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Resurrection and judgment

The resurrection is a reality made
possible by our Lord Jesus Christ, who,
in the words of Paul, was "the first-

fruits of them that slept." And because

he was resurrected, everyone who has
lived or will live upon the earth will

also be resurrected. (See 1 Cor. 15:20-

22.) Whether they wish to be or not

really makes no difference—they are

going to live again anyway and be

judged according to their works; and
the condition they are in at the time

of their resurrection will to a great

extent determine their reward. Then
they who are filthy shall be filthy still,

and they who are righteous shall be
righteous still. (See 2 Ne. 9:16.) And
each one will get what he has prepared

himself to receive.

Man not saved in sins

As much as our Heavenly Father

loves us and wants to help us to avoid

heartache and unhappiness, still there

is nothing much he can do for his

children unless they desire it done. It

is a startling fact to most Christian

people when Mormon elders tell them
that God cannot save his children in

their sins. But this is the word of

God through his prophets. The prophet

Alma, in a conversation with a man
professing to be religious but not

believing in God, said, "And I say

unto you again that he [God] cannot

save them in their sins; for I cannot
deny his word, and he hath said that

no unclean thing can inherit the king-

dom of heaven; therefore, how can ye
be saved, except ye inherit the king-

dom of heaven? Therefore, ye cannot
be saved in your sins." (Al. 11:37.

Italics added.)

A requirement for exaltation

If the Lord cannot save a man in his

sins, neither can he force a man to

repent. Repentance is required for

exaltation, but repentance is a volun-

tary matter and, in the words of Paul,

a gift of God—not a gift in the usual

sense of an object presented but never-

theless a gift in a real sense, presented

to each of us by the Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, who has paid the price

for our sins on condition of our accept-

ing his sacrifice for us through repen-

tance. The Lord has given us a key, a

sign of repentance. "By this ye may
know if a man repenteth of his sins

—

behold, he will confess them and for-

sake them." (D&C 58:43.)

I bear witness that Jesus is the Christ

and that he lives and has made re-

pentance possible and necessary and
required of all; that the command-
ments of God are given by a loving

Father to make us free here on earth

and in the spirit world, that we may
enter the spirit world as uninhibited

spirits, ready to receive the new knowl-
edge that will be there for us, and to

get us into condition to receive a far

greater and eternal weight of glory

through the resurrection of the just. I

bear this witness in the name of

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen. O

Elder Sterling W. Sill

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

• During the last six months of this

year, the Saturday night leadership

meetings of our stake conferences are

being used to promote the double ob-

jectives of the military relations pro-

gram of the Church. It is of primary
importance that every person in the

world should understand that the

Church of Jesus Christ has been re-

established upon the earth. It is also

important to know that governments
were instituted of God for the benefit

of man and that he holds us account-
able for our acts in relation to them.
(See D&C 134:1.)

The citadel of liberty

We have a direct revelation from
the Lord that he raised up wise men
to establish the Constitution of this
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land, and he requires that it be main-
tained for the protection of all flesh,

according to just and holy principles,

that everyone may act according to his

God-given moral agency. It is a di-

vine decree that this land should serve

as the citadel of liberty. And it is the

American mission to keep freedom,

righteousness, and human dignity alive

in the world. (See D&C 101:77-80;

Preamble to the Constitution.)

How grateful we ought to be that

God raised up such men as our found-
ing fathers to stand in the forefront

of our civilization and give our nation

its start toward its destiny. The history

of our world would have been vastly

different if the kind of men who use

Stalin blood purges, Hitler gas ovens,

Castro indignities, and Communist de-

ceptions as instruments of government
had laid our national foundations or

were presently manipulating the con-
trols of American wealth and power.

It seems to me that above most other

things we need to learn to be good
soldiers. Whether we are in or out of

uniform, we should develop those sure

and steady qualities of always being
faithful, of always being loyal, of al-

ways living at our best, and of always
being successful.

Great because of goodness

In 1835 a French visitor, by the name
of Alexis de Tocqueville, made a de-

tailed study of our national operations.

Later he wrote in his book: "America
is great because she is good. And if

America ever ceases to be good, she will

cease to be great." This is a divine

law that applies to all nations and to

all individuals. But it applies particu-

larly to us, because our extraordinary

power and our extraordinary mission
give us extraordinary responsibilities.

When we sing "God Bless America,"

what kind of an America should we
have in mind? Certainly not a
drunken America, nor a criminal

America, nor an irresponsible America.

We must not build an atheistic Amer-
ica, nor a disloyal America, nor a weak
America, nor an immoral America. And
to effectively serve God and our
country, every good church member
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and every good citizen should be con-

stantly waging war—not a war against

anybody, but a war for everybody, a

war for God and for freedom and for

truth and for righteousness and for

success.

Service to country

Sometime ago a 43-year-old man
reenlisted in the army. A friend said

to him, "Don't you think that you have
already done enough for your country?"

He replied, "Can anyone ever do
enough for his country?" And President

John F. Kennedy pointed the American
way to success in his inaugural address

when he said, "Fellow Americans, ask

not what your country can do for you,

ask what you can do for your country."

