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children shall grow up without sin unto

salvation.

"For the Lord shall be in their

midst, and his glory shall be upon them,

and he will be their king and their law-

giver." (D&C 45:58-59.)

Then I think of the revelation con-

cerning those who will inherit the

celestial kingdom, and the Lord said:

".
. . which glory shall be a fulness and a

continuation of the seeds forever and

ever." (D&C 132:19.)

The work ofredemption

And so I expect some day to see the

bride that my son has selected over

there in the spirit world. If he can find

one as noble as his little niece I have

mentioned (my granddaughter), just

think what a glorious day that will be.

In order to properly understand this, I

would like to read a couple of state-

ments: one from President Brigham
Young about what will happen during

the Millennium, and one from
President Wilford Woodruff.

President Young said: "To accom-

plish this work there will have to be not

only one temple, but thousands of

them, and thousands and tens of thou-

sands of men and women will go into

those temples and officiate for people

who have lived as far back as the Lord

shall reveal." (Journal of Discourses

3:372.) Just think—if there are going to

be thousands of temples and tens of

thousands of people going to them, it

will give you a little idea of what the

Lord has in store for these spirits who
have to have their temple work done.

Then the Prophet Wilford
Woodruff said: "When the Savior

comes, a thousand years will be devoted

to this work of redemption and temples

will appear all over this land of Joseph

—North and South America—and also

in Europe and elsewhere." (JD 19:230.)

I close my remarks today with my
faith that the Lord knows what he is

doing and he has prepared a plan so

that those who have gone before will

not suffer. I therefore conclude with the

words of the apostle Paul, who was
caught up into the third heaven and
paradise of God, and he saw things he

was not permitted to write. But he did

say: "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,

neither have entered into the heart of

man, the things which God hath pre-

pared for them that love him." (1 Cor.

2:9.) That is my faith in my God, and I

leave you my blessing in the name of

the Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Marion G. Romney

Elder LeGrand Richards of the

Council of the Twelve has just ad-

dressed us.

We shall now hear from Elder

Theodore M. Burton, Assistant to the

Council of the Twelve. He will be

followed by Elder Bernard P. Brock-

bank, Assistant to the Council of the

Twelve.

Elder Theodore M. Burton

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

One of the most important teach-

ings of Jesus Christ is his statement:

"Blessed are all the peacemakers, for

they shall be called the children of

God."(3Ne. 12:9.)

Continuing disputes

It is impossible to pick up a news-

paper or listen to a news broadcast

without learning of some new quarrel
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among nations, some new argument
among politicians, some new expression

of prejudice against a race or a people,

or some new outburst against a person

or an idea. When I read or hear of these

continuing disputes, I am aware of their

negative nature. People nowadays seem
to be continually against something or

somebody. We appear to live in a

negative era. What could have brought

all this about?

The answer appears to me to be

that each person today wants to "do his

own thing," to demonstrate his com-
plete independence of everything and
everyone. We forget that we are not,

and cannot be, totally independent of
one another either in thought or action.

We are part of a total community. We
are all members of one family, as Paul

reminded the Greeks at Athens when
he explained that God "hath made of

one blood all nations of men to dwell

on all the face of the earth." (Acts 17:

26.)

It is small wonder then that people

everywhere yearn for peace, even when
quarreling one with another.

Laws of truth

One of our problems is that we
read only the first part of that verse and
do not read the complete thought. Paul

goes on to state that God "hath deter-

mined the times before appointed, and
the bounds of their habitation;

"That they should seek the Lord, if

haply they might feel after him, and he

be not far from every one of us." (Acts

17:26-27.)

We live under these universal laws

of truth. If we violate them, it will be to

our own destruction. We have to pay a

penalty for disobedience whether we do
so knowingly or unknowingly.

Our world was not created by ac-

cident, but was thoroughly planned and
carefully executed. There were times

and places appointed for our individual

entry into this world. Races, families,

and times were appointed for us ac-

cording to a divine plan. It is to our per-

sonal advantage then to learn who we
are so we can prepare ourselves to

receive the blessings reserved for us and

achieve that peace and freedom for

which we all yearn.

Paul, in teaching the Ephesian

saints of the plan of God, wrote:

"Blessed be the God and Father of

our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed

us with all spiritual blessings in

heavenly places in Christ:

"According as he hath chosen us in

him before the foundation of the world,

that we should be holy and without

blame before him in love." (Eph. 1:3-4.)

Repetition of instructions

In citing this verse, I am reminded

of a concept President Lee taught the

General Authorities. He warned us not

to place our trust nor build our sermons

on one single verse of scripture. He said

that God is the greatest of all teachers

and understands the value of repetition.

If an idea is true, we will find that con-

cept repeated again and again
throughout the scriptures. Instructions

are not confined to any one generation,

but are given repeatedly, often in other

words so we will not miss their true

meaning. However, we must not take

ideas out of context. The truth that

persons were chosen for certain work

before this earth was formed is found in

many places in the scriptures.

When Moses taught the children of

Israel, he made this remarkable state-

ment:

"When the most High divided to

the nations their inheritance, when he

separated the sons of Adam, he set the

bounds of the people according to the

number of the children of Israel."

(Deut. 32:8.)

Lineage lines

This tells me that approximately

2,500 years before there were any

children of Israel, God had divided

Adam's sons into families to reflect the

coming destiny of those same children
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of Israel. Jesus Christ himself came
through definite lineage lines. Thus
there was, and is, planning for the pre-

servation of priesthood lineage. Alma
made this clear when he said of men
holding the high priesthood that they

were "called and prepared from the

foundation of the world according to the

foreknowledge of God, on account of

their exceeding faith and good works."

(Al. 13:3. Italics added.)

