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could be. God is not nature and He
is not the universe; He is the growth
of living connections of value in the

universe. If one wishes he can say,

this is not God but it is the work of

God. Practically it comes to the same
thing.'

"

Elder Berrett continues, "Having di-

vergent views as to the personality of

God it follows that we must have
divergent views upon the matter of

revelation from Him. Both Dr. Wie-
man and I believe in revelation as a

continuous principle of life but when
we use that term we are thinking of

entirely different things. Dr. Wieman
would not accept such a vision as that

to Joseph Smith in the grove because

it does violence to his concept of God.
He would reject the reality of heavenly
messengers, and the reality of any
direct words from God to man. . . .

"This then is the real nature and
place of revelation. It is not a miracu-
lous giving of knowledge. But it is

that change in personality which, in

one way or another, is required before

man can get any knowledge of any-
thing that lies outside the range of his

established organization of interest. It

is a reorganization of his interests

which enables him to know a new
kind of reality," (From an address
given at LDS Department of Educa-
tion Regional Convention, November
8, 1941, in William E. Berrett, Con-
tinuous Revelation in the Church,

P- 6.)

Understanding influenced by concept

Not only is it important in our

understanding of revelation to know
God, but our understanding of all the

principles of the gospel are greatly in-

fluenced by our concept of him as a
personal, loving Father and of the great

plan of salvation that he has provided

for all his children. The kind of a

God as described by the Prophet Joseph

Smith makes me understand him as

my literal Father in heaven. He said:

"God himself was once as we are

now, and is an exalted man, and sits

enthroned in yonder heavens! That is

the great secret. If the veil were
rent today, and the great God, who
holds this world in its orbit, and
who holds all worlds and all things by
His power, was to make himself visible

—I say, if you were to see him today,

you would see him like a man in form

—

like yourselves in all the person, image,
and very form as a man; for Adam was
created in the very fashion, image and
likeness of God, and received instruc-

tion from, and walked, talked and
conversed with Him, as one man talks

and communes with another." (Docu-
mentary History of the Church, vol. 6,

p. 305.)

Key to need

In the Sermon on the Mount, the
Savior gave us the key as to the need
of really knowing the Father when
he said: "Be ye therefore perfect, even
as your Father which is in heaven is

perfect." (Matt. 5:48.)

It is man's purpose in life to learn
to know God, to know the nature and
kind of being God is, and then to con-
form to his laws and ordinances; to

progress, to be exalted to that high
state wherein man becomes perfect as

the Father is perfect.

May we be able to do this, I pray
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. Q

Elder Loren C. Dunn

Of the First Council of the Seventy

• I remember a story told by a forest

ranger about a tourist coming to a na-
tional park to take pictures of wildlife.

Not far from the campground he found
what he was looking for—twin bear

cubs rummaging around in a garbage
dump, half playing, half looking for

dinner. Grabbing his camera, he pro-

ceeded to take a series of pictures from
a number of different angles. In his
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haste, he failed to realize that when
you find bear cubs in the forest, the

mother bear is never very far away.
As he moved to get a close-up shot

of the playful cubs, he inadvertently

came between the cubs and the mother
bear, who was in the trees a short dis-

tance off. The bear struck out imme-
diately for her cubs, and a near
disaster was averted when a passerby,

noticing the scene, alerted the tourist,

who demonstrated unusual athletic

ability as he vacated the garbage pit.

We often hear of the ferocity with

which animals protect their young, and
usually these stories are associated with
incidents about parents who for some
unexplainable reason abandon their

children. While these actions can and
should be condemned, nonetheless, we
seem to live in a day and age where
there is another kind of abandonment,
which is almost worse than a mother
leaving an unwanted baby on a door-

step.

