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part was to support a missionary,

not to go out to teach or proselyte or

make friends.

Now with correlation established,

we have returned to the original

premise. Families are involved. Father,

mother, and children unite in the

grand and noble effort to seek out

those who may be persuaded to listen.

And with their effort will come the

strengthening by which Peter was ad-

monished to perform. As they seek

those to whom they preach, they

themselves will be strengthened and
in their turn will convert and strength-

en other brethren until the happy day
that all men see the glory of the Son
of God and witness the fulfillment

of his word that the gospel should roll

forth until it has filled all the earth.

(See D&C 65:2.)

Calling of seventies

The seventies of the Church are

called by revelation to this work, and
the detail of that work is by appoint-

ment so that the work may be orderly.

In each ward the seventies mission

leader is to plan the work and super-

vise its execution under the bishop's

direction. The home teachers bear a

most important responsibility to per-

suade every family of Latter-day

Saints to make friends with their non-

member neighbors and to persuade

these to accept the missionaries. The
methods are many, but the gospel is to

save the souls of men. Become con-

verted, my brethren; go perform. You
have the spirit; do it.

Results of conversion

I look at the First Presidency and
the Twelve, who direct us. I see in

their actions the result of their con-

version, and witness to you that they

stand in their places as did Peter,

filled and inspired by the Holy Ghost.

They are the leaders appointed by the

Lord in this day. Let us follow their

guidance and by our own conversion

in our turn strengthen our brethren.

I know, too, that Jesus Christ the

Lord leads this latter-day work and
that he lives. This is his restored gos-

pel; 1 testify to it in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President }oseph Fielding Smith

The congregation and chorus will

now join in singing, "O Say What Is

Truth."

The hymn," O Say What Is Truth"

was sung by the congregation.

President Smith

Elder Milton R. Hunter of the First

Council of Seventy will now address

us. He will be followed by Elder

Sterling W. Sill, Assistant to the

Council of the Twelve.

Elder Milton R. Hunter

Of the First Council of the Seventy

We still hear the voice of Jehovah as

it thundered down from Mount Sinai,

commanding, 'Thou shalt not commit
adultery." (Exod. 20:14.) For over

three thousand years this command-
ment has reverberated throughout

the Hebrew and Christian world. It

has been the guideline by which mil-

lions of people have patterned their

lives.

Results of breaking moral law

Many people throughout the

Church and, generally speaking,

throughout the world have now
abandoned the anciently cherished
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Hebraic-Christian moral standard of

chastity. Frequently married people

commit adultery and single people

indulge their passions in acts of

fornication. The results are unhappi-
ness, the loss of love, breaking up of

homes and destroying of family life,

increase in the number of divorces,

shame, loss of spirituality, apostasy,

and eventually loss of eternal salva-

tion.

Two cases cited

Let us cite only a few of the nu-

merous cases that have come to my
personal attention recently. A few
months ago a mother of five children

came to my office. She wept bitterly

as she told me that her husband
had spent most of his time during

the past year with another man's

wife. She explained that on a number
of occasions she followed him in

her car to the other woman's place.

Naturally, the sinful husband was
miserable, the wife was very sorrow-

ful, and the children were broken-

hearted. ".
. . wickedness never was

happiness." (Al. 41:10.)

About a year ago a young man
came to my office and wept as if his

heart would break. He said, "I com-
mitted adultery about two years ago.

The sin is causing me such mental

anguish that I cannot bear it any

longer. If I must be excommunicated,

please have the Church take action

soon. My suffering is beyond descrip-

tion. I want to do what 1 can to pay
for that terrible sin."

Cases could be multiplied. But

these two examples should be

enough to illustrate the gravity of the

sin of adultery.

