
ELDER JAMES A. CULLIMORE 157

the Lord, and in the power of his might.

"Put on the whole armour of

God, that ye may be able to stand

against the wiles of the devil.

"For we wrestle not against flesh

and blood, but against principalities,

against powers, against the rulers of the

darkness of this world, against spiritual

wickedness in high places." (Eph. 6: 10-

12.)

Yes, we wrestle against the

, thoughts and ways of men that are con-

trary to the thoughts and ways of God.
The whole armour of God will

keep the divine light of Jesus Christ

inside and the darkness of evil outside.

All who wear the full armour of God
will be filled with pure love, happiness,

peace, and godlike self-respect.

It is a blessing to have a living

prophet and living apostles of the Lord
to help us to know the higher thoughts

and ways of the Lord and to encourage

us to put on the whole armour of God
and to be perfect even as our Father in

heaven is perfect.

My we radiate from our counte-

nance the light of life and walk as Jesus

walked,

Amen.
the name of Jesus Christ.

President Harold B. Lee

Elder Bernard P. Brockbank,

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve,

has just spoken to us.

The congregation and choir will

now join in singing, "The Spirit of God
Like a Fire Is Burning."

After the singing, Elder James A.

Cullimore, Assistant to the Twelve, will

address us.

The congregation sang the hymn,
"The Spirit of God Like a Fire Is Burn-

ing."

President Lee

Elder James A. Cullimore, Assis-

tant to the Twelve, will now address us.

He will be followed by Elder Gordon
B. Hinckley of the Council of the

Twelve Apostles.

Elder James A. Cullimore

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

In one of the most beautiful

prayers ever offered, the Savior invoked
the blessings of the Father upon his

apostles. He sensed his time was near
when he must leave them. He prayed:

"And now I am no more in the

world, but these are in the world, and I

come to thee. Holy Father, keep through
thine own name those whom thou hast

given me, that they may be one, as we
are.

"I have given them thy word; and
the world hath hated them, because

they are not of the world, even as I am
not of the world.

"I pray not that thou shouldest

take them out of the world, but that

thou shouldest keep them from the

evil." (John 17:11, 14-15.)

The members of the Church are

constantly being reminded that even

though they are "in the world, they

should not be of the world."

Meaning of "world"

What do we mean by the "world"?
President McKay refers to it as those
".

. . alienated from the Saints of God.
They are aliens to the Church, and it is

the spirit of this alienation that we
should keep ourselves free from." {Con-

ference Report, October 1911, p. 58.)

Elder Bruce R. McConkie defines the
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"world" as "The social conditions cre-

ated by such of the inhabitants of the

earth as live carnal, sensuous, lustful

lives, and who have not put off the

natural man by obedience to the laws

and ordinances of the gospel." (Bruce

R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, [Salt

Lake City: Bookcraft, 1966], p. 847.)

John, in his epistle, describes the

"world" as "the lust of the flesh, and the

lust of the eyes, and the pride of life."

(1 John 2:16.) He said:

"Love not the world, neither the

things that are in the world. If any man
love the world, the love of the Father is

not in him.

"For all that is in the world, the

lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes,

and the pride of life, is not of the Fa-

ther, but is of the world.

"And the world passeth away,

and the lust thereof: but he that doeth

the will of God abideth for ever." (1

John 2:15-17.)

It is obvious the "world," as re-

ferred to by the Savior, does not mean
the sphere on which we live, but an

environment created by individuals

who live contrary to his teachings.

Overcoming the world

Just as the Savior prayed that his

apostles not be taken out of the world,

but kept from the evil of the world, so

are members of the Church everywhere

praying that by the power of the Holy

Ghost and the priesthood they may be

strengthened to withstand the "world."

We would not want to be free of

our responsibility of being in the world

by being taken out of the world, for this

life is a probationary state. The "world"

is our opportunity to prove ourselves.

This is a part of the great plan of the

Lord, to be confronted with the things

of the "world," that we might overcome

them and be strengthened.

As the Lord showed Abraham the

creation of the earth, he said: ".
. . We

will go down, for there is space there,

and we will take of these materials, and

we will make an earth whereon these

may dwell;

"And we will prove them here-

with, to see if they will do all things

whatsoever the Lord their God shall

command them." (Abr. 3:24-25.)

It is important that each of us

overcome the "world." "That every

man may act in doctrine and principle

pertaining to futurity, according to the

moral agency which I have given unto

him, that every man may be account-

able for his own sins in the day of

judgment," says the Lord. (D&C 101:

78.)

Lehi taught, "For it must needs

be, that there is an opposition in all

things. If not so, . . . righteousness could

not be brought to pass, neither wicked-

ness, neither holiness nor misery, nei-

ther good nor bad. . .
." (2 Ne. 2:11.)

