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along the paths which Jesus walked, let

us remember the testimony Jesus gave:

"Behold, I am Jesus Christ, whom the

prophets testified shall come into the

world. ... I am the light and . . . life of
the world. . .

." (3 Ne. 11:10-11.) "i

am the first and the last; I am he who
liveth,"! am he who was slain; I am your
advocate with the Father." (D&C
110:4.)

To his testimony I add my witness:

He lives. His prophet this day has been
sustained—even President Spencer W.

Kimball. I so testify, in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

We have just listened to Elder
Thomas S. Monson of the Council of
the Twelve Apostles.

We will now be pleased to hear
from President N. Eldon Tanner, First

Counselor in the First Presidency, who
will be our concluding speaker.

President N. Eldon Tanner
First Counselor in the First Presidency

Just a year and a half ago in our

solemn assembly, I was asked to present

for the sustaining vote of the members a

new president of The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints as a prophet,

seer, and revelator—President Harold

B. Lee—together with the other Gen-
eral Authorities and general Church of-

ficers.

President Lee was an outstanding,

dynamic leader, loved and respected by

all, and much was accomplished in the

short time he presided over the Church.

We were all shocked and saddened in-

deed at his passing. We realize, how-
ever, that the Lord has called him home
to his great reward and to a different

service. Following his passing, our be-

loved President Spencer W. Kimball
was called, set apart, and ordained as

prophet, seer, and revelator, and as

president of The Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints.

President Kimball chosen

I should like to bear my witness

that President Kimball was chosen by
the Lord and foreordained to preside

over the Church at this particular time.

Miracles have been performed in his

behalf in order to make it possible for

him to be here in good health to re-

ceive this high honor and to assume the

heavy responsibility placed upon him.

He has been enthusiastically sustained

by the stakes in their stake conferences

and in the solemn assembly this morn-

ing. It is truly an honor, privilege, and
blessing for me to be called as his coun-

selor, and I do hope and pray that the

Lord will give me the wisdom, judg-

ment, inspiration, and ability, to-

gether with my determination, to serve

under his direction in an acceptable

manner to him and to the Lord in help-

ing to build the kingdom of God here

upon the earth.

I call upon all members of the

Church everywhere to close ranks and

to accept and support him as one called

of God as a prophet, seer, and revelator,

an apos'le of Jesus Christ and president

of His church and kingdom, and to as-

sume their individual responsibilities

in helping to further the cause of righ-

teousness and in working out their own
salvation and exaltation.

Receiving his word

Further, as the Lord said:
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"Wherefore, . . . thou shall give

heed unto all his words and command-
ments which he shall give unto you as

he receiveth them, walking in all holi-

ness before me;
"For his word ye shall receive, as

if from mine own mouth, in all patience

and faith.

"For by doing these things the gates

of hell shall not prevail against you;

yea, and the Lord God will disperse the

powers of darkness from before you,

and cause the heavens to shake for your
good, and his name's glory." (D&C
21:4-6.)

It was just 144 years ago that The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints was organized under the direc-

tion of the Lord, and the Prophet
Joseph Smith was called by him as

the first president of his Church in

these, the latter days, and the mem-
bers were given the instructions I have
just quoted. We all have the responsibil-

ity of going forward and helping to

build the kingdom of God and further-

ing the cause of truth and righteous-

ness, bringing souls unto Christ.

Miracle of resurrection

Also, we are reminded that next

week we celebrate the day on which our

Lord and Savior, by that great miracle

of the resurrection, broke the bonds of

death and was raised from the tomb as

a resurrected being. It is natural, right,

and proper that Christians everywhere

should turn their minds and hearts in

gratitude to the great sacrifice made by

Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God,
who gave his life for you and me and all

mankind that our sins may be forgiven

and that we might be resurrected and
enjoy immortality and eternal life, for

he said, ".
. . This is my work and my

glory—to bring to pass the immortality

and eternal life of man." (Moses 1:39.)

He also said, ".
. . this is life eternal,

that they might know thee the only true

God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast

sent." (John 17:3.)

Then as recorded in John, "Jesus

said ... I am the resurrection, and the

life: he that believeth in me, though he

were dead, yet shall he live:

"And whosoever liveth and be-

lieveth in me shall never die. . .
." (John

11:25-26.)

