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Now, beloved brethren and sisters,

we come to the close of this glorious

conference. We have heard from most

of the Brethren. Their sermons and tes-

timonies have been deep-rooted and

sincere and stimulating. They have been

inspired and have spokerj to you the

word of the Lord.

As you return to your homes and

your businesses and your professions

and your spiritual jurisdictions, we hope

that you have stored up much that will

be of value to you and your families.

The ways of doing the work are impor-

tant indeed, but the purpose for doing

it is of the greatest consequence.

Plan for eternal life

We have a commitment to serve

our Lord. We have an assurance that

the cause is just and worthy. But, above

all, we have a knowledge that God lives

and is in his heavens and that his Son

Jesus Christ has laid out a plan for us

which will bring us and our loved ones

eternal life if we are faithful. That life

will be a busy, purposeful life with

accomplishments and joys and develop-

ment.

If you can think of the greatest real

joys that have ever come to you in this

life, then think of the next life as a pro-

jection of this one with all the purpose-

ful things multiplied, enlarged, and

even more desirable. All in these associ-

ations of our lives here have brought to

you development and joy and growth

and happiness. Now when life ends,

we shall return to a situation patterned

after our life here, only less limited,

more glorious, more increased joys.

Creation of a home

"Anyone can build an altar," said

John Henry Jowett; "it requires a God
to produce the flame. Anyone can build

a house; we need the Lord [and parents]

for the creation ofa home. " (John Henry
Jowett, "God in the Home," in A Trea-

sury of Inspiration, Ralph L. Woods,
ed., New York: Thomas Y. Crowell

Co., 1951, p. 260.)

In this conference you have heard

much about this basic program of the

Church, to make the homes really func-

tion, to bring inspiration and revelation

to their families. Those who make their

conclusions entirely according to their

own ingenuity, their own brains, could

make some very terrible and costly

mistakes.

Learning about God

Someone said, "Many people are

willing to plod along for 16 to 20 years,

from grade one to a Ph.D., to learn

medicine or engineering or psychology

or mathematics or sociology or biology

—to study, research, attend classes, pay

tuitions, accept help from teachers and

professors—and yet to learn about God,

the maker of all, the author of it all, in

a few intermittent prayers and some

very limited hours of research, they feel

they can find the truths about God."

That's why the Lord strictly sent us

to the scriptures and prayer. "Search

the scriptures," he said; "for in them ye

think ye have eternal life: and they are

they which testify of me." (John 5:39.)

And then he said, ".
. . O, fools, and

slow of heart to believe all ' that the

prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ

to have suffered these things, and to

enter into his glory?" (Luke 24:25-26.)

Paul's demonstration of the
Spirit

Paul, in his impressive way as he

spoke to the Corinthians, said, "And I,

brethren, when I came to you, came not

with excellency of speech or of wisdom,
declaring unto you the testimony of

God.
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"For I determined not to know
anything among you, save Jesus Christ,

and him crucified.

"And 1 was with you in weakness,

and in fear, and in much trembling.

"And my speech and my preaching

was not with enticing words of man's

wisdom, but in demonstration of the

Spirit and of power:

"That your faith should not stand

in the wisdom of men, but in the power
of God.

"Howbeit we speak wisdom among
them that are perfect: yet not the wis-

dom of this world, nor of the princes of

this world, that come to nought.

"For what man knoweth the things

of a man, save the spirit of man which

is in him? even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of

God." (1 Cor. 2:1-6, 11.)

"Now," he says, "we have received,

not the spirit of the world, but the spirit

which is of God; that we might know
the things that are freely given to us of

God.

"Which things also we speak, not

in the words which man's wisdom
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost
teacheth; comparing spiritual things

with spiritual.

"But the natural man receiveth not

the things of the Spirit of God; for they

are foolishness unto him: neither can

he know them, because they are spiri-

tually discerned." (1 Cor. 2:12-14.)

"But there is a spirit in man": said

Job, "and the inspiration of the Al-

mighty giveth them understanding."

(Job 32:8.)

"Now when the centurion, and they

that were with him, watching Jesus, saw

the earthquake, and those things that

were done, they feared greatly, saying.

Truly this was the Son of God." (Matt.

27:54.)

Wallace's Ben Hur

At one time two men sat in a rail-

way car discussing Christ's wonderful

life. One of them said, "I think an inter-

esting romance could be written about

him [Jesus Christ]."

And the other replied, "And you

are just the man to write it. Set forth the

correct view of his life and character.

