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My dear Brethren and sisters. I bid

you welcome to another general con-

ference of The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, and re-

joice in the privilege that is mine to

stand before you and bear testimony

to the truth and divinity of this great

latter-day work.

We the Latter-day Saints are a

blessed and favored people. It is our

privilege to become "a kingdom of

priests, and an holy nation" (Exod.

19:6.) The Lord has chosen us, as he

chose our fathers anciently, "to be a

special people unto himself, above all

people that are upon the face of the

earth." (Deut. 7:6.)

A position of strength

Our position is one of strength be-

cause it is founded on eternal truth.

We need not fear the fiery darts of

the adversary, nor be troubled by

world conditions, as long as we walk

in that light which a gracious Father

has so abundantly shed forth upon
us in this final gospel dispensation.

In his infinite wisdom, and to fulfill

the covenants and promises made to

the prophets of old, the Lord has

restored in these last days the full-

ness of his everlasting gospel. This

gospel is the plan of salvation. It

was ordained and established in the

councils of eternity before the foun-

dations of this earth were laid, and it

has been revealed anew in our day for

the salvation and blessing of all our

Father's children everywhere.

Salvation in Christ

According to this great and eternal

plan, salvation is in Christ. It comes

because of the infinite and eternal

atonement which he wrought by the

shedding of his blood. He is the Son
of God, and he came into the world

to ransom men from the temporal and

spiritual death that came because of

what we call the fall.

Through his goodness and grace all

men will come forth from the grave,

to be judged according to the deeds

done in the flesh. Then those who
have believed and obeyed his laws

shall receive an inheritance of eternal

life in his Father's kingdom. This

glorious blessing is available because

of his atoning sacrifice, and it is given

to those who love and serve him with

all their strength.

Gospel for all men

Now I testify that these laws

which men must obey to gain salva-

tion, and which comprise the gospel of

Jesus Christ, have been revealed in

this day to prophets and apostles, and

that they are now administered by his

church, which he has again established

upon the earth.

But these great and eternal truths,

to which men must conform if they

are to be saved, have not been re-

vealed for our good only. They are for

all men of every nation, and kin-

dred, and tongue, and people.

Nearly six hundred years before

Christ—that is, his coming—the great

prophet Nephi said to his people:

".
. . there is one God and one Shep-

herd over all the earth.

"And the time cometh that he shall

manifest himself unto all nations. . .

."

(1 Ne. 13:41-42.)

That promised day is now dawn-

ing. This is the appointed time for

the preaching of the gospel in all the
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world and for the building up of the

Lord's kingdom in every nation.

There are good and upright people in

all nations who will respond to the

truth; who will come into the Church;

and who will become lights to guide

their own people.

Strength of British saints

In our recent conference that was

held in Manchester, England, we saw

many illustrations of the strength

and leadership ability of the British

people. The Church has come of age

in Great Britain, and the British

Saints are prepared and able to ad-

minister the gospel to those of their

nation.

And as it is among them, so it is

or will be in other nations. The gospel

is for all people, and the Lord expects

those who receive it to live its truths

and to offer them to those of their

own nation and tongue.

Invitation to "come unto Christ"

And so now, in the spirit of love

and brotherhood, we invite all men
everywhere to give heed to the words

of eternal life revealed in this day

through the Prophet Joseph Smith and

his associates.

We invite our Father's other chil-

dren to "come unto Christ, and be

perfected in him," and to deny them-

selves of "all ungodliness." (Moro.

10:32.)

We invite them to believe in Christ

and his gospel, to come into his

church, and to be one with his saints.

We have tasted the fruits of the

gospel and know they are good, and we
desire that all men shall receive the

same blessings and the same spirit

that have been poured out so abun-

dantly upon us.

Worship in spirit and in truth

Our responsibility in the Church is

to worship the Lord in spirit and in

truth, and this we are seeking to do

with all our heart, might, and mind.

Jesus said: "Thou shalt worship the

Lord thy God, and him only shalt

thou serve." (Matt. 4:10.)

We believe that worship is far more

than prayer and preaching and gospel

performance. The supreme act of

worship is to keep the commandments,

to follow in the footsteps of the Son

of God, to do ever those things that

please him. It is one thing to give lip

service to the Lord; it is quite another

to respect and honor his will by fol-

lowing the example he has set for us.

Our Savior, Jesus Christ, is the

great Exemplar. Our mission is to

pattern our lives after him and do the

things he wants us to do. ".
. . what

manner of men ought ye to be?" he

asked his Nephite disciples, and then

he answered: "Verily I say unto you,

even as I am." (3 Ne. 27:27.)

Love for God and his work

I rejoice in the privilege of follow-

ing in his footsteps. I am grateful for

the words of eternal life which I

have received, I am very glad to say,

in this world, and for the hope of eter-

nal life which is mine in the world to

come if I will remain faithful and true

to the end.

All my life I have studied and pon-

dered the principles of the gospel and

sought to live the laws of the Lord. As
a result there has come into my heart

a great love for him and for his work

and for all those who seek to further

his purposes in the earth.

I know that he lives, that he rules

in the heavens above and in the earth

beneath, and that his purposes shall

prevail. He is our Lord and our God.
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As he himself said to Joseph Smith:

"The Lord is God, and beside him
there is no Savior.

"Great is his wisdom, marvelous

are his ways, and the extent of his

doings none can find out." (D&C 76:

1-2.)

Knowledge of Redeemer

I feel to say with Job of old, whose
knowledge came from the same source

from which mine has come: "For I

know that my redeemer liveth, and

that he shall stand at the latter day

upon the earth," and that "in my
flesh shall I see God: Whom I shall see

for myself, and mine eyes shall

behold. . .
." (Job 19:25-27.)

And as I join my testimony with

that of Job, may I also unite with him
in thanksgiving, for the cry, uttered

out of the anguish and sorrow of his

soul: ".
. . the Lord gave, and the Lord

hath taken away; blessed be the name
of the Lord." (Job 1:21.)

I pray that we may all be guided

by the power of the Holy Spirit, that

we may walk uprightly before the Lord,

and that we may inherit eternal life

in the mansions and kingdoms that

are prepared for the obedient.

This is my prayer in the name of

the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Harold B. Lee

He to whom we have just listened

is President Joseph Fielding Smith,

president of The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints. I am sure

that all members of the Church every-

where, realizing the circumstances

under which he has delivered this

powerful message, are greatly up-

lifted by the power and strength he

has manifested before us here this

morning. Thank you, President

Smith, from the bottom of our

hearts.

We shall now hear from Elder

Boyd K. Packer of the Council of the

Twelve Apostles. He will be fol-

lowed by Elder Henry D. Taylor,

Assistant to the Twelve.

Elder Boyd K. Packer

Of the Council of the Twelve

It has been my privilege during the

last thirty days to meet with mis-

sionaries and members in Great Brit-

ain, South America, South Africa,

and here in North America. Always
as we meet we find a common ques-

tion that confronts us. Members
of the Church, especially our mis-

sionaries, often hear this statement:

"If there is anything I resent, it is

those that say they are right and

everybody else is wrong." They ob-

ject, of course, to the declaration

concerning the exclusive delegation

of authority in this church.

Now I understand, of course, why
one would feel that way. Neverthe-

less, I would say to him: "Hold

on, think for a moment. Surely

you can't believe that in the great

confusing variety of religious beliefs,

not one of them is true, is right."

Such a proposition generates

atheism. When I think of an atheist,

I believe with Sister Carol Lynn Pear-

son in what she wrote in her verse

dedicated to the atheist:

"God must have a huge sense of

humor
So righteously to resist


