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Sunday, October 8

GENERAL CONFERENCE

Elder Mark E. Petersen

Of the Council of the Twelve

An event of great importance to the

entire Christian world has taken place

during this conference of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

A new prophet of God has been
raised up for this present day!

He is one in a line of inspired men
divinely called to minister now and
to bring a new revelation from heaven

to every man, woman, and child who
will hear.

The appointment of this new prophet

is of momentous import to every per-

son who believes in God, and par-

ticularly to every believer in the Lord

Jesus Christ. It is in deep humility, but

with great sincerity, that we make this

solemn announcement to the world.

Living prophets

Always when the Lord has had a

people on the earth whom he has rec-

ognized as his own, he has led them by
living prophets to whom he has given

guidance from heaven.

While the people remained faithful

anciently, one prophet after another

was raised up by the Almighty in a long

series of divine appointments. Thus we
had many men of God mentioned in

both Old and New Testaments.

A similar line of inspired men now
has been established in modern times.

This was accomplished as a result of

the restoration of the gospel of the Lord

Jesus Christ through his latter-day seer,

Joseph Smith.

When the prophet Amos was on

earth he made the significant statement

that the Lord will deal with his people

only through prophets. Said he: "Surely

the Lord God will do nothing, but he

revealeth his secret unto his servants the

prophets." (Amos 3:7.)

This is of particular interest because

it presupposes frequent communication
between God and man.

A God of communication

Contrary to the general belief, the

Lord is a God of communication, a

God of revelation. He is a God of light

and intelligence, of knowledge and

information. He does not deal in dark-

ness, neither does he save anyone

in ignorance. His entire plan of salva-

tion rests upon communication with

an enlightened people.

Who can worship intelligently if

kept in ignorance?

Who can have a meaningful faith

without a knowledge of God?
And whence shall this knowledge

come if not from the Deity himself?

But when it does come from the

Deity, it is both communication and

revelation.

Although he is a God of communi-
cation, he follows a particular method
of transmitting knowledge to man. It

is an unchanging pattern, which is,

that he always speaks to the people

through living prophets.

Lack of inspired direction

The scriptures indicate that over the

centuries the Lord has been free and

willing to give inspired direction to

mankind. Nevertheless, there have

been periods when such revelation has

ceased. This occurred even in Bible

times, and Isaiah explained the reason

why. Said he:

"Behold, the Lord's hand is not

shortened, that it cannot save; neither

his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:

"But your iniquities have separated

between you and your God, and your

sins have hid his face from you. . .
."

(Isa. 59:1-2.)

Human beings are slow to learn the

ways of the Lord, and particularly are

they dilatory in accepting the fact

that although he is willing to communi-
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cate with them, his method of doing so

is through inspired living men whom he

designates as prophets.

It is a pattern with him. It is his

method of procedure, and he has not

changed it. He is the same yesterday,

today, and forever, and so are his

methods.

Lack of communication, between

human beings is responsible for much
of the distress in the world. But when
communication breaks down between

God and man, even worse situations

arise.

The Lord's spokesmen

Anciently the Lord showed his will-

ingness to speak to the people by rais-

ing up a long series of inspired men who
served as his spokesmen, from the days

of Adam to John the Baptist. We are

familiar with their names, such as

Isaiah, Ezekiel, Moses, and Zachariah,

to mention just a few. Their writings

make up the Old Testament, one of the

grandest collections of literature and
revelation known to man.

But what about the New Testament

period? Did God follow this same
method then? Did he place prophets

in the Christian church, thus preserv-

ing the historic pattern revealed in the

Old Testament?

This he did!

Paul told the Ephesians that the

church of Jesus Christ was built upon
a foundation of apostles and prophets,

with the Savior himself as the chief

cornerstone. (See Eph. 2:20.)

Who were the prophets of that day?

The Twelve were included, of course.

But were there others?

The New Testament tells us that

there were. Silas and Barnabas were two

of them, and both were great mission-

aries of that time. Others were Simeon
and Lucius; also a man named Ju-

das—he was not Iscariot. Likewise

mentioned are Manaen and Agabus,

who predicted the arrest of Paul. (See

Acts 11, 13, 21.)

Reason for prophets

The epistle to the Ephesians explains

why there were Christian prophets,

saying that they were placed in the

Lord's church for the "perfecting of the

saints, for the work of the ministry,

and for the edifying of the body of

Christ." (Eph. 4: 12.)

Since the Savior commanded his

people to become perfect as their

Father in heaven (see Matt. 5:48), he set

up his church to provide the means by
which this could be accomplished.

