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Saturday, October 7

GENERAL CONFERENCE

Elder James E. Faust

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

My beloved brothers and sisters and

friends: It has been a sublime and

moving experience to participate in

sustaining President Lee and his

counselors yesterday morning as the

new First Presidency of the Church,

and I humbly entreat the same spirit

to sustain me for these very few mo-
ments while I respond.

Broodings about call

Since President Lee notified me of

my call in the most moving and
touching experience of my life last

Thursday morning, there have come
to me the most solemn broodings that

can come to a human soul. I have

asked myself a hundred times, Why
me?—because it is beyond my under-

standing that I should be asked to

join these great brethren of the

General Authorities, all of whom I

hold in such great esteem.

I pray that God will have mercy
upon me because of my weakness and

shortcomings. As long as 1 remember

I have had a personal witness of the

divinity of Jesus Christ and of his

church, and it has always been easy

for me to believe and to testify.

I have concluded that if there is one

amongst all the General Authorities

who is the weakest and the least

qualified, then I can fill that position.

Also, because I served in Brazil on a

mission, 1 am the only one who
speaks Portuguese.

Appreciation for family

With all my heart I want to thank

Ruth Wright Faust for letting me
share her life and giving me the hope
that we can share eternity together.

She is more than a wife and a sweet-

heart because she has become part

of my very being. With all my

heart I want my children to know that

I cannot succeed in this calling unless

I also succeed as their father, and that

they will always be paramount in my
life.

No man ever had a better father

than did I, and I hope that I will

always honor his good name. My
widowed mother is among you in the

television audience, and I am sure

that she weeps. Many times in my
childhood I have happened upon her

on her knees, praying for her five

sons, and I wish to tell her that this

son continues to need her faith and

prayers.

Change in life

I realize that life for me and mine

can never and should never be the

same. For twenty-two years and until

last Thursday morning I have been a

lawyer, and since then I have been

trying to repent. Now I shall try to

become one of the fishers and help

these brethren cast forth and draw in

the nets of eternal life. And 1 should

like to say that if anyone has ever been

offended by anything I have ever done

in my church, professional, or political

life, I humbly ask their forgiveness.

I mentioned to a friend of mine who
knew of this call that those who know
me will say, "Surely James Faust was

called of the Lord because no one

else would have called him."

Love for brethren

I wish President Lee to know that

I sustain him, and He whom President

Lee represents, with all of my devotion

and all of my heart and all of my
being. Under his hands I was ordained

a bishop, and by him called to the

stake presidency, and he has been for

me all my adult life a great and be-
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loved teacher and exemplar for all that

is noble and good. President Tanner
has been like a father to me, ever

available, always helpful, kind, con-

siderate, and he knows how much
love and respect I have for him.

President Romney, as you know,
has special qualities of inspiration

and wisdom and has been a special

friend and confidant, and my respect

and honor for him know no bounds. I

would also like to mention the pro-

found influence that President Henry
D. Moyle and President Hugh B.

Brown have had also on my life.

These are and have been truly great

men of the earth.

I express appreciation to all the

host of people who have blessed my
life, those from whom 1 have learned,

my missionary companions, those with

whom I served in bishoprics, on high

councils, stake presidencies, and my
beloved friends, the Regional Repre-

sentatives of the Twelve.

Now as a humble follower of the

divine Master, I bear witness to the di-

vinity of him as the Savior of the world,

and of his church as established in these

days, now headed by President Harold

B. Lee, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President Harold B. Lee

As we listen to these men, great in

business and public life, we remember
what the great prophet of the Book of

Mormon said, ".
. . to be learned is

good if they hearken unto the counsels

of God."

We can accept all the repentant

lawyers and attorneys and business

men there are in the world.

The congregation and chorus will

now join in singing, "Come O Thou

King of Kings," after which Elder

Sterling W. Sill will then be our next

speaker.

The congregation and chorus sang

the hymn, "Come O Thou King of

Kings."

President Lee

Elder Sterling W. Sill, Assistant to

the Twelve, will now speak to us.

He will be followed by Elder Loren

C. Dunn of the First Council of Seventy.

Elder Sterling W. Sill

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

One of the biggest businesses in

the world is this business of holding

conventions. This week and every other

week, in this country and every other

country, men and women will be getting

together to discuss their problems,

exchange ideas, and try to develop more
effective techniques for accomplish-

ment. If one doctor discovers better

methods for improving health, reliev-

ing pain, or saving lives, that informa-

tion is immediately passed on to others.

As a consequence, the skill of all doctors

is increased, and every one of us is

made the beneficiary of every medical

discovery.

If you had lived in Jerusalem 1900

years ago, your life expectancy at birth

would have been approximately 19

years. If you had lived in George Wash-
ington's day in America, your life

expectancy would have been 35 years.

When I was born it was 48 years. But

those babies who were born in an


