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and to the world through the ministra-

tions of those who hold his holy

priesthood, who represent him, who
are in fact his servants and agents

and are willing to serve him and keep

his commandments.

Now my plea to all the brethren of

the priesthood is that they use the

authority which they have received to

bless first themselves and then their

fellowmen—acting always in harmony

with the established order of the

Church.

Those who can and are worthy

should respond to calls to preach the

gospel at home and abroad. Husbands

should bless their wives and children.

All of us should qualify for the bless-

ings of the house of the Lord, which

are priesthood blessings bestowed

upon us.

My dear brethren, this matter of

holding the priesthood is not a light or

a small thing We are dealing with the

Lord's power and authority, which he

has given to us by the opening of

the heavens in this day so that every

blessing might again be available to

us, as they were when man was first

placed upon the earth.

It is my prayer that we may all

learn our duties; that we may hold

the priesthood in high regard; that we
may magnify our callings; and that

we may use our priesthood to bless

ourselves, our brethren, and all who
will give heed to the message of

salvation which we carry to all parts

of the world.

Responsibility to bless others

I wish to give my blessing at this

time to all those who have received

the priesthood, who have been or-

dained who hold some office, and who
are faithful therein.

We are under the responsibility

not only of receiving this priesthood

for our own benefit, but to bless and

benefit those who are scattered upon
all the face of the earth who are will-

ing to repent and to receive the gos-

pel; and we will take this message of

salvation to all parts of the world. That

is our responsibility.

I wish to express my appreciation

and my willingness to join with you,

my good brethren, and do all that is

possible to brin£ salvation to every

soul throughout the world who is

willing to repent, and I say this in

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President Harold B. Lee

Thank you, President Smith. Presi-

dent Joseph Fielding Smith has just

addressed us.

Elder Marvin J. Ashton, Assistant

to the Twelve, will now speak to us;

and he will be followed by Bishop

Robert L. Simpson of the Presiding

Bishopric.

Elder Marvin J. Ashton

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

As I have contemplated this vast au-

dience of priesthood bearers, and

what I have in my mind and hearts

to convey to you this day, my
thoughts have turned back to a be-

wildered and confused young man in

a huge city. He had lost his way. In

desperation he stopped a man on the

sidewalk and said, "How do I get

to such-and-such a destination from

here?" After considerable thought,

with the skyscrapers, dense traffic,
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confusing streets, winding rivers,

freeways, bridges, tunnels, and so

on in mind, the man said, "You can't

get there from here."

No way back

I have often thought of this ad-

vice as I have contemplated partic-

ularly some of our youth in their

present locations in life. Some are

lost, bewildered, confused, scared,

sick, insecure, and discouraged.

What a tragedy to be in these straits

and to be told, in answer to the ques-

tions "How can I get back to

where I was?" or "How can I get to

where I want to go?"
—"You can't

get there from where you are."

The disciples of the devil teach

there is no way back: Live it up,

everybody is doing it, be with the

in-group, and it's more fun to stay

lost. The devil is an enemy to the

ways of God, and enticeth to sin.

"Wherefore, all things which are

good cometh of God; and that which

is evil cometh of the devil; for the

devil is an enemy unto God, and

fighteth against him continually, and

inviteth and enticeth to sin, and to

do that which is evil continually."

(Moro. 7:12.)

You can get there

What a happy day it will be when,

in contrast to the experience this lost

young man had in the big city, he or

others can find" someone who will

say, "Yes, you can get there from

here. Come, follow me."

I humbly, but with all of the

power in my possession, declare to

our "lost" youth, young men and

young women worldwide, you can

make it back from where you are.

The great social services program

of the Church, operating as an arm
of the priesthood, lends a helping

hand to our young people with

social and emotional problems. As
President Smith has declared to us

tonight, by honoring our priest-

hood we can help them find their way
back to joy and stability.

God cares

Young people, be not deceived.

God loves you. He cares about you.

He wants you back in his paths,

where there is comfort, companion-

ship, and purpose. We as leaders

need to effectively communicate to

our youth that God loves them no

matter where they are. We need to

sacrifice our time and talents in this

direction.

