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" 'Father, where shall I work
today?'

And my love flowed warm and free.

Then he pointed out a tiny spot

And said, 'Tend that for me.'

I answered quickly, 'Oh no, not

that!

Why, no one would ever see,

No matter how well my work was
done.

Not that little place for me.'

And the word he spoke, it was not

stern;

He answered me tenderly:

'Ah, little one, search that heart of

thine;

Art thou working for them or for

me?
'Nazareth was a little place,

And so was Galilee.'
"

—Meade MacGuire

My prayer today is that we in-

deed will follow the Man of Gali-

lee. May we praise his name, and

so order our lives as to reflect our

love. May we ever remember that to

us God our Father gave his Son, and

that for us Jesus Christ gave his life.

I testify that he lives and pray we
may be worthy of such a divine gift,

in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.

Amen.

Following Elder Monson's ad-

dress, the choir sang without an-

nouncement the hymn, "Though
Deepening Trials."

President Harold B. Lee

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "The Spirit of

God Like A Fire Is Burning," fol-

lowing which we shall hear from

Elder Loren C. Dunn of the First

Council of Seventy.

The choir and congregation

sang "The Spirit of God Like A Fire

Is Burning."

President Lee

To those of the television and
radio audience who have just joined

us in this third session of the 143rd

Annual Conference of the Church,

we are convened in the historic

Tabernacle on Temple Square in

Salt Lake City, Utah.

We shall now hear from Elder

Loren C. Dunn of the First Council

of Seventy. He will be followed by

Elder Henry D. Taylor, Assistant to

the Twelve.

Elder Loren C. Dunn
Of the First Council of the Seventy

During the few minutes that I

am before you, I would like to ad-

dress my remarks to those who are

not of this faith; and since we are

all the children of God, I would like

to refer to you as my brothers and
sisters.

With the approach of the Easter

season, the world takes note of the

greatest event known to mankind.

The literalness of the death and
burial and resurrection of Jesus

Christ lifts him above the status of a

great man or an inspired leader. To
overcome death for all mankind,

Jesus Christ had to be the Son of
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God and the Redeemer and Savior

of the world.

Two accounts of
resurrection

To members of The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,

this miraculous event has double

meaning. For there are two sources

to which we can look for an account

of the resurrection. The one, of

course, is the Holy Bible. Who can

help but gain peace and reassurance

from the words of John which say,

"Jesus said unto her, I am the resur-

rection, and the life: he that believ-

eth in me, though he were dead, yet

shall he live" (John 11:25), or the

words of Mark describing the expe-

rience of those going to the tomb

after the death of the Savior: "And
entering into the sepulchre, they saw

a young man sitting on the right side,

clothed in a long white garment; and

they were affrighted. And he saith

unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye
seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was
crucified: he is risen; he is not here:

behold the place where they laid

him" (Mark 16:5-6).

Following these experiences in

the land of the Bible, another people

in a far-off land, a remnant of the

house of Israel who also had proph-

ets and kept their own scriptural

record, recorded the following con-

cerning the resurrected Lord:

"And it came to pass, as they

understood they cast their eyes up

again towards heaven; and behold,

they saw a Man descending out of

heaven; and he was clothed in a

white robe; and he came down and

stood in the midst of them; and

the eyes of the whole multitude were

turned upon him, and they durst

not open their mouths, even one to

another, and wist not what it meant,

for they thought it was an angel that

had appeared unto them.

"And it came to pass that he

stretched forth his hand and spake

unto the people, saying:

"Behold, I am Jesus Christ,

whom the prophets testified shall

come into the world.

"And behold, I am the light and
the life of the world; and I have

drunk out of that bitter cup which
the Father hath given me, and have

glorified the Father in taking upon
me the sins of the world, in the

which I have suffered the will of the

Father in all things from the be-

ginning." (3 Ne. 11:8-11.)

A second witness

A second evidence then is re-

corded to verify what was men-
tioned in the Holy Bible concerning

the resurrection of the Savior. This

second witness for Christ can be

found in the volume of scripture

known as the Book of Mormon. It

is a compilation of the writings of

the prophets of God who were part

of the great civilization which lived

anciently in the Americas. These

prophets taught the gospel of Jesus

Christ as did their counterparts in

the Holy Land, and they spoke of

the birth and life of the Savior and
also of his death and resurrection

—

although these events would tran-

spire in another Dart of the world.

