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I have heard numerous stories of

people who have tried to change their

habits, to live the Word of Wisdom,
or to pay their tithing, all on their

own, without the Lord's help, and

have failed, but when they have asked

the Lord for help, it has become easy,

and then they have also received a

testimony of the gospel.

The Lord has given us many
laws and commandments to follow,

them. These are given for the most

part to test our ability to make a de-

cision on our own: to see if we will

accept what is generally referred to

as the first law of heaven, the law of

obedience.

When you desire to do what the

Lord wants you to do because he

wants you to, then ask him for

help; then keeping these laws and

commandments becomes easy.

Asset of free agency

It is your decision!

"Know this, that every soul is free

To choose his life and what he'll be,

For this eternal truth is given

That God will force no man to

heav'n.

He'll call, persuade, direct aright.

And bless with wisdom, love, andi

light,

In nameless ways be good and kind,

But never force the human mind."

—Hymns, No. 90

I encourage all to realize the impor-

tance, and the great asset that is

ours, of free agency, and learn to use

it wisely by making decisions with the

help of the Lord through prayer.

I pray for the blessings of the Lord

upon all who seek to do his will, in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Harold B. Lee

Elder Eldred G. Smith, Patriarch

to the Church, has just spoken to us.

Elder Loren C. Dunn of the First

Council of Seventy will now address

us, and he will be followed by Elder

Franklin D. Richards, Assistant to the

Twelve.

Elder Loren C. Dunn
Of the First Council of the Seventy

From the sixty-eighth section of the

Doctrine and Covenants come these

familiar words: "And again, inas-

much as parents have children in

Zion, or in any of her stakes which are

organized, that teach them not to

understand the doctrine of repen-

tance, faith in Christ the Son of the

living God, and of baptism and the

gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying

on of the hands, when eight years

old, the sin be upon the heads of

the parents.

"For this shall be a law unto

the inhabitants of Zion, or in any of

her stakes which are organized.

"And their children shall be bap-

tized for the remission of their sins

when eight years old, and receive the

laying on of the hands.

"And they shall also teach their

children to pray, and to walk up-

rightly before the Lord." (D&C 68:

25-28.)

Family relationships

To help us with these sacred re-

sponsibilities, the Lord has given us

the revelation of family home eve-

ning. But at the basis of the success-

ful home evening there has to be

the proper relationship between the



ELDER LOREN C. DUNN 17

parents and the other members of

the family.

For instance, I believe there is no

finer relationship in all the world

than the special one that can exist

between a father and his children

—

a relationship born of love and those

deep abiding feelings which are ini-

tially there by instinct and later nur-

tured and developed by love and

kindness and consideration.

I mention here the relationship of

a father to his children—not to de-

mean in any way the tremendous role

of the mother, but having never

been a mother, I feel that I am not

qualified to speak from that point of

view. Not only that, but I firmly be-

lieve that, generally speaking, the

mothers of the Church are in need

of a little more help from the fathers

of the Church in building those

special ties between parents and chil-

dren that tend to make the family

organization a little bit of heaven on

earth.

The father's role

I am impressed by the fact that

the plan of redemption and salva-

tion for all mankind was worked out

between a father and his son, even

God the Father and his Son Jesus

Christ.

I believe that one of the significant

parts of the Joseph Smith story was

when the angel Moroni told young

Joseph to go to his father and relate

to him everything that had happened.

Even in the restoration of the gos-

pel of Jesus Christ, the Lord was

careful to recognize the relationship

of this young boy to his father, and

he made sure that nothing would

damage it. Yes, the association of a

father with his children can and

should be a very special one.

Certainly the outcome of children

cannot always be predicted, and

sometimes under the best circum-

stances something happens that

will cause a member of the family

to go astray. While these things are

sometimes hard to understand, never-

theless, more than one life has been

retrieved and altered, for the good,

because of the undying love of a

father for his son or daughter—a love

that will tend to ease the frustra-

tions that young people experience

as they try to find themselves amid a

conflict of ideals and standards.

