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he that receiveth light, and continueth

in God, receiveth more light; and
that light groweth brighter and brighter

until the perfect day." (D&C 50:23-24.)

True understanding of God
The greatest need of the world

today is an understanding of the true

and living God, to know that he lives,

that he rules in the heavens, that he is

our Heavenly Father, the Father of our

spirits, and that Jesus Christ is his

Beloved Son, the Savior and Redeemer
of the world; that he is the creator of

the universe.

There is confusion in the minds of

many people as to just what is the

nature of the God we should worship

and serve. This is life eternal, to know
the only true God and Jesus Christ,

those great personages whom Joseph

saw in that heavenly vision. This knowl-

edge brings joy and satisfaction to the

soul. It is intended for all mankind. We
are told that ultimately every knee shall

bow and every tongue confess that

Jesus is the Christ.

God the Father and his beloved

Son have manifested themselves in this

dispensation. Heavenly messengers

have personally restored the priesthood

of God, the power to act in his name.
The Spirit of God is operating upon the

minds of men and women everywhere.

Light and knowledge are being poured

out upon the inhabitants of the earth.

Marvelous scientific developments are

being used to make possible and speed

up the preaching of the restored gospel

to mankind.

Temples are being built and ordi-

nances performed therein in accordance

with the plan of life and salvation which

pertains to all mankind, both the living

and the dead. Yes, a great and a marvel-

ous work has come forth among the

children of men, and God is pouring

out his Spirit upon all flesh.

I testify to these truths in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Harold B. Lee

Elder Joseph Anderson, Assistant

to the Twelve, has just delivered that

splendid talk.

The congregation and chorus will

now join in singing, "We Thank Thee,

O God, for a Prophet."

After the singing, Elder EIRay L.

Christiansen, Assistant to the Twelve,

will then address us.

The congregation and chorus sang

the hymn, "We Thank Thee, O God,
for a Prophet."

President Lee

Elder EIRay L. Christiansen, As-

sistant to the Council of the Twelve,

will now address us. He will be fol-

lowed by Elder Theodore M. Burton,

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve.

Elder EIRay L. Christiansen

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

If what I say should need a title, and even defend these great men who
it would be "We Have Made Cove- have been chosen to lead this church
nants with the Lord—Let Us Keep at this time.

Them."
In that inspiring session this Covenants of the Lord

morning, each of us had the privilege

of making a covenant with the Lord Making covenants with his people

that we would sustain, uphold, aid, and with individuals has always
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been one of the principal ways in which
the Lord deals with them.

The scriptures tell us that he made
covenants with Adam, with Noah,
with Enoch, Melchizedek, Abraham,
and others, and that he also made
covenants with Israel of old, with the

Jaredites, and with the Nephites.

Surely the Latter-day Saints are a

blessed people, because in a similar

way the Lord has made covenants

with us individually and collectively.

A covenant is a binding and solemn

agreement entered into by at least

two individuals. It requires that all

parties involved abide the conditions

of the compact in order to make it ef-

fective and binding. Most people do
not realize that sacred covenants made
with earlier prophets and peoples have

been restored to earth by a new
covenant.

New and everlasting covenant

The Lord made clear the reason

for establishing a new covenant:

"For they have strayed from mine
ordinances, and have broken mine
everlasting covenant;

"They seek not the Lord to estab-

lish his righteousness, but every man
walketh in his own way, and after the

image of his own God, whose image is

in the likeness of the world, and whose
substance is that of Babylon, even Baby-
lon the great, which shall fall.

"Wherefore, I the Lord, knowing
the calamity which should come upon
the inhabitants of the earth, called

upon my servant Joseph Smith, Jun.,

and spake unto him from heaven,

and gave him commandments"—and
so forth. (D&C 1:15-17.)

As a result of this revelation, the

Prophet Joseph became the instrument

in the hands of the Lord in restoring

the new and everlasting covenant,

which is actually the fullness of the

gospel and embraces within its powers,

its terms, and its conditions every

other covenant and commandment

that our Father has ever given to men
on earth. (See D&C 132:5-7; 33:5, 7.)

It provides the way to eternal life

and even exaltation to all who accept

the gospel and who endure to the end

in living its principles and ordinances,

for he has said:

"And even so I have sent mine

everlasting covenant into the world,

to be a light to the world, and to be

a standard for my people, and for the

Gentiles to seek to it, and to be a mes-

senger before my face to prepare the

way before me." (D&C 45:9.)

ft is here, then, in its fullness with

all its powers as a guide, a standard

for us and for all men who will heed

it.

Love extended to all

Since the love of God is extended

to all mankind, he has said: ". . . O
[ye] inhabitants of the earth: I the

Lord am willing to make these things

known unto all flesh; For I am no

respector of persons. . .
." (D&C 1:

34-35.)

And because of this we send mis-

sionaries by the thousands into all

the world where it is permissible to

teach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to

baptize those who believe.

Some may wonder why the Lord

gives commandments and requires

us to enter into covenants with him.

Or, as one person asked: "If the Lord

loves us, why does he give us com-

mandments? If he loves us, why does

he say 'Thou shalt' or 'Thou shalt

not'?"

A simple answer to these questions

is, he commands us because he loves

us. He knows perfectly well what

will bring us peace and success in

our individual lives and in the world

and what will bring the opposite.

