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It is written: "If you speak and act

with pure thoughts, happiness will fol-

low like a shadow." (Anonymous.)

Divine guidance

Remember, my young friends,

that Christ is the only one through whom
we can reach the divine destiny. You
and I must believe in him—believe that

his Church was founded and established

upon divine revelation, that we have

presiding over his Church a true and
living prophet through whom revelation

is received for the world today—for all

of his people—now—today— 1973.

President Harold B. Lee sits here

with us now. We have heard his voice,

listened to his counsel and wisdom,
knowing we will never be lead astray,

but encouraged by him to live as we
should, to obey God's commandments
down to the latest day.

President Lee once remarked that

President Heber J. Grant counseled:

"Brethren, keep your eye on the Presi-

dent of this Church. If he tells you to do
anything and it is wrong and you do it,

the Lord will bless you for it. But you
don't need to worry; the Lord will never

let his mouthpiece lead this people

astray." (Brigham Young University ad-

dress, April 19, 1961, quoted in the

Ensign, October, 1972, p. 7.)

President Lee recently said in a

most moving address to the Brigham

Young University student body: "The
measure of your true conviction is

whether or not you see the power of

God resting on the leaders of this

Church and that testimony goes down
into your heart like fire." May these

words of his have a deep impact on all,

but especially on you—our youth. The
world may not comprehend what he

said, but you can. You are different. You
are a chosen generation. May you see

the power of God resting on him as His

prophet, as I testify to you it does, I

humbly pray in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President Harold B. Lee

He to whom you have just listened

is Elder David B. Haight, Assistant to

the Council of the Twelve.

Elder Delbert L. Stapley of the

Council of the Twelve will be our con-

cluding speaker.

Elder Delbert L. Stapley

Of the Council of the Twelve

I feel confident, brothers and sis-

ters, that we are most grateful for the

splendid and timely message given by

President Lee in this morning's session

of conference. He gave encouragement
and counsel for all of us to walk up-

rightly before the Lord and to keep his

laws and commandments. It is the only

way we can find our way to the eternal

life that God has held out to the faith-

ful of his people. In fact, our God gave

this promise: ".
. . if you keep my com-

mandments and endure to the end you
shall have eternal life, which gift is the

greatest of all the gifts of God." (D&C
14:7.)

Eternal life

"Behold, he that hath eternal life

is rich." (D&C 6:7.) Very few people

give enough thought to eternal life.

Yet it is something each of us should

keep uppermost in our minds and

hearts. As children of God, we cannot

afford to forget our origin and destiny

if we desire the realms of celestial glory.

Through revelation, God has given
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the gospel plan of salvation and exal-

tation for men to live by. Eternal life

is God's life, which he hopes to share

with all his children. But we are free

to act for ourselves, ".
. . to choose lib-

erty and eternal life, through the great

mediation of all men, or to choose

captivity and death, according to the

captivity and power of the devil; for he
seeketh that all men might be mis-

erable like unto himself." (2 Ne. 2:27.)

First step on the path

The first step on the path to eter-

nal life is baptism. Our Savior set the

example when he went into the water

with John the Baptist, who was author-

ized of God to baptize Jesus by immer-
sion. This sets the mode of baptism for

all men to follow.

The apostle Paul taught that there

is "one Lord, one faith, one baptism."

(Eph. 4:5.)

Christ is the one Lord, the gospel

plan taught by him is the one faith, and
his baptism by immersion is the one

baptism.

Nephi, a Book of Mormon proph-

et, stated it this way: ".
. . For the gate

by which ye should enter is repentance

and baptism by water; and then cometh
a remission of your sins by fire and by

the Holy Ghost.

"And then are ye in this straight

and narrow path which leads to eternal

life. . .
." (2Ne. 31:17-18.)

"Enter ye in at the strait gate:

. .
." said our Lord, "because strait is

the gate, and narrow is the way which

leadeth unto life, and few there be that

find it." (Matt. 7:13-14.)