Conflict of standards

One commentator described a

typical youth of today as one who is

"told he must be strong, beautiful,

brave, and so on—a Boy Scout with

jet set sophistication. He is swamped
with plugs for beer, cigarettes, credit

cards, and trips to Hawaii. It is sug-

gested to the girl that she is a flat

failure unless she looks like an over-

sized Hollywood queen. No wonder

the poor child feels pain when he

measures himself against what he is

told is the ideal. How to ease the

minds of the young is one of the

hardest things. It is no good to say it

doesn't matter, because it does. It is

no good to say that it only hurts for

a little while, like hanging. But it

might help if the youngster could be

convinced that, in spite of the mis-

match between himself and the false

ideals held up before him, he pos-

sesses as much human worth as the

next one and need not despair."

This conflict of ideals and stan-

dards between what a young person

is taught to do by the Church and

what is expected by the world creates

tremendous frustration, and certainly

a father is in the best position to be-

gin to bring these things into per-

spective, to help his son or daughter
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understand what is, and is not, im-

portant in life, to be there to reassure

and to love and to make his children

feel important, and to help them to

be themselves and to stay close to

their standards.

Someone once said that the

middle-aged and the old forget how
keenly the young are affected and by

what. The young haven't had any

experience with this amazing process

called youth, and we all need to

realize that.

As a father in the Church attempts

to be a father to his children, there

are occasionally some special con-

flicts. In the 75th section of the Doc-

trine and Covenants the Lord says:

"And again, verily I say unto you,

that every man who is obliged to pro-

vide for his own family, let him pro-

vide, and he shall in nowise lose his

crown; and let him labor in the

church." (D&C 75:28.)

Church responsibilities

This spells out two basic respon-

sibilities: providing for our families

and laboring in the Church. There

arise questions sometimes as to a

seeming conflict between a father's

duty to his family and the many
church responsibilities that might be

his.

In response to this, certainly all

church leaders who have responsi-

bility for organizing and calling ad-

ministrative meetings should realize

that a well-planned, well-organized

meeting with the beginning and end-

ing times determined, in advance, will

not only make the maximum use of

time but will make it easier for the

brethren who attend these meetings

to receive the support of their wives

and children.

A well-planned meeting means

that the family knows when they

can expect the husband or father

home. A well-planned meeting makes

the maximum use of time and, there-

fore, cuts down on the number of

intermediate meetings that might

needlessly take the father away from

the home. Certainly well-planned and

well-scheduled meetings are as much
a blessing to the families of the

fathers of the Church as they are to

those fathers who attend the meet-

ings.

Closeness to family

On the other hand, as the verse

just read in the Doctrine and Cove-

nants indicates, the Lord expects us

to take care of our families and to

also attend to our duties in the

Church.

It may not always be true that a

heavy load of church responsibili-

ties is the reason a father does not

draw close to his family. My father

was a stake president for twenty

years. He was installed when I was

six and released when I was twenty-

six. I can hardly remember a time in

my youth when he was not stake

president. He had a very large stake,

and it took a great deal of his time.

In addition to this, he was a news-

paper editor, and there were also

great demands here as far as dead-

lines and other work that simply

could not be put off. I can remember
that a seventeen-, eighteen-, or nine-

teen-hour day was not unusual for

him. While this could have created

difficulties with us as children and

our relationship with our father, sur-

prisingly it did not.

Interest in children

In reflecting back to see what he

did to keep us close to him, even

though he had virtually no time to
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spend with us, I believe it was his

ability to build us into his life. Even

on the run, he knew what we were

doing and was vitally interested and

cared. The questions he would ask

and the comments he would make let

us know that he was proud of us

and interested in us and followed us

although he could not always be

with us.

I also remember that no matter

how tired he and Mother must have

been, they never went to sleep until

we were in. When I was the only one

left at home, he was in the habit of

not holding family prayer until I

came home, even though he and
Mother would be in bed. In situations

like that he always called on me to

pray. I want to tell you that that had

quite an impact or. how I conducted

myself as a youth, when I knew that

I was going to have to end my eve-

ning at the bedside of my parents in

prayer.