Much has been said in this confer-

ence, and more will be said, 1 am sure,

about the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and
the great miracle of the resurrection and
his message to the world. It is by him
and through him only that we have

hope of resurrection and life after

death. Through his prophets and by
his own teachings, he gave us the plan

of life and salvation, which if accepted

and lived will give us the greatest joy

and success and happiness while we so-

journ here upon the earth, and eternal

life hereafter. While here he taught us

the importance of prayer and how to

pray, and it is on this subject that I

should like to address you for just a few

moments.

How to pray

He said:

".
. . When thou prayest, thou shalt

not be as the hypocrites are: for they

love to pray standing in the synagogues

and in the corners of the streets, that

they may be seen of men. . . .

"But thou, when thou prayest, en-

ter into thy closet, and when thou hast

shut thy door, pray to thy Father which

is in secret; and thy Father which seeth

in secret shall reward thee openly.

".
. . Use not vain repetitions. . . .

"After this manner therefore pray

ye [And he could well have said, "After

this manner therefore live ye."] . . . Our

Father which art in heaven. Hallowed be

thy name.

"Thy kingdom come. Thy will be

done in earth, as it is in heaven.

"Give us this day our daily bread.

"And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors.

"And lead us not into temptation.
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but deliver us from evil; For thine is the

kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

for ever. Amen." (Matt. 6:5-7, 9-13.)

This is often referred to as the

Lord's Prayer, with the thought that it

should be repeated regularly and ver-

batim, where in reality he said: "After

this manner therefore pray ye," suggest-

ing that the things he referred to should

be in our minds and in our hearts, but

prayer is a direct personal relationship in

which we acknowledge our Father in

heaven, and must be sincere, expressing

simply in our own words our feelings of

gratitude and asking for the guidance

and blessings of which we stand in

need.

Analysis of Lord's prayer

First, as the Lord said, the door
must be shut against the distractions

of the world so that we may concentrate

on what we are saying to our Father in

heaven. Let us analyze the meaning of

the words in the sample prayer which

our Lord has given us.

Acknowledgment as Father

He said, "Our Father which art in

heaven." By these words we acknowl-

edge God as our Father, the Father of

all mankind; and all men, whoever they

are and wherever they may be, are in-

vited to call upon him as their Father

which art in heaven. What a glorious

thing it is to realize and to know that we
can go to our Heavenly Father without

appointment, pour out our souls to

him in all simplicity and faith, knowing
that he is there and can and will hear

and answer our prayers. We know that

he is a living God who dwells in heaven,

that we are his spirit children, and
that his Son Jesus Christ has instructed

us, regardless of who we are, to call

upon God and to acknowledge him as

our Father.

Next he said, "Hallowed be thy

name." How important it is that

God's name should be hallowed in our

daily conduct, and particularly in our

worship. We can best hallow the name
of God by sanctifying his name and

helping others to sanctify it. We should

sanctify his name by showing love and

reverence and in calling upon him in

worship, doing all these things that

would redound to his glory.

"Thy kingdom come"

As we think, "Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done in earth, as it is in

heaven," we must realize there is only

one way by which this can be accom-

plished, and that is by our accepting

him as our God and by living his com-

mandments and helping to build his

kingdom here upon the earth. His

church and kingdom has been estab-

lished here upon the earth today, and
it can be built up only as we accept his

teachings, live them, and teach them to

the world.

The Lord, speaking to the Prophet

Joseph Smith in 1831, said:

"The keys of the kingdom of God
are committed unto man on the earth,

and from thence shall the gospel roll

forth unto the ends of the earth, as the

stone which is cut out of the mountain

without hands shall roll forth, until it

has filled the whole earth. . . .

"Call upon the Lord, that his king-

dom may go forth upon the earth, that

the inhabitants thereof may receive it,

and be prepared for the days to come,
in the which the Son of Man shall come
down in heaven, clothed in the bright-

ness of his glory, to meet the kingdom
of God which is set up on the earth.

"Wherefore, may the kingdom of
God go forth, that the kingdom of
heaven may come, that thou, O God,
mayest be glorified in heaven so on
earth, that thine enemies may be sub-

dued; for thine is the honor, power and
glory, forever and ever. Amen." (D&C
65:2, 5-6.)

If we pray that his will be done, we
must be prepared to do our part. My
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father said to me when I was a boy, "If

you want your prayers to be answered,

you'd better get on your feet and go to

work." There is no use praying for the

kingdom to come and his will to be

done unless we are prepared to do

something about it.

