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within the shadows of the everlasting

hills. May peace be with you, this day

—

and always.

This concludes the two thousand

three hundred fifty-fifth performance

continuing the 46th year of this tradi-

tional broadcast from the Mormon
Tabernacle on Temple Square, brought

to you by CBS and its affiliated stations,

originating with Station KSL in Salt

Lake City, Utah.

Jay Welch conducted the

Tabernacle Choir, Alexander Schreiner

was at the Organ. The Spoken Word by

Spencer Kinard.

In another seven days, at this same
hour, Music and the Spoken Word will

be heard again from the Crossroads of

the West.

This is the CBS Radio Network.

WELFARE SERVICES MEETING
Saturday, October 5, 1974, 7:00 a.m.

A Welfare Services meeting was

held in connection with General

Conference on Saturday morning,
October 5, 1974, at 7 o'clock.

Invited to attend this meeting were

the General Authorities, regional

representatives, stake presidencies, high

councilors involved in welfare work,

bishoprics, stake and ward Relief So-

ciety presidencies, and others responsi-

ble for operating welfare production

projects.

President Spencer W. Kimball was

present and presided. Presiding Bishop

Victor L. Brown conducted the meeting.

Bishop Victor L. Brown, Bishop

Vaughn J. Featherstone, and Bishop H.

Burke Peterson gave talks, following

which a filmstrip on "Production" was
shown to those present. After this

presentation, talks were given by Sister

Belle S. Spafford and Elder Marvin J.

Ashton.

President Marion G. Romney and
President Spencer W. Kimball then

gave the following addresses:

President Marion G. Romney

(Address given at Welfare Services Meeting)

President Kimball and brothers

and sisters: President Grant used to

speak very frequently on the subject of

tithing. Someone asked him when he
would quit talking about tithing, and he

said, "When all the people pay their

tithing." I suppose I will quit talking

about the Welfare Program when
everyone lives it.

The Lord's teachings

Nearly everything I know about
the Welfare Program has been talked

about this morning. I will not tell you

anything new. The thing that moves me
to activity in the Church more than

anything else is the constant review of

what the Lord has said about it. The
older I grow in the service, the more I

turn to the scriptures, and try to under-

stand the meaning of what the Lord has

said.

I am going to give you some scrip-

tures this morning. It is worth our time

to study the scriptures and see the

depth, as far as we can, of the Lord's

teachings.
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I will restrict my remarks to two

points. Both of them have been men-

tioned here this morning. The first one

is work. The second is the law of giving.

On these two principles the Welfare

Program is founded.

It is the Lord's purpose to take care

of the poor not only, but of all His

people. He said,

".
. . this is the way that I, the Lord,

have decreed to provide for my saints,

that the poor shall be exalted, in that

the rich are made low." (D&C 104:16.)

Purpose of Welfare

In announcing the Welfare
Program in 1936, the First Presidency

said, as we have already heard this

morning and which we should never

forget:

"Our primary purpose was to set

up, in so far as it might be possible, a

system under which idleness would be

done away with, the evils of a dole

abolished, and independence, industry,

thrift and self-respect be once more es-

tablished amongst our people. . . . Work
is to be re-enthroned as the ruling prin-

ciple of the lives of our Church
membership." (Conference Report,

October 1936, p. 3.)

To care for people, the saints, on

any other basis is to do them more harm
than good.

The purpose of Church welfare is

not to relieve one from taking care of

himself nor to relieve a husband from

taking care of his wife. It is not to

relieve parents from taking care of their

children nor children from taking care

of their parents.

Obligation to work

It is the obligation of everyone to

work.

The obligation to sustain one's self

was divinely imposed upon the human
race at the very beginning. "In the sweat

of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou

return unto the ground; . .
." (Gen.

3:19.) In these words the Lord Himself

gave to Adam and Eve, as they left the

garden of Eden, the economic law
under which people are to live their

lives upon the earth.

"Few evils has the Lord denounced
with more vehemence than idleness.

'Thou shalt not be idle,' he said to the

Church on February 9, 1831, 'for he

that is idle shall not eat the bread nor

wear the garments of the laborer.'

(D&C 42:42.) In November of the same
year, he said that the 'idler shall be had
in remembrance before the Lord,' . . .

(D&C 68:30), and in January of 1832 he

said, 'And the idler shall not have place

in the church, except he repent and
mend his ways.' (D&C 75:29.)

"Faithful to this principle, [we
must] earnestly teach and urge Church
members to be self-sustaining to the full

extent of their powers. No true Latter-

day Saint will . . . voluntarily shift from
himself the burden of his own support.

So long as he can, under the inspiration

of the Almighty and with his own la-

bors, he will supply himself with the

necessities of life." ( Welfare Handbook
1952, page 2.)

We must see to it that every one

who needs help has the opportunity to

do and, to the extent of his powers, does

do all he can to obtain for himself what
he needs.

Duty of husbands and parents

Second, husbands have a divinely

imposed duty to support their wives.

"Women", says the Lord, "have

claim on their husbands for their

maintenance, until their husbands are

taken;..."(D&C 83:2.)

Third, parents have a like responsi-

bility to carefor their children.

Paul was specific and emphatic

about this.

".
. . if any provide not for his own,

and specially for those of his own
house, he hath denied the faith, and is

worse than an infidel." This he wrote to

Timothy. (1 Tim. 5:8.)

In this dispensation the Lord has

said, "All children have claim upon
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their parents for their maintenance until

they are of age." (D&C 83:4.)