Hence, he gave them apostles and

prophets.

These inspired men were in the

church also to preserve unity among
the saints and to heal divisions in the

flock "that we henceforth be no more
. . . tossed to and fro, and carried about

with every wind of doctrine. . .
." (Eph.

4:14.)

So God followed the same pattern

of communicating with his people in

New Testament times that had been

customary with him down through the

ages as recorded in the Old Testament.

Present-day Christianity

Now what of our day?

Since communication between

God and his prophets was an integral

part of the early Christian church,

what is the situation with present-day

Christianity? Where are the Christian

prophets of today?

Unfortunately they were lost over

the centuries. There is no record of any

Christian prophet having lived after

a.d. 110 when it is believed by the

world that John the Revelator was last

heard of.

Then has Christianity drifted all

these years without communication

from heaven?

The denominations agree that there

are no prophets among them, and

they teach that neither prophets nor

revelation are any longer needed.

Rather, they say that the Bible—writ-
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ten in ages past—contains all that is

necessary.

Then does this constitute a depar-

ture from the age-old pattern of the

Lord—that of presently guiding his

people through living prophets?

People turn from God

In Isaiah's day it was the people

who turned away from God. The Lord

did not turn from the people.

It was the same in the Savior's day.

Do you recall that he said to those

about him: ".
. . how often would I

have gathered thy children together,

even as a hen gathereth her chickens

under her wings, and ye would not!"

(Matt. 23:37.)

God does not abandon his people.

It is the people who abandon God.

"The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for

repose,

I will not, I cannot desert to his foes;

That soul, though all hell should endeav-

or to shake,

I'll never, no never, no never forsake."

—Hymns, no. 66

So we sing in one of our favorite

hymns.

Restoration of gospel

The scriptures indicate that in the lat-

ter days, shortly before the second com-

ing of the Savior, the signs of the times

would be given.

Some of them would be devastating,

with seas heaving themselves beyond

their bounds and with earthquakes,

disease, and war taking heavy tolls.

But one of the most significant of all

the signs of the times was to be a res-

toration of the original gospel and

church of Jesus Christ, this to be done

"in the hour of God's judgment."

(See Rev. 14:6-7.)

This restoration was to be so exten-

sive, says the scripture, that it would

include all that God had ever spoken

through his servants from the begin-

ning of the world. (See Acts 3:21.)

Then would that include a restora-

tion of prophecy and revelation?

Would a new line of prophets be

raised up to guide the people in these

troublous times?

Since the scripture says that new
revelation is to come in the latter days,

and since God always gives his revela-

tions through his servants, the prophets,

and since for centuries there were

none, then new prophets would have

to be raised up to transmit the revela-

tions intended for our day.
' This is precisely what happened.

Modern prophets

Joseph Smith was the first of them.

Through him the Lord restored the

gospel in its purity, the Church being

reestablished on the earth in 1830.

Then came a succession of modern
prophets to carry on the work, which

will continue to expand until the sec-

ond coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

After Joseph Smith, Brigham Young
was called; then John Taylor, Wilfqrd

Woodruff, Lorenzo Snow, Joseph F.

Smith, Heber J. Grant, George Albert

Smith, David O. McKay, Joseph Field-

ing Smith, and now President Harold

B. Lee.

Each was God's prophet for this

time; each a seer and a revelator.

In this conference, with our hearts

and our hands, we have formally sus-

tained President Lee as our inspired

leader for this day.

The mantle of the prophets now
rests upon him. He holds the authority

in the holy priesthood that they held.

All the keys and powers given by the

angels to the Prophet Joseph Smith

have been conferred upon President

Lee. He is today's authorized and di-

vinely chosen successor in this long lin

of prophets.

Preparation for Christ's coming

The work now will go on, eventually

leading into the millennium. A be-
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lieving people is being prepared to

receive the Savior. Christ will come
again! His church has been restored in

preparation for his coming.

Once more we have prophets on the

earth like Moses and Isaiah, Peter,

James, and John, Silas and Barnabas

and Paul.

Once again true salvation is offered

to all mankind.

And once again, through his mod-
ern servants, the Savior says:

"Come unto me, all ye that labour

and are heavy laden, and I will give you

rest.

"Take my yoke upon you, and

learn of me; for I am meek and lowly

in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your

souls.

"For my yoke is easy, and my bur-

den is light." (Matt. 11:28-30.)

With this new line of prophets to

guide us, we bring salvation again to

all mankind. We testify that God indeed

has spoken in these last days, and that

we are his ministers.

