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Sunday, April 7

GENERAL CONFERENCE

Elder Bernard P. Brockbank
Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

Third Day

The Lord said, ".
. . Hearken, O ye

nations of the earth, and hear the words

of that God who made you." (D&C 43;

23.) Godliness in man goes undevel-

oped without the words of God and his

program.

The Lord has commanded and

warned man to obey and hearken unto

his voice or to be subject to the power
and dominion of the devil. The Lord
said: "Wherefore, because that Satan

rebelled against me, and sought to de-

stroy the agency of man, which \, the

Lord God, had given him, and also, that

I should give unto him mine own
power; by the power of mine Only Be-

gotten, I caused that he should be cast

down;
"And he became Satan, yea, even

the devil, the father of all lies, to de-

ceive and to blind men, and to lead

them captive at his will, even as many
as would not hearken unto my voice."

(Moses 4:3-4.)

Power and influence of Satan

That is a warning to all mankind.

It is very important to know that

Satan has power to deceive men and to

blind men and to lead men captive at

his will, even as many as will not hear-

ken unto the voice of the Lord. Sin and

evil come from Satan, and godliness

and eternal life in the kingdom of God
are from the Lord.

The aposde John said, "He thai

committeth sin is of the devil; for the

devil sinneth from the beginning. . .

."

(1 John 3:8.)

Satan with his evil, deceitful, de-

structive plans was able to turn one-

third of the spirits in heaven away from

the voice of God and to influence them

to follow his Satanic voice. The Lord

said of Satan: "... a third part of the

hosts of heaven turned he away from

me because of their agency;

"And they were thrust down, and

thus came the devil and his angels."

(D&C 29:36-37.)

They were cast out of the kingdom
of God because they had free agency to

choose for themselves, and they chose

to ignore and disrespect the voice of

God and listened and followed the

voice of the devil.

Satan and his angels and their

God-destroying plan are on earth today,

and the Lord said of Satan, ".
. . he

goeth up and down, to and fro in the

earth, seeking to destroy the souls of

men." (D&C 10:27.)

The devil tempted Adam and Eve.

We are well acquainted with that story.

They listened to his deceitful voice, and

they were cast out of the Garden of

Eden. Because of failure to hearken

unto the voice of God, they were sub-

ject to the influence of the devil and
were cast out.

When the Lord restored his church,

he warned man about the power of

Satan. This came in the latter days. He
said: ".

. . the hour is not yet, but is

nigh at hand, when peace shall be taken

from the earth, and the devil shall have

power over his own dominion.

"And also the Lord shall have

power over his saints, and shall reign

in their midst, and shall come down in

judgment upon ... the world." (D&C
1:35-36.)

Fulfillment of prophecy

President Harold B. Lee said, "To-

day you are witnessing the fulfillment

[of a prophecy concerning Satan's

dominion]. Today is the day when the

devil has power over his own domin-

ion." (Harold B. Lee, Decisions for

Successful Living, Deseret Book Co.,

1973, p. 221.) That is a prophetic state-

ment from a prophet of God. He also

said, "[Satan] is the master of deceit.
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adulteration and counterfeit. There is

hardly a human appetite that he has not

prostituted to his own evil designs;

virtue he betrays into vice; and things

invented and designed as benefactors to

mankind he diverts to his own ends. No
palace of art or temple of music was
ever more glamorously decorated," the

prophet continued, "than the hell-holes

of Satan that are labeled saloons, bars,

road houses and gambling clubs. With
blazing neon signs and lighted 'white

ways' the cheap and the tawdry are

dressed in tinseled garb, and with sen-

suous music from the nether regions

issuing forth from such places, the

passersby are enticed to partake." (De-

cisions for Successful Living, p. 155.)

Yes, it is true; the devil continues

to deceive and to blind men. It is true;

the devil continues to use the children

of God to degenerate and destroy their

own godliness. He entices them to sell

their divine birthright for a pot of

porridge. He deceives and lures men to

improperly use their passions and ap-

petites to degenerate and weaken their

godlike minds. Their minds, then, be-

come subject to the uncontrolled, im-

proper use of the passions and appetites.