Temptation to give up on children

What I am talking about is the

temptation of parents to give up on
their children, especially when those

children seem to flaunt and disregard

the laws of morality and conduct,

which the parents hold dear and which
govern the home, and when the chil-

dren seem to rebel against every effort

parents make to correct their behavior

or show them a better way.
At least a baby who has been left on

a doorstep will be looked after by the

appropriate agencies, and usually

placed in a home where parents who
want it will adopt it and love it and
raise it as their own.
A boy or a girl who has been given

up by his or her parents because they
(the children) are off on the wrong
foot and possibly even surly and re-

bellious to any parental effort is in a

much more serious predicament. When
the hard times come—and they will

—

who is going to care if the parents
don't?

Young people cut adrift

The tragedy of our times as we look

around us is that we see too many
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young people cut adrift—some of them
in trouble and some of them causing

trouble for society. Perhaps it is hard
to realize that our Eternal Father also

refers to these as son or daughter; and
if we are to understand the parable of

the lost sheep, perhaps they are even
a little more important to him in that

they are not safely in the fold.

Society has given us a thousand rea-

sons why some begin to rebel and
wander. Yet, I can't help but feel that

in many cases it all must come back to

those who gave them life and those

who somewhere along the line gave
up on them, either by deserting them or

ignoring them or simply not caring

enough to build their children into

their lives.

Father who never gave up

I had a young girl come in to see me
the other day, a beautiful girl, neat

and clean, giving a good appearance.

But the story she told was anything but

clean, and far from beautiful.

From her early teenage years, she

had become involved in drugs. It be-

came so bad that at one time in her
life she had moved away from her

family and was more or less drifting

from one pot party to another. She had
taken up the so-called hippie culture

and was high on drugs most of the

time.

"Strangely enough," she says, "dur-

ing all this time my father never gave
up on me, and although I knew I was
breaking my parents' hearts, I could
always go home to my father and know
that he loved me, and that he wouldn't
condemn me as an individual, although
he condemned everything that I did."

This girl went on to say that one
night she had what she called a bad
trip; I believe she referred to it as

"freaking out." She said it was such a

terrifying experience that she went
home to her parents and spent the rest

of the night in bed with them, just as

she must have done as a child when
she had a nightmare. She had no real

rest until her father finally gave her
a blessing, which seemed to ease her
mental and physical torture.

This happened to be the turning



ELDER LOREN C. DUNN 43

point in this girl's life. She said she

always knew it was wrong but was just

determined to rebel. Bit by bit she has

now put her life back together again,

and although she still has a way to go,

she is going to make it now.
She had a father, you see, who never

gave up on her.

Story of 18-year-old son

Another experience comes to mind
about a mother and her 18-year-old

son, not of our faith. Let me quote her

story.

"Three years ago my son made a new
friend—his first link with 'the drug

scene.' I tried very hard to let him
know what this boy was and to say,

'You don't need drugs in your life.'

But he ignored me. Aside from mov-
ing away, there seemed to be nothing

I could do.

"As my noes became more numerous,

his rejections became unbearable. . . .

One night at the dinner table he an-

nounced, 'I won't obey the rules in this

house any longer.' He said that as soon

as he saved enough money, in about

three months, he was going to move
out. 'Until then,' he said, 'I'm going

to say what I want to say, smoke what
I want to smoke.'

"

The mother said she got up from the

table, walked down the hall, and then

came back and said, "I've got news for

you, son. Either you abide by the rules

or you can find a room elsewhere in

three days, not three months."

He was shocked. But the next day he
did get a job, and he soon moved out.

Leaving home, however, did not mean
giving up membership in the family.

"I let him know that the door was
always open," she said. "I went to see

his new apartment, took an interest in

his new job, invited him for a snack

when he finished moving his things

out. And he knew that coming home
would never be interpreted as a defeat

for him, but as a new decision.

"He had several jobs," said the

mother; "one in a restaurant. But

while he was working out problems for

himself, he also was ready to put him-
self out to help others. Eventually he

became a full-time staff member at

Project Place, a center for runaways
and people with drug problems.
"From time to time, he would come

to see me," continued the mother, "and
I would ask him, 'Where are you at?

Are you ready to come home?' One day
he decided he was, and he moved back
in. He had lost his preoccupation with
drugs."

