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operating to provide the extensive

coverage of this conference.

We extend a cordial welcome to

all present this afternoon,—special

guests, educational leaders, our

regional representatives and stake

presidencies from near and far,

temple presidencies, bishoprics,

members of the general auxiliary

boards, and thousands of members

of the Church, and many friends

everywhere who are listening in by

radio and television.

You will observe this afternoon

that we have the Relief Society

Chorus. You will notice a new name,

instead of Singing Mothers; combined

choruses of the Blackfoort, Pocatello,

and Pocatello North Regions, con-

ducted by Ellen Neilson Barnes.

They will sing now to begin this

service "Come Ye Blessed."

The invocation will then be offered

by Elder Carl W. Buehner, a regional

representative of the Twelve.

The Relief Society Chorus sang

the number "Come, Ye Blessed."

The opening prayer was offered by
Elder Carl W. Buehner, regional rep-

resentative of the Twelve.

President Lee

The Relief Society Chorus, under

the direction of Sister Ellen Barnes,

with Robert Cundick at the organ,

will now sing, "An Angel From on

High," after which we shall hear

from Elder Richard L. Evans of the

Council of Twelve Apostles.

The hymn, "An Angel From on

High," was sung by the Relief So-

ciety Chorus.

President Lee

We shall now hear from Elder

Richard L. Evans of the Council of

the Twelve Apostles. He will be

followed by Elder EIRay L. Christian-

sen, Assistant to the Twelve.

Elder Richard L. Evans

Of the Council of the Twelve

Perhaps I could begin with an in-

teresting question posed recently

and an equally interesting answer.

The question was, "Don't you think

the commandments should be re-

written?" The answer was, "No, they

should be reread."

This may be a good point from

which to take off for consideration of

some fundamental facts; namely, the

commandments of God are there.

They come from a divine source. The
experience of the ages has proved

the need for them, and has proved

what happens if they are ignored.

So why spend life in the frustra-

tion and unhappiness and sorrow and

tragedy of trying to rationalize and

wave them away?

The Ten Commandments

Beginning with the Ten Command-
ments may be as good a place as

any. It would be well to read and re-

read them and not spend life trying

to convince ourselves that they really

don't mean what they say.

Some things the commandments
say thou shalt not do, and if that is

what they say, that's what they mean,

and there's a reason for it.

Some of them say this you should

do, and there's a reason for it.

It would be interesting sometime
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to make a list of what our Father in

heaven tells us to do and what he

tells us not to do. Any parent is

faced with the same situation. Any
doctor is faced with the same situa-

tion.

Freedom to choose

Essentially this is what the gospel

is: counsel from a living Father who
says to his children, "You have limit-

less, everlasting possibilities. You
also have your freedom. It's up to

you how you use it. This is what

you can become if you take my ad-

vice—and this is what will happen

if you don't. The choice is yours."

We all make choices every day.

We all have to live with the results

of the choices we make.

It's just that plain. It isn't a ques-

tion of quibbling or hairsplitting

or arguing about the mysteries or

brooding about the things God hasn't

yet told us, while neglecting the

things he has told us. Let's stop

quarreling with the commandments

and the requirements and just face

the facts.

Respect for word of God

Who knows better than the

Creator and Father of us all what is

and isn't essential?

Brilliant men, philosophers and

others, have wrestled with these

questions through the centuries,

and haven't arrived at any answers

they can agree on among themselves.

I have a great respect for scholar-

ship, for education and research,

for academic excellence, and for the

magnificent accomplishments of sin-

cere and searching men. But I also

have great respect for the word of

God, and his prophets, and life's pur-

pose; and it comes to a question of

where to place our trust.

I have been privileged to know
some of the ablest men on earth

—

men of many faiths, many profes-

sions, many accomplishments, in

nearly 150 countries. But I've never

known a man who knew enough

that I was willing to trust him with

my everlasting life.

Quibbling about scripture

Sometimes people quibble about

the meaning of scripture and ration-

alize and justify themselves in doing

things they well know they shouldn't

do. They sometimes say, for example,

that "Thou shalt not commit adultery"

doesn't include all the other kinds and

degrees of immoral sins and perver-

sions, or that the Word of Wisdom,

for example, doesn't catalogue all

the substances and brand names and

all the products and dope and harm-

ful things that have been discovered

or concocted that are not good for

men.