Christ made this positive state-

ment: "I am the way, the truth, and the

life: no man cometh unto the Father, but

by me." (John 14:6.) If we believe

in Christ and his mission, we cannot

bypass him and obtain eternal life. The
Savior gave his life as an atoning sac-

rifice for the sins of the world, thus

opening the door for man who, through

faithfulness, may gain eternal life and

exaltation.

Abiding the full law
However, conversion and baptism

alone are not sufficient to one's assurance

of eternal life. To receive exaltation

in the kingdom of God, a person must
abide the fulness of celestial law. (See

D&C 76:50-70.)

Some people erroneously think if

they receive all the ordinances of the

gospel, regardless of their transgressions,

they will inherit the celestial mansions
of our God. What a rude awakening

awaits such false-thinking individuals,

".
. . for the Lord cannot look upon sin

with the least degree of allowance." (Al.

45:16.)

Listen to the teachings ofNephi on

this subject: "Yea, and there shall be

many which shall say: Eat, drink, and be

merry, for tomorrow we die; and it shall

be well with us.

"And there shall also be many
which shall say: Eat, drink, and be

merry; nevertheless, fear God—he

will justify in committing a little sin;

yea, lie a little, take the advantage of

one because of his words, dig a pit for

thy neighbor; there is no harm in this;

and do all these things, for tomorrow we
die; and if it so be that we are guilty,

God will beat us with a few stripes, and
at last we shall be saved in the kingdom
of God.

"Yea, and there shall be many
which shall teach after this manner, false

and vain and foolish doctrines, and shall

be puffed up in their hearts, and shall

seek deep to hide their counsels from the

Lord; and their works shall be in the

dark." (2 Ne. 28:7-9.)

We must not fall to the mislead-

ing precepts of man and foolishly break

God's laws and thus lose our oppor-

tunity for exaltation. Jesus stated:

"Not every one that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king-

dom of heaven; but he that doeth the

will of my Father which is in heaven."

(Matt. 7:21.)

Two opposite forces

A person earnestly seeking eternal
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life must avoid the pitfalls of temptation

and sin. He is never safe from com-
mitting sin unless he has fully prepared

himself and decided on the course he

will take before temptation comes into

his life.

There are two great opposite

forces at work in the world. One is the

force of evil which takes away man's

agency, destroys freedoms, and makes
the nonvaliant a follower of Satan;

which can only lead to unhappiness in

life and eternal misery. The second is

the force of God. This is the power
to do good; to live righteously, to enjoy

freedom of choice, and to be coura-

geous, faithful followers of Christ

through whom only is salvation and
exaltation assured.

We should determine whose side

we are on and then have the courage,

in spite of evil persuasion, to faithfully

stay on the Lord's side.

Light and truth

We cannot mix evil with good
and attain the eternal mansions of our
Heavenly Father. Our duty is to con-

stantly do the works of righteousness.

The Lord has said that light and truth,

which is the word of God, forsake the

evil one. (See D&C 93:37.) Without
light and truth in our lives, we are sub-

ject to the powers of Satan.

We must be ever aware of the

deceiving servants of the Satanic hosts.

The stratagems of Satan are many to

entrap mankind in his powerful clutches.

Some of the more obvious ones are

apathy, complacency, immorality, drugs,

greed for money, dishonesty, and cor-

ruptive practices.

The Savior taught his disciples:

"No man can serve two masters: for

either he will hate the one, and love

the other; or else he will hold to the

one, and despise the other. Ye cannot

serve God and mammon." (Matt. 6:24.)

This can be stated another way:

You cannot serve both God and Satan.

Life is a real challenge, but blessed

with God-given powers, we can over-

come every stratagem and obstacle

Satan may place in our path. The path

to eternal life may not be an easy one
to follow with all the worldly entice-

ments about us, but when we consider

the rewards and blessings we gather if

we travel the narrow way, it is worth
every sacrifice we make.

The time to repent

Alma taught his people that this

life is the time for men to perform

their labors and to prepare for eter-

nity. He warned those who procrasti-

nate their repentance: "Ye cannot say,

when ye are brought to that awful crisis,

that I will repent, that I will return to

my God. Nay, ye cannot say this; for

that same spirit which doth possess your

bodies at the time that ye go out of

this life, that same spirit will have power
to possess your body in that eternal

world.

