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George Washington placed em-
phasis upon honesty when he said:

"I hope that I shall always possess

firmness and virtue enough to main-

tain what I consider the most enviable

of all titles, the character of an honest

man."

How can honesty be mentioned

without relating a preliminary event

that led to the Savior's crucifixion?

When Jesus was brought before Pilate

to be tried by the chief priests and

scribes, Pilate found no fault in the

Savior, but he was willing to satisfy

those who clamored for his life, con-

sidering prestige above honesty and

integrity, and therefore he yielded to

their demands.

Firm in sustaining truth

My brothers and sisters, we belong

to the true church of Christ. Member-
ship in it is a glorious privilege, op-

portunity, and blessing. We of all

people must stand firm in sustaining

the revelations the Lord has given for

the guidance of his children. Let us be

true to the principles, ideals, stan-

dards, and covenants in all our doings

and relationships. Let us be honest

and truthful. Let us be sincere and
upright and fully practice what we
teach.

Yes, "we believe in being honest."

We also believe in "being true, chaste,

benevolent, virtuous, and in doing

good to all men."

I have a firm conviction, my breth-

ren and sisters, to the truths of the

gospel of Christ. I know they are given

for our guidance, benefit, blessing,

and the salvation of man.
1 bear witness to you of these

things. 1 know that we must be Christ-

like in all of our relationships with

our fellowmen. If so, we will be ex-

emplary and will be fit servants of the

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. This

I humbly pray, in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

We have just listened to Elder

Delbert L. Stapley of the Council of

the Twelve.

Elder William H. Bennett, Assis-

tant to the Twelve, will now speak to

us. He will be followed by Elder

Henry D. Taylor, Assistant to the

Twelve.

Elder William H. Bennett

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

While serving in the army during

World War II, I was required to take

the Ishihara eye test, which makes use

of different colors, designs, and num-
bers to diagnose color blindness in

its various forms. Under this test,

those affected by certain forms of

color blindness are able to distin-

guish the solid colors without diffi-

culty, but the shaded areas in between
the solid colors present problems.

Those who are color blind do not

discern correctly; and, no matter

how hard they try, they are not able

to distinguish the differences in hue

that are obvious to the normal eye.

Faulty vision

In this Ishihara eye test I found

an important message, one that has

broad application in our lives.

Is there not similarity between the

color-blind condition just described

and the condition of a member of the

Church who claims that he is seeking

the truth, is anxious to develop a

strong testimony pertaining to the

truth, and yet is not willing or able

to humble himself before the Lord, to

exercise faith, and to live the gospel?
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By failing to do these things, he is

letting his sins of omission close the

door to the great source of all truth

—our Father in heaven. As a result,

his vision is faulty.

The shaded areas

As we journey along through life

we, as individuals, come in contact

with many shaded areas, twilight

zones, and even dark alleys, where we,

unless aided by a higher power, are

not able to see clearly, to interpret

correctly, and to come to sound con-

clusions. Some of these shaded areas

are found in the physical world, some
in the intellectual world, and some in

the realm of the spiritual. Let us re-

member, however, that the Lord has

said that all things unto him are spiri-

tual.

"Wherefore, verily I say unto you
that all things unto me are spiritual,

and not at any time have I given unto
you a law which was temporal; neither

any man, nor the children of men;
neither Adam, your father, whom I

created.

"Behold, 1 gave unto him that he

should be an agent unto himself; and
I gave unto him commandment, but

no temporal commandment gave 1

unto him, for my commandments are

spiritual; they are not natural nor

temporal, neither carnal nor sensual."

(D&C 29:34-35.)

Our limited understanding

As individuals, we have some limi-

tations when it comes to our under-
standing of things as they really are.

We can see so far, and then the earth

and the sky come together, so to

speak, and we cannot see beyond.

But there is something beyond. In the

physical world, all we have to do to

realize this is to improve our vantage

point by getting on top of a building,

on a mountain, or in an airplane.

We need to improve our vantage

points in all aspects of our living—in

the intellectual and the spiritual
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realms as well as in the physical. As
we attempt to do this, we should

remember that, in every situation,

there are facts and there are opinions.

There are also causes of difficulties

and there are symptoms that express

themselves. To the extent that we
are willing and able to get at the

facts and at the causes and to see

relationships among them clearly, we
are in a good position to interpret

correctly and to arrive at sound
conclusions. But to the extent that

we just fool around with opinions

and symptoms, we may prolong our

difficulties and postpone the time for

arriving at lasting, satisfying solu-

tions.

Need for trust in God

It is important that we remember
also that no matter how intelligent

we may be, no matter how hard we
work, no matter how good our teachers

are or how favorable the other con-

ditions for learning, in our allotted

span of years on earth we can master

orJy a very small fraction of the total

field of knowledge; and what we do
master usually is in a narrowed-down,
specialized area. Consequently, we,

in and of ourselves, have limitations.

Our thinking is often highly selective

and segmented and our judgment is

often faulty. Should we not, then, be

willing to heed the counsel given by
Solomon:

"Trust in the Lord with all thine

heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding.

"In all thy ways acknowledge him,

and he shall direct thy paths." (Prov.

3:5-6.)

A well-charted course

Without divine guidance, we will

have difficulty in the shaded areas of

life. But we need not walk alone. Our
Father in heaven and his Son Jesus

Christ and the prophets—both ancient

and modern—have given us a well-

charted course for our journey

through life. We can find joy and
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happiness and we can arrive at our

destination in safety if we will but

heed the road signs and follow the

directions that have been given to

us.