Obviously, all of them couldn't be

catalogued. In the words of King

Benjamin: "And finally, I cannot tell

you all the things whereby ye may
commit sin; for there are divers

ways and means, even so many that

I cannot number them." (Mosiah

4:29.)

The Lord expects us to use wis-

dom and common sense and not

quibble about what obviously isn't

good for the body or mind or spirit

or morals of man. And before doing

or partaking of anything, stop and

ask honestly, "Does this contribute

to health? Does it contribute to happi-

ness? Would this please God? Will

this bless and benefit me and others,

or does it drag me down? Is it good

or isn't it?"

Moral infractions condemned
It doesn't matter what people call

things. It matters what they are—
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what they do. If I may modify Shakes-

peare considerably: Anything by any

name will still be what it is and will

still do what it does no matter what

you call it.

And if anyone doubts that all

forms of moral infraction and perver-

sion are not condemned by scrip-

ture, may we assure you that there

are scriptures that could be cited

for you that prohibit all evils, all

impurities and perversions, all un-

cleanness and excesses, all unwise

habits and unbecoming conduct.

Why quibble? Why not simply ac-

cept the facts and be honest with

ourselves?

".
. . fear God, and keep his com-

mandments: for this is the whole

duty of man." (Eccles. 12:13.)

"If ye love me," said our Savior,

"keep my commandments." (John

14:15.)

But we ought also to keep the

commandments simply as a favor

to ourselves.

"Compensation"

Many years ago Emerson wrote

an essay, "Compensation," in which

he said:

"The world looks like a multi-

plication-table, or a mathematical

equation, which, turn it how you
will, balances itself. . . . Every

secret is told, every crime is pui

ished, every virtue rewarded, ever

wrong redressed, in silence an

certainty. . . .

"Cause and effect, means and

ends, seed and fruit, cannot be

severed; for the effect already blooms

in the cause, . . . the fruit in the

seed. . . .

"What will you have? quoth God;

pay for it and take it. . . . Thou
shalt be paid exactly for what thou

hast done, no more, no less. . . .

"A man cannot speak but he

judges himself. . . . Every opinion

reacts on him who utters it. . . .

"You cannot do wrong without

suffering wrong. . . .

"The thief steals from himself.

The swindler swindles himself. . . .

".
. . it fs impossible to get any-

thing without its price. . . .

"Commit a crime, and it seems

as if a coat of snow fell on the ground,

such as reveals in the woods the track

of every partridge and fox and

squirrel and mole. You cannot re-

call the spoken word, you cannot

wipe out the foot-track, you cannot

draw up the ladder, so as to leave no

inlet or clew.

".
. . we gain the strength of the

temptation we Besisf. . . .

"Men suffer all their life long

under the foolish superstition that

they can be cheated. But it is . . .

impossible for a man to be cheated

by anyone but himself. . .

."

I heard from President Lee a

very short sentence that said essen-

tially what Emerson said, that there

are no successful sinners. It is a

remarkable sentence to contemplate.

Since there is a law of compensa-

tion that is built into life, we ought

always to take time to stop and look

and consider what we do, and fail

to do, and what we will wish we had

done.

Guideline to know truth

Now this to our youth: There

are persuasive people who will tell

you that the commandments of God
are not valid, that there are no serious

consequences for breaking them.

But if you want a guideline to

know whom to follow, who's telling

the truth, ask yourself always, "Is

what this person is telling me or

tempting me to do something that
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will bring me happiness and peace

and lead me to my highest possibili-

ties, or is it something that will lead

me to the baser side?"

Don't follow anyone who will

endeavor to destroy ideals, reject

the commandments, or lead you to

lower levels.

Admitting mistakes

I heard a question once asked by

President [Hugh B.] Brown: "Do you

want to repent or to rationalize?"

To quote a sentence from Crom-

well: "I beseech you, . . . Think it

possible that you may be mistaken."

Anyone is mistaken if what he is

doing would lead him down physi-

cally, mentally, or morally, if it

would destroy his peace, or estrange

him from his Father in heaven, or

impair his everlasting life.

"Pride," said John Ruskin, "is at

the bottom of all great mistakes."