"For behold, if ye have procras-

tinated the day of your repentance

even until death, behold, ye have be-

come subjected to the spirit of the

devil, . . . therefore, the Spirit of the

Lord hath withdrawn from you, and
hath no place in you. . .

." (Al. 34:34-

35.)

We need the constant companion-
ship of the Holy Spirit. Without it we
are deprived of its spiritual guidance

and lose our sense of eternal values and
drift further into disbelief and evil

practices.

The Lord is displeased with those

who do not forsake their wicked ways,

the pride of their hearts, their covet-

ousness, and all their detestable things,

which keep them from the eternal life

he has offered unto them. (See D&C
98:20.)

"But this much I can tell you,"

said King Benjamin to his people, "that

if ye do not watch yourselves, and your

thoughts, and your words, and your

deeds, and observe the commandments
of God, and continue in the faith. . .

even unto the end of your lives, ye must
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perish. And now, O man, remember,

and perish not." (Mosiah 4:30.)

Invitation for eternal life

The invitation for eternal life is

open to all who are willing to pay the

price. The Lord has said: "Yea, blessed

are they . . . who have obeyed my gos-

pel; for they shall receive for their re-

ward the good things of the earth, . . .

and . . . shall also be crowned with the

blessings from above . . . they that are

faithful and diligent before me." (D&C
59:3-4.)

Entering into sacred covenants and
obligations with God is not all that is

required. Nephi stated: "And now, my
beloved brethren, after ye have gotten

into this straight and narrow path, I

would ask if all is done? Behold, I say

unto you, Nay; for ye have not come
thus far save it were by the word of
Christ with unshaken faith in him,
relying wholly upon the merits of him
who is mighty to save.

"Wherefore, ye must press for-

ward with a steadfastness in Christ,

having a perfect brightness of hope,

and a love of God and of all men.
Wherefore, if ye shall press forward,

feasting upon the word of Christ, and
endure to the end, behold, thus saith the

Father: Ye shall have eternal life." (2

Ne. 31:19-20.)

We cannot stand idly by, being

merely an interested spectator, rather

than a participating member, and still

receive the blessing of eternal life. It is

our duty to gain an appropriate witness

and testimony which will change and

improve our lives for good.

Blessings through the church

The gift of eternal life cannot be

obtained outside of the Church es-

tablished by the Father and the Son.

The church set up by Christ in the

meridian of time became apostate fol-

lowing the ministry of his apostles, and
thus was steeped in error by false gospel

teachings, changing ordinances, and loss

of divine authority. The same condi-

tion prevailed during the dark ages,

requiring a new gospel dispensation

—

the restoration of Christ's church to

earth. I testify this restoration occurred

in the year 1830, through the Prophet

Joseph Smith.

The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints stands firmly on divine

principles of eternal truth. It is meeting

the temporal and spiritual needs of its

members. It is not liberalizing its stan-

dards nor the teachings of Christ. Mor-
monism is growing because of its

disciplines. The old-fashioned virtues of

honesty, integrity, morality, and fidelity

are God-given standards to live by.

Unfortunately, these qualities are fast

disappearing in the world, and wicked-

ness is rising.

Promise for the faithful

I bear witness there is a future

life that holds much in promise for the

faithful of God's children. It is time for

all men to turn fully to God. Our trust

and faith in him assures his protective

care and guiding influence which will

lead us, if faithful and true, to his holy

presence.

I hope, brothers and sisters, we
will all be worthy of this wonderful

gift and blessing. I know God lives.

I know this is his church. I know it is

directed by divine inspiration. We are

most blessed in having a living prophet

in our beloved Harold B. Lee. He is a

great individual and one whom we
can admire, respect, and look up to for

teaching, counsel, and guidance. May
God bless us to be faithful and true to

all the covenants and obligations we
have entered into with him, I ask in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Harold B. Lee

Elder Delbert L. Stapley of the

Council of the Twelve has been our

concluding speaker. I might say that he

has been laboring under great stress.

His lovely companion is in the hospital


