
29

Elder S. Dilworth Young

Of the First Council of the Seventy

"
. . . and when thou art converted,

strengthen thy brethren." So said the

Lord to Peter as he prepared himself

and his apostles for his great sacrifice.

This statement might have startled

Peter. Certainly it pricked him, for he
said, "Lord, 1 am ready to go with

thee, both into prison, and to death."

Then the Lord told Peter that "the

cock shall not crow this day, before

that thou shalt thrice deny that thou
knowest me." (Luke 22:32-34.)

Mark records that Peter's vehement
declaration of devotion was echoed
by the remainder of the apostles in

these words: "Likewise also said they

all." (Mark 14:31.) Yet when the mo-
ment came and a maid accused Peter

of being a disciple, he denied the

acquaintance. The remaining ten, like-

wise, despite their own declarations,

did not do as they had declared they

would do.

"When thou art converted"

Peter had been in the whole service

of the Lord for three years. He had
seen but did not seem to realize what
the Lord meant by "when thou art

converted."

From now on things were to be dif-

ferent. There would be a crucifixion,

one of the most painful methods of

execution ever devised by men and
one which also tore at the vital emo-
tions of any who witnessed such a

death. There would be a resurrection

—the first ever to occur on this earth

—and from it a resurgence of joy and
hope. The Lord would depart. He
would leave his work in the hands

of the eleven who had been constantly

with him—men who had listened for

three years to him, had not quite un-

derstood what he meant, had seen

him executed, and had touched with

their hands his risen body, and even

yet they would not know what it was
to be converted until the Holy Ghost

visited them and touched their souls

with living fire.

Meaning of conversion

We see what it means to be con-

verted in the inspired acts of Peter

on the day of Pentecost, as compared
to his wavering denials on the night

of the arrest of the Lord. The man
who stood forth on Pentecost was
not the same man who had fearfully

protested he "knew not the man."

The Paul who after his baptism and
reception of the Holy Ghost boldly

declared the truth to Agrippa was a

completely changed man from the

man who was going toward Damascus,

seeking out Christians to destroy them.

Peter believed and denied. Peter

was converted and became a rock

against which the power of Satan was
impotent. He became determined,

fearless, pushed by an inward power
strong and true. Paul persecuted be-

cause of disbelief, thinking that he did

God's service. Paul was converted

and became like Peter.

Conversion brings strength, deter-

mination to defend the work of the

Lord on earth and to expand it. This

conversion comes when one receives

the baptism of fire, the witness of the

Holy Ghost.

Readiness to bear burden

And now the keys of it all, given

to Peter before, would have for him
their true meaning. From now he

would bear the burden, the full re-

sponsibility, to carry forth the work
of the Lord to all the world. He would
have to direct the others of the Twelve

and the work of the ministry both to

the gentiles and in the organized

branches.

All eleven had been given the Com-
forter—which up until now they had

not yet experienced—by which they

were to teach all things, by which all
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things would be revealed, and without

which they should not teach. (See

D&C 42:14.)

Limited knowledge of world

The burden of teaching the world

was theirs! What did they know about

the world? its extent? its bounds?
They knew of Rome, but only in

name. They had heard of Athens and
Alexandria. They had better knowl-

edge of Damascus and Tyre, of Ephe-

sus and Sidon. But surely the world

of India or of China or of Indonesia,

the immensity of the African conti-

nent or even of Europe were not

even imagined. They knew Ethiopia

by legend. By and large "the world"

was nebulous in their minds.

Yet bravely they set forth. The
Spirit whispered, and each one, newly
attuned, felt to go to a place, be it

Athens, Ephesus, or Rome. From there

the whispering directed each one to

still another place. And to another

—

until they must have encompassed
most of the known world of their

day. We know of Paul's travels be-

cause someone wrote of them and

because fourteen of his letters have

been preserved. But where the others

went is mostly tradition.

The conditions of our day

Today things are different. These

are the last days. Today we know the

field. We know the location of every

nation on earth. We know the means
by which we may reach each land.

We know what to expect from climate

and from other natural forces, and we
have the means to go to each place.

The eleven apostles witnessed that

they saw the Lord ascend; Joseph

Smith witnessed that he saw the Lord

descend, and more, for he saw the

Father standing with his beloved and
exalted Son.