A permissive society

We are living today in a very per-

missive society. Having abandoned
the ancient Christian morality, many
people claim to accept a new mor-
ality, which in reality is to live con-

trary to the laws of chastity as pro-

claimed by God. We are living in a
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day when a sexual revolution is being

proclaimed. Enticements to illicit

behavior are found everywhere. Day
by day a flood of them is growing

worse in novels, magazines, movies,

TV, and advertising.

Many religious leaders have ceased

teaching that sin exists. Where are

the Christian ministers who stir their

audiences with sermons on chastity;

who proclaim condemnations of

adultery and of all manners of im-

moral acts? Some ministers and

religious teachers have become con-

verted to n:\odem permissive thinking

and even have become advocators of

it.

New sex code

On May 17, 1970, certain newspa-

pers reported that several prominent

Christian ministers had completed a

three-year study on a proposed new

sex code for a prominent Christian

church. Although that church is ab-

solutely against adultery, such lib-

eralized statements on moral behavior

appear in the report of a committee

as follows:

"We recognize that there may be

exceptional circumstances where
extra-marital activity may not be

contrary to the interests of a faithful

concern for the well-being of the

marriage partner.

".
. . the difficult decision must

be made 'by and on the responsibil-

ity of the person taking the excep-

tion.' But a principal point is that

the final judge is not the Bible or the

church or even God— it is the indi-

vidual and his or her conscience."

(Will Oursler, "Religious Storm Cen-

ter: New Sex Code," Parade, May 17,

1970, p. 28.)

Ancient immorality

The new permissiveness, or new
morality, as it is often called, is noth-

ing more than ancient immorality

dressed in new clothing. In ancient

times, the people worshiped fertility

gods and goddesses. Many of their
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ceremonies were centered in gross

immorality against which Israel's

prophets denounced continuously.

In the days of Noah, practically

all flesh became corrupted by immo-
rality. The result was that God de-

stroyed the world with a flood.

Biblical examples

The Bible contains excellent ex-

amples of men who otherwise would
have been great. But when they broke
the law of chastity it broke them.

For example, Samson, a man of

powerful physical strength, with an
uncontrollable lust for women, was
betrayed by Delilah and finally com-
mitted suicide while in chains of

bondage to the Philistines. God
blessed Solomon with great wisdom;
nevertheless, he debauched his life

with numerous concubines.

King David's fall

David, whom the Lord loved and
who is regarded by many people as

Israel's greatest king, spent the latter

part of his life in brokenhearted sor-

row over his sin against Uriah and
his adultery with Bathsheba. His deep

feelings were expressed in one of

the most pitiful prayers in the holy

scriptures:

"Have mercy upon me, O God, ac-

cording to thy loving kindness: . . .

"Wash me thoroughly from mine
iniquity, and cleanse me from my
sin.

"For I acknowledge my transgres-

sions: and my sin is ever before

me." (Ps. 51:1-3.)

Having an understanding of the

plan of salvation and a thorough

knowledge of the seriousness of the

gross sins of adultery and murder
which he had committed. King David
in anguish cried out unto the Lord:

"... thou wilt not leave my soul in

hell." (Ps. 16:10.)

More than two thousand years

after King David's death and only 127

years ago, Jesus Christ spoke from

heaven and informed us that because

of David's sin against him in the case

of Uriah and his wife, David "hath
fallen from his exaltation" and his

wives have been given to another.

(D&C 132:39.)

Joseph's noble example

Perhaps the most famous Bible ex-

ample of a stalwart and noble man
who was tempted but retained his

chastity was Joseph, the young, hand-
some servant of Potiphar, the Egyptian

ruler. He resisted the vile allure-

ments of Potiphar's wife, refusing to

commit adultery with her. Joseph's

reply was: ".
. . how . . . can I do

this great wickedness, and sin against

God? . .
." (Gen. 39:9, 12.) And then

he fled from her presence.

Rather than betray his ideals, he
went to jail, where he was confined in

a dungeon for several years.

