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"Then what you seal on earth, by
the keys of Elijah, is sealed in heaven;
and this is the power of Elijah, and this

is the difference between the spirit and
power of Elias and Elijah; for while
the spirit of Elias is a forerunner, the

power of Elijah is sufficient to make
our calling and election sure; and the

same doctrine, where we are exhorted to

go on to perfection, not laying again
the foundation of repentance from dead
works, and of laying on of hands, resur-

rection of the dead, &c.

"We cannot be perfect without our
fathers, &c. We must have revelation

from them, and we can see that the
doctrine of revelation far transcends the

doctrine of no revelation; for one truth

revealed from heaven is worth all the

sectarian notions in existence." (Joseph
Fielding Smith, Teachings of the

Prophet Joseph Smith [12th ed.; Salt

Lake City: Deseret Book Company,
1961], p. 338. Italics added.)

Salvation for living and dead

I testify of the need to understand
the importance of this work of Elijah

—this work of salvation for the dead
as well as for the living. I testify of the

divinity of this doctrine of Jesus Christ,

which applies to both those living and
those dead. I testify of the power of

the priesthood by which revelation

is received and say that Elias has al-

ready come and so has Elijah. The
keys they revealed are being used to-

day in The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints to do the total work
of salvation for which Jesus Christ gave

his life to accomplish. Thus through
this doctrine and through this priest-

hood power we can unite the whole
family of God into everlasting life.

In the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen. o

President Joseph Fielding Smith

We have just listened to Elder Theo-
dore M. Burton. The congregation and
chorus will now join in singing, "O
Say, What Is Truth?"

After the singing, Elder Marvin J.

Ashton, Assistant to the Twelve, will

be the speaker.

The congregation and chorus sang
the hymn, "O Say, What Is Truth?"

Elder Marvin J. Ashton

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

• Years ago while walking with a wise
friend of mine, we passed one of his

neighbors as he stood in the front yard
of his home. My friend greeted the

man with, "How are you, Bill? It's

good to see you." To this greeting, Bill

didn't even look up. He didn't even
respond.

"He is an old grouch today, isn't

he?" I snapped.

"Oh, he is always that way," my
friend responded.

"Then why are you so friendly to

him?" I asked.

"Why not?" responded my mature
friend. "Why should I let him decide
how I am going to act?"

Action or reaction

I hope I will never forget the lesson

of that evening. The important word
was "act." My friend acted toward
people. Most of us react. At the time
it was a strange attitude to me, because

I was in grade school and following

the practice of "if you speak to an
acquaintance and he does not respond,

that is the last time you have to

bother," or "if someone shoves you on
the school playground, you shove him
back."

I have thought many times since

this experience that many of us are

perpetual reactors. We let other people

determine our actions and attitudes.
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We let other people determine whether
we will be rude or gracious, depressed

or elated, critical or loyal, passive or

dedicated.

Perpetual reactors

Do you know people who are cool

toward an acquaintance because last

time they met she wasn't warm in her

greeting? Do you know people who
have quit praying to the Lord because

he hasn't answered (so they think)

their prayers of last month or last year?

Do you know people who give up on
others because they don't respond in

the ways we think they should? Do
you know people who fail to realize

that Christlike behavior patterns en-

courage us to be the same yesterday

and forever?

The perpetual reactor is an unhappy
person. His center of personal conduct

is not rooted within himself, where it

belongs, but in the world about him.

Some of us on occasion seem to be

standing on the sidelines waiting for

someone to hurt, ignore, or offend us.

We are perpetual reactors. What a

happy day it will be when we can
replace hasty reaction with patience

and purposeful action.

Negative attitude in relationships

I am acquainted with a man who
has a brother serving time in a state

penitentiary. On several occasions I

have asked this friend of mine to

accompany me to visit his confined

family member. When asked most re-

cently, he responded with an emphatic,

"No, I don't want to go. It's no use.

He won't talk. He won't listen. He's

no good. He will never change." His

last statement, "He will never change,"

prompted me to think, "and apparently

neither will you."

This man is allowing his confined

brother to control his actions; in fact,

he has created a negative attitude in

his relationship. The free man has not

maintained a positive drive to do what
he feels is right; instead, his brother

has set the pace for both of them—no
communication, no visits, no change
in either life.

