
87

Elder S. Dilworth Young
Of the First Council of the Seventy

One who reads through the books

of Matthew and John finds in them not

only the account of the life of the Lord

Jesus Christ and the story of the es-

tablishment of his kingdom on earth,

but the evidences that he fulfilled the

prophecies concerning the promised

Messiah. These two apostles seemed
to have been concerned with the fact

that the Lord fulfilled the prophecies,

as well as doing wonderful and awe-

inspiring works before people.

Prophecies of Messiah

The people were well acquainted

with the scriptural basis of prophecy.

"Surely," said Amos, "the Lord God
will do nothing, but he revealeth his

secret unto his servants the prophets."

(Amos 3:7.) And so if this man who did

such mighty works was truly the Mes-
siah promised for nearly 2,000 years, he

must fulfill all the prophecies which

have been inspired of the Holy Ghost
concerning him. There are numerous
such prophecies in the Old Testament.

I shall enumerate those called to our

attention by Matthew and John. You
will have no trouble affirming that

they attest Jesus Christ, the only one
whom they fit.

He was to be born of a virgin; he

was to be named Immanuel, which

means "God with us." (See Isa. 7:14

and Matt. 1:23.) He was to come out of

Egypt (see Hosea 11:1 and Matt. 2:13-

23), and yet be born in Bethlehem of

Judea. (See Micah 5:2.) His enemies

would cause great mourning for chil-

dren in Bethlehem. (See Jer. 31:15 and

Matt. 2:18.) And he would finally be
called a Nazarene; the Nazarenes were
despised, and so people could call him
a Nazarene, meaning "despised." (See

Isa. 53:3 and Matt. 2:23.) He was to do
many marvelous acts which their recip-

ients were not to make known in the

streets. (See Isa. 42:2 and Matt. 12:19.)

He would cast out devils and heal the

sick. (See Isa. 53:4 and Matt. 8:17.) He
was to teach in parables. (See Ps. 78:2

and Matt. 13:35.) When he was pro-

claimed king, he would come lowly, and

riding upon an ass, and upon a colt, the

foal of an ass. (See Zech. 9:9 and Matt.

21:4-9.)

He would make the temple a house

of prayer, driving the moneychangers

from it in the process. (See Isa. 56:7 and

Matt. 21:12.) He would suffer an

ignominious death; his executioners

would part his raiment among them and

cast lots for his garment. (See Ps. 22:18

and Matt. 27:35.) And from the death

price of thirty pieces of silver, a potter's

field would be purchased. (See Zech.

11:12-13 and Matt. 27:6-9.) In the pro-

cess of dying he would cry out, "I

thirst." (See Ps. 69:21 and John 19:

28-29.)

In spite of the Roman custom of

breaking the bones of those they cruci-

fied, the prophets proclaimed that not

one of his bones would be broken.

(See Ex. 12:46, Ps. 34-20, and John

19:33-36.) He was to make his grave

with the rich. (See Isa. 53:9.) And after

all this he would be called by Isaiah,

"Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty

God, The everlasting Father, The Prince

of Peace." (Isa. 9:6.)

As the two apostles wrote about the

Lord, they pointed out that the Savior

of mankind had fulfilled to the minutest

detail those events foretold by the

prophets. Luke summarized the Savior's

life in these words, ".
. . that all things

which are written may be fulfilled."

(Luke 21:22.)

Restoration predicted

While not in so much detail, other

great events of importance to the prog-

ress of the Lord's work have been
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prophesied. Isaiah outlined the fact

that some of his people would be

brought down and that they should

speak out of the dust and that this

voice would be as a familiar spirit,

speaking out of the ground. (See Isa.

29:4.) Ezekiel spoke of the sticks of

Judah and Ephraim which, having been

written on, should become one in the

hand of the Lord. (See Ezek. 37:

16-17.)

The Lord said unto Enoch, as

though to confirm what would be said

by Isaiah, that "righteousness will

I send down out of heaven; and truth

will I send forth out of the earth, to

bear testimony of mine Only Begotten;

his resurrection from the dead; yea, and

also the resurrection of all men; and
righteousness and truth will I cause to

sweep the earth as with a flood. . .
."