Then, in the tradition of the prophets,

he sealed his testimony with his blood.

Every God-fearing, freedom-loving,
truth-seeking person in the world, re-

gardless of nation, creed, color, or race,

should constantly be praying and con-
tinually be working for a strong, en-
during, righteous United States of

America. For if any communistic
combination of nations should ever

reach their announced goal of world
domination, then none of our other
problems would ever again seem of

very great consequence. As Emerson,
the spokesman for an earlier America,
said: "For what avail the plow or sail,

Or land or life, if freedom fail?"

Too often we accept the blessings of

religion and the advantages of govern-

ment and then ignore our duties and
deny our responsibilities. We pledge
allegiance to the flag, but we allow
ourselves to be divided by foreign

troublemakers, despoiled by irrespon-

sible vandals, weakened by criminal
race-rioters, and sickened by traitors

conducting senseless demonstrations
against the government and our duly
elected leaders.

Military heroes

That fundamental principle is still

in effect that says, "United we stand,

divided we fall." And the Master him-
self has said, "If ye are not one, ye

are not mine." It is significant that

many of the greatest men that God
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has ever raised up out of the dust of

this earth have been military men.

We have national holidays to com-
memorate the birthdays of George
Washington, the father of his country,

and Abraham Lincoln, who saved it

from dissolution. Both were our

commanders-in-chief during important

wars. Some of our more recent war
heroes were John J.

Pershing, Douglas
MacArthur, Dwight D. Eisenhower, and
our present great commander-in-chief,

Richard M. Nixon. We should also

keep in mind that the greatest of all

military men was the Son of God him-
self. In the war in heaven, he led the

forces of righteousness against the

rebellion of Lucifer. We can also draw
great significance from the fact that

before the Savior of the world was the

Prince of Peace, he was Jehovah the

warrior.

The Prophet Mormon

The Bible says that the Lord is a

man of war. And the Lord is his name.

(Exod. 15:3.) It should be very helpful

for each soldier, as he enters military

service, to receive a Book of Mormon
from the Church. This important book

of scripture was written by ancient

prophets who occupied our continent

before us. And it was compiled by
Mormon, that great pre-Columbus
American general whose name it bears.

This is significant, as he was one of

the greatest authorities about those

very principles on which our present

success depends.

When he was only ten years of age,

Mormon received the divine call to his

life's work of compiling this book for

our benefit. (Morm. 1:2.) Then, like

young Samuel at Shiloh, he received a

personal visitation from the Lord at

age 15. (Morm. 1:15.) At age 16 he was
appointed to lead the armies of the

Nephite republic against its adversaries,

the Lamanites, and his commission ex-

tended over 58 years, until his death at

age 74. (Mor. 2:2; 6:6; 8:3.) No weak-
ling or coward survives a test like that.

Mormon was a prophet, an author, a

historian, and he had the most ex-

tended military career on record.

He taught his soldiers the arts and

strategies of war. But he also taught

them that the most important qualifi-

cation for being a good soldier is to be
a good man. Through Mormon, God
offered the Nephite army victory at

any time that they would obey those

laws of righteousness on which all

military as well as all other success

finally depends. The greatest nations

of the past have fallen because they
have disobeyed God's laws of success.

And if we desire to be good soldiers,

we must avoid their mistakes. A road-

side billboard for an oil company says

"A Clean Engine Produces Power"

—

and so do a clean mind and a loyal

heart.

Throwing off moral restraints

It is extremely unfortunate that so

many, while officially representing

"this nation under God," should use

the army as an excuse to throw off their

moral restraints and do those things

to which the Ruler of the Universe so

seriously objects. Anyone who lays

aside his religion when he enters mili-

tary service is like the one who removes
his armor under fire. And from any
point of view, no drunken, immoral,
irreverent, cowardly, disobedient army
is entitled to win victories. Washing-
ton was at his best when on his knees
at Valley Forge. Lincoln said that he
was not so much concerned about
whether or not God was on his side,

but it was very important for him to be
on God's side. How inspiring it ought
to be for our present-day soldiers to

carry with them into battle the inspired

teachings of this great prophet-general,

who, over a long period, had the

closest kind of association with the

God of success. He failed only, as the

Savior failed, because his soldiers re-

fused to follow, but he tried magnifi-
cently. Mormon said, "I speak it

boldly; God hath commanded me."
(Moro. 8:21.) And he carried out every

command.

Divine decree

With prophetic vision, Mormon
looked down to our time. And he was
greatly concerned about what he saw.

He tried to stimulate our responsibility
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by recalling the divine decree that says

that we must obey the God of this

land or we shall be swept off when
the fullness of his wrath shall come
upon us. Mormon said:

"Behold, I speak unto you as though
I spake from the dead; for I know that

ye shall hear my words." (Morm.
9:30.) "Listen unto them and give

heed, or they will stand against you
at the judgment-seat of Christ." (Moro.

8:21.)

And I imagine that when that

great tribunal sits and we shall stand

before it, how grateful we shall feel if

we have been wise enough to follow

his inspired leadership.

