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We read in the Book of Mormon
that we should turn our hearts to them.

There isn't time to read that prophecy

to you. He said many of the Gentiles

would say: "A Bible! A Bible! We
have got a Bible, and there cannot be

any more Bible." And then the Lord

said, ".
. . what thank they the Jews

for the Bible? . .
." (2 Ne. 29:3-4.)

Then in a revelation from the Lord

to the Prophet Joseph Smith three

years after this church was organized,

in the ninety-eighth section of the

Doctrine and Covenants, the Lord

said: "Therefore, renounce war and
proclaim peace, and seek diligently to

turn the hearts of the children to their

fathers, and the hearts of the fathers

to their children; And again, the hearts

of the Jews unto the prophets, and
the prophets unto the Jews; lest 1 come
and smite the whole earth with a curse,

and all flesh be consumed before me."
(D&C 98:16-17.) Trust not the wisdom
of men. That is the wisdom of God,
the Eternal Father, as he gave it to the

Prophet Joseph in this day.

One kingdom and one Cod

Jeremiah saw the day when the

house of Judah would walk with the

house of Israel (see Jer. 3:18); and
then we are told by Ezekiel that the

day would come when there should

no more be two kingdoms, but one
kingdom, and one God should rule'

over them all. (See Ezek. 37:22.)

I pray that the Lord will help us

to go on, still fulfilling his promises

of all that he has revealed that has

not yet been fulfilled. And I would
like to live long enough to see a little

more even of these marvelous accom-
plishments, as a part of this great gos-

pel dispensation.

With all my heart and soul, I bear

you my witness of the divinity of this

work, that God the Eternal Father has

decreed its destiny. It is built on the

foundation of apostles and prophets,

with Christ our Lord as the chief

cornerstone. And he is guiding his

church today, and will continue to do
so until he comes in the clouds of

heaven as the holy prophets have de-

clared, and I leave you that witnesss

in the ame of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder LeGrand Richards of the

Council of the Twelve has just spoken
to us.

Elder Eldred G. Smith will now
speak to us. He will be followed by
Elder Paul H. Dunn of the First

Council of Seventy.

Elder Eldred G. Smith

Patriarch to the Church

After Adam and Eve were driven out

of the Garden of Eden, they were

taught the principles of the gospel

and the plan of salvation—the plan

by which they could return to their

Father in heaven. They were also in-

structed to teach this gospel plan to

their children.

His children generally did not ac-

cept his teachings—except Abel. Abel

was killed; then, among other children,

Seth was born, who did accept the

teachings of Adam.

Adam promised a righteous seed

The Lord promised Adam that he
would have a righteous seed which
would last to the end of the earth,

which is recorded in the Book of

Moses: "And in that day the Holy
Ghost fell upon Adam, which beareth

record of the Father and the Son,

saying: ... as thou hast fallen thou

mayest be redeemed, and all man-
kind, even as many as will." (Moses
5:9.)
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In the next chapter we read:

"Now this same Priesthood, which
was in the beginning, shall be in the

end of the world also.

"Now this prophecy Adam spake,

as he was moved upon by the Holy
Ghost, and a genealogy was kept of

the children of God. . .
." (Moses

6:7-8.)

Record of the royal seed

This became the record of the royal

seed, which is a record in part, at

least, of the fulfillment of this prom-
ise. This we have today, at least in

part, which is known as the Bible.

Modern revelation gives it to us

thus:

"This order was instituted in the

days of Adam, and came down by
lineage in the following manner:

"From Adam to Seth, who was or-

dained by Adam at the age of sixty-

nine years, and was blessed by him
three years previous to his (Adam's)

death, and received the promise of

God by his father, that his posterity

should be the chosen of the Lord,

and that they should be preserved

unio the end of the earth." (D&C 107:41-

42. Italics added.)

Promise repeated to Abraham

This promise was repeated again

to Abraham, who was Seth's posterity:

"And I will bless them that bless

thee, and curse him that curseth thee:

and in thee shall all families of the

earth be blessed." (Gen. 12:3.)

"And in thy seed shall all the na-

tions of the earth be blessed; because

thou hast obeyed my voice." (Gen.

22:18.)