Yesteryear we read of the visit of

an angel to John on Patmos, but today

we read of the visits of many angels

—of Moroni, of John the Baptist, of

Peter and James and John, and of
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Moses and Elias and Elijah—each one
declaring his keys and passing them
to Joseph Smith.

We see with our own eyes the he-

ginning of the fulfillment of many
ancient prophecies and the complete
fulfillment of others.

Teaching by the Spirit

We know how to go out to teach.

We know how to find people and how
to cultivate their interest. We know
how to apply sound teaching methods.

All we need to do now is for each of

us to become converted, to arise and
go forth in the power of our knowl-

edge and by the Spirit. Truly the ad-

monition of the Lord to Peter, "and
when thou art converted, strengthen

thy brethren," is happening today.

As the Holy Ghost descended upon
Peter and his associates at Pentecost,

so has this divine gift been given

freely to us. We have had, ever since

1830, the power of the Holy Ghost
guiding and strengthening our leaders

and loyal members. The gospel has

been carried through the fervent wit-

ness of untiring missionaries and
members until we now have organized

units of the Church in more than

two-thirds of the countries throughout

the world, but there are uncounted

millions yet to hear.

From 1830 to 1846 whole families

were involved in the work. They
warned their neighbors; they were
all involved. A father left home every

spare minute and went out teaching

and preaching. The children at home
were a part of it, for they had to work
hard to make up for their father's

absence.

Families involved in effort

After 1846, when the Saints moved
to the mountain valleys of Utah, fami-

lies were not so much engaged. While
fathers sometimes went, more often

the sons went, until in the twentieth

century the sons were carrying the

actual travel burden. During the same
time families began to feel that their
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part was to support a missionary,

not to go out to teach or proselyte or

make friends.

Now with correlation established,

we have returned to the original

premise. Families are involved. Father,

mother, and children unite in the

grand and noble effort to seek out

those who may be persuaded to listen.

And with their effort will come the

strengthening by which Peter was ad-

monished to perform. As they seek

those to whom they preach, they

themselves will be strengthened and
in their turn will convert and strength-

en other brethren until the happy day
that all men see the glory of the Son
of God and witness the fulfillment

of his word that the gospel should roll

forth until it has filled all the earth.

(See D&C 65:2.)

Calling of seventies

The seventies of the Church are

called by revelation to this work, and
the detail of that work is by appoint-

ment so that the work may be orderly.

In each ward the seventies mission

leader is to plan the work and super-

vise its execution under the bishop's

direction. The home teachers bear a

most important responsibility to per-

suade every family of Latter-day

Saints to make friends with their non-

member neighbors and to persuade

these to accept the missionaries. The
methods are many, but the gospel is to

save the souls of men. Become con-

verted, my brethren; go perform. You
have the spirit; do it.

Results of conversion

I look at the First Presidency and
the Twelve, who direct us. I see in

their actions the result of their con-

version, and witness to you that they

stand in their places as did Peter,

filled and inspired by the Holy Ghost.

They are the leaders appointed by the

Lord in this day. Let us follow their

guidance and by our own conversion

in our turn strengthen our brethren.

I know, too, that Jesus Christ the

Lord leads this latter-day work and
that he lives. This is his restored gos-

pel; 1 testify to it in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President }oseph Fielding Smith

The congregation and chorus will

now join in singing, "O Say What Is

Truth."

The hymn," O Say What Is Truth"

was sung by the congregation.

President Smith

Elder Milton R. Hunter of the First

Council of Seventy will now address

us. He will be followed by Elder

Sterling W. Sill, Assistant to the

Council of the Twelve.

Elder Milton R. Hunter

Of the First Council of the Seventy

We still hear the voice of Jehovah as

it thundered down from Mount Sinai,

commanding, 'Thou shalt not commit
adultery." (Exod. 20:14.) For over

three thousand years this command-
ment has reverberated throughout

the Hebrew and Christian world. It

has been the guideline by which mil-

lions of people have patterned their

lives.

Results of breaking moral law

Many people throughout the

Church and, generally speaking,

throughout the world have now
abandoned the anciently cherished


