aaronic Priest-

hood. Many of these young men are

within this vast audience tonight. God
has confidence in you and has called
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you to his ministry. He has faith in

you. He trusts you not only to do your

duty, but also to set the right example
to the young ladies with whom you
associate. He has given you his power
on earth, the same power by which
this earth and other worlds were
created; the same power by which the

waters of the Red Sea were parted;

the same power by which Elijah

sealed the heavens so that no rain fell

upon the earth; the same power by
which Jesus gave sight to the blind,

legs to the lame, and new life to the
dead. This is the truth that you should
seek after—to know God and his plan
of eternal life.

Truth can change people

Remember—people cannot change
truth, but truth can change people.

You will experience this as you con-
tinue in your ministry.

Prepare yourselves to declare the
gospel to the nations of the earth. You
will witness the change that takes

place in the lives of those who listen

to your testimonies. Missionaries live

with these experiences and love them.
Many young people, and particularly

those who bear the priesthood, are

missionaries at home, among their as-

sociates, mainly by the way they live.

Jesus said, "If ye continue in my word,
then are ye my disciples indeed; And
ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free." (John 8:31-32.)

Latter-day Saints are not misled. We
have the Bible. We have the Book of

Mormon. We have the book of mod-
ern revelations known as the Doctrine
and Covenants, and the Pearl of Great
Price. Each of us has the privilege and
responsibility of communicating direct-

ly with our Father in heaven through
prayer. We have a living prophet who
receives revelation from God in this

day to guide us in this fast-moving
world. Always follow the leadership
of the First Presidency and the Breth-
ren, and you need not fear the delu-
sions of today.

Another delusion

Some young people are carried away
by another delusion and cry: "My life

is my ownl" Your life is not really
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your own. It was given to you by your
earthly parents, as well as by your
heavenly parents. And when you act

contrary to the wishes of your earthly
and heavenly parents, there is sorrow.

Hearts of parents everywhere were
touched by the anguished cry of a

governor of one of our states whose
son was arrested for stealing. This
man said, in speaking at a PTA meet-
ing, that there is no greater blessing

that parents can have than to have all

their children living good lives. "If

you have that great blessing," he said,

"you should thank God every day of

your lives." All good parents feel this

way about their children. David Klein,

in an article entitled "Is There a Sub-
stitute for God?" printed in the Reader's

Digest, says: "And yet the questions

remain. Anyone who can contemplate
the eye of a housefly, the mechanics of

human finger movement, the camou-
flage of a moth, or the building of

every kind of matter from variations in

arrangement of proton and electron,

and then maintain that all this design

happened without a designer, hap-
pened by sheer, blind accident—such a
person believes in a miracle far more
astounding than any in the Bible. To
regard man, with his arts and aspira-

tions, his awareness of himself and of

his universe, his emotions and his

morals, his very ability to conceive an
idea so grand as that of God, to regard
this creature as merely a form of life

somewhat higher on the evolutionary
ladder than the others, is to create

questions more profound than those
answered." (Reader's Digest, March
1970, p. 55.)

Be not deluded, brethren; know that

truth is eternal. Believe in God. And
be eternally grateful that God believes

in you. To this truth I testify in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen. O

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Henry D. Taylor, Assistant to

the Council of the Twelve, will now
address us.

Elder Henry D. Taylor

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

• My beloved brethren, bearers of the

Holy Priesthood:

I appreciate the opportunity of

speaking to you concerning the Welfare
Plan of the Church. I would like to

present what I consider to be some of

the fundamental principles of this

program.

Reason for establishing

Welfare Plan

In announcing the plan, the First

Presidency explained the reason for its

establishment, stating that it was their

desire to set up a system whereby un-
desirable practices and procedures
would be eliminated. Idleness, which
they branded as a curse, would be done
away with; a dole, which they classi-

fied evil, would be not only abolished,

but virtues such as independence,
thrift, industry, and self-respect would
also be established among the people

once again. They pointed out that it

was the aim of the Church not only to

take care of the people, when and if

necessary, but also to help the people

"to help themselves." And finally,

they expressed hope that the principle

of work would be so emphasized as to

assure its reenthronement as a ruling

principle in the lives of the church

membership.

It will be observed that idleness is

denounced and work is glorified in this

announcement. The Lord intended

that man should work and not be idle.

To our forefather, Adam, he said: "In

the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat

bread, till thou return unto the

ground." (Gen. 3:19.) Later the Lord
said to the Church on February 9, 1831:

"Thou shalt not be idle; for he that is

idle shall not eat the bread nor wear
the garments of the laborer." (D&C
42:42.)


