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Was it not the Prophet Joseph who said

that the spirit of the Holy Ghost is the

spirit of prophecy? All of us should

court it and be enveloped in its benefi-

cent influence.

End from the beginning

All of these prophecies, great and

small, bear witness that the Lord has

known the end from the beginning and

has warned and forewarned those who
would listen of the solemn and sure

march of the work of Christ to its cer-

tain and ultimate conclusion. We who
sit here today are a part of that great

movement. If we play our part well and

sustain the Lord Jesus Christ and his

living prophet, all will be well with us.

I desire to include a prayer for

President Spencer W. Kimball as I close

these remarks.

Thy servant. Lord,

Has answered to thy call

To be thy mouthpiece

On the earth—unto its farthest part.

Give him strong heart

To bear thy burden well;

Enlarge his voice

That he may tell

Thy message to

Thy people. Lord,

And to the far-flung

Second Day

Who have not yet heard.

O Lord, we know he is thy

chosen seer.

As he now speaks,

Give us the ear to hear.

In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

He to whom you have just listened

is Elder S. Dilworth Young of the First

Council of Seventy.

The congregation and chorus will

now join in singing, "Do What Is

Right."

After the singing. Elder Theodore

M. Burton, Assistant to the Twelve

Apostles, will address us.

The congregation sang the hymn
"Do What Is Right."

President Kimball

Elder Theodore M. Burton, As-

sistant to the Twelve Apostles, will now
address us.

He will be followed by Elder Rex
D. Pinegar of the First Council of

Seventy, who is currently serving as the

president of the Virginia Mission.

Elder Theodore M. Burton

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

My brothers and sisters, that which

has transpired here today has my whole-

hearted approval. To these men who
have been appointed of God as proph-

ets, I give my wholehearted support and
loyalty.

Elijah and the widow

The Old Testament speaks of many
great prophets. The last of the proph-

ets in old Israel who held a fullness of

divine authority was Elijah the Tish-

bite. A famine came in the land when
Elijah, as commanded of God, sealed

the heavens shut that it did not rain.

During this famine, he was miracu-

lously fed by ravens at the brook

Cherith, which flowed into the Jordan

River.

Then God sent Elijah to the city of

Zarephath and told him he had ap-

pointed a widow there who would feed

him. Elijah met this widow at the out-



ELDER THEODORE M. BURTON 91

skirts of the city and asked her to give

him food to eat.

"And she said, As the Lord thy

God liveth, I have not a cake, but an

handful of meal in a barrel, and a little

oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gather-

ing two sticks, that I may go in and
dress it for me and my son, that we may
eat it, and die." (1 Kings 17:12.)

Elijah then promised her in the

name of the Lord that if she would
feed him, she would never lack for

food. I have pondered on the faith of

that woman, who, on the promise of

a humble man of God, put her life and
the life of her son in the balance.

Obediently she baked food and fed

Elijah, and then followed the miracle

of the fulfillment of the prophet's

promise: "And the barrel of meal

wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil

fail, according to the word of the Lord,

which he spake by Elijah." (1 Kings

17:16.)

Willingness to obey

I have tried to compare her spirit

of obedience with our willingness to

obey the word of God as spoken by

modern prophets. These prophets hold

the same fullness of authority given

to Elijah. They have told us to keep at

least a year's supply of food on hand for

any future emergency. We have only

their word of prophecy to rely on, just

as the widow relied on that of Elijah.

We should obey as she did. By so doing,

we will be able to save ourselves and
our families from want.

Sharing with others

Some members of the Church have

said to me, "Why should we keep
a store of food on hand? If a real

emergency came in this lawless world,

a neighbor would simply come with his

gun and take it from us. What would
you do if a person came and demanded
your food?" 1 replied that 1 would

share whatever I had with him, and he
wouldn't have to use a gun to obtain
that assistance either.

"1 wouldn't," replied one man. "I

have a gun, and 1 wouldn't hesitate to

use it to defend my family. Anyone
would have to kill me first in order to

get food away from me! After all, they
bring their own misery on themselves
by not being prepared!"

Well, one way to solve this prob-
lem is to convert your neighbors to be-

come obedient Latter-day Saints with
their own supply of food. If every family
were provided for, our stores would be
safe for the use of our families. But not
all people have sufficient faith to share
with others as did the widow who
shared with Elijah, I remember the

words of another prophet who loved the

poor and the unfortunate. He said:

Helping the needy

"And also, ye yourselves will suc-

cor those that stand in need of your
succor; ye will administer of your sub-

stance unto him that standeth in need;

and ye will not suffer that the beggar

putteth up his petition to you in vain,

and turn him out to perish.