(Moses' 7:62.)

Lehi quotes Joseph, the son of

Jacob, as speaking of a great prophet

of the latter days who would be his

descendant and be named after Joseph

himself, and that the father of this

great prophet would be named Joseph

also. (See 2 Ne. 3:15.)

The only event that has welded all

of these separate prophecies into a

coherent whole has been the appear-

ance of Moroni, an ancient Nephite

prophet, to Joseph Smith, and his sub-

sequent guidance of the young prophet

as he literally brought forth out of the

ground the Book of Mormon, which has

indeed a familiar spirit, as one speak-

ing out of the dust for a remnant of

Israel long since dead. The later joining

of this Book of Mormon, the history of

the dealings of Christ with a people

who were, as Ezekiel said, of Ephraim,

with the account of Christ's dealings

with Judah, the Bible, is a literal ful-

fillment of the prophecies 1 have just

mentioned by Isaiah, Ezekiel, and
Enoch.

While the choosing of Joseph

Smith, a son of Joseph Smith, is a

fulfillment of the prophecy of Joseph,

son of Jacob, recorded in 2 Nephi, the

Second Day

connection of these two histories with

the Prophet Joseph Smith is miraculous.

No man could have brought it about
nor have foreseen the events by which it

was restored to the earth. Nothing like

it has ever been done before; and yet

after its accomplishment, we know that

it could have taken place in no other

way.

Future events in prophecy

We can take comfort that the great

events of the future have been proph-

esied in considerable detail, and that

when they are fulfilled, the events of

that fulfillment will occur as naturally

and as surely as have those of the dis-

tant past. There will be scoff"ers and dis-

believers in that day also, who will, up
until the very moment of the appear-

ance of the Son of Man, declare that the

believers are fools for believing.

As though a great musical oratorio

was being performed, there have been
minor themes to accompany the greater

prophecies. These have pointed to the

local events which guided the way to

those magnificent chords of the main
theme. Jacob blessed Joseph to have his

heritage extend to the utmost bounds of
the everlasting hills; an angel visited

Zacharias and informed him of the

coming birth of John the Baptist;

Samuel, called by the voice of the

Lord to be his prophet instead of Eli,

constantly raised his voice in prophecy
over Israel.

The prophecy of Joseph Smith that

the Saints would be driven to the Rocky
Mountains, there to become a mighty

people, was in confirmation of an earlier

prophecy of Isaiah "that the mountain

of the Lord's house shall be established

in the top of the mountains." (Isa.

2:2.) This prophecy was fulfilled and

further confirmed by Brigham Young,

who, when entering the valley, rose

from hife sick bed in Wilford Woodruff's
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carriage and said, "This is the right this conference as the President of the

place!" Church, President Spencer W. Kimball.

Prophecies about leaders

There have been prophecies about

men in these latter days of equal im-

port. Given by pure inspiration to loyal

and pure people, they are as prophetic

as if they were made by the major

prophets.

Eliza R. Snow, seeing the small

son of Rachel Ivins Grant playing on
the floor in the home of William C.

Staines, prophesied in tongues that

he would grow up to become an apostle.

Zina D. Young interpreted the proph-

ecy. That small boy was President

Heber J. Grant. (See Conference Report,

April 1927, pp. 17-18.)

In 1887 Patriarch John Smith said

to a young man, age 13, "For the eye of

the Lord is upon thee—the Lord has

a work for thee to do, in which thou
shalt see much of the world. It shall

be thy lot to sit in council with thy

brethren, and preside among the people,

and exhort the saints to faithfulness."

(Llewelyn R. McKay, Highlights in the

Life of President David O. McKay, Des-
eret Book Co., 1966, p. 38.) A confirma-

tion of this took place in far-off

Scotland, in a meeting high in spiritual

manifestation, when a Latter-day Saint

of Scotch ancestry spoke. Those who
were there heard President James L.

McMurrin address one of those present

and prophesy that he would sit in the

highest councils of the Church. That one
sat in the highest councils of the Church
in the person of President David O.