Jesus' example

Jesus showed us the way to over-

power and defeat the devil. He is the

example. This has been repeated in this

conference twice before. It bears a lot

of repetition. An account of the Lord's

encounter and the temptations with

Satan is recorded in the holy scriptures:

"And Jesus being full of the Holy

Ghost returned from Jordan, and was

led by the Spirit into the wilderness,

"Being forty days tempted of the

devil. And in those days he did eat

nothing: and when they were ended, he

afterward hungered.

"And the devil said unto him. If

thou be the Son of God, command this

stone that it be made bread.

"And Jesus answered him, saying.

It is written,"—here is the message; it

is the written word of the Lord—"That
man shall not live by bread alone, but

by every word of God." (Luke 4:1-4.)

The devil was rebuked and over-

powered by the word of God, as re-

corded in his holy scriptures.

"And the devil, taking him up into

an high mountain, shewed unto him all

the kingdoms of the world in a moment
of time.

"And the devil said unto him.

All this power will I give thee, and
the glory of them: for that is delivered

unto me; and to whomsoever I will I

give it.

"If thou therefore wilt worship

me, all shall be thine," the devil

promised. (Luke 4:5-7.) Many have that

same temptation today. Hear the an-

swer of the Lord:

"And Jesus answered and said unto

him. Get thee behind me, Satan: for

it is written, Thou shalt worship the

Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou
serve." (Luke 4:8.) He quoted again

from the word of God.

"And [the devil] brought him to

Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of

the temple, and said unto him, If thou

be the Son of God, cast thyself down
from hence." (Luke 4:9.) And the devil

contorted and twisted the scriptures.

"For it is written, He shall give his

angels charge over thee, to keep thee:

"And in their hands they shall bear

thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy

foot against a stone.

"And Jesus answering said unto

him. It is said," and he quoted the scrip-

tures again, "Thou shalt not tempt the

Lord thy God." (Luke 4:10-12.)

Satan was rebuked and defeated by
Jesus because Jesus knew and used the

word of God—the commandments of

God as recorded in his holy scriptures.

Jesus hearkened unto the voice of the

Lord.

"Love not the world"

We can also overcome the buffet-

ings and temptations of Satan with the

word of God.
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The devil deceitfully and dishon-

estly continues to offer man the world

and the power of the world if man will

but fall down and worship him. The
devil wants us to love the world more
than we love God. He wants us to be

so foolish that we will love the crea-

tions of this earth more than the

Creator.

The aposde John said, "Love not

the world, neither the things that are in

the world. If any man love the world,

the love of the Father is not in him."

(1 John 2:15.)

Jesus said, "For what is a man prof-

ited, if he shall gain the -whole world,

and lose his own soul? or what shall a

man give in exchange for his soul?"

(Matt. 16:26.) The devil would like

man to accept the ways of the world in

place of eternal life in the kingdom of

God.

The armor of God

Jesus commanded that we protect

ourselves from the power and dominion

of the devil. He said, "Wherefore, lift

up your hearts and rejoice, and gird up

your loins, and take upon you my whole

armor. . .
." (D&C 27: 15.) This has been

quoted in this conference several times.

But Jesus gave these words in these

latter days, repeating words of the scrip-

tures.

Take on the whole armor of God.
The full armor of God is the full gospel

of Jesus Christ. If we put on the full

armor we will be able, in these troubled

times, to "run and not be weary, and

[to] walk and not faint," And the de-

stroying angel will pass us by and not be

able to destroy our godliness. (See D&C
89:20-21.)

Jesus counseled, "Pray always, that

you may come off conqueror; yea, that

you may conquer Satan, and that you

may escape the hands of the servants

of Satan that do uphold his work."

(D&C 10:5.)