What are these road signs and
directions? They are recorded in

detail in holy writ and in the inspired

utterings of our present-day prophets.

Let me mention just a few of them.

I should like to begin with a state-

ment made by the Lord himself as

recorded in John, chapter 7, verses

16 and 17:

"Jesus answered them, and said.

My doctrine is not mine, but his

that sent me.

"If any man will do his will, he

shall know of the doctrine, whether

it be of God, or whether I speak of my-
self."

Paul's statements

In the Epistle of Paul to the

Romans, chapter 1, verses 16 and 17,

we read:

"For I am not ashamed of the gospel

of Christ: for it is the power of God
unto salvation to every one that be-

lieveth; to the Jew first, and also to the

Greek.

"For therein is the righteousness of

God revealed from faith to faith; as

it is written. The just shall live by

faith."

In Second Corinthians, chapter 5,

verse 7, we read: "For we walk by

faith, not by sight."

Knowing the mysteries

From the Book of Mormon, in

Alma, chapter 26, verse 22, these

words spoken by Ammon: "Yea, he

that repenteth and exerciseth faith,

and bringeth forth good works, and

prayeth continually without ceasing

—

unto such it is given to know the

mysteries of God; yea, unto such

it shall be given to reveal things which

never have been revealed. . .

."

"Ask, and ye shall receive"

From the Doctrine and Covenants

we read in section 88, verse 63: "Draw
near unto me and I will draw near

unto you; seek me diligently and ye

shall find me; ask, and ye shall re-

ceive; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you."

And, in section 18, verse 18, the

Lord, speaking to Joseph Smith,

Oliver Cowdery, and David Whitmer,

said: "Ask the Father in my name, in

faith believing that you shall receive,

and you shall have the Holy Ghost,

which manifesteth all things which are

expedient unto the children of men."

Companionship of Holy Ghost

And, in section 121, verses 45 and

46:

"Let thy bowels also be full of

charity towards all men, and to the

household of faith, and let virtue

garnish thy thoughts unceasingly;

then shall thy confidence wax strong

in the presence of God; and the doctrine

of the priesthood shall distil upon thy

soul as the dews from heaven.

"The Holy Ghost shall be thy

constant companion, and thy scepter

an unchanging scepter of righteousness

and truth; and thy dominion shall be

an everlasting dominion, and without

compulsory means it shall flow unto

thee forever and ever."

The Lord has told us in the Book of

Mormon, in Moroni, the tenth chapter

and the fifth verse, that by the power
of the Holy Ghost we may know the

truth of all things. What a wonderful

promise that is; and it can be realized

by all of u^ who are members of the

Church, because during our confirma-

tion, following baptism, hands were
laid on our heads, and one having au-

thority gave us the gift of the Holy
Ghost. If we will just live the way we
should and do our part, we can ex-

perience what a great strength and
blessing the Holy Ghost can be in our

lives. It can broaden and extend our

horizons and can turn the lights on
for us so that we can see more clearly

in the shaded areas of life and, in fact,

in all areas of our living.
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The effort to believe

Some people seem to be more in-

clined to disbelieve the scriptures

and the teachings of our present-day

prophets than they are to believe them.

I have said in my heart that if they

would put forth the same effort to

believe that they do to disbelieve,

and would humble themselves, ex-

ercise faith, and study diligently,

the Holy Ghost would help them, and
they would find that they believe

many of the things they now think they

disbelieve.

The Holy Ghost can give us a sure

conviction that man is a child of God.

Altogether too frequently, when men,
unaided, try to understand the rela-

tionship of man to God, they look at

things through mortal eyes only

and consider only mortal conditions.

But this life is not the beginning,

neither is it the end. To understand

man's relationship with God, we must
broaden our perspective with the

help of the Holy Ghost and consider

the preexistent state and also the

life after death.

Help through humility and faith

The Holy Ghost can help us see

more clearly in the shaded areas.

But in order for it to be the power
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that it can be and should be in our

lives, things must be right within us.

We must be truly humble, exercise

strong faith associated with good
works, pray regularly and sincerely,

couple prayer with fasting, study the

gospel diligently, live the gospel,

keep active in the Church, and give

of ourselves in unselfish service to

others and to building the kingdom of

God here upon the earth.

I have felt the power of the Holy
Ghost in my life—in the classroom

—

in military combat—in my church
assignments—and in my daily living.

The influence has been most pro-

nounced when I have humbled
myself before the Lord and have pre-

pared myself by exercising faith,

studying hard, living the gospel, and

through fasting and prayer.

I testify to you that God lives, that

the gospel is true, that this is the true

church of Jesus Christ, and that we
have a true prophet of God leading

us today. In the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

He to whom we have just listened

is Elder William H. Bennett, Assistant

to the Twelve.

Elder Henry D. Taylor, Assistant

to the Twelve, will now speak to us.

Elder Henry D. Taylor

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

As visits are made to the stakes

throughout the Church and one ob-

serves the faithful, devoted service of

you brothers and sisters, he is im-

pressed by your earnest willingness

to serve the Lord and to help your

fellowmen.

This desire to serve is based upon
a strong conviction that this is truly

the Lord's work in which you are en-

gaged. That conviction is called a

testimony, an impelling, driving force

that results in righteous deeds and

positive actions. As one observes this

dedicated service, he concludes that

the underlying strength of The Church

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

is in the testimonies of its individual

members.

Entitled to witness

Every member of the Church is en-

titled to know that God our Heavenly

Father lives; that he is not dead. He