"But to do" good and to communi-
cate forget not: for with such sacri-

fices God is well pleased." (Heb.

13:16.)

I pray to God that we in the fu-

ture may communicate the positive,

the happy, the abundant way of life

to those around us.

I would like to share briefly with

you a few experiences of some of

our friends who are proving you
can get there from where you are.

Friend at State Prison

Roger Locke, a friend of mine, is

presently confined in the Utah State

Prison. (Incidentally, I have visited

with Roger tyithin the past few days

and have his and Warden John

Turner's permission to share his

name and thoughts.)

Incidentally, you young Aaronic

Priesthood bearers, I would appreci-

ate it if you would remember that

when I go to the prison to visit,

I have the same trouble as the

inmates—in one respect. That is, it

is easy for me to get in, but diffi-

cult for me to get out. The difficulty
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comes when I am stopped by pris-

oners who want to talk. During

my last visit, a young man stopped

me, and we talked for about fifteen

minutes, time I didn't think I had to

spare. As I was leaving him he

said, and I will never forget it,

"Thank you for talking to me." As
I drove home that night, I recalled

that in fifteen minutes I may have

said twenty-four or twenty-five

words; however, I believe that is the

kind of talking and listening we need

to have more of. But that is another

subject. Let's get back to Roger.

He said:

"I don't want to blame anyone

back home for my being in prison

today, but it is factual that I had no

family relationships. I am involved

in the family home evening program

at the prison. Without the parents

who have been assigned to me
through this social services program,

many times I would have given up.

These people love me as if I were

their own son. I have never had that,

even when I was a small boy. Now,
with their help and that of others,

I believe I can now make it back a

day at a time. I am not proud of

being in prison, but I am proud of

my recent experiences while being

there. We have a tendency to blame

others. We don't want to blame our

parents for not loving us, because

we know they do, but maybe they

didn't have the guidance and direc-

tion in their lives to apply when they

were bringing us up."

Determination to come back

Perhaps in the minds of many of

us, Roger would be justified in be-

lieving he couldn't make it back.

He had detoured too long. But he

doesn't behave that. Instead, he is

thanking those who are presently

helping him and is sincerely grate-

ful for the direction in which his life

is moving today.

The Church attenders in prisons

are unfortunately in the minority and

are often classified by their associ-

ates in uncomplimentary terms, but

this fine young man, bless his cour-

age, is not ashamed to be identified

at the Utah State Prison as a member
of "God's Squad." He seems deter-

mined to make it back from where

he is.

Missionary going forward

A few weeks ago, I was visiting

with an elder in the mission field.

During our interview, I inquired, "Is

your father a member of the

Church?"

He said, "No."

"Is your mother a member of the

Church?" he was asked.

He responded with a smile,

"Just barely."

I said, "Did your father want you

to go on a mission?"

He answered, "No."

"Did your mother want you to

go on a mission?"

"She really didn't care whether I

went or not."

"Who influenced you most in your

decision to go?"

Without hesitation he said, "I did.

I've always wanted to go, and I knew

I could make a success of it."

I looked into this young man's

eyes and said, "From what I hear

and what I feel of your spirit, you

will succeed." He is a determined

individual, one who months ago might

have said, "My dad doesn't care.

My mother doesn't care. Why
should I care?" This wonderful mis-

sionary knows the importance of

going forward and has the courage

to continue in the paths that lead to
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happiness. He admitted to me that

he once was lost, but now he defi-

nitely knows where he is going and

how to get there.

Girls at detention home

During a visit to a juvenile de-

tention home some months ago, my
attention was drawn to three young

girls who were visiting with each

other just prior to our religious ser-

vice. They appeared to be ten to

twelve years of age. I found later

they were being detained for a few

days to see if some problems could

be resolved. As I was waiting to par-

ticipate with them and others in the

services, they seemed to be involved

in serious conversation. "What could

they be talking about?" I wondered

to myself. My curiosity prompted

me to step closer to them for a

chance to catch a few of their words.

I was moved when I heard one of the

girls raise this question to her

friends: "I wonder if someone will

come today who will want to take

me home. It would be fun to live

with someone who wants me."

