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and believe the truth, to let the light

of Christ shine in their lives, to keep
every good and true principle they

have, and to add to these the further

light and knowledge that has come by
revelation in this day. I plead with
them to join The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints and reap

the blessings of the gospel.

I plead with the members of the

Church to do the works of righteous-

ness to keep the commandments, to

seek the Spirit, to love the Lord, to put

first in their lives the things of God's
kingdom, and thereby work out their

salvation with fear and trembling be-

fore the Lord.

Testimony of truth

And now to all men—in and out of

the Church—I bear my testimony to

the truth and divinity of this great

latter-day work.

I know that God lives and that Jesus

Christ is his Son. I have a perfect

knowledge that the Father and the Son
appeared to Joseph Smith in the spring

of 1820 and gave him commandments
to usher in the dispensation of the

fulness of times.

I know that Joseph Smith translated

the Book of Mormon by the gift and
power of God, and that it has come
forth "to the convincing of the Jew
and Gentile that Jesus is the Christ,

the Eternal God, manifesting himself
unto all nations."

I know that The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints is the king-

GENERAL CONFERENCE
First Day

dom of God on earth, and that as now
constituted and officered it has the

Lord's approval and is moving in the

course so directed.

The Lord's Church

Let all men know assuredly that this

is the Lord's Church and he is directing

its affairs. What a privilege it is to

have membership in such a divine

institution!

And I pray that the gospel cause

shall spread, and that the honest in

heart in every nation shall be brought

to a knowledge of the Lord Jesus

Christ.

I pray for the preservation and suc-

cess of the missionaries and new con-

verts, and ask God our Father to look

down upon them in love and in mercy
and give them the desires of their

hearts in righteousness.

I pray for the youth of the Church
and of the world in these perilous

times, times when gospel standards are

needed as much as has been the case

in any age of the earth's history.

And I thank the Lord for his good-

ness and grace and for all the bless-

ings he has so abundantly poured out

upon the world, upon his church, and
upon us as individuals. In the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. O

President Harold B. Lee

Bishop John H. Vandenberg will

now speak to us.

Bishop John H. Vandenberg

Presiding Bishop

• My dear brothers and sisters: I hope
that what I might say will be in keep-

ing with the spirit of this conference.

"Lost and found"

Recently I was perusing a newspaper
and observed a column entitled "Lost

and Found." Some of the lost items

seemed particularly valuable, and un-
doubtedly those of less monetary value

would have sentimental significance to

the owner. One notice read as follows:

"Lost—in local department store,

folder containing photos of a little boy
and girl. Cannot be replaced. Re-
ward."

"Cannot be replaced." It might have
been that the little boy and girl had
grown up and left home, and these

photos were precious memories of their
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childhood. To the owner they are

priceless. It occurred to me that many
people would be made very happy if

all the items listed as "lost" could be
transferred to the "found" list.

Lives that become lost

In a very real way there are not only
valuable items lost, but, of far greater

value, lives that become lost—men and
women and young people whose lives

have been caught in the current maze
of political economics and social strife

that is causing crosscurrents of con-
fusion, neglect, apathy, permissiveness,

and wrongdoing.

In our office, we frequently receive

letters from bishops and parents in

various parts of the country asking for

help in locating a teenager who has
left home. These letters tear at our
emotions as we share the feelings of

parents in their great concern for the

welfare of their son or daughter.

Notices are sent to all the wards,
containing pictures and descriptions of

these young people, with the hope that

they may be located and persuaded to

return home. We usually hear nothing
more, and we wonder if these "lost"

young people are ever found, for we
know they "cannot be replaced."

The prodigal son

We hope that in all cases they "come
lo themselves" or "find" themselves
and return home, as did the prodigal

son who took his inheritance and went
to a far country and spent it in riotous

living.

And we hope also that when and if

they do return, they will receive the
kind of welcome described in the
parable Jesus taught. For this father,

ever praying and ever watching, saw his

son from a great way off and had com-
passion, and ran and fell on his neck
and kissed him. It is hoped also that
those who return are as penitent as

was the son when he said to his father,

"I have sinned against heaven, and in
thy sight, and am no more worthy to

be called thy son," and that parents
are as loving and as forgiving as

the father who said to his servants,

"Bring forth the best robe, and put it

•on him; and put a ring on his hand,
and shoes on his feet:

"And bring hither the fatted calf,

and kill it, and let us eat, and be
merry:

"For this my son was dead, and is

alive again; he was lost, and is

found " (Luke 15:21-24.)

I imagine this son was a sorry sight

after what he had been through, hav-
ing just left a job as a swineherd, but

his rather did not treat him like the

vagrant he appeared to be. He put the

best robe upon him and treated him
like a prince. Do you suppose this

made any difference in the way the son

reacted? Do you believe the statement
of the German dramatist Goethe when
he said: "If you treat a man as he is

he will stay as he is, but if you treat

him as if he were what he ought to be,

and could be, he will be that bigger

and better man."
From the teachings of the Savior we

know that he was greatly concerned
with those who were lost.