Blessings through obedience

Just as any father would direct

(or even restrict) his children if it
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would be a blessing to the children,

so our Father in heaven gives us com-
mandments, laws, and covenants, not

for the sole purpose of restricting us

or burdening us, but rather that we
may, through obedience to correct

principles, find peace and success.

Actually, we do not have to do what
the Lord commands us, but we can-

not obtain the rewards and blessings

he has promised unless we do.

"For all who will have a blessing

at my hands shall abide the law
which was appointed for that blessing,

and the conditions thereof, as were in-

stituted from before the foundation of
the world." (D&C 132:5.)

Every member of the Church has

made covenants with the Lord. These

commandments and covenants are not

grievous; they are not burdensome.

On the contrary, they are enlighten-

ing, uplifting, assuring, and helpful.

They are instruments of voluntary ac-

tion on our part that help us to

concentrate our efforts to accomplish

the purpose of life and to reach

our ultimate goal.

Covenant at baptism

Our first covenant is entered into

when we are baptized and confirmed

members of the Church. Both the con-

ditions under which one becomes a

candidate for baptism and the obliga-

tions of membership after baptism

should be understood and impressed

upon all, both young and old. The
Lord makes these requirements and

expectations rather definite and clear

in these enlightening words:

".
. . All those who humble them-

selves before God, and desire to be

baptized, and come forth with broken

hearts and contrite spirits, and witness

before the church that they have truly

repented of all their sins, and are will-

ing to take upon them the name of

Jesus Christ, having a determination

to serve him to the end, and truly

manifest by their works that they have

received of the Spirit of Christ unto

the remission of their sins, shall be

received by baptism into his church."

(D&C 20:37.)

So, as one prepares himself for

baptism, he must recognize that there

are specific obligations and covenants

associated with the receiving of this

sacred ordinance.

Other covenants

When we partake of the sacra-

ment of the Lord's Supper, we enter

into a solemn covenant of obedience

to keep his commandments and

witness unto the Lord that we will

take upon us his name and always

remember him and keep the com-

mandments which he has given us.

Partaking of the sacrament should be

done in sober solemnity.

Again, when we agree to have the

priesthood conferred upon us, we
thereby covenant with the Lord that

we will honor it through righteous,

decent living, and by magnifying the

office given in service to others,

always extending to all men kindness,

consideration, courtesy, and love.

Receiving higher ordinances

Now, if we keep the covenant of

baptism and honor the priesthood and

its covenants and in other ways live

in conformity with the principles of

the gospel, we may then have the

great privilege of entering a holy

temple where we receive the higher

ordinances of the priesthood and, in

due time, enter into that order of the

priesthood known as the "new and

everlasting covenant of marriage,"

with the promise given that if we
remain faithful to the covenants made,
we shall come forth with the just in the

morning of the first resurrection and,

with our companions, our children,

our posterity, be permitted to live in a

state of never-ending happiness, pro-

vided, of course, that they too keep
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the covenants that it will be necessary

for them to make.

What hope, what comfort, what

assurance and joy this promise should

bring to the hearts of all who love

their families! Surely it is true that

"eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither

have entered into the heart of man,

the things which God hath prepared

for them that love him." (2 Cor. 2:9.)

And, of course, he has said that

they who love him keep his command-
ments and covenants.

Obligation to keep covenants

President Joseph F. Smith re-

minded us that "we cannot neglect,

slight, or depart from the spirit, mean-
ing, intent and purpose, of these cove-

nants . . . that we have entered into

with our Father in heaven without

shearing [or depriving] ourselves of our

glory, strength, right and title to his

blessings, and to the gifts and manifesta-

tions of his Spirit." (Improvement Era,

vol. 9 [August 1906], p. 813.)

For God surely will not be

mocked!

Let me repeat, each one of us has

made covenants with the Lord and
has agreed before God in sacred

places that we will observe his

laws, which, after all, are the

principles by which we must learn

to live in order to qualify ourselves

for the greatest of all the gifts of God,
which he says is eternal life, our

life in the "family kingdom."
I testify to you, brethren and sisters,

that I know that God lives and that he

has, because of his love for us, con-

descended to make covenants with

us, in order that we may be spared

from failure, from sorrow, from
regret, and that we may rise to the

full heights of glory that are promised

to those who are faithful and endure

to the end.

My brothers and sisters, we are a

covenant-making people. Let us

also be a covenant-keeping people,

I pray in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President Harold B. Lee

Thank you, Brother Christiansen.

Brother Christiansen, Assistant to the

Twelve, has just spoken to us.

Elder Theodore M. Burton, As-

sistant to the Twelve, will now address

us. He will be followed by Elder

Eldred G. Smith, Patriarch to the

Church.

Elder Theodore M. Burton

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

Brothers and sisters, I desire this

afternoon to bear my witness to you of

the divine calling that has come to these

brethren who lead us. For almost forty

years I have watched as the Lord has

honed and polished and prepared

President Lee as our teacher, as our

stake president, whom we so much
loved, as an apostle, and now as Presi-

dent of the Church. I am grateful and

pledge my support to him and his

counselors.

President Tanner is our home
teacher, who watches over us and cares

for us in our home. We are grateful

for him and pledge our loyalty to him.

We are grateful for President Romney,
who fourteen years ago came to Ger-

many and helped me to become a better

missionary. I have loved and respected

. him ever since. And these my brethren

who sit before you today are men of

God, and I am grateful for the teachings

they have given me.


