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The congregation sang "Come,
Come Ye Saints."

Assistant to the Twelve, will now ad-

dress us. He will be followed by
Elder Howard W. Hunter of the

Council of the Twelve.

President Lee
Elder Franklin D. Richards,

Elder Franklin D. Richards

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

My dear brothers and sisters:

This has been a most stimulating and
inspiring conference, and I sincerely

pray for the guidance of the Spirit

in the things that I have to say to

you.

Main differences

Frequently the question is

asked, What is the difference be-

tween The Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints and other

churches?

On one occasion the Prophet

Joseph Smith was asked this ques-

tion. He replied that one of the main
differences was in our mode of bap-

tism, including the gift of the Holy
Ghost by the laying on of hands,

and that we believe in the continuing

power of the Holy Ghost. (See Docu-
mentary History of the Church, vol.

4, p. 42.)

The first and fourth Articles of

Faith of the Church outline this

belief:

"We believe in God, the Eternal

Father, and in His Son, Jesus Christ,

and in the Holy Ghost.

"We believe that the first princi-

ples and ordinances of the Gospel
are: first, Faith in the Lord Jesus

Christ; second, Repentance; third,

Baptism by immersion for the remis-

sion of sins; fourth, Laying on of

hands for the gift of the Holy
Ghost."

Conception of Godhead

Through modern revelation we
are told that "the Father has a body
of flesh and bones as tangible as

man's, the Son also; but the Holy
Ghost has not a body of flesh and
bones, but is a personage of Spirit.

Were it not so, the Holy Ghost could

not dwell in us." (D&C 130:22.)

This is the simple and beautiful

conception of the Godhead as taught

by The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints.

When Nicodemus, one of the

rulers of the Jews, came to Jesus at

night and asked him what he should

do to be saved, he was told, "Except

a man be born of water and of the

Spirit, he cannot enter into the king-

dom of God." (John 3:5.)

A new birth

In this dispensation we have

been admonished to "go among
this people, and say unto them, . . .

Repent and be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ, . , . for the remis-

sion of sins; And whoso doeth this

shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost, by the laying on of the hands

of the elders of the church." (D&C
49:11, 13-14.)

That this new birth included a

spiritual regeneration was indicated

when the Savior explained, "That

which is born of the flesh is flesh;
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and that which is born of the Spirit

is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto

thee, Ye must be born again." (John

3:6-7.)

Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,

repentance, and baptism by water

are prerequisites to receiving the

Holy Ghost.

The apostle Paul, in writing the

Corinthian saints, stated: ".
. . know

ye not that your body is the temple

of the Holy Ghost which is in

you . .
." (1 Cor. 6:19), and "If any

man defile the temple of God, him
shall God destroy; for the temple of

God is holy, which temple ye are"

(1 Cor. 3:17).

To keep in tune with the Holy

Ghost, we must keep our bodies

clean in every respect.

Object of existence

President Brigham Young
stated: "The Holy Ghost . . . opens

the vision of the mind, unlocks the

treasures of wisdom, and they begin

to understand the things of God. . . .

They comprehend themselves and
the great object of their existence."

(Journal ofDiscourses, vol. 1, p. 241.)

If a person is going to get the

most out of this life, he must com-
prehend the object of his existence.

The gifts of the Holy Ghost, to

worthy recipients, are many and
extremely helpful in answering the

question, What is the purpose of life

or the object of our existence?

One of the chief functions of the

Holy Ghost is to bear witness of

God the Father and Jesus Christ, his

Son. The apostle Paul, in writing to

the Corinthian saints, told them
that "no man can say that Jesus is

the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost."

(1 Cor. 12:3.)

To know that God lives and that

Jesus Christ is his Son and our

Savior and Redeemer is absolutely

essential to understand the purpose

of life.

Blessings of Holy Ghost

In addition to being a witness

for the Father and the Son, the Holy

Ghost is a comforter. As the Savior

was about to be crucified, he

promised the disciples another com-
forter as he told them, ".

. . the Com-
forter, which is the Holy Ghost,

whom the Father will send in my
name, he shall teach you all things,

and bring all things to your remem-
brance, whatsoever I have said unto

you." (John 14:26.)

Thus we see that the Holy

Ghost is a witness of the Father and

the Son, a comforter, a teacher, and

the bearer of valuable gifts of the

spirit, such as wisdom, knowledge,

faith, discernment, and direction.

Yes, the blessings of the Holy

Ghost are real and very helpful in

understanding and appreciating life,

although in some respects beyond
or comprehension at times.

Experience of cadet

I recall a testimony given by a

young cadet attending the United

States Air Force Academy.
He was experiencing great dif-

ficulty in passing his courses and
was very discouraged. At this point,

he met a Mormon cadet, and from
him he learned that there were a

number of Mormon boys attending

the academy and that they met to-

gether at five o'clock each weekday
morning in a religious study class.

The cadet was invited to attend one

of these classes.

He did so and was deeply im-

pressed by the wonderful spirit. He
continued attending, met the mis-

sionaries, was given the discussions,

and, through study, prayer, and at-

tending church, received a testimony

and was baptized.