At least, pride is one of the prin-

cipal barriers to repentance, because

we can't correct an error without

first admitting a mistake.

God bless you, my beloved young

friends, and be with you and give

you the humility to overcome pride,

to admit and correct mistakes.

Advice to youth

Respect parents. Confide in them.

Respect yourselves. Respect God and

the knowledge he has given. Don't

gamble with life. It is all we have.

Don't tempt temptation. Don't

foolishly see how close you can

come to danger or ev'l, how close you

can come to a precipice. Stay

away from what you shouldn't do

or where you shouldn't go, or what

you shouldn't partake of.

And if you've turned toward some
dead-end or down some wrong road,

turn back as quickly as you can

—

not later than right now—and thank

God for the principle of repentance.

Don't run aimlessly looking to

and fro for what has already been

found. Don't live by the sophistries

and temptations of these times.

Don't tamper with the degrading

soul- and body-destroying things of

life. Don't deliberately look less than

your best, or grubby or unclean,

physically or morally.

Parents, set before your children

an example of honesty and honor and

cleanliness and righteousness and

dedication to duty.

Children, love and respect your

parents. They've given you life.

They'd die for you. Families, draw

closer together, in love and kindness,

preserving the home, building tradi-

tions that will make you proud of

each other and grateful to belong and

be what you are.

Commandments to be reread

Should the commandments be

rewritten? No, they should be reread

and become the guide and standard

of our lives, if we want health and

happiness and peace and self-respect.

I remember the words of a be-

loved stake president, and I thank

him for the thought he left with me
some months ago. He said, "I used

to ride the range with my father,

looking for lost sheep or cattle.

And as we would mount a ridge we
would look off into a distant hollow

or a clump of trees, and my father

would say, "There they are.' " But

this stake president said, "My father

could see farther than I could, and

often I couldn't see them. But I knew
they were there because my father

said so."

Testimony

There are many things, my be-

loved brethren and sisters, that I
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know and you know are there, because

our Father said so. And I know that

he lives, that he made us in his image,

that he sent his divine Son, our

Savior, to show us the way of life

and redeem us from death. I know
that he will enter into our lives

as fully as we let him, and that his

church and gospel and way of life

are on earth and here with us, and

that we will realize our highest possi-

bilities if we accept the counsels God
has given, and that we will fall some-

what, somewhere short of what we
might have been, or might have had,

if we run contrary to his command-
ments. God bless you and be with

you always, I pray in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Harold B. Lee

Thank you, Elder Evans, for

that most timely message to youth

everywhere.

We will now hear from Elder

EIRay L. Christiansen, Assistant to

the Twelve. He will be followed by

Elder Bernard P. Brockbank, As-

sistant to the Twelve.

Elder EIRay L. Christiansen

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

At the moment I have one special

prayer in my heart and that is, that

I might say something that would

give assurance and encouragement

to those who stand in need of it,

which is all of us.

We live in a wonderful world! A
wonderful era! There are so many
choice people, such lovely things,

and so much that is desirable. Just

to live a normal, useful life is a

priceless blessing.

A day of distress

But it is also a time when certain

God-given standards and true prin-

ciples that have long been accepted

and respected are being rejected

by many. Indeed, it is a day when

there is "distress of nations, with

perplexity." (Luke 21:25.)

The Lord speaks of a time when
"the love of men shall wax cold, and

iniquity shall abound." (D&C 45:

27.) Has that time come?

It is most disturbing to learn

of the degradation that exists

today. Crime and contention are a

daily diet to the reader and the

listener of news. Crises and violence

the world over are arising one

after another, and they come to

no satisfactory conclusion.

Devil the foundation

Now the scriptures tell us that

the devil is "the foundation of all

these things; yea, the foundation of

murder, and works of darkness . .
."

(2 Ne. 26:22), and that he has "great

power, unto the stirring up of the

people to do all manner of iniquity,

and to the puffing them up with

pride, tempting them to seek for

power, and authority, and riches, and

the vain things of the world." (3 Ne.

6:15.)

Such people "seek not the Lord

to establish his righteousness, but

every man walketh in his own way,

and after the image of his own God,

whose image is in the likeness of

the world. . .
." (D&C 1:16.)

"And they deny the power of