Our daily bread

As we consider the words "Give us

this day our daily bread," we might well

say "our daily needs," as we should rec-

ognize that we are entirely dependent

upon the Lord for all that we have. He
is our Creator and the Giver of all

things. He has given us a brain by which

we can think and reason and learn, and

he expects us to use our knowledge and

the skills we develop to produce abun-

dantly that we may supply our own
needs and share with our neighbors. We
are admonished to pray regarding all our

personal needs and over everything that

pertains to our welfare. How important

it is to be worthy to call upon our Heav-

enly Father and ask for his help and ex-

press our gratitude for the bounties of

life and all his wonderful blessings. As

we pray, we should determine to use

these blessings wisely for the benefit of

ourselves and others, for furthering the

Lord's work, and for the glorification of

his name. Only as we do the will of God
do we acknowledge his sovereignty.

Deliverance from evil

As we analyze the words "Lead us

not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil," we should realize that he has

given us scripture and sent us prophets

to teach us, and as we accept these

teachings, we will be led away from and

not into temptation. Keeping the com-
mandments and following the teachings

of Jesus Christ will give us the strength

to resist temptation, and we will be de-

livered from evil because we will not

be associating ourselves with evil or

putting ourselves in a position where we
will be tempted to do that which is

wrong.

Second Day

In the gospel of Mark we read,

"Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into

temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but

the flesh is weak." (Mark 14:38.) We
must pray for courage and strength, de-

sire, determination, and ability to be

honest, true, chaste, benevolent, vir-

tuous, and to do unto others as we
would have others do unto us. As we
prayerfully and continually search for

truth, we should seek after anything

virtuous, lovely, or of good report or

praiseworthy. By so living we will be

helping the Lord answer our plea,

"Lead us not into temptation," and we
will be delivered from evil.

Forgiveness

Let us consider "Forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors." It is

interesting to compare this version as

recorded by Matthew with those of
Luke and Mark. Luke says, "And for-

give us our sins; for we also forgive

every one that is indebted to us. . .
."

(Luke 11:4.)

Mark expresses it this way:

"And when ye stand praying, for-

give, if ye have ought against any: that

your Father also which is in heaven
may forgive you your trespasses.

"But if ye do not forgive, neither

will your Father which is in heaven for-

give your trespasses." (Mark 11:25-26.)

The Lord has said, "I, the Lord,
will forgive whom I will forgive, but of
you it is required to forgive all men."
(D&C 64:10.) We are further admon-
ished to forgive many times, even
seventy times seven. We should stop

and ask ourselves if we are prepared to

ask the Lord to forgive us of our sins

and trespasses only as we forgive our

friends and neighbors. How wonderful
it would be if we would all forgive and
love our neighbors. Then it would be
much easier for us to call upon the Lord
to forgive us of any of our wrongdoings,

and as we repent and bring forth fruits

meet for repentance, we can expect
God's forgiveness and mercy to be ex-

tended in our behalf.
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The scriptures are clear concerning

such forgiveness. We read: "For if ye
forgive men their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you;

"But if ye forgive not men their

trespasses, neither will your Father for-

give your trespasses." (Matt. 6:14-15.)

Further: "Wherefore, 1 say unto

you, that ye ought to, forgive one an-

other; for he that fOrgiveth not his

brother his trespasses standeth con-

demned before the Lord; for there re-

maineth in him the greater sin." (D&C
64:9.)

Our Lord gave us an example of
the true spirit of forgiveness when he
said from the cross, ".

. . Father, forgive

them; for they know not what they do."

(Luke 23:34.) We read also of that

faithful disciple, Stephen, who was
persecuted and stoned, "And he

kneeled down, and cried with a loud
voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their

charge. And when he had said this, he

fell asleep." (Acts 7:60.)

How important it is for us to apply

in our lives those great principles

of repentance and forgiveness. Let us

always remember that the one who
carries a grudge or ill feelings toward
a neighbor and does not forgive is the

one who is uncomfortable and unhappy
and ill at ease, and continuing in this

course will canker his soul, and in him
will remain the greater sin. There are

numerous stories with beautiful end-

ings where persons who have carried

grudges or harbored ill feelings toward
others have had the courage and strength

to, later on, go and apologize, showing

love and making reconciliation, result-

ing in a beautiful new relationship

where both are greatly relieved and
happy together.