"Perhaps thou shalt say: The man
has brought upon himself his misery;

therefore I will stay my hand, and
will not give unto him of my food, nor

impart unto him of my substance that

he may not suffer, for his punishments

are just

—

"But I say unto you, O man, who-
soever doeth this the same hath great

cause to repent; and except he re-

penteth of that which he hath done he

perisheth forever, and hath no interest

in the kingdom of God.
"For behold, are we not all beg-

gars? Do we not all depend upon the

same Being, even God, for all the

substance which we have, for both food
and raiment, and for gold, and for sil-

ver, and for all the riches yhich we have

of every kind?" (Mosiah 4:16-19.)

I sincerely believe if we do every-
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thing in our power to be obedient to

the will of God, we and our families

will never lack. If we are obedient as

true followers of Christ and share what

we have with those less fortunate than

we, the Lord will keep his promise to

watch over us and care for us. I will

then be glad that I have stores of food

on hand so I can be of assistance to

others. Perhaps like the widow who fed

Elijah, the meal will then never fail in

our barrels nor the oil ever fail in our

cruses until prosperity comes again.

Elijah's spiritual power

If the power of Elijah is so impor-

tant in temporal affairs, think of the

spiritual power he possessed. You re-

member, he could bind or seal on earth

and have it bound in heaven, or he

could loose on earth and have it loosed

in heaven. In his day, because of the

wickedness of the people, he bound the

heavens that it did not rain, and no

rain fell until after he had shown the

people the impotence and lack of

power of the 450 priests of Baal. After

they were destroyed and the people

humbled, Elijah, by the power of God,
opened the heavens again that rain fell

to break the famine. This sealing power
is characteristic of the prophets of God
who hold full divine authority.

The keys of the kingdom

Jesus promised this sealing power
to Peter and said: "And I will give unto

thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven;

and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth

shall be bound in heaven; and whatso-

ever thou shalt loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven." (Matt. 16:19.)

However, this power did not come
to Peter until one week later, when
Jesus took Peter, James, and John
with him to the top of a high moun-
tain. As they were there transfigured,

Moses and Elias appeared to them and

gave these apostles, under the direc-

tion of Jesus Christ, a fullness of divine

Second Day

priesthood authority. Remember that

Elias is the Greek name for Elijah. Eli-

jah, who was the last prophet of the

Old Testament to hold the keys of that

sealing power, passed this power on to

the prophets of the New Testament.

There is great order in the priesthood,

and the transfer of keys of authority is

carried out carefully in the Lord's own
way, under his direction. Once this

power was restored, it was possible to

pass it on to all the apostles, as recorded

in the scriptures. Jesus told the Twelve;

"Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye

shall bind on earth shall be bound in

heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose

on earth shall be loosed in heaven."

(Matt. 18:18.)

The office of Elias

There is considerable confusion in

the minds of students concerning the

power of Elias and the power of Elijah.

There was a prophet by the name of

Elias whom we know more familiarly as

Noah. (See Joseph Fielding Smith,

Answers to Gospel Questions, Deseret

Book Co., 1957-66, vol. 3, pp. 138-41.)

This office of Elias is that of a precursor

or forerunner. Those who have this

power are forerunners, who prepare

for greater things to follow. Such
prophets carry the title of an Elias.

The Twelve, after they heard that

Moses and Elijah had come, told Jesus

they understood that Elias was to come
first and asked for an explanation. Jesus

told them the scriptures did teach that

Elias must first come and this doctrine

was true and correct. Then he explained

that John the Baptist was that Elias,

who was to prepare the way before him,

but the people had not recognized him
as such. Following this forerunner

comes Elijah with the power to place

the seals of the Melchizedek Priesthood

upon the house of Israel. Then comes
the culmination of the Messiah or

Anointed One, who is the Savior or Re-
deemer with the greatest power of all.

So it has been done in our day also.
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The forerunner of priesthood restora-

tion was the return of John the Bap-
tist as an EHas to restore the power
of the Aaronic Priesthood. Then came
Peter, James, and John, who restored

the greater or Melchizedek Priesthood.

But our generation is that generation of

the fullness of times spoken of by Peter

to be established in the last days. In

this generation, therefore, there must
be a "restitution of all things, which
God hath spoken by the mouth of all

his holy prophets since the world be-

gan." (Acts 3:21.)

Restoration of sealing power

Therefore, before Jesus comes in

all his power and glory, all things must
be prepared beforehand, including the

restoration of the sealing power of

Elijah.

Thus, that prophecy given by Mal-

achi must be fulfilled. I quote this

promise as it was given by Moroni when
he was sent to teach Joseph Smith at the

beginning of this dispensation:

"Behold, I will reveal unto you the

Priesthood, by the hand of Elijah the

prophet, before the coming of the great

and dreadful day of the Lord.

"And he shall plant in the hearts

of the children the promises made to

the fathers, and the hearts of the chil-

dren shall turn to their fathers.

