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Personal covenant

As I sit here on this platform

each conference and raise up my
hand to make my personal covenant

with the Lord, it is stimulating to

me to remember that the President

of the Church sits directly behind

me and God is over my head, and I

would not like to have either of them
feel that my hand was not clean

or that any of my necessary phylac-

teries were missing. And if I had the

gift of speech and the power to plant

a conviction that I would like to

have, I would say to the millions of

people in the world who are earnestly

seeking to be disciples of the Master

to hold up their hands to God and
make a solemn covenant with him
to keep all of his commandments.

And I would remind everyone

of that thrilling occasion when
Moses was leading the children of Is-

rael in their battle against the Amal-
ekites. Moses took the rod of God
in his hands and went to the top

of a sacred mount, where he held

up his hands to God over the battle;

and as long as Moses held up his

hands, Israel prevailed. But when

he let his hands down, the Amale-
kites prevailed. And as Moses' arms

became heavy with weariness, Aaron
and Hur stood on either side of

Moses and helped him to hold up his

hands until the battle was won. (See

Exod. 17:8-12.)

If we all hold up clean, honest,

industrious hands to God,, then his

work will prevail. And then it will

not be long before the prayer of the

Master is fulfilled wherein he said

to his Father, "Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in

heaven." (Matt. 6:10.) And may
God bless you, my brothers and sis-

ters, that all of us together may ef-

fectively hold up our hands to God
and that our covenants may be ac-

ceptable to him. For this I humbly
pray in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President Harold B. Lee

We have just listened to Elder

Sterling W. Sill, Assistant to the

Twelve. Elder Joseph Anderson, As-

sistant to the Twelve, will now ad-

dress us.

Elder Joseph Anderson

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

Enoch, the sixth from Adam,
was most certainly one of the great

prophets of all time, for he walked
and talked with the Lord for three

hundred years, according to the

scriptures. Imagine the understanding

that entered his mind, the enlarge-

ment of his soul, and the eternal

truths that were revealed to him by

the Creator of the earth and the

heavens.

Revelation to Enoch

In the Book of Moses in the

Pearl of Great Price, we read:

"And I saw the Lord; and he

stood before my face, and he talked

with me, even as a man talketh one

with another, face to face; and he

said unto me: Look, and I will show
unto thee the world for the space of

many generations." (Moses 7:4.)

The Lord showed unto Enoch
all the inhabitants of the earth, and
he told him all the doings of the

children of men. He saw the wicked-

ness of the people, the flood which
covered the earth in the days of

Noah. He saw the day of the com-
ing of the Son of Man in the flesh

in the meridian of time; he beheld
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him lifted upon the cross; he saw

the mourning of the creations of

God and heard the earth groan; and

in answer to Enoch's inquiry and

pleading, the Lord said to Enoch:

"As I live, even so will I come
in the last days, in the days of wick-

edness and vengeance. . . .the day

shall come that the earth shall rest,

but before that day the heavens

shall be darkened, and a veil of

darkness shall cover the earth; and

the heavens shall shake, and also

the earth; and great tribulations

shall be among the children of men,

but my people will I preserve."

(Moses 7:60-61.)

Plan fully charted

Our Father and his Beloved Son

knew before man was placed upon

the earth, and before this world was

created, the story of man's existence

upon this earth—the plan of life

here and salvation and exaltation in

the life to come. The dispensations

of time were understood, the purpose

of earth life was known, and the

development of that plan was fully

charted. Otherwise, how could the

Lord show unto Enoch, as he did to

other prophets also, the history of

this world, including the families

that should dwell upon the earth

throughout the centuries of its

existence?

Rulers chosen

In the Book of Abraham we
read:

"Now the Lord had shown unto

me, Abraham, the intelligences that

were organized before the world

was; and among all these there were

many of the noble and great ones;

"And God saw these souls that

they were good, and he stood in the

midst of them, and he said: These
I will make my rulers; for he stood

among those that were spirits, and
he saw that they were good; and

he said unto me: Abraham, thou

art one of them; thou wast chosen

before thou wast born." (Abr.

3:22-23.)

In the first chapter of the book
of Jeremiah in the Bible, the Lord,

in speaking to the prophet Jeremiah,

said: "Before I formed thee in the

belly I knew thee; and before thou

earnest forth out of the womb I

sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a

prophet unto the nations." (Jer. 1:5.)

Gospel dispensations

Not only did the Lord know
who were to be his rulers, but un-

doubtedly there was a chart or out-

line prepared showing the times of

the various dispensations of the

gospel, the things that would happen
in those dispensations, and the

conditions that would precede those

periods of time.