He bore witness that upon re-

ceiving the Holy Ghost he felt its

influence quicken his mind and
understanding and refresh his
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memory, and that thereafter he had
no trouble in getting satisfactory

grades. His feelings of discourage-

ment left him, and a spirit of peace

and comfort came over him. This

was a most inspiring and impres-

sive testimony of the great value

of the Holy Ghost.

Guidance of the Spirit

Likewise, I have felt the

guidance of the Holy Ghost many
times in my life. In following these

whisperings, my family and I have

been blessed abundantly.

When our children were young,

we were living in Salt Lake City, and

I had an opportunity to accept a

position with the government in

Washington, D.C. This was an im-

portant decision for our family to

make. After very careful and prayer-

ful consideration, we decided to

accept. We felt good aboui this de-

cision, but it took considerable cour-

age to follow the inspiration.

Years later, when I left the

government, I had another impor-

tant decision to make—whether to

accept an attractive opportunity to

work for others or go into business

for myself. There were many pres-

sures, many considerations, and

after much deliberation I decided I

would go into business for myself.

After fervent prayers, Lfelt strongly

that this was the path to pursue. I

prayed for the courage to follow

the whisperings of the Spirit.

I am sure many of you could

testify that you have been troubled

in making important decisions and
have asked the Lord for direction

and guidance, and that you have

received it.

Likewise, manifestations of the

Spirit are found in many other areas

of life's activities.

where worthy members have been

warned of impending dangers.

A young father bore witness to

me of a great blessing that had come
to him and his family. He was

awakened one night by a voice that

clearly told him to get up and go

downstairs. He heeded the warning,

and in going into the kitchen he

found one wall engulfed in flames.

Hurriedly he awakened his family,

called the fire department, and with

the help of his family fought the

fire, keeping it down until the fire

department arrived and put it out.

There was no question in his

mind that this warning was a mani-

festation of the protection the Holy
Ghost can give to those who keep

their lives in harmony with the

Spirit.

A comforter

Again the Savior has promised
that to worthy members the Holy
Ghost would be a comforter in times

of sickness and death.

Many have borne witness of the

comforting spirit that has attended

them in times of sorrow, helping

them to find peace and understand-

ing.

A few weeks ago it was my
privilege to meet two wonderful
women, close friends, who had lost

their husbands in a tragic airplane

accident. Did I find them in despair

and deep mourning? No, indeed. I

have never witnessed greater cour-

age and strength. They both bore
witness to the fact that they had
truly felt the comfort of the Spirit,

that they knew there was a purpose
in the call that had been given to

their husbands, and that they had an
assurance that all would be well with

them and their families as they lived

close to the Church and kept the

commandments of the Lord.

Warning of danger

We hear many testimonies

The still small voice

I have heard the still small
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voice, or the whisperings of the

Spirit, as I have counseled with

you, my brothers and sisters; as I

have conferred the priesthood upon
men; as I have set men and women
apart to positions in the Church; as

I have given blessings to the sick; as

I have borne my testimony to non-

members as well as members; as I

have been delivering a sermon, and

at many other times.

Sometime ago a young lady

asked me, "How do you know when
you are speaking under the influence

of the Holy Ghost?" My answer was,

"I can feel it spiritually and physi-

cally."

Witness of Holy Ghost

I testify to you that the Holy

Ghost has borne witness to me that

God lives and is the Father of our

spirits; that Jesus is the Christ, our

Redeemer and Savior; that Joseph

Smith was and is a great prophet,

through whom the gospel in its full-

ness was restored, the church of

Jesus Christ was reestablished, and
the power to act in the name of God
was restored to earth. The Holy
Ghost has also borne witness to me
many times that President Harold B.

Lee is a great modern-day prophet,

standing at the head of Christ's

church on this earth. I pray that the

Lord and each one of us will sustain

him in every way. I am most grateful

for the influence of the Holy Ghost

in my life.

I bear my witness to you that as

one accepts the restored gospel of

Jesus Christ and conforms to the

principles and ordinances thereof,

the Holy Ghost will truly be a guide

and comfort to him throughout his

life.

Yes, one of the great differences

between The Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints and any other

church is that the worthy members
may enjoy the continuing power and
gifts of the Holy Ghost. May we all

seek these gifts and be worthy of

them, I pray in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President Harold B. Lee

Elder Franklin D. Richards, As-

sistant to the Twelve, has just ad-

dressed us.

We will now hear from Elder

Howard W. Hunter of the Council

of the Twelve.

Elder Howard W. Hunter

Of the Council of the Twelve

At this late hour of the confer-

ence, one would be hard pressed to

find a subject regarding the teachings

of the Savior that has not been

touched upon. I would like to have

the ability to summarize what has

been said by the Brethren, but let me
touch upon one of the occasions of

the Master's teachings.

This thought comes to me be-

cause we are approaching the season

of the year when Christians around

the world celebrate Easter by com-

memorating the events of the Savior's

last few days in mortality, his death,

and his resurrection from the tomb.

These happenings, which occurred

many years ago in Jerusalem, are

recalled to us by the writings of the

New Testament. His death, however,

did not bring his personal ministry

to a conclusion.

A second witness for Christ

An account in the Book of Mor-