In our own day we have been told

that the priesthood was given us so that

we could be of service to others, and
that this priesthood "hath continued

through the lineage of your fathers

—

"For ye are lawful heirs, according

to the flesh, and have been hid from the

world with Christ in God."
In other words, reserved for a special

time and place.

"Therefore your life and the priest-

hood have remained, and must needs

remain through you and your lineage

until the restoration of all things spoken

by the mouths of all the holy prophets

since the world began." (D&C 86:8-10.)

It is a sobering and humbling

thought then to realize that we have

been chosen beforehand and reserved

for a special purpose—to use that priest-

hood for the benefit of others and not

for our own aggrandizement.

Need for peacemakers

I have spoken of personal lineage

and priesthood heritage for a special

reason. That priesthood is the priest-

hood after the holy order of the Son of

God. I remind you that Jesus Christ is

the God of love. He came to bring

peace to the world, but said himself that

his word was really a sword, because

men would fail to understand it and use

it properly. He taught that because

people would not comprehend his

message, quarrels and misunderstand-

ings would divide them. For this reason

there is a great need for peacemakers in

the world who know and understand

Jesus Christ and who comprehend that

the purpose of the sacrifice of Jesus

Christ was to make it possible to restore

all persons, if they would follow him,

into the very presence of God, the

Eternal Father.

Can there be discord, hate, envy,

and dissension in God's presence? No!

Such things make a hell and not a

heaven. That is why we must learn to

get rid of dissension, envy, hate, and

discord in this life on earth. It is here we
must learn how to turn our hearts to

serve one another with love. Here we
must learn how to live with one another

in peace and harmony so that we can

be prepared to live in the presence of

that perfect God we claim to worship.

The will ofGod

The reason Jesus Christ achieved

perfection was that, instead of following

his own desires and "doing his own
thing," he followed the desires and the

will of God, his perfect Father. Jesus

said:

"For I have not spoken of myself;

but the Father which sent me, he gave

me a commandment, what I should say,

and what I should speak.

"And I know that his com-
mandment is life everlasting: what-

soever I speak therefore, even as the

Father said unto me, so I speak." (John
12:49-50.)

That is a perfect way to achieve
peace and harmony in our lives. If we
would only follow the instructions of a

perfect God, instead of following the

instructions of men or blindly respond-

ing to our own selfish desires, we would
have peace. When Jesus came to the

Western Hemisphere, he found the

people quarreling even about his doc-

trines, and he said to them:

"There shall be no disputations

among you, as there have hitherto been;

neither shall there be disputations

among you concerning the points of my
doctrine, as there have hitherto been.

"For verily, verily I say unto you,

he that hath the spirit of contention is

not of me, but is of the devil, who . . .
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stirreth up the hearts of men to contend
with anger, one with another. . . .

But this is my doctrine, that such
things [quarreling and arguing] should
be done away." (3 Ne. 1 1 :28-30.)

Thwarting Satan's efforts

God, who knows all things from
the beginning, knew that in the last days

Satan would exert every effort to

destroy the work of God. The closer we
approach the second coming of Jesus

Christ, the greater will be Satan's

efforts. He will try to influence men as

never before to destroy one another by

dissension, opposition, selfishness, wars,

riots, and destructions. If he can get

people to quarrel with one another, they

will inevitably destroy themselves.

God, who knows all things, knew
from the very beginning that this would
happen. It is for this reason that God
reserved you and the holy priesthood

against that time, so that you can exert

this divine power to hold Satan in

check. God reserved some of his

choicest sons and daughters for this pre-

sent day and age. These special children

were to be leaders who would recognize

the negative, self-destructive efforts of

Satan and thwart them by the righteous

use of divinely authorized priesthood

power. That is the reason we need
peacemakers today as never before.

Whisperings of Spirit

Since we live in a quarrelsome

world, we face the dangers of that

world. Unless we live very close to God
and listen carefully to the whisperings

of the Holy Spirit, we will find

dissension creeping into our own lives,

into our homes, and into the Church.

We must be alert at all times in our

homes, in our daily work, in our private

lives, and in our branches, wards, and
stakes to see that this does not happen.

Whenever you get red in the face,

whenever you raise your voice,

whenever you get "hot under the

collar," or angry, rebellious, or negative

in spirit, then know that the Spirit of

God is leaving you and the spirit of

Satan is beginning to take over. At
times we may feel justified in arguing or

fighting for truth by contentious words

and actions. Do not be deceived. Satan

would rather have you contend for evil

if he could, but he rejoices when we
contend with one another even when we
think we are doing it in the cause of
righteousness. He knows and recognizes

the self-destructive nature of contention

under any guise. You can recognize the

Spirit of Christ within you when you
speak to one another or speak of
another person with a warm smile

instead of with a frown or scowl.

Practicing peace

Thus, from the beginning of crea-

tion, God planned to have leaders

available in the last days holding the

power of the holy priesthood. With this

power we can help bring peace to the

world by practicing peace. It must begin

in our homes, in our quorums, in our

auxiliaries, and within every single

Church unit. People are so hungry for

peace today that if we truly demonstrate

peace among ourselves and to others,

they will flock to the Church in great

numbers. The greatest missionary tool

we have is that of demonstrating friend-

liness, brotherly kindness, harmony,
love, and peace in our homes and in all

our Church meetings. If we follow

the example of Jesus Christ and become
true peacemakers, that flood of love

will cover the earth as with a blanket.

The only way Satan can ever be bound
will be through the love of man for

God and for one another.

"Blessed are the peacemakers: for

they shall be called the children of

God." (Matt. 5:9.)

May God bless us to follow the

instructions and examples of the holy

prophet he has sent to live among us, I

pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.