The highlight of this great rec-

ord was when the resurrected Savior

appeared to these people and taught

them the same gospel and the prin-

ciples of salvation that he had
presented to those who were his

disciples in the Holy Land. It was
only a matter of three generations

from that time, however, when the

people had almost entirely rejected

the teachings of Jesus Christ. They
had become warlike and even re-

jected the prophets.

The Book of Mormon

One of the last prophets to live
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was a man by the name of Mormon,
who took all of the records and

abridged them. For this reason the

volume is known as the Book of

Mormon. Mormon passed the sacred

records to his son Moroni, who was

one of the last followers of Christ in

that generation, himself being a

hunted man because of his beliefs. It

was made known to Moroni and to

other prophets that the Lord would
bring this record forward in a later

generation of time, to testify of the

events that took place in Jerusalem

and to convince mankind that Jesus

Christ is the Son of God and that

there is a plan whereby man can be

saved and receive eternal life.

Being commanded of the Lord,

the prophet Moroni buried the rec-

ord in a hill, and there it remained

until the year 1827, when a young
man by the name of Joseph Smith

was shown by a divine messenger

where the record was hidden and

was given power to translate it so

that the world might have a second

evidence that the basic truths of the

Bible are correct.

There were witnesses to the

translation of these plates. In a joint

statement Oliver Cowdery, David

Whitmer, and Martin Harris gave

the following testimony: "Be It

Known unto all nations, kindreds,

tongues, and people, unto whom this

work shall come: That we, through

the grace of God the Father, and

our Lord Jesus Christ, have seen the

plates which contain this record, . . .

And we also know that they have

been translated by the gift and power
of God, for his voice hath declared it

unto us; wherefore we know of a

surety that the work is true." (Book

of Mormon: The Testimony of the

Three Witnesses.)

Purpose ofBook ofMormon

The reason for the Book of

Mormon coming forth in this gener-

ation of time can be found on the

title page of the book, which is part

of the translated record and which

says in part, "And also to the con-

vincing of the Jew and Gentile that

Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal
God, manifesting himself unto all

nations." The Book of Mormon,
then, is a means whereby men can be

convinced that God lives and that

Jesus Christ is his Son and Savior

of the world.

This book, then, bears record of

the divine Sonship of Jesus Christ

and recognizes him as Redeemer of

the world. This passage from 3rd

Nephi in the Book of Mormon is a

good example:

"Behold, I am Jesus Christ the

Son of God. I created the heavens

and the earth, and all things that

in them are. . . .

"Behold, I have come unto the

world to bring redemption unto the

world, to save the world from sin.

"Therefore, whoso repenteth

and cometh unto me as a little child,

him will I receive, for of such is the

kingdom of God. Behold, for such I

have laid down my life, and have

taken it up again; therefore repent,

and come unto me ye ends of the

earth, and be saved." (3 Ne. 9:15,

21-22.)

A second message

A second message of the Book
of Mormon is to teach mankind the

plan of salvation in its pure and

basic form so that we might know
what the Lord expects of us in order

to be saved. Again, an example of

this can be found from the words of

the Savior in 3rd Nephi, which are

as follows:

"And this is my doctrine, and it

is the doctrine which the Father hath

given unto me; . . . and I bear record

that the Father commandeth all

men, everywhere, to repent and be-

lieve in me.
"And whoso believeth in me,

and is baptized, the same shall be
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saved; and they are they who shall

inherit the kingdom of God." (3 Ne.

11:32-33.)

At the same time the Savior

spoke these words, he also commis-

sioned certain disciples with specific

authority to perform the baptism just

spoken of. He also explained what

he meant by repentance and what

steps must be taken in order to gain

this repentance.

Divinely inspired

And finally, if the Book of Mor-
mon is true, then it must attest to

the fact that Joseph Smith, the

translator of this record, was a

prophet of God and was divinely in-

spired to bring forth this work. In

the revelation concerning the coming
forth of the Book of Mormon the

Lord referred to Joseph Smith in the

following way: ".
. . he has translated

the book, even that part which I have
commanded him, and as your Lord
and your God liveth it is true."

(D&C 17:6.)

Joseph Smith once made the

statement that the Book of Mormon
was the keystone of this religion,

that a person could get closer to

God by following its precepts than

by any other book. Joseph Smith has

long since passed away. But The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints and the Book of Mormon
live on as a sign and witness to all

nations that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God and that there is a way to

return to the presence of God and
that the basic truths of the Holy
Bible are correct.