The gospel of peace

Anciently the scripture said: "How
beautiful are the feet of them that

preach the gospel of peace, and bring

glad tidings of good things!" (Rom.

10:15.)

Have you ever asked yourselves

who these people are, who preach the

gospel of peace and whose feet are so

beautiful upon the mountains?

Abinadi, in the Book of Mormon,

gives us the explanation.

These people are the prophets of

God—they who preach the gospel of

the Prince of Peace, the Lord Jesus

Christ.

Says Abinadi: "I mean the holy

prophets ever since the world began.
".

. . these are they who have pub-

lished peace, who have brought good

tidings of good, who have published

salvation and said unto Zion: Thy God
reigneth!

"And O how beautiful upon the

mountains were their feet!

"And again, how beautiful upon the

mountains are the feet of those that

are still publishing peace!

"And again, how beautiful upon the

mountains are the feet of those who
shall hereafter publish peace, yea, from

this time henceforth and forever!

"And behold," Abinadi continues,

"this is not all. For O how beautiful

upon the mountains are the feet of him

that bringeth good tidings, that is the

founder of peace, yea, even the Lord,

who has redeemed his people; yea, him
who has granted salvation unto his peo-

ple." (Mosiah 15:13-18.)

So spoke Abinadi.

The prophets, then, are the servants

of Jesus Christ and have been from

the beginning of time. And because they

are his servants and preach his gospel of

peace, behold, how beautiful upon
the mountains are their feet.

We honor them. We shall follow

them, and through them we shall work

out our salvation here on earth in the

Lord's own way.

Listen to a prophet's voice

And so we say:

"Come, listen to a prophet's voice,

And hear the word of God,
And in the way of truth rejoice,

And sing for joy aloud.

We've found the way the prophets went

Who lived in days of yore;

Another prophet now is sent

This knowledge to restore.

"Come listen to a prophet's voice,

He speaks for God on high.

His voice is heard throughout the world.

The Savior's day is nigh.

We now go forth and preach his word

As heralds to mankind

To warn the nations everywhere,

That they the truth may find."

We solemnly testify that communi-
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cation between heaven and earth has

been reestablished in our day. We de-

clare that God is not isolated from the

world.

He is not dead. He lives.

He is not blind. He sees.

He is not deaf. He hears.

He is not dumb. He speaks, elo-

quently, to his living prophets and
through them to the world at large.

In this manner God is speaking to

you today. Listen to him. Acknowledge
him. Pray to him. Obey him. In the

name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Following Elder Petersen's re-

marks, the Choir sang "Sing Praise

to Him" without announcement.

President Harold B. Lee

Elder Mark E. Petersen of the Coun-

cil of the Twelve has just spoken

to us, followed by the Tabernacle

Choir singing "Sing Praise to Him."

We are grateful to the owners and

managers of over 300 television and

radio stations for offering their facilities

as a public service to make the proceed-

ings of the conference available to

millions throughout many areas of the

world.

This session has been carried from

the Tabernacle over direct oceanic

cables to a large number of members
and friends assembled in chapels

throughout Great Britain, Germany,
France, Holland, Belgium, and
Austria.

We shall conclude this sixth

session of the conference with the

Tabernacle Choir singing from the

Messiah by Handel "The Hallelujah

Chorus", after which the benediction

will be pronounced by Elder LeGrand
R. Curtis, Regional Representative of

the Twelve. This conference will then

be adjourned until two o'clock this

afternoon.

The Tabernacle Choir sang "The

Hallelujah Chorus."

Elder LeGrand R. Curtis, Regional

Representative of the Twelve, offered

the closing prayer.

The conference was adjourned un-

til two o'clock p.m.

THIRD DAY
AFTERNOON MEETING

SEVENTH SESSION

The seventh and concluding session

of the General Conference began at

2 o'clock p.m. on Sunday, October 8,

1972.

President Harold B. Lee presided

and conducted the meeting.

The choral numbers were provided

by the Tabernacle Choir, with Jay

Welch conducting, and Robert Cundick

playing the organ accompaniments.

President Lee made the following

remarks at the beginning of the session:

President Harold B. Lee
Members of the Church are con-

vened in the Tabernacle on Temple
Square in Salt Lake City, Utah, in the

seventh and last general session of the

142nd Semi-Annual Conference of

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints.

Sessions of this conference have

been received by millions in the

United States and Canada over hun-

dreds of radio and television stations

cooperating to provide the extensive

coverage of this conference.


