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Personal witness

Now, I wonder with you why one
such as I should be called to the holy

apostleship. There are so many quali-

fications that I lack. There is so much
in my effort to serve that is wanting.

As I have pondered on it, I have come
to only one single thing, one qualifi-

cation in which there may be cause,

and that is, I have that witness.

I declare to you that I know that

Jesus is the Christ. I know that he
lives. He was born in the meridian of

time. He taught his gospel, was tried.

was crucified. He rose on the third

day. He was the first fruits of the

resurrection. He has a body of flesh

and bone. Of this I bear testimony.

Of him I am a witness. In the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Harold B. Lee

Elder Boyd K. Packer of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve has just spoken to

us.

We shall now hear from Elder

Alvin R. Dyer, Assistant to the Twelve.

Elder Alvin R. Dyer
Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

On the day of Pentecost in Old Jerusa-

lem, the apostle Peter declared unto the

people that Jesus Christ, who had be-

fore been preached unto them, would
come again, but that that day would be
delayed until the restitution or restora-

tion of all things, and that this event

had been promised since the world
began. The organization of the Church
of Christ, known as The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in this

day and age, is part of that restoration.

Events at Church organization

On this day we reaffirm our convic-

tion and testimony of that which trans-

pired in the organization of the Church
of Christ in this dispensation 141 years

ago today. Upon that occasion, unto

those who were assembled, the Lord

referred to that which had already

been accomplished in the restoration

of the gospel through his servant

Joseph Smith. Here are his words:

"And gave unto him command-
ments which inspired him;

"And gave him power from on high,

by the means which were before pre-

pared, to translate the Book of Mor-
mon;

"Which contains a record of a fallen

people, and the fulness of the gospel

of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles and to

the Jews also;

"Which was given by inspiration,

and is confirmed to others by the min-

istering of .angels, and is declared

unto the world by them

—

"Proving to the world that the holy

scriptures are true, and that God does

inspire men and call them to his holy

work in this age and generation, as

well as in generations of old;

"Thereby showing that he is the

same God yesterday, today, and for-

ever. Amen." (D&C 20:7-12.)

The last dispensation

The Church of Christ has been

restored in this the last of all dispen-

sations, which is called by the Lord

"the dispensation of the fulness of

times." (D&C 112.) When completed,

it will produce a welding together

of all former dispensations, with their

keys, principals, and intelligence

down from the time of Adam. Being

the last, this dispensation presages

the doctrines of last things in the

preparation for the second coming of

Christ the Lord and of the end of the

mortal existence of man upon the

earth.
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The question of the nearness of the

second coming of the Son of Man
rests upon many in our present day.

In pondering the question I have often

thought of three things. The first is

observed in these words of the Lord:

"But of that day, and hour, no one
knoweth; no, not the angels of God
in heaven, but my Father only."

(Joseph Smith 1:40.)

Preparation for second coming

There are signs, however, which
indicate the nearness of this great

event. For instance, and secondly,

living in the last dispensation, we
must be aware of the fact that there

will not be another. It follows that all

that God has intended for the redemp-
tion and salvation of man upon the

earth through the gospel plan will

culminate in this dispensation. Ac-

tually, the Lord identifies this present

day, in particular, as a time of prep-

aration. Here is the instruction he

gave by revelation in the early days

of the Church:

"Pray unto the Lord, call upon his

holy name, make known his wonder-

ful works among the people.

"Call upon the Lord, that his king-

dom may go forth upon the earth, that

the inhabitants thereof may receive it,

and be prepared for the days to come,

in the which the Son of Man shall

come down in heaven, clothed in the

brightness of his glory, to meet the

kingdom of God which is set up on
the earth.

"Wherefore, may the kingdom of

God go forth, that the kingdom of

heaven may come, that thou, O God,
mayest be glorified in heaven so on

earth, that thine enemies may be sub-

dued; for thine is the honor, power
and glory, forever and ever. Amen."
(D&C 65:4-6.)

The culmination of this dispensa-

tion in the sequence of the Lord's

time will see the glorious coming of

the Son of Man.