It matters not what our national-

ity, our race, our culture, our academic

degree, or our political or social stand-

ing. We build security and strength in

our lives by living the gospel. President

Joseph Fielding Smith said: "And there

is no cure for the ills of the world except

the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Our
hope for peace, for temporal and spiri-

tual prosperity, and for an eventual

inheritance in the kingdom of God is

found only in and through the restored

gospel." ("Counsel to the Saints and to

the World," Joseph Fielding Smith,

Ensign, July 1972, p. 27.)

Zion the pure in heart

May I say to members of the

Church everywhere, this is how we es-

tablish Zion where we live, by living the

gospel, by being pure in heart, by being

worthy.

Zion is defined by the Lord as the

"pure in heart." The Lord said, ".
. . let

Zion rejoice, for this is Zion

—

the pure

in heart; therefore, let Zion rejoice,

while all the wicked shall mourn."

(D&C 97:21.)

Since Zion is defined as the "pure

in heart," those who make up Zion
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must be free from worldly practices

and indulgences.

President Lee said to us in last

April conference that "The rule by

which the people of God must live in

order to be worthy of acceptance in the

sight of God" is indicated in this scrip-

ture: "For Zion must increase in beauty,

and in holiness; her borders must be

enlarged; her stakes must be strength-

ened; yea, verily I say unto you, Zion

must arise and put on her beautiful

garments." (D&C 82:14.) ("Strengthen

the Stakes of Zion," Harold B. Lee,

Ensign, July 1973, p. 3.)

President McKay referred to

Zion as the pure in heart and said:

".
. . the strength of this Church lies in

the purity of the thoughts and lives of

its members, then the testimony of Jesus

abides in the soul, and strength comes
to each individual to withstand the

evils of the world." (Conference Report,

October 1911, p. 58.)

A great leaven

The righteous lives of members of

the Church throughout the world is a

great leaven to the gospel loaf. There

are many wonderful, honest men and
women in the world whose lives are

influenced by the teachings of the gos-

pel, as seen in the virtuous lives of good
members of the Church.

Everything in the world is not

evil. There are many things of virtue,

many great men and women working
for the finer things of life, who have
high standards and live righteously.

Possibly a good definition of the world
would be: "Exposure to things about us,

whether good or bad—right or wrong."
President Lee said on one occa-

sion to the youth of the Church: "We
don't pray that you may be withdrawn
into a 'Shangri-la' away from the evils

of the world, because you are to be a

leaven wherever you are, to bring about
righteousness, but we are pleading with

the Lord with all our might that while

you are in the world, you may be kept

from evil." (Harold B. Lee, Decisions

for Successful Living [Salt Lake City:

Deseret Book Co., 1973], p. 223.)

Living the standards

There is a great challenge in

living in the "world." The concern is not

where we live—but how we live. Obedi-

ence to the laws of the Lord will bring

happiness and peace. We never need

apologize for living the standards of the

Church. Listen to two stalwart members
of the Church who have proven this in

their lives.

John K. Edmunds, now president

of the Salt Lake Temple, was an out-

standing attorney in Chicago for over a

quarter of a century. He said, "During

all my years in Chicago, I have never

felt the necessity for indulging in alco-

hol, tobacco, tea, or coffee, nor have I

ever served or kept these things in our

home. And I have never felt the need to

apologize for the observance of our

church standards. . . .

"I have found no magic formula

for keeping the standards of the

Church. To me the observance of these

standards is a matter of the will. . . .

God gives to every man and woman, to

every boy and girl who sincerely de-

sire it the power to keep his com-
mandments. . .

." ("Living in the World
without Being, a Part of the World,"

John K. Edmunds, Improvement Era,

November 1965, p. 1053.)

De Witt J. Paul, who is now serv-

ing as a mission president in Cali-

fornia and who was an executive of

one of the nation's largest financial

institutions, states:

".
. . Adhering to gospel standards

has never stood in my way. Quite to

the contrary, doing so has been an asset

rather than a liability. Moreover, it

has not been difficult or embarrassing.

"In a world of rather wishy-washy

convictions, one who believes in some-

thing and lives in accordance with his

beliefs is usually admired and re-

spected. I never appreciated this so

much as when the chairman of the

board of directors of my company one
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day said to the board members: 'I am
retiring, and I propose Mr. Paul

as my successor. As you know, Mr.

Paul is a Mormon. Mormons have

rather high standards to live by,

and among other things they do not

smoke or drink. I have kept an eye

on this fellow for many years now,

and never once have I seen him make
a slip. I recommend him to you as a

man of integrity. . .

.'

"It is my experience that there

are a lot of very fine people in the

world. Just because they do not have

my outlook on life has never given me
reason to alienate them through prudish

self-righteousness. Perhaps herein
lies the secret of 'living in the world
without being a part of the world.'

"

("Living in the World without Being a

Part of the World," De Witt J. Paul,

Improvement Era, September 1965.

p. 838.)

A glorious time

We are living in the most glorious

time since the creation of the world.

Never before has man been able to do
so many remarkable things, see and
know so much of the world, have so

many conveniences, enjoy so many
luxuries.