Story of Lazarus

You will remember the story of

Lazarus, the brother of Mary and
Martha. When Jesus received the mes-
sage, "Lord, behold, he whom thou

lovest is sick," he stated, "This sick-

ness is not unto death, but for the glory

of God, that the Son of God might be

glorified thereby."

Nevertheless, Lazarus died, and Jesus

knew he was dead; yet he tarried for

two days where he was before saying

to his apostles, "Let us go into Judea
again." Apparently astonished, they

tried to dissuade the Master, saying,
".

. . the Jews of late sought to stone

thee; and goest thou thither again?"

Then, in his teaching wisdom, Jesus

answered, "Are there not twelve hours
in the day? If any man walk in the

day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth

the light of this world.

"But if a man walk in the night,

he stumbleth, because there is no light

in him."

Gospel light

Having taught his disciples that he
was the "light and life" of the world,
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is it possible that he was teaching them
again that, regardless of whatever ob-

stacles might present themselves, the
real purpose of his gospel and of their

mission was to bring light into the lives

of those who are in darkness, that they
might not stumble? Was he saying

that reclaiming men from sin and
darkness was one of the prime purposes

of his gospel?

After this lesson, Jesus then stated

to his disciples: "Our friend Lazarus
sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake
him out of sleep." The disciples re-

marked that if the man was sleeping

it would be well with him. Jesus made
it plain by saying, "Lazarus is dead."

When Jesus arrived on the outskirts

of the town, Martha met him, saying,

"Lord, if thou hadst been here, my
brother had not died." And when
Jesus told her, "Thy brother shall rise

again," Martha, understanding the

meaning of the resurrection, answered,

"I know that he shall rise again in the

resurrection at the last day." Then
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection,

and the life: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live:

"And whosoever liveth and believeth

in me shall never die. . .
."

"Lazarus, come forth"

Having asked to be taken to the

tomb, Jesus directed that it be opened,

answering the objection that the body
had lain in the tomb four days by
saying, "Said I not unto thee, that, if

thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest

see the glory of God?"
The stone was removed, and Jesus,

standing before the open portal, after

praying to his Father in heaven, cried,

"Lazarus, come forth." (See John 11:3-

44.) The dead man heard this voice of

command, and Lazarus, restored to life,

came forth. He came forth to life and
light—to the light of this world, Jesus

Christ—that light to which all of us

are entitled. If we walk in that light

we will not stumble. Without it we
will stumble in darkness.

The lamplighter

A number of years ago a group of

Americans stood on a hilltop in north-

ern France looking down on one of the

old cities that had been partially de-

stroyed during the war. As they

watched, they saw the French lamp-
lighter begin to light the lamps of the

city, moving from one to another. Some
lamps he found easy to light; others

needed to be cleaned or adjusted before

the light came forth. The old lamp-
lighter moved from one side of the

street to the other, performing his duty,

and finally his faithfulness was re-

warded as the highway was lighted

and made safe for the traveler.

So does Christ light the way for all

of us, that we may not stumble in

darkness on the path to eternal life.

And so it is our responsibility to light

the way for others.

The lost sheep

Some of these young people about
whom the bishops write may be like

the sheep that wandered off in igno-

rance, bewildered in the darkness, as

the rest of the flock returned to the

fold. But the good shepherd left the

ninety and nine who were safe and
went in search of the one that was
lost until he found it. This parable

shows the great love of the Master for

all of his children, for Jesus gave it in

answer to the criticism of the Pharisees

who felt that he should not associate

with the publicans and sinners.

Jesus knew the status of these so-

called "outcasts." They had come to

him as he supped. They knew that in

him they had a friend who would give

them courage to live a good life.

Premature death

Someone has said, "Some men die at

thirty but are not buried until they are

seventy," having observed that when a

person ceases to grow in knowledge,
ceases to grow in spirit, and fails to

live up to his responsibilities, he
withers and dies, even though he still

walks upon the earth. People bring

this premature death upon themselves

by their own attitudes, as a self-

inflicted punishment for turning away
from the light of truth. Jesus may have
had reference to these, hoping that
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they might change, when he said: ".
. .

he that believeth in me, though he

were dead, yet shall he live; And who-
soever liveth and believeth in me
shall never die " (John 11:25-26.)

The Master knows that even men in

such a dormant status, more dead than

alive, can be changed, and so he pur-

sues them in his ever-loving, ever-

caring, ever-forgiving way.

His Church restored

Just as he organized his church in his

day, conferring his authority upon his

brethren, commanding them to pursue

the salvation of mankind, so has he

in these latter days restored his church

and revealed his priesthood and com-
missioned those who receive the priest-

hood to warn, expound, exhort, teach,

and invite all to come unto Christ.

Then, as members do come into his

church, he also commissions his priest-

hood to visit the house of each member,
exhorting them to pray vocally and in

secret and to attend to all family duties.

For this is the only way to keep his

kingdom strong. His charge to us is to

be with and strengthen our brethren.

To those who diligently pursue such

a course, miracles come to pass, evi-

denced by testimonies that declare:

"He was dead, and is alive again; he
was lost, and is found."