Closing of prayer

Now let us ponder the words "For

thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, for ever. Amen." Again

we are reminded that God is our Fath-

er, and acknowledge that the kingdom
we seek is his, and that all good is

accomphshed not in and of ourselves,

but by his power and to his glory. We
must give thanks to him for all that we
receive, realizing the importance of ex-

pressing our gratitude by the way we
live and serve him and our fellowmen.

May we always remember and ac-

knowledge that Jesus Christ, the Son of

God, the Savior of the world, came and

gave his life for you and me, and accept

his teachings as the way of life and sal-

vation, and be prepared to so live that

we may be found worthy of his sacrifice

as we prepare ourselves to enjoy im-

mortality and eternal life. As we do

this, we will bring glory to his name
and salvation to ourselves.

"Amen" is a word used in closing

to express solemn ratification or hearty

approval of what has been said. Let us

truly mean it and show it by our words

and deeds.

Prayer in Gethsemane

As we pray, let us remember the

prayer offered by Jesus Christ in the

Garden of Gethsemane:
"Then cometh Jesus with them

unto a place called Gethsemane, and
saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here,

while 1 go and pray yonder.

"And he took with him Peter and

the two sons of Zebedee, and began

to be sorrowful and very heavy.

"Then saith he unto them, My soul

is exceeding sorrowful, even unto

death: tarry ye here, and watch

with me.

"And he went a httle farther, and

fell on his face, and prayed, saying,

my Father, if it be possible, let this

cup pass from me: nevertheless not as

1 will, but as thou wilt." (Matt. 26:

36-39.)

How important it is that we are

prepared to say, "Not as I will, but

as thou wilt."

Let us listen to the word of the

Lord in more recent times:

"Hearken, O ye people of my
church, to whom the kingdom has been

given; hearken ye and give ear to him
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Second Day

who laid the foundation of the earth,

who made the heavens and all the hosts

thereof, and by whom all things were

made which live, and move, and have a

being.

"And again I say, hearken unto my
voice, lest death shall overtake you;

in an hour when ye think not the sum-
mer shall be past, and the harvest

ended, and your souls not saved.

"Listen to him who is the advocate

with the Father, who is pleading your
cause before him." (D&C 45:1-3.)

I bear witness that God does live,

that he stands ready to hear and answer
our prayers through Jesus Christ, our

Savior. We can glorify his name and
help to build his kingdom which is es-

tablished upon the earth only as we
live his teachings and keep his com-
mandments. May we do this, I humbly
pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Kimball

President N. Eldon Tanner of the

First Presidency of the Chuch has been
our concluding speaker in this the third

session of the 144th Annual Conference

of the Church.

We sincerely appreciate govern-

ment, educational, and civic leaders

who have been present in this session

this morning.

We are especially grateful for the

large attendance of regional representa-

tives, mission representatives, stake and
temple presidencies, bishoprics, and
other general officers of the Church.

We shall conclude this morning's

proceedings with the Tabernacle Choir
singing the beautiful "Still, Still with

Thee" by Harry Rowe Shelly, which
was one of the favorite songs of Presi-

dent Harold B. Lee.

Following the singing, the bene-

diction will be pronounced by Elder

Sterling W. Sill, Assistant to the Twelve
Apostles.

This conference will then be ad-

journed until two o'clock this afternoon.

The song, "Still, Still with Thee,"

was sung by the Tabernacle Choir.

The benediction was offered by

Elder Sterling W. Sill, Assistant to the

Twelve Apostles.

The conference was adjourned

until two o'clock, p.m.

SECOND DAY
AFTERNOON MEETING

FOURTH SESSION

The fourth session of the confer-

ence convened in the Salt Lake Taber-

nacle on Saturday, April 6, 1974, at

2 o'clock p.m.

President Spencer W. Kimball pre-

sided and conducted.

The music was furnished by the

Combined Primary Children's Chorus
of the Granger, Hunter, and Taylors-

ville Regions, with Sister Patricia

Maughan conducting. Roy M. Darley

was at the organ. Before the opening

of the meeting, the chorus sang a group

of quiet songs as prelude music.

President Kimball then made the

following introductory comments:

President Spencer W. Kimball

We extend a most cordial welcome
to all assembled this afternoon in the

Tabernacle on Temple Square in Salt

Lake City in this fourth general ses-

sion of the 144th Annual Conference of