Then the mother made a very signifi-

cant point. She said, "My son has
made some mistakes, experienced some
pain he probably didn't have to, but I

think he has come out rejecting what's
wrong in the world and taking upon
himself what is real and beautiful. . . .

I think a child has a right to be right

and a right to be wrong, and to know
that his parents will stay with him
through it all." (Christian Science
Monitor, September 9, 1970.)

Abandoned girl

Perhaps you remember a story that

took place a few months ago. It ap-

peared in most of the newspapers. A
little girl was found clinging to a fence

that divides a super freeway in one of

the world's largest cities. The police

were summoned, and as they brought
the girl to safety, she unfolded this

pathetic story.

It was her parents, you see, who put
her there. They had said, "Now hang
on to the fence and don't let go for any
reason." Then the parents drove off,

planning to desert her. The newspaper
account was graphic. You could pic-

ture the little girl, a tear in her eye,

lower lip quivering, but holding fast

to the rail as cars and huge trucks

went roaring by on each side, not dar-

ing to let go because daddy had told

her to hold on—standing there deter-

mined, waiting patiently, for a mother
and father who never intended to

return.

Plea to parents

Oh, parents, no matter what the dif-

ficulty, may we never desert our chil-

dren in some dark and dangerous
thoroughfare of life, no matter what
prompted them to get there. When
they reach the point—and for some it

may be a painfully long time—when
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they reach the point that they need us,

I pray that we might not let them
clown.

".
. . But when he was yet a great

way off, his father saw him, and had
compassion, and ran, and fell on his

neck, and kissed him.

"And the son said unto him, Father,

I have sinned against heaven, and in

thy sight, and am no more worthy to

be called thy son.

"But the father said to his servants,

Bring forth the best robe, and put it
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on him; and put a ring on his hand,
and shoes on his feet:

"For this my son was dead, and is

alive again; he was lost, and is

found " (Luke 15:20-22, 24.)

In the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen. O

President Joseph Fielding Smith

Elder Delbert L. Stapley of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve will be our conclud-
ing speaker at this session.

Elder Delbert L. Stapley

Of the Council of the Twelve

• My brothers and sisters and friends:

The scriptures teach us that our God is

a God of love. It is the greatest

thing God can give us and the great-

est thing we can give him. The true

measure of loving God is to love him
without measure. His love toward us

was manifested when he sent his Only
Begotten Son into the world that we
might live through him. (See 1 John
4:9.)

A degree of the love between the

Eternal Father and his Only Begotten

Son has existed between other fathers

and sons. We should not feel that such
love is beyond our ability to receive

and to give. We may not be able to

match the perfect love shown to us by
the Savior, because Christ is the epi-

tome of this God-given quality, but it

is a goal toward which all of us should
strive.

Need of the world

The most important need of the

world today to remedy its follies and
problems is for man to return to God
in love and obedience to his will.

Without love, the world will continue

in turmoil with worsening conditions

until it is steeped in wickedness and
sin, at which time the judgments of

God will fall upon the unrighteous of

the earth. The cures for all the ills

and wrongs, the cares, the sorrows, and

the crimes of humanity lie in one
word—love.

Love, if used in its proper context,

will hold the peoples of the world to-

gether in understanding and peace.

Today the most trampled-upon ingredi-

ent for a happy and joyous life is the

word love.

If the tender, profound, and sympa-
thizing love practiced and recom-

mended by Jesus were paramount in

every heart, the loftiest and most glori-

ous ideals of human society would be

realized and little would be wanting
to make this world a kingdom of

heaven. Love is indeed heaven upon
the earth, since heaven above would
not be heaven without it.

What love is

The apostle Paul calls love the bond
of perfection and peace. It is the old,

the new, and the great commandment,
for love is the fulfilling of the law.

Love is manifest in charity of the

soul. It is made up of many things,

all of which lead to a high idealism in

standards of living, personal behavior,

and purpose. It is expressed in Christ-

like example, in words, in actions, in

thoughtful attentions and kindly deeds.

Love is not real when one demands
attentions and fancied needs, then is

not appreciative of them and gives

nothing in return for the favors re-