Eternal marriage

God, the Eternal Father, through

Jesus Christ, has revealed to mankind
a gospel plan of salvation. Its purpose
is to give all who will accept and
obey it peace and happiness in this

world and eventually eternal life in

the presence of God in celestial

glory. The greatest of all laws in this

gospel plan pertains to marriage for

life and eternity. Thus it pertains to

the family eternal. The sweetest joys

and greatest blessings that can be
gained in mortality and in the life to

come are attained through family

life lived in accordance with the gos-

pel plan.

Thus, a basic law in marriage is

the law of chastity. Men and women
cannot defile the fountain of life and
reap a fullness of joy. Happiness and
purity of heart and mind go hand in

hand.

Seriousness of immorality

What are some of the rewards for

chastity and some of the terrible re-

sults of adultery?

The Book of Mormon is very ex-

plicit regarding the seriousness of
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sex immorality. Alma's son Corianton

committed sin with the harlot Isabel.

Alma, being a good father and a great

prophet of God, declared unto his

son:

"Know ye not, my son, that these

things are an abomination in the

sight of the Lord; yea, most abomi-

nable above all sins save it be the

shedding of innocent blood or deny-

ing the Holy Ghost?

"Now my son, I would that ye

should repent and forsake your sins,

... for except ye do this ye can in

nowise inherit the kingdom of God."

(Al. 39:5, 9.)

Throughout the ages the prophets

of God have proclaimed that no un-

clean thing can inherit the kingdom
of God. (Moses 6:57; Gal. 5:19-21; 1

Cor. 6:9.)

Christ taught law of chastity

Jesus Christ while in mortality

vigorously taught the law of chastity.

He said: "Ye have heard that it was
said by them of old time. Thou shalt

not commit adultery:

"But I say unto you. That whoso-
ever looketh on a woman to lust

after her hath committed adultery

with her already in his heart." (Matt.

5:27-28.)

Jesus also declared: "Blessed are

the pure in heart: for they shall see

God." (Matt. 5:8.)

Nearly two thousand years have

passed since Alma and Jesus gave

their teachings on chastity. Has God
withdrawn the laws relative to chas-

tity? Isn't it a sin to commit adultery

today?

Commandment reconfirmed

Jesus Christ has spoken from
heaven in our day and restored his

gospel and church. He has recon-

firmed the age-old commandment in

several different revelations of "Thou
shalt not commit adultery."

For example, to the people of his

church, through the Prophet Joseph

Smith, Jesus Christ gave the follow-

ing commandment:
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"Thou shalt love thy wife with

all thy heart, and shalt cleave unto

her and none else.

"And he that looketh upon a

woman to lust after her shall deny
the faith, and shall not have the

Spirit; and if he repents not he shall

be cast out." (D&C 42:22-23.)

Fate of adulterers

Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon
were shown the fate of adulterers

after death in the world to come in

telestial glory. The Lord told them:

"These are they who are liars, and

sorcerers, and adulterers, and whore-
mongers. . . .

"These are they who are cast

down to hell to suffer the wrath of

the Almighty God. . .

'" (D&C 76:103,

106.)

Command to be virtuous

The Lord commanded the priest-

hood holders in our dispensation as

follows:

".
. . let virtue garnish thy

thoughts unceasingly; then shall thy

confidence wax strong in the presence

of God; and the doctrine of the

priesthood shall distil upon thy soul

as the dews from heaven.

"The Holy Ghost shall be thy con-

stant companion, and thy scepter an

unchanging scepter of righteousness

and truth. . .
." (D&C 121:45-46.)

May we think clean thoughts and
refrain from all impure actions, living

by every word that proceedeth forth

from the mouth of God. Then shall

we have joy in this life and prepare

to come back into the presence of the

Lord to be crowned with glory and
eternal life.

In the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen."

President Joseph Fielding Smith

We will now hear from Elder

Sterling W. Sill, Assistant to the

Council of the Twelve. He will be

followed by Elder Franklin D. Rich-

ards, Assistant to the Twelve.