The scriptures record the proph-

ecies of God's servants relative to

these things. And from the time of

Adam, the Lord through his prophets

has foretold the events that would
precede his second coming, the

time when the gospel of our Lord

should be restored to earth and
proclaimed to all mankind.

Nebuchadnezzar's dream

When King Nebuchadnezzar of

Babylon conquered Israel, he ar-

ranged to have brought to Babylon

some of the princes of Israel; the

record says: "Children in whom was

no blemish, but well favoured, and
skilful in all wisdom, and cunning

in knowledge, and understanding

science. . .
." (Dan. 1:4.) Among

these princes who were brought into

Babylon was the Hebrew prophet,

Daniel.

In the book of Daniel in the

Bible, we read of a dream that Nebu-
chadnezzar had, which dream gave

him great concern. The account

says that upon awakening he was
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unable to recall the dream. He called

upon the wise men of Babylon, the

magicians, the sorcerers and Chal-

deans, to tell him the dream and to

give him the interpretation thereof.

This, of course, was an unusual

request, and these wise men were

greatly agitated; they were unable to

comply with the king's demand.

Daniel's interpretation

The king had told them that if

they did not make these things

known to him, they would be

destroyed. Daniel, recognizing the

predicament, inquired of the Lord
and was inspired by him to make
known to Nebuchadnezzar the in-

formation he requested. He recalled

to the king the dream and gave him
the interpretation thereof.

In his dream Nebuchadnezzar
had seen a great image like unto a

man. The head of the image was of

gold and represented the Babylonian

kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar. The
other various parts of the image
represented the kingdoms that would
follow. The account relates that,

among other things, Daniel reminded

the king: "Thou sawest till that a

stone was cut out without hands,

which smote the image upon his

feet that were of iron and clay, and
brake them to pieces." (Dan. 2:34.)

He further said that "in the days of

these kings shall the God of heaven
set up a kingdom, which shall never

be destroyed. . .
." (Dan. 2:44.)

The Lord knew in the days of

Nebuchadnezzar the kingdoms that

would come forth upon the earth. He
knew the time when his kingdom,
God's kingdom, would be set up.

He knew those choice souls, his

prophets in this dispensation, Joseph

Smith and those who have succeeded

him. He knew and knows today the

destiny of his church and kingdom,
that it will roll forth and accomplish
the purposes indicated in that re-

markable dream.

Callings foretold

How is it possible that in our

day through his patriarchs and

prophets the Lord can and does

make known conditions pertaining to

the future? How can they foretell

that certain persons will be apostles

and prophets in his church, even

when such individuals are merely

small children or young men at the

time of the foretelling?

As an illustration, it was made
known to Presidents Joseph F. Smith,

Heber J. Grant, David O. McKay,
and others that they would one day

be in the leading councils of the

Church, that they would be apostles

of the Lord Jesus Christ, that they

would become presidents of the

Church in this dispensation. And to

many others it has been made known
that they would be appointed to

positions of eminence, which pre-

dictions have been fulfilled.

President Joseph F. Smith

".
. . both Presidents Wilford

Woodruff and Lorenzo Snow had

prophesied that Joseph F. Smith

[the father of President Joseph

Fielding Smith] would .sometime

become president of the Church.

Thirty-seven years earlier in the

Hawaiian Islands when President

Snow, then a member of the Coun-

cil of Twelve, nearly lost his life by

drowning, he declared that the Lord

made known to him 'that this young

man, Joseph F. Smith. . . would some

day be the Prophet of God on the

earth.' President Woodruff was once

relating to a group of children some

incidents in the life of the Prophet

Joseph Smith. 'He turned to Elder

Joseph F. Smith and asked him to

arise to his feet. Elder Smith com-

plied. "Look at him, children," Wil-

ford Woodruff said, ".
. . He will

become the President of The Church

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

I want everyone of you to remember
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what I have told you this morning."
'

(Joseph Fielding Smith, Jr., and

John J Stewart, The Life of Joseph

Fielding Smith [Deseret Book Co.,

1972], p. 124.)

President Heber J. Grant

When Heber J. Grant, who
became the seventh president of

the Church, was a child playing on
the floor in a Relief Society meeting,

Eliza R. Snow, who was truly a

prophetess, gave him a blessing in

tongues, which was interpreted by
Sister Zina Y. Card, to the effect

that that little boy would someday
be an apostle of the Lord Jesus

Christ.

On another occasion Heber C.