Tear down the prevailing sentiment as

to his divineness and paint him as he

was—a man among men."
The suggestion was acted on and

the romance was written. The man who
made the suggestion was Colonel Inger-

soll, the author was General Lew Wal-

lace, and the book was Ben Hur.

In the process of constructing it, he
found himself facing an unaccountable
man. The more he studied his life and
character, the more profoundly he was
convinced that he was more than a man
among men, until at length, like the

centurion under the cross, he was con-

strained to cry, "Verily this was the Son
of God."

Belief in dreams

The Lord has revealed to men by

dreams something more than I ever

understood or felt before. 1 heard this

more than once in quorum meetings of

the Council of the Twelve when George
F. Richards was president. He was the

venerable father of Brother LeGrand
Richards who has just spoken to us. He
said, "I believe in dreams, brethren. The
Lord has given me dreams which to me
are just as real and as much from God
as was the dream of King Nebuchad-
nezzar, which was the means of saving a

nation from starvation, or the dream
of Lehi who through a dream led his

colony out of the old country across

the mighty deep to this promised land,

or any other dreams that we might read

in the scriptures.

"It is not out of place for us to have

important dreams," he said. "And then

more than 40 years ago I had a dream
which I am sure was from the Lord. In

this dream I was in the presence of my
Savior as he stood in mid-air. He spoke

no word to me, but my love for him was
such that I have not words to explain. I
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know that no mortal man can love the

Lord as I experienced that love for

the Savior unless God reveals it to him.

I would have remained in his presence,

but there was a power drawing me away

from him.

"As a result of that dream, 1 had

this feeling that no matter what might

be required of my hands, what the

gospel might entail unto me, 1 would

do what I should be asked to do even

to the laying down of my life.

"And so when we read in the scrip-

tures what the Savior said to his disci-

ples, 'In my Father's house are many
mansions; ... 1 go to prepare a place

for you . . . that where I am, there ye

may be also.' (John 14:2-3.) I think that

is where 1 want to be.

"If only I can be with my Savior

and have that same sense of love that

I had in that dream, it will be the goal

of my existence, the desire of my life."

Inspiring testimonies

Elder George Q. Cannon, who was

in the presidency of the Church at one

time, said this: "I know that God lives.

I know that Jesus lives; for I have seen

Him. I know that this is the Church of

God, and that it is founded on Jesus

Christ, our Redeemer. I testify to you

of these things as one who knows—as

one of the Apostles of the Lord Jesus

Christ that can bear witness to you
today in the presence of the Lord that

He lives and that He will live, and will

come to reign on the earth, to sway an

undisputed sceptre." (Delivered in the

October 1896 General Conference and

reported in The Deseret Weekly, Octo-

ber 31, 1896, vol. 53, p. 610.)

Brethren and sisters, we come now
to the close of this great conference.

You have heard from most of the Breth-

ren, as I have said, and their testimonies

have been inspiring. What they have

told you is true. It has come from their

hearts. They have this same testimony,

and they know it is true. They are true

servants sent to you from our Heavenly

Father. I pray that you will be listening,

that you will be remembering, that you
will take these many truths with you to

your homes and in your lives and to

your families.

Brethren and sisters, 1 want to add

to these testimonies of these prophets

my testimony that I know that He lives.

And 1 know that we may see him, and

that we may be with him, and that we
may enjoy his presence always if we
will live the commandments of the Lord

and do the things which we have been

commanded by him to do and reminded

by the Brethren to do.

And so 1 leave this testimony with

you. In the name of our Lord Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

Brethren and sisters, we have re-

ceived from many places in the world
telegrams and cables saying that the

conference was reaching them well and
they appreciated the fact that the media
has taken these messages to them. Par-

ticularly we have heard from South
Africa, from Australia, and from South
America, and from other areas which
are far remote from us here.

As we conclude this seventh and
final session of this conference, we
express appreciation to the many who
have in any way contributed to its suc-

cess and inspiration. We express warm
appreciation to the General Authorities

who have delivered such timely and
inspirational messages.

We are grateful to the members
of the Tabernacle Choir, who have
devoted long hours attending these

proceedings over the last three days to

render their beautiful singing at sessions

of this conference. May the Lord bless

each of you for your untiring and de-

voted dedication to this work.

To the members of other choirs

and their directors, we express deep
appreciation for rendering the beautiful

and inspiring music heard in each of the

sessions of this conference.