We are living in the Dispensation

of the Fulness of Times, in which the

Lord has said: ".
. . in the which I will

gather together in one all things, both

which are in heaven, and which are or

earth." (D&C 27:13.)

He said further, "For I deign to

reveal unto my church things which
have been kept hid from before the

foundation of the world, things that

pertain to the dispensation of the ful-

ness of times." (D&C 124:41.)

The prophet Joel prophesied of

the times in which we live when he

said, "And it shall come to pass after-

ward, that I will pour out my spirit

upon all flesh; and your sons and your

daughters shall prophesy, your old men
shall dream dreams, your young men
shall see visions:

"And also upon the servants and

upon the handmaids in those days will

I pour out my spirit. And I will shew

wonders in the heavens and in the

earth. . .
." (Joel 2:28-30.)

Prophecy being fulfilled

The Lord has already commenced
to pour out his spirit upon all flesh.

Since the restoration of the gospel, the

Spirit of the Lord has inspired men in

trie world to accomplish things almost

unbelievable to those who behold them.

We are able to travel all over the

world at incredible speed. Inventions

too numerous to mention bless the lives

of the inhabitants of the world.

President Wilford Woodruff de-

scribed this day when he said, "The
day has already dawned when the light

of heaven is to fill the earth; the day

in which the Lord has said that nothing

should be kept hidden, . . . the day in

which everything that has been kept

from the knowledge of man ever since

the foundation of the earth, must be

revealed; ... It is a day in which the

gospel is to be preached to every nation,

tongue and people for a witness of what
shall follow. . .

." (Journal of Dis-

courses, vol. 24, p. 51.)

Building of Zion

The Prophet Joseph wrote an

editorial in the Times and Seasons in

May 1842 regarding the purpose of the

Church in which he indicated the great

joy of living in this day:

"The building up of Zion is a

cause that has interested the people

of God in every age; it is a theme
upon which prophets, priests, and kings

have dwelt with peculiar delight; they

have looked forward with joyful antici-

pation to the day in which we lived; and

fired with heavenly and joyful anticipa-

tions, they have sung, and wrote, and

prophesied of this our day;—but they

died without the sight. . .
." (Times

and Seasons, vol. 3, p. 776.)

May we appreciate the privilege
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that is ours in living in this time,

in the beautiful, wonderful world in

which we live. May we let the gospel

light guide us that we may be in the

world and yet not partake of the evil

of the world. I so ask in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Harold B. Lee

We who associate with Brother

Cullimore appreciate the great strength

of his testimony and his service. He has

just addressd us.

We will now hear from Elder

Gordon B. Hinckley of the Council of

the Twelve.

Elder Gordon B. Hinckley

Of the Council of the Twelve

Thirty-four gifted and inspired

speakers have preceded me, and now on

this autumn day I feel like the last leaf

on the tree as I say a few words before

President Lee gives his final counsel

and blessing. It is not a new experience

for me to speak immediately preceding

President Lee. I have had that privilege

a score of times recently. Each time I

have felt like the freshman team before

the varsity comes out for the big game.

But I regard this as a great oppor-

tunity to add my testimony. I humbly
seek the direction of the Holy Spirit as

I speak upon a sacred theme.

"We Thank Thee, O God, for

a Prophet"

We have sung in this conference

a marvelous hymn, a hymn we have

sung in conferences for more than a

century: "We Thank Thee, O God, for

a Prophet." It is distinctive with us.

As a people we sing some hymns that

have come from other churches, and
others sing some of ours. But only we
can properly sing, "We thank thee, O
God, for a prophet to guide us in these

latter days."

It was written more than a century

ago by a man of humble circumstances

who lived in Sheffield, England. He
worked in the steel mills and was dis-

charged because he joined the Mormon
Church. But there burned in his heart

a great and fervent testimony; and out

of an overflowing spirit of gratitude, he

penned these marvelous lines. They
have become a grateful expression of

appreciation for millions over the earth.

I myself have heard them sung in 21

different languages as a reverent prayer

of thanksgiving for divine revelation.

How thankful we ought to be, my
brethren and sisters, how thankful we
are, for a prophet to counsel us in

words of divine wisdom as we walk our
paths in these complex and difficult

times. The solid assurance we carry in

our hearts, the conviction that God will

make his will known to his children

through his recognized servant is the

real basis of our faith and activity. We
either have a prophet or we have noth-

ing; and having a prophet, we have
everything.

Work in the Philippines

Twelve years ago, in company
with the mission president from Hong
Kong, it was my opportunity to initiate

the work in the Philippines. On April

28, 1961, we held a meeting that will

never be forgotten by those of us who
were present. We had no hall then in

which to meet. We made a request of

the United States Embassy for permis-

sion to meet on the beautiful porch of
the marble memorial in the American
military cemetery at Fort McKinley on
the outskirts of Manila. We convened
at 6:30 in the morning. In that hallowed