Kimball, one of the counselors to

President Brigham Young in the

First Presidency of the Church,

stood that same boy on a table and
prophesied that someday he would
be a greater man in the Church than

his father, and his father, Jedediah

M. Grant, was a counselor to Presi-

dent Brigham Young.
Again, when Brother Grant, at

the age of 24 years, was president of

the Tooele Stake, Patriarch John
Rowberry gave him a patriarchal

blessing in which he was told that

he would someday be in the leading

councils of the Church; and after the

blessing was given, he told Brother

Grant: "Heber, I dare not tell you
what I saw when I had my hands

upon your head."

Brother Grant later, after be-

coming president of the Church,

said that when Brother Rowberry
made that statement it went through

his mind just as if a voice said

it, "You will someday be the presi-

dent of the Church." Brother Grant

thought it was such a presumption on

his part to even think such a thought

that he never mentioned it to anyone

until after he did become president

of the Church.

President David O. McKay

On one occasion, when President

David O. McKay was in his youth

serving as a missionary in the land

of Scotland, a very spiritual mission-

ary meeting was held under the

direction of Elder James McMurrin,

a counselor in the mission presi-

dency. As testimonies were borne

and spiritual experiences mentioned,

President McMurrin turned to Presi-

dent McKay and said: "Elder

McKay, I'll say to you as the Savior

said to Peter, 'Satan hath desired to

have you, that he may sift you as

wheat: But I have prayed for thee,

that thy faith fail not: and when thou

art converted, strengthen thy breth-

ren.' " He then said, "If you are

faithful you will yet stand in the

leading councils of the Church."

Other similar experiences could

be related.

As was the case with Abraham
and Jeremiah and others of the

ancient prophets, these men, leaders

of God's kingdom in this dispensa-

tion, were chosen before they were

born to represent him in this last

dispensation.

Events of last dispensation

It is interesting to read the

history of the past wherein are re-

lated conditions leading up to the

ushering in of this dispensation of

the gospel: the work that was done

by the reformers, Luther, Calvin,

Knox, and others; the manner in

which the way was opened for the

printing of the Bible so that the

people generally could have the

privilege of reading God's word;

the miraculous development of the

art of printing; how the spirit of

freedom came into the hearts of

people who wanted to worship God
according to the dictates of their

conscience; the coming of the Pil-

grim fathers to this land in search of
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freedom and liberty; the war for

independence; the establishment of

the Constitution—all looking for-

ward to the time and preparing the

way for the restoration of the gospel,

the opening of this dispensation.

The dispensation of the fulness

of times was introduced upon the

earth by the visit to the boy Joseph

Smith of the Father and the Son and
other heavenly beings. Darkness was
dissipated and there came an out-

pouring of light and intelligence. The
kingdom of God, as indicated in the

dream of Nebuchadnezzar, has

been established upon the earth and

is rolling forth as the stone cut out

of the mountain without hands, and

it will continue to do so, looking

forward to the time of the coming of

the Lord.

The timetable of life

Through his experience and his

omniscience, our Heavenly Father

knows the end from the beginning.

Through his prophets he has revealed

and does reveal the history of man-
kind, the timetable of life upon this

planet.

This is the dispensation of the

fulness of times, when the keys of all

former dispensations have been given

to the prophets of the restoration, a

time when God has spoken from the

heavens and angels have appeared

to man, a time when men and women
have the Holy Ghost conferred upon
them, and by the power of the Holy
Ghost we may know the truth of all

things. There is need for this great

power in the earth today.

The history of this world is in

fulfillment of the plan prepared in

the heavens before this earth was
created. That which the world calls

Mormonism is based upon the rock

of revelation. It is the gospel of Jesus

Christ, the eternal truth, the plan of

life and salvation. I testify to these

things in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President Harold B. Lee

We have just listened to Elder

Joseph Anderson, an Assistant to the

Twelve.

We will now be pleased to hear

from President Spencer W. Kimball,

President of the Council of the

Twelve, who will be our concluding

speaker.

President Spencer W. Kimball

President of the Council of the Twelve

Brothers and sisters and friends:

Much has already been said in this

conference about the powerful in-

fluence for good that the family and

home training have been and will

be upon the rising generation. For

the past three months President

Harold B. Lee has been speaking

through film the great story Strength-

ening the Home. It is going to many
people in many lands and in many
languages.

Family and home life

It seems that while the world ac-

cepts the spurious and the vulgar and

the errors, there is an increasing

number of wise leaders who write

and speak of the importance of the

family and home life.

One such leader wrote:

".
. . strong family life is indispens-

able, not merely to the culture but

actually the survival of any people."