Action program in Church

What a pleasure it is today to be
part of a great action program in the

Church that makes it possible for us

to take a prisoner or others with social

problems from the level we find them
and help them move forward. Our con-

cern must be to impress our associates

with the fact there is a better tomor-
row, and it belongs to those who live

for it! Forgiveness and repentance are

action principles. What a blessing it

is in our lives when we come to realize

there is hope and help for all of us
in the days ahead, regardless of where
we find ourselves at this hour.

"We've got a problem"

When Jim Lovell of Apollo 13

radioed across almost a quarter of a

million miles of space to Houston,

Texas, a few months ago that some-
thing had gone wrong in their space-

craft, he taught the world a mighty
lesson with his statement: "We've got

a problem." Here were three brave

men on a voyage to the moon faced

with the staggering realization they

might never see the earth again. Some-
thing had gone wrong. What do they

do now? Act or react? Instead of

demanding, "Who's responsible for this

error?" his statement, "We've got a

problem," rallied our best to their

support. When Jim Lovell and his

crewmates were later asked if they had
fears of not reaching earth again, they

responded that they just concentrated

on the jobs they had to do. They did

everything in their power to get back
to earth. A terrifying problem was
theirs, but they were determined to

handle it a step at a time, and hoped
and prayed their efforts would succeed.

Through action they overcame fear;

through action and teamwork they
triumphed. What happened is history,

but the lesson of action is for our use

today.

Being true to ourselves

Shakespeare had a glimpse of the

importance of man's personal action

when he wrote the following lines in

Hamlet: "This above all: to thine own
self be true, And it must follow, as the
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night the day, Thou canst not then be

false to any man." (Hamlet, Act 2,

sc. 3.)

Being true to ourselves can mean
knowing where we are, where we are

going and why, and assisting our asso-

ciates in traveling the right paths

with us.

"Doers of the word"

Scriptures such as "be ye doers of

the word . .
." (Jas. 1:22), and "But

my disciples shall stand in holy places,

and shall not be moved . .
." (D&C

45:32) take on new significance as we
realize our responsibility to act and
not react.

Our Prophet Joseph Smith was a

man of action. Torture, belittlement,

and all manner of inhumane affliction,

including a pending martyr's death,

did not halt nor even slow down his

life of purposeful action. He acted as

one totally committed to "I am not

ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it

is the power of God unto salvation. . .
."

(Rom. 1:16.) He didn't just think

about the gospel or react to it; he lived

it. He was true to himself and to those

principles he valued more than life

itself.

Purposeful action

The gospel of Jesus Christ is pur-

poseful action. "Ask," "Seek," "Knock,"

and "Judge not" and "Love" are words

of action, not reaction. Jesus led his

fellowmen as a mighty master because

"he taught them as one having author-

ity, and not as the scribes." (Matt.

7:29.) Jesus was true to himself and
to his Father; and so important to all

of us, he was true to us.

How weak the following reaction
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philosophies are: "See if your neighbor

loves you first before you manifest love

toward him." "See if your acquaintance
is friendly before you offer your friend-

ship." How powerful the action com-
mandment of "Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself."

I humbly pray that we may be men
and women of action, and not let any-
one else lead us from his paths. If we
follow the teachings of this great gospel

of Jesus Christ to the fullest of our
ability, it can truthfully be said of us,

through our actions also, that we "in-

creased in wisdom and stature, and in

favour with God and man." (Luke
2:52.)

Thrust in sickles

We start to fail in our homes when
we give up on a family member. We
fail in our positions of leadership when
we react by saying, "It's no use, they

won't come." "It's no use, they won't

respond." Let us thrust in our sickles

with all of our might in the fields in

which we have been called, and not
spend our time reacting to the location

or type of crop we have been called to

harvest.

I bear witness to you that the gospel

of Jesus Christ is an action way of life

and that the gospel of Jesus Christ is

true. May our Heavenly Father help

us to actively be about his business I

pray in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen. O

President Joseph Fielding Smith

The next speaker will be Elder

James A. Cullimore, Assistant to the

Twelve. He will be followed by Elder

Loren C. Dunn of the First Council
of Seventy.

Elder James A. Cullimore

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

• My brethren and sisters: How de-

lightful it is to be here today. Sometime
ago Brother Guy B. Rose, who is

usually present on the front row of

these meetings, told me of an inter-

esting experience in his work. He had
been a superintendent of schools in

the East. One day as he visited one of

the classes in a school, the teacher had
the students drawing on the board