Power of prayers

In our individual prayers we should

sincerely ask our Father in heaven to

help us meet and conquer the tempta-

tions of this life, and ask him to deliver

us from evil. We have been commanded
to ask.

Proper sincere prayer to a living

Father in heaven, through a living

Savior and Mediator, is essential for

protection from the power and evil

influence of the devil. It is very im-

portant for the Saints to know that dur-

ing today's perilous times when peace

has been taken from the earth, and
Satan has power over his own dominion
and over all that will not hearken unto

the voice of God, that the Lord gave

these comforting words, ".
. . The Lord

shall have power over his saints, and

shall reign in their midst, and shall come
down in judgment upon . . . the world."

(D&C 1:36.)

Power of the Lord

Today the Lord has power over his

Saints and is reigning in their midst and

will soon come down in judgment upon
the world. Through and by Jesus Christ

man has the power and the opportunity

if he keeps God's commandments to

become saintly and godlike.

I am thankful to be on earth when
the Lord has power over his Saints and
is reigning in their midst. The voice of

the Lord is recorded in his scriptures

and the voice of his prophets and his

apostles. His prophets and apostles give

the voice of the Lord today.

It is a glorifying experience to

mingle with the Saints. President

Kimball is truly a prophet of God. He
speaks for the Lord and all should

hearken to his voice. He is full of dedi-

cated love for the Lord and for his

children. And he knows the refining

power of repentance and the miracle

of forgiveness. He is not only sustained
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by the Saints, but also by the priesthood sistant to the Twelve, has just addressed

and power of God. us.

In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. We will now hear from Elder

LeGrand Richards of the Council of

President Spencer W. Kimball the Twelve.

Elder Bernard P. Brockbank, As-

Elder LeGrand Richards

Of the Council of the Twelve

Brothers and sisters, I am very

grateful to my Heavenly Father for the

opportunity of attending this history-

making conference with you and for the

wonderful outpouring of the Spirit of

the Lord. I think of the words of Nephi
of old. He saw our day; he saw the

coming forth of the. Book of Mormon;
he saw the Saints of God gathered upon
the face of the whole earth and the

power of God resting upon them in great

glory.

Is there- anything else like this in

all the world as we have gathered here

in this building, full to overflowing,

and the adjoining buildings? And our

priesthood meeting last night was broad-

cast all over the world. The power of

God is in this work; it is his kingdom
established in the earth for the last

time, never to be thrown down nor

given to another people. We have his

decree that it shall roll forth until it

shall become as a great mountain and

fill the whole earth.

Testimonies of associates

I thank the Lord for the testimonies

of these, my associates, to whom we
have listened, and I am sure that each

one of us who is living in tune with

the Spirit has received a witness in our

soul to the effect that they are true

servants of our Father in heaven.

Brother Benson referred to a

statement made by President Kimball

in our meeting with the Regional Rep-

resentatives of the Twelve last Thurs-

day. I thought President Kimball did a

magnificent job in reminding us of the

commandments of the Lord through

His servants, and the responsibility that

is ours to share this gospel with every

nation under heaven. Sometimes I think

we get a little too satisfied with our own
membershijp and our own surroundings,

and we are not as eager to share with

others as we ought to be.

Then we have had presented to us

in this conference the ministry of the

Master. I particularly enjoyed Elder

Hunter's narration of His life and
labors, and then Elder Ashton followed,

reminding us of the parable of the five

wise and five foolish virgins, and called

attention to the fact that we should not

be among the foolish ones but that we
should be prepared when the Master

comes to meet him.

Prophecies of the scriptures

Then 1 had this thought that I

would like to say a few words to you

about today, and that is that I am a great

believer in the prophecies. 1 thank the

Lord for the holy scriptures. What
would we know about our Father in

heaven and his great plan for us, his

children here upon this earth, and what

awaits us after we have finished our

life's work here in mortality if we didn't

have the scriptures?

Jesus said, "Search the scrip-

tures; for in them ye think ye have