Here was a ten-year-old who
wasn't wanted. Her parents had given

the impression to those in charge

that they were pleased when she

was confined, because they were

then free from putting up with

her. What a pleasure it was later to

learn she had been placed by licensed

social services agents of the Church

in a new home, adopted, loved, and

was receiving parental direction. Lov-

ing foster parents are now helping

her find her way in the warmth of

family unity and oneness.

Finding the way back

Many drug abusers are desperately

trying to find their way back today.

The road is difficult, the challenge

tremendous. I am pleased to report

many are making it, thanks to

friends and volunteer members,

priesthood bearers, who are con-

cerned, care, and understand. Very

often our glances, our indifference,

our hasty comments and lack of

patience convey the message, "You

are hopeless. You can't get back

from here. You are too far down the

road."

After visiting with one of our

young women who has been lost to

drugs for many months, her only en-

couraging remark after more than

three hours of sincere communica-

tion was, "Thanks for not chewing

me out." Two visits later she asked,

"Do you think I would make a good

schoolteacher?" To a sincere yes,

she said, "Thanks, I'll try. I'm only

three semesters away from getting

my teaching certificate." This girl is

making it back. Someone believes in

her. Someone has convinced her she

can get there from here. The trip

she is on this time will bring her

back home.

Challenge to priesthood bearers

May I this day challenge all of

us as priesthood bearers, young

and old, to vigorously locate and lead

those who have temporarily strayed.

Let us lead them by our example,

love, and persuasion. They deserve

our help. They want our direction.

They need our love. You priesthood

bearers this night, honor your priest-

hood, build yourself by stooping to

help someone who has temporarily

lost his or her way. Remember that

powerful truth found in Matthew

23:37: ".
. . how often would I have

gathered thy children together, even

as a hen gathereth her chickens

under her wings, and ye would not!"

With your indulgence, I would
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like to repeat that quotation once

more and add just two words of ad-

monition: ".
. . how often would I

have gathered thy children together,

even as a nen gafhereth her chickens

under her wings, and ye would not

help me!"

How many of us are actively

helping the Lord gather his flock?

How involved are each of us in the

responsibilities of our priesthood?

How many of us are helping as high

council advisers, professional re-

source volunteers, and helpers with

innate skills to our fellow members

who need us? When our Savior

declared, "If ye love me, feed my
sheep" (see John 21:16), he wasn't

referring to just those found safely

in the fold. I declare to all of us to-

night, he needs our help in finding

the lost and bringing them back.

Jesus set the pattern for us in his

invitation, "Come, follow me." I

think it is significant our Savior

Jesus Christ declared, "He that hath

seen me hath seen the Father,"

rather than "He that hath heard me
hath heard the Father." The example

bore witness. The life was the sermon.

The life was the way.

I bear witness to you this day

that God lives and this is his work,

and that Jesus Chuist is our Savior

and Redeemer. I also bear witness

that by doing his will and keeping

his commandments, we can share

in that great joy found in Third

John: "I have no greater joy than to

hear that my children walk in truth."

(3 John 4.)

And I say this in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

Field ready for harvest

The field is white, ready for har-

vest. The lost want to know how
to get back. They want to be shown

they can get there from where they

are. Let us not give up. Let us not

tire. Let us not weary.

"And let us not be weary in well

doing: for in due season we shall

reap, if we faint not." (Gal. 6:9.)

President Harold B. Lee

We have just listened to Elder

Marvin J. Ashton, Assistant to the

Twelve.

Bishop Robert L. Simpson of the

Presiding Bishopric will now address

us. He will be followed by Elder

Marion D. Hanks, Assistant to the

Twelve.

Bishop Robert L. Simpson

Of the Presiding Bishopric

Ay dear brethren of the priesthood:

I am grateful to my Heavenly Father

for this opportunity. We of the Pre-

siding Bishopric commend you young

men of the Aaronic Priesthood for

being here tonight. The Lord is

pleased to have you where you be-

long at this hour. Perhaps a mental

checklist might not be out of order to

set the stage for the few thoughts I

would like to leave with you.

Reasons for attendance

Would you check yes or no by
the following statements concerning