We have a choice record in the

Pearl of Great Price, the Book of

Abraham, describing how this bless-

ing relates to us today. Speaking to

Abraham, the Lord said:

"And I will make of thee a great

nation, and I will bless thee above

measure, and make thy name great

among all nations, and thou shalt be a

blessing unto thy seed after thee, that
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in their hands they shall bear this

ministry and Priesthood unto all na-

tions;

"And I will bless them through

thy name; for as many as receive

this Gospel shall be called after thy

name, and shall be accounted thy

seed, and shall rise up and bless thee,

as their father;

"And I will bless them that bless

thee, and curse them that curse thee;

and in thee (that is, in thy Priesthood)

and in thy seed (that is, thy Priest-

hood), for I give unto thee a promise

that this right shall continue in thee,

and in thy seed after thee (that is to

say, the literal seed, or the seed of

the body) shall all the families of the

earth be blessed, even with the bless-

ings of the Gospel, which are the

blessings of salvation, even of life

eternal." (Abr. 2:9-11.)

This blessing was renewed to

Isaac, the son of Abraham, and then

to ]acob, who became Israel, and then

divided among his twelve sons, each

becoming a tribe, referred to as the

tribes of Israel.

Pronouncement in patriarchal

blessing

When a person receives a patri-

archal blessing, he is entitled to re-

ceive a pronouncement of the bless-

ings of Israel, or a declaration of the

tribe of Israel through which his bless-

ings shall come. This is the right to

the blessings of those recorded in

the book of remembrance started

in the days of Adam.
This does not mean that all the

nations of the earth will become lit-

eral descendants of Abraham, though

his seed may be scattered in all na-

tions, but as it says, all shall receive

the blessings through those who are

the seed of Abraham and shall be

accounted his seed, and rise up and
bless him as their father. (See Abr.

2:10.)

If members of the Church are lit-

eral descendants of Abraham, they will

receive such a blessing. If they are
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not literal descendants of Abraham
and join the Church and receive the

gospel, they shall receive the priest-

hood blessings, even eternal life,

through those who are of Israel or

which would be referred to as by
adoption.

All nations to be blessed

Hence, all nations and families of

the earth may receive the blessings

of the gospel and eternal life through

their faithfulness. To fulfill this prom-
ise given to Adam, then, the necessity

is apparent of a renewing of priest-

hood leadership through a prophet

of God at various intervals throughout

time. These intervals have been called

dispensations: from Adam to Seth

—to Enoch—to Noah—to Abraham
—to Moses—to Elias—to John the

Baptist—to Jesus Christ—to the apos-

tles Peter, James, and John.

Each dispensation brings with it a

reemphasis of the priesthood; a

restrengthening of the opportunity

given to man to receive the blessings

of the gospel by proving himself in

resisting the powers of the adversary.

Dispensation of the fulness of

times

The last dispensation is to be the

dispensation of the fulness of times.

Apostle Paul described this in his

epistle to the Ephesians:

"Having made known unto us the

mystery of his will, according to his

good pleasure which he hath purposed

in himself:

"That in the dispensation of the

fulness of times he might gather to-

gether in one all things in Christ,

both which are in heaven, and which

are on earth; even in him." (Eph. 1:9-

10.)

The Prophet Joseph Smith put it

this way: ".
. . that the dispensation of

the fulness of times is made up of all

the dispensations that ever have been

given since the world began, until

this time " (Franklin D. Richards,

Compendium, 1898, p. 143), this being

the time referred to as the end of

time to prepare for the coming of

the millennial reign of the Lord Jesus

Christ on this earth.

Keys of priesthood restored

I testify to you—this is that time.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is here

now, with all the keys of the priest-

hood, to open the way for his coming.

Joseph Smith was called by revela-

tion, as were the prophets of old.

John the Baptist restored to him and
Oliver Cowdery the keys of the

Aaronic Priesthood, followed by Peter,

James, and John, who restored the

keys of the Melchizedek Priesthood.

Elijah returned in the Kirtland Tem-
ple and restored the keys of the seal-

ing blessings for the living and the

dead.

Joseph Smith bestowed all the

keys upon the Quorum of Apostles

before his death. These keys of priest-

hood authority have been thus pre-

served to this day and shall continue

to usher in the millennial reign of

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

We invite all to hear, accept, and
embrace this gospel. This invitation

is to all the nations and families the

world over, that all may receive the

blessings of eternal life and be re-

corded in the Lamb's book of remem-
brance and share the blessings of

the royal seed of the righteous, even
the blessings of eternal life. I testify

that this is his kingdom, in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Eldred G. Smith, Patriarch

to the Church, has just spoken to us.

We shall now hear from Elder Paul

H. Dunn of the First Council of

Seventy, who is presiding over the

New England Mission.