Letter on home teaching

So wrote one sister: She, having been
born and raised in another church,

states that she and her Mormon hus-

band lived the first years of their

marriage without any religious activity.

One evening two pleasant fellows ap-

peared at their door and introduced

themselves as home teachers. With
little encouragement, they kept coming,
month after month. Then the hus-

band began, for the first time, to read

such Church books as he had.
The sister said that when they moved

to another town she packed the books

away where she hoped her husband
would never find them again. Sure

enough, the couple again forgot about
religion until other home teachers ar-

rived at their new home.
After the first visit of these new

teachers, her husband searched for his

books until he found them. The sister

states that the one teacher was so

friendly that they couldn't help liking

him, and when he began inviting them
to church affairs, they accepted because

he seemed to really want them there,

and they didn't want to disappoint

him.

"Finally," said the sister, "after call-

ing for many months, he asked if he
could offer a prayer in our home, and
we didn't know how to refuse. So the

first prayer ever offered in our home
was by this home teacher.

"About this time our teenage son
began to complain at being sent to

my church while neither his father nor
I was attending church ourselves. So
we compromised by attending the Mor-
mon Church and my church on alter-

nate Sundays.

"Our home teachers had been call-

ing on us for about two years when
they asked if the missionaries might
call. (We had had them in our former
town, but I had refused to listen to

them.) This time I agreed to hear the

missionaries but failed to make any
effort to listen or understand and re-

fused to read any of the material that

was given to me. After the fourth call,

the missionaries handed me more
pamphlets and suggested that I read
fifty more pages in the Book of Mormon
(I had read none of the book yet) ; then
one of them said good-naturedly, 'Now
you can get further behind.'

"Suddenly I was ashamed of my
attitude and determined to read the

entire Book of Mormon before his next
visit. I carried out this promise, and
when the missionaries returned I told

them I wanted to be baptized." As a
result of these efforts by the priesthood

brethren, the family was unified and is

now enjoying the true purpose of life

in harmony with the principles and
teachings of the gospel.

Opportunities to help

Certainly we do not lack for oppor-
tunities to help those who have turned
away and become dormant. Nor do we
need to lack courage in our pursuit as

we listen to the words of the Lord:
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"Verily I say, men should be anx-

iously engaged in a good cause, and do
many things of their own free will, and
bring to pass much righteousness;

"For the power is in them, wherein

they are agents unto themselves. And
inasmuch as men do good they shall in

nowise lose their reward." (D&C
58:27-28.)

No obstacle can keep a faithful

servant from his blessing as he brings

light into the life of his brother or

sister, for the blessing is this:

"And if it so be that you should labor
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all your days . . . and bring, save it be
one soul unto me, how great shall be
your joy with him in the kingdom of

my Father!" (D&C 18:15.)

In the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen. O

President Harold B. Lee

We shall now hear from Elder Paul

H. Dunn of the First Council of

Seventy, who is now presiding over the

New England Mission.

Elder Paul H. Dunn

Of the First Council of the Seventy

• I am grateful this morning, my
brothers and sisters, both seen and
unseen, for the message of our great

President, for his challenge to us to

return to the fundamentals. I thought,

if only the world would heed his

words and get down to the things that

matter most.

Experiences in Vermont

It reminded me of a little experi-

ence I had recently in Vermont. I

was attempting to find a shortcut to

the little town of Rutland, and I took

one of those exciting back-road routes

and soon became hopelessly lost. I

came to a fork in the road. I noticed

a farmer standing in the field, so I

wound down the window and I asked,

"Say, fella, does it matter which road

I take to Rutland?" He said, "It

doesn't matter to me at all." I think

sometimes the world has that problem.

In the upper part of New England
we sometimes get snowbound, and
once after a rather heavy storm I fol-

lowed a snowplow into Saint Johns-

bury. The town had been isolated

some eight days. Again, I was lost. In

seeking help I went into a little country

store, and sitting there on the typical

cracker barrel was another Vermonter.

I asked, "Tell me, sir, what do you do
all winter when you get snowbound?"

He said, "We just sit and think, mostly

sit."

I think that might be a major prob-

lem in the world: we are sitting rather

than thinking and acting.

I am grateful for the opportunity to

greet you once again and to bring spe-

cial greetings from America's birth-

place, New England. It is wonderful
to see the mountains of the West and
the beauty of fall as it unfolds before

us. I love this great country.

Vince Lombardi

Fall also brings the crisp days and
chilly nights that signal the start of

the football season. Those of you who
take an active interest in sports, and
know of football's importance in turn-

ing boys into men, were saddened
recently as I was in learning of the

passing of that great football coach and
builder of men, Vince Lombardi. Here
was a man who came to a last-place

team comprised of men who had for-

gotten what winning was—a team with
no spirit, no confidence, and no respect

—and in three short years he turned
them into a team of world champions.
But being a champion once didn't

satisfy Vince Lombardi. He and his

team went on to win again and again,

game after game, title after title. The
Green Bay Packers soon became the