McKay. (See Highlights in the Life of
President David O. McKay, pp. 37-38.)

About 65 years ago, Sister Mary
Kimball, wife of Crozier Kimball,

watched a small boy climb into a buggy
driven by his father, Andrew. As they

drove away, she turned to her husband
and was inspired to say, "That boy will

some day be the prophet of the Lord."

That boy sits here today, presiding over

Inspired promises

Constantly in the hves of the mem-
bers, prophetic statements have been

made. Is a person who is ill given a

blessing? Inspired promises are often

made by the elder pronouncing it. Is

a baby given a name? The blessing

following may be and is often pro-

phetic. Does a father give what we call

a "father's blessing"? Then in his patri-

archal position, he may be as prophetic

as was Jacob in blessing his twelve

sons. Promises made when inspired

of the Holy Ghost will be fulfilled if the

persons to whom they are given keep

in harmony with divine principles.

Personal revelation

There have been many occasions

when people have had direct revelation

to themselves as to important events to

take place in their own lives about
which they had no previous warning.

Many men and women in this audience

can testify that they knew beforehand
of the call to be made upon them and
the requirements of the call. As with

Enos, "the voice of the Lord came into

[their] mind[s]. . .
." (Enos 10.) In each

case, the words were sure and clear to

the recipient.

And finally unto many of the faith-

ful comes the inspiration as to callings

and positions to be given to people who
are important to the Church. Men and
women have known by the power of

the Holy Ghost who would fill an

apostolic vacancy or one of stake or

ward importance. They do not voice

these inspirations, but have the deep

satisfaction of recognizing the source and
the joy of having the Lord share with

them, in advance, the foretold action.

All of these variations of the gift

of prophecy come to those whose lives

merit the presence of the Holy Ghost.
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Was it not the Prophet Joseph who said

that the spirit of the Holy Ghost is the

spirit of prophecy? All of us should

court it and be enveloped in its benefi-

cent influence.

End from the beginning

All of these prophecies, great and

small, bear witness that the Lord has

known the end from the beginning and

has warned and forewarned those who
would listen of the solemn and sure

march of the work of Christ to its cer-

tain and ultimate conclusion. We who
sit here today are a part of that great

movement. If we play our part well and

sustain the Lord Jesus Christ and his

living prophet, all will be well with us.

I desire to include a prayer for

President Spencer W. Kimball as I close

these remarks.

Thy servant. Lord,

Has answered to thy call

To be thy mouthpiece

On the earth—unto its farthest part.

Give him strong heart

To bear thy burden well;

Enlarge his voice

That he may tell

Thy message to

Thy people. Lord,

And to the far-flung

Second Day

Who have not yet heard.

O Lord, we know he is thy

chosen seer.

As he now speaks,

Give us the ear to hear.

In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

He to whom you have just listened

is Elder S. Dilworth Young of the First

Council of Seventy.

The congregation and chorus will

now join in singing, "Do What Is

Right."

After the singing. Elder Theodore

M. Burton, Assistant to the Twelve

Apostles, will address us.

The congregation sang the hymn
"Do What Is Right."

President Kimball

Elder Theodore M. Burton, As-

sistant to the Twelve Apostles, will now
address us.

He will be followed by Elder Rex
D. Pinegar of the First Council of

Seventy, who is currently serving as the

president of the Virginia Mission.

Elder Theodore M. Burton

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

My brothers and sisters, that which

has transpired here today has my whole-

hearted approval. To these men who
have been appointed of God as proph-

ets, I give my wholehearted support and
loyalty.

Elijah and the widow

The Old Testament speaks of many
great prophets. The last of the proph-

ets in old Israel who held a fullness of

divine authority was Elijah the Tish-

bite. A famine came in the land when
Elijah, as commanded of God, sealed

the heavens shut that it did not rain.

During this famine, he was miracu-

lously fed by ravens at the brook

Cherith, which flowed into the Jordan

River.

Then God sent Elijah to the city of

Zarephath and told him he had ap-

pointed a widow there who would feed

him. Elijah met this widow at the out-