Spirit of giving

Instead of getting all we can out of

the government, we should generate

more of the spirit of Nathan Hale, who
said, "I only regret that I have but one
life to lose for my country." The Re-
deemer himself has said: "Greater

love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friends."

(John 15:13.) And then in this, he
also set us a personal example. This
stimulating idea has been condensed
into verse, wherein the poet said:

"To every man upon this earth

Death cometh soon or late;

But every man may give his life

To something good and great.

"And how can man die better

Than in facing fearful odds,

For the ashes of his fathers

And the temples of his gods."

(Author unknown.)

Pledge of founding fathers

And so again we might ask ourselves,

Can anyone ever do enough for his

country or for God or for the people

of our planet with whom we live?

Before signing the Declaration of In-

dependence, our founding fathers wrote
above their signatures their own de-

termination to live by their convictions.

They said: "And in support of this

declaration, we mutually pledge to

each other our lives, our fortunes, and
our sacred honor." That was about all

that any of them had to give. And
they offered it freely, without any
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reservation. We have much more at

stake, and certainly we should not do
less.

Major Martin Treptow, who fought
in World War I, was a good soldier.

Before he gave his life in the battle of

Chateau-Thierry, he wrote in his

diary, "I will work, I will save, I will

sacrifice, I will endure. I will fight

cheerfully and do my utmost as though
the entire conflict depended upon me
alone." And whether we are engaged
on a moral or a military battlefield,

even one man can, if he will, change
the morale of a whole community.

Daniel Webster's warning

Our lives and our civilization itself

depend upon our being good soldiers.

This great truth was stated by Daniel
Webster, in prophetic language before

the New York Historical Society on
February 22, 1852, just before his death.

Even then he saw some of those dan-
gers which are now gathering about us.

He was trying to help us to be good
soldiers when he said:

"If we and our posterity shall be true

to the Christian religion; if we and
they shall live always in the fear of

God and shall respect his command-
ments; ... we may have the highest

hopes of the future fortunes of our
country, and we may be sure of one
thing: Our country will go on prosper-

ing. But if we and our posterity reject

religious instruction and authority,

violate the rules of eternal justice,

trifle with the injunctions of morality,

and recklessly destroy the political con-
stitution which holds us together, no
one can tell how sudden a catastrophe

may overwhelm us, that shall bury all

our glory in profound obscurity.

"Should that catastrophe happen let

it have no history. Let the horrible

narrative never be written. Let its

fate be that of the lost books of Livy
which no human eye shall ever read,

or the missing Pleiad of which no man
can ever know more than that it is lost,

and lost forever."

Service to God and country

But this catastrophe must not happen
and it will not happen if we but fol-
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low the directions that have already

been given by the greatest of all mili-

tary authorities. God offered to save

Sodom and Gomorrah if only ten

righteous people could be found there-

in, and God will prosper us if we will

faithfully carry forward our double

assignment of so serving God and our

country that many hundreds of mil-

lions of truth-seeking, freedom-loving,

God-fearing men and women may be

entitled to the everlasting blessings of

our eternal Heavenly Father. For this

I humbly pray in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen. O

President Joseph Fielding Smith

We have just listened to Elder

Sterling W. Sill, Assistant to the Coun-
cil of the Twelve.

We now invite the congregation to

join with the combined choruses stand-

ing and singing "High on the Moun-
tain Top," after which Elder Franklin

D. Richards, Assistant to the Twelve,
will speak to us.

The congregation and chorus sang
the hymn, "High on the Mountain
Top."

President Smith

Elder Franklin D. Richards, Assistant

to the Twelve, will now address us,

and he will be followed by Elder A.
Theodore Tuttle of the First Council
of Seventy.

Elder Franklin D. Richards

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

• My dear brothers and sisters, I am
happy to participate with you in the

wonderful spirit of this conference and
in the beautiful music and inspira-

tional messages we have listened to. I

feel that these messages are particularly

applicable at this time.

At the crossroads

Frequently we hear that our nation

is at the crossroads of advancement or

fall, and this could well be a correct

analysis of the present situation.

Many have twisted moral values to

suit themselves, have scoffed at in-

tegrity, and have become victims of a

feverish tension, lacking the one thing

they want most—inner peace. To a

considerable extent this nation has be-

haved like great civilizations of the

past when they have become self-

indulgent and pleasure ridden, just

before they crumbled.

Success of the inner man

But where do we go from here? Do
we have a new frontier or goal?

It seems to me that we should seek

the success of the inner man, now that

our affluent society has furbished the
outer man so extensively.

We could search for paths to family
harmony, more and better relatedness

to God and our fellowmen, and inner

ease instead of tension.

Our new frontier and goal might
well be that of making a rich and re-

warding life.

Let me suggest that we reexamine
our standards of right and wrong and
determine what standards are best for

ourselves and for the common good of

our fellowmen.

I am convinced that neither science

nor philosophy can satisfactorily an-
swer these questions but that the gos-

pel of Jesus Christ can.

We bear witness to the world that

God the Father and his Son Jesus Christ

have appeared to the Prophet Joseph
Smith in this dispensation and restored

the gospel of Jesus Christ in its fullness

and that there is a prophet of God on
the earth today, our beloved President

Joseph Fielding Smith.