In addition to that, we would have

some very profound discussions dur-

ing those quiet, uninterrupted late

night hours. He was always willing

to talk if I wanted to talk, no matter

what the hour. I would have to say

that my father was the greatest man
I ever knew, although he didn't have

a great deal of time to spend with

me.

As I look back on it, I realize that

although the amount of time we
spend is important, probably the more

important thing is the ability to

build our children into our lives. If

we can express sincere interest in

them and let them know that we

know what is going on, even if we
have to do it on the run sometimes,

this seems to be far more important

than a parent who has more time but

somehow does not convey this inter-

est.

Brevity of association

Finally, may I just state how pre-

ciously short the time is for a father

to influence his children. In the

United States and Canada, if your

child is nine years old, he has spent

approximately one-half the time he

is going to spend in your home. By
the time a young person is eighteen,

he may be off to school or otherwise

beginning his own life. By the time

he is nineteen, he is on his mission.

In other countries around the

world the time may be even shorter.

I was with a bishop the other day

who told me of how his eight-year-

old daughter came in and woke him
up in the middle of the night to ask

him a question. The next morning

the bishop explained to the girl that

he was a very busy man and had a

lot of work to do and needed his

sleep. He would be most grateful if

she didn't wake him up in the middle

of the night.

The little girl waited patiently and

finally in an almost exasperated

manner she said, "Yes, Daddy, but

you don't understand. You see, you're

the bishop, and I had a problem."

In this sense, oh, may each of us

be the bishops of our own home just

as the duly authorized bishop is the

father of his ward. I would hope

too that the bishop of the ward and

the home teachers would be espe-

cially attentive to those families where

the fathers are permanently or tem-

porarily missing.

Taking time to help

May we take the time and do what

we need to do and want to do with

our children now, before it is too

late, because the days have a way
of escaping into months and then

into years.
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Like the words of the popular

song:

Is this the little girl I carried?

Is this the little boy at play?

I don't remember growing older.

When did they?

When did she get to be a beauty?

When did he grow to be so tall?

Wasn't it yesterday when they were

small?

Sunrise, sunset,

Swiftly fly the years.

One season following another,

Laden with happiness and tears."*

May we strive to rededicate and

strengthen our relationships with

""Sunrise, Sunset," from Fiddler on (he Roof, lyrics by

Sheldon Harnick (New York: Sunbeam Music Corp.,

1964). Used by permission.

our children and to lend even greater

help and leadership to the lovely

mothers of this church as we work to

bring the principles of righteousness

and truth and joy and peace and

happiness to the youth of our fami-

lies, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President Harold B. Lee

Elder Loren C. Dunn of the First

Council of Seventy has addressed

us.

Elder Franklin D. Richards, As-

sistant to the Twelve, will now ad-

dress us, and our concluding speaker

will be Elder Ezra Taft Benson of

the Council of the Twelve Apostles.

Elder Franklin D. Richards

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

My dear brothers and sisters, I stand

before you with a humble heart. I

am grateful for the privilege of at-

tending this semiannual conference

and have been inspired by the words

of our great leaders. We have received

counsel that will be helpful to us in

living a happy and successful life at

this particular time in the history of

the world.

The purpose of trials

When Adam was cast out of the

Garden of Eden, he was told that "in

the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat

bread, till thou return unto the ground;

for out of it wast thou taken." (Gen.

3:19.)

I am told that over the entrance to a

great European university campus there

is an inscription that says that "noth-

ing worthwhile ever comes to a person

except by the anguish of his soul

and the sweat of his brow."

Ella Wheeler Wilcox, in her beauti-

ful poem entitled "Gethsemane," ex-

pressed it this way:

"All those who journey, soon or late,

Must pass within the garden's gate;

Must kneel alone in darkness there,

And battle with some fierce despair.

God pity those who cannot say:

'Not mine but thine'; who only pray:

'Let this cup pass/ and cannot see

The purpose in Gethsemane."

Although it is not customary for

one to seek out the difficult or un-

pleasant experiences, it is true that

the trials and tribulations of life that

stand in the way of man's growth and

development become stepping-stones

by which he climbs to greater

heights, providing, of course, that

he does not permit them to discour-

age him.