A promise

Realizing that there would be
those who might say, "Yes, but how
can we know?"—the last prophet to

write in the book gave this promise

to all who want to know and in these

words:

"Behold, I would exhort you

that when ye shall read these things,

if it be wisdom in God that ye

should read them, that ye would re-

member how merciful the Lord hath

been unto the children of men, from
the creation of Adam even down un-

til the time that ye shall receive

these things, and ponder it in your
hearts.

"And when ye shall receive

these things, I would exhort you that

ye would ask God, the Eternal

Father, in the name of Christ, if

these things are not true; and if ye

shall ask with a sincere heart, with

real intent, having faith in Christ, he

will manifest the truth of it unto you,

by the power of the Holy Ghost.

"And by the power of the Holy
Ghost ye may know the truth of

all things." (Moro. 10:3-5.)

This promise is made, then, to

all who want to know, that if they

will read these things and ponder
them in their hearts and do it

prayerfully, the truth will be made
known unto them.

The Church today

Today the Church is known as

The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints, to distinguish

it from the church of Jesus Christ

that existed at the time of the New
Testament and the Book of

Mormon.
As in the ancient church, it has

apostles and prophets at the head,

and it teaches that all mankind can

be saved through obedience to the

principles and ordinances of the gos-

pel of Jesus Christ.

We believe that the Savior liter-

ally leads his church through direct

and continuous revelation to its lead-

ers. We believe too that all mankind
are the sons and daughters of God
and that if they will prayerfully and
honestly seek him, he will bless them
with a realization of the truthfulness

of these things. We believe that Jesus

Christ will come again to the earth,
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and when he does, he will reign

as King of kings, as the resurrected

Lord and as the Prince of Peace.

To this I bear my humble wit-

ness that I know God lives and that

Jesus the Christ is his Son, and that

this work is true, for the Lord God
has revealed it to me. And if we are

the children of God, then all men
can and should have this experience,

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Harold B. Lee

We have just listened to Elder

Loren C. Dunn of the First Council

of Seventy.

Elder Henry D. Taylor, Assist-

ant to the Twelve, will now address

us.

Elder Henry D. Taylor

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

On the evening of his betrayal,

Jesus met with his Twelve Apostles

in an upper room guest chamber in

Jerusalem to observe the annual

Feast of the Passover.

Previously, Judas Iscariot, one
of the Twelve, had bargained with

the chief priests and had agreed

to betray the Lord for a price of

30 pieces of silver. Jesus, being

aware of this treachery, sat at the

table with the Twelve. He said sor-

rowfully: "Verily, I say unto you,

that one of you shall betray me."

(Matt. 26:21.)

After they had eaten, Jesus

blessed the bread and wine and in a

simple but impressive manner in-

stituted the sacrament of the Lord's

Supper.

A beautiful, inspirational dis-

course was then delivered by the

Savior, who concluded the sermon
with a prayer. Before they left

the guest chamber in the building, a

hymn or psalm was sung. Then Jesus

and the 1 1 apostles departed. Judas

had previously left the group to

meet the enemies of Christ.

Events at Gethsemane

Jesus and his associates passed

through one of the several gates in

the wall of Jerusalem, crossed over

the brook called Cedron, and entered

an olive orchard, known as Geth-

semane, on the slope of Mount
Olivet. This was a favorite meeting

place for the Lord and his apostles.

Entering the garden, Jesus

asked eight of the apostles to remain

behind; then with Peter, James, and

John, he went a short distance,

where he requested them to wait

and watch. Going on alone a little

ways, he knelt and prayed to his

Father, saying: "O my Father, if

it be possible, let this cup pass

from me [but then came this beauti-

ful lesson]; nevertheless, not as I

will, but as thou wilt." (Matt. 26:39.)

Three times he prayed, and we
read: "And being in agony he

prayed more earnestly: and his sweat

was as it were great drops of blood

falling to the ground." (Luke 22:44.)

Elder James E. Talmage, a

member of the Twelve in our dis-

pensation, made this observation:

"Christ's agony in the garden is

unfathomable to the finite mind,

both as to intensity and cause. The
thought that He suffered through

fear of death is untenable. Death to

Him was preliminary to resurrection

and triumphal return to the Father

from whom He had come, and to a