"If it were not so, the whole earth

would be utterly wasted at his coming."

(D&C 2.)

So important was this scripture,

that it is the only one I know of which
is quoted almost word for word in all

four standard works. The prophet Eli-

jah, with the keys of this sealing power,

did come just as predicted. Those keys
of the priesthood were restored in per-

fect order and harmony, as was done on
the Mount of Transfiguration. Each

prophet holding special keys of the

priesthood appeared and restored them

to prophets on the earth, Moses
appeared. Elias came. Then Elijah

appeared and said:

Malachi's prophecy fulfilled

"Behold, the time has fully come,

which was spoken of by the mouth of

Malachi—testifying that he [Elijah]

should be sent, before the great and

dreadful day of the Lord come

—

"To turn the hearts of the fathers to

the children, and the children to the

fathers, lest the whole earth be smitten

with a curse

—

"Therefore, the keys of this dispen-

sation are committed into your hands;

and by this ye may know that the great

and dreadful day of the Lord is near,

even at the doors." (D&C 110:14-16.)

With this fulfillment of prophecy,

all former priesthood powers were re-

stored again to earth. Temples have

been erected in which a fullness of these

priesthood ordinances is made avail-

able for those who qualify themselves

to receive them through faith and right-

eous living. Before the Savior comes

again, power has been given us to pro-

ceed with a great priesthood work. We
are to bind together the families of

men in true patriarchal order, so that

through worthiness we may have the

privilege to live in the celestial king-

dom as children of God, with resur-

rected bodies of flesh and bone, to dwell

eternally in the very presence of God
the Eternal Father.

Sealing of families

Through this priesthood power

which has been again restored to proph-

ets of God, we can be sealed as families

on earth and have that sealing be effec-

tive in heaven. As authorized disciples

of Jesus Christ, we can become in turn

saviors not only for our own living

families, but also for our deceased pro-

genitors. All it requires is the exercise

of that simple faith to carry out this

promise as the widow did for Elijah.

She gave the last food she had as a

token of her faith in God. Surely, out of

the great abundance God has given us,

we can share some of our time and our
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means to do this spiritual work for the

living and for the dead under the direc-

tion of modern prophets who hold the

same fullness of priesthood power as

did Elijah the Tishbite. President Kim-
ball holds the keys of this sealing power
to bind on earth and to have it bound
in heaven. He is a true prophet of God,
of which 1 testify in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

Second Day

President Spencer W. Kimbalt

Elder Theodore M. Burton, As-

sistant to the Twelve, has just addressed

us.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Rex D. Pinegar of the First

Council of Seventy. He will be followed

by Elder David B. Haight, Assistant to

the Council of the Twelve Apostles.

Elder Rex D. Pinegar

Of the First Council of the Seventy

It is a great privilege to be here

today to address you. My heart is filled

with wonderful feelings as 1 contem-
plate the great blessings we enjoy

as a result of the reestablishment by the

Lord of his church 144 years ago today.

His church, The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, exists

for the perfecting of the Saints and for

the unifying and exalting of the family

of our Father in heaven.

Significance of family

"To the members of our Church,"

President Stephen L Richards has said,

"the home [or family] has an enlarged

significance that is subordinate to

nothing else in life, for it constitutes

not only the source of our greatest

happiness here in this life, but also the

foundation of our exaltation and glory

in the life to come. After all, it is es-

sentially a religious institution. It has

its origin in [a] religious ceremony. It

is the fulfillment of [a] divine command.
Its government is of a religious nature

and the finest of its products are spiri-

tual." (Stephen L Richards, Where Is

Wisdom?, Deseret Book Co., 1955,

p. 193.)

Head of the family

The Lord has said that in the or-

dinances of the Melchizedek Priest-

hood "the power of godliness is mani-
fest." (D&C 84:20.) Thus, clothed with

the holy priesthood of God and com-
missioned by the Lord, a man takes his

place at the head of his family. Through
his righteous leadership, the power of

godliness may be manifest in his home.
This sacred obligation and stewardship

he shares with his wife, his helpmate.

In partnership with our Heavenly
Father, they experience the joy of crea-

tion as children bless their home and
enlarge their family circle.

A wife and mother will be an in-

spiration to her family and to her hus-

band and will honor him in his divine

appointment as head of their family.

President Hugh B. Brown has said

to the women of the Church:
"There is no better way to worship

and glorify God than by assisting his

sons on the upward and difficult climb.

This takes patience, tolerance, for-

bearance and other typically feminine

virtues." (Hugh B. Brown, "The Exalted

Sphere of Woman," Relief Society

/Magazine, December 1965, p. 887.)

A husband and father will en-

deavor to be noble and faithful in

carrying forth his sacred responsibility

to teach correct principles to his chil-

dren by precept and by example.

Father's testimony

Recently 1 heard a father tell of the