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Third Day

The day of the gentile

The third condition which I often

ponder concerns the day of the gentile,

which day is now, wherein the gospel

is being taken to the gentile nations

of the earth, that they may, if obedi-

ent to the call, come in and be num-
bered with the house of Israel. (See

1 Ne. 13, 14.)

The Lord, in a revelation to Joseph

Smith, related this period to the near-

ness of his second coming. I quote:

"And when the times of the Gen-
tiles is come in, a light shall break

forth among them that sit in darkness,

and it shall be the fulness of my gos-

pel." (D&C 45:28.)

But there will be many among
them who will not receive it. Of these

the revelation continues:

"But they receive it not; for they

perceive not the light, and they turn

their hearts from me because of the

precepts of men." (D&C 45:29.)

But as to the identification of the

time that the gospel is taken to the

gentiles, I quote from the same revela-

tion:

"And when the light shall begin to

break forth, it shall be with them like

unto a parable which I will show
you

—

"Ye look and behold the fig-trees,

and ye see them with your eyes, and

ye say when they begin to shoot

forth, and their leaves are yet tender,

that summer is now nigh at hand;

"Even so it shall be in that day

when they shall see all these things,

then shall they know that the hour is

nigh." (D&C 45:36-38.)

Turbulent conditions of the

last days

The turbulent and awesome con-

ditions of the last days of mortal exis-

tence, some of which we now observe,

have been spoken of by many of the

prophets. The Lord's remarks about

these days are most direct, which he

gave when asked these words by his

disciples:
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".
. . Tell us when shall these

things be which thou hast said con-

cerning the destruction of the temple,

and the Jews; and what is the sign

of thy coming, and of the end of the

world. . .
." (Joseph Smith 1:4.)

He gave them specific answers as

to what would happen to the Jews

and then gave attention to the condi-

tions of the last days. Here are his

words, in part:

"And they shall hear of wars, and
rumors of wars.

"Behold I speak for mine elect's

sake; for nation shall rise against na-

tion, and kingdom against kingdom;

there shall be famines, and pestilences,

and earthquakes, in divers places.

"And again, because iniquity shall

abound, the love of many shall wax
cold; but he that shall not be over-

come, the same shall be saved.

"And again, this Gospel of the

Kingdom shall be preached in all the

world, for a witness unto all nations,

and then shall the end come, or the

destruction of the wicked." (Joseph

Smith 1:28-31.)

Assurance and hope

By way of assurance and hope, to

build strength in the hearts of the

Saints, the Lord has given this counsel

by revelation, with which I close my
remarks:

"... I say unto you, be one; and if

ye are not one ye are not mine.

"And again, I say unto you that

the enemy in the secret chambers

seeketh your lives.

"Ye hear of wars in far countries,

and you say that there will soon be

great wars in far countries, but ye

know not the hearts of men in your

own land.

"I tell you these things because of

your prayers; wherefore, treasure up

wisdom in your bosoms, lest the

wickedness of men reveal these things

unto you by their wickedness, in a

manner which shall speak in your ears

with a voice louder than that which
shall shake the earth; but if ye are

prepared ye shall not fear." (D&C
38:28-30.)

Ye shall not fear

Ye shall not fear, for as the Lord

said upon another occasion, the gather-

ing and the faithfulness of the Saints

is for a refuge against the awesome
conditions which we must face. The
Lord has given to us the pattern in

all things, that we may not be de-

ceived, for Satan is abroad in the land

and he goeth forth deceiving the na-

tions.

I know, my brethren and sisters,

that God lives. I know that Jesus is

the Christ. 1 know that the message

of the restoration is true, and if

we are faithful, we need not fear

that which must come about. I say

this in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President Harold B. Lee

Elder Alvin R. Dyer, Assistant

to the Twelve, has just addressed us.

The congregation and the chorus

will now join in singing "We Thank
Thee O God for a Prophet."

After the singing. Elder Marion
D. Hanks, Assistant to the Twelve,

will speak to us.

The congregation sang the hymn,
"We Thank Thee O God for a

Prophet."

President Lee

Elder Marion D. Hanks, Assistant

to the Twelve, will be our next

speaker. He will be followed by Elder

James A. CuUimore, Assistant to the

Twelve.