Duty of children

The next responsibility I wish to

call to mind is the duty of children to

carefor their parents.

Since this obligation is often ob-

served in the breach and since the

rewards for observing it are so great and

the penalty for disregarding it so severe,

I shall explain it to you in the words of

President Clark. I was greatly impressed

by his teaching on this point years ago.

"This principle runs back to Mount
Sinai." It was there as you will re-

member that Moses received the "ten

commandments, and one of them was
'Honor thy father and thy mother: that

thy days may be long upon the land

which the Lord thy God giveth thee.'

(Ex. 20:12.) ... 1 call your attention

[first] to the command and then to the

promise: 'Honor thy father and thy

mother'—the command. The promise:

'That thy days may be long upon the

land which the Lord thy God giveth

thee.' That command was given to Is-

rael, as you know, in the very early days

of Israelitish history. It was un-

doubtedly understood by them as ap-

plying to the land to which they were

going, but it was given to all Israel, and
in terms it was unrestricted. In my
view" said President Clark, "it was just

as much applicable to Israel on this

hemisphere—the tribes of Ephraim and
Manasseh—as it was to those tribes who
immediately settled in Palestine.

"I repeat, it is universal in its ap-

plication, and its promise runs to all, as

does likewise the commandment:
'Honor thy father and thy mother: that

thy days may be long upon the land

which the Lord thy God giveth thee.'

"Israel departed from this com-
mand, and in the time of the Savior the

Jews had gotten so far away from it that

the Lord took occasion to explain it to

them, and told them what it meant. You
remember that on one occasion the

Jews

—

[that is] the Scribes and

Pharisees—came up from Jerusalem,

trying to trick the Savior as usual, so

they asked him why his disciples ate

with unwashen hands, contrary to the

teachings of the traditions of the

fathers. The Savior did with them what

he so frequently did with [others], he

answered their question by asking

another, and the question which he

asked of them was,

—

" ' Why do ye also transgress the

commandment ofGod byyour tradition?

" 'For God commanded, saying,

Honour thy father and mother: and, He
that curseth father or mother, let him die

the death.
" 'But ye say, Whosoever shall say to

his father or his mother, It is a gift, by

whatsoever thou mightest be profited by

me;
" 'And honour not his father or his

mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye

made the commandment of God of none

effect by your tradition." (Matt. 15:3-6,

Italics added.)

"That is the account in Matthew.

The account is virtually the same in

Mark:
" 'For Moses said, [to quote Mark]

Honour thy father and thy mother; and,

Whoso curseth father or mother, let him

die the death:
" 'But ye say, If a man shall say to

hisfather or mother, It is Corban, that is

to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou

mightest be profited by me; he shall be

free.

" 'And ye suffer him no more to do

oughtfor hisfather or his mother. ' (Mark
7:10-12, Italics added.)

Now, "This means [explains

President Clark] that in place of observ-

ing the responsibility imposed by the

Lord upon children to care for their

parents, Israel had gone so astray that

whenever a son or a daughter wanted to

rid himself or herself of the obligation

of caring for father and mother, 'From

this time on,'— this was the effect of it

—

'I repudiate my obligation, and
whatever I give to you is a gift, [Corban]

and not given under the commandment
of the Lord.'

"
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Today the temptation, and all too

often the practice, is to turn Father and

Mother over to the public welfare and

let the state take care of them.
".

. . After calling their attention to

this, the Savior said unto them, as

recorded in Matthew:
" ' Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias

prophesy ofyou, saying,

" 'This people draweth nigh unto me
with their mouth, and honoureth me with

their lips; but their heart isfarfrom me.
" 'But in vain they do worship me,

teachingfor doctrines the commandments

ofmen. ' (Matt. 15:7-9, Italics added.)

"Now I repeat to you, brethren,

that command is without restriction. It

runs to Israel, in my view, wherever Is-

rael may be, and its promise as well as

its command follows Israel in whatever

land they may reside.

" 'Honour thy father and thy

mother: that thy days may be long upon

the land which the Lord thy God giveth

thee.'[Ex. 20:12, Italics added.]

"This land of [America] is a chosen

land to Joseph. I believe the promise

applies here. In the Book of Mormon
we are told what will happen to those

who dwell on this land if they do not

keep the commandments of God, if

they do not worship Jesus the Christ

who is the God of this land. He tells

what will come to us when we are full

of iniquity, and if we disobey that com-

mandment of the Lord we are thus far

under the condemnation which the

Lord decreed, and we are thus far for-

ward on the road to being full of

iniquity.

"I have given you what the Lord

has said," concludes President Clark.

"We may use our agency as to whether

we shall obey or disobey; and if we
disobey we must abide the penalty."

(Fundamentals of Welfare Program,

President J. Reuben Clark, Jr., October

6, 1944 [Bishops Meeting] page 3.)

Obligation of the Church

In addition to what the Lord has

said concerning one's responsibility to

care for himself, the husband's duty to

care for his wife, parents' responsibility

for their children, and children for their

parents, He has in this last dispensation
".

. . laid upon his Church the obli-

gation to provide the necessities of life

for such of its members as are unable to

provide for themselves and who do not

have relatives who can and will provide

for them. This responsibility is based

upon the great law ... 'It is more
blessed to give than to receive.' " (Acts

20:35; Welfare Plan Handbook, 1952, p.

3.)

Before proceeding to a considera-

tion of this obligation of the Church, I

wish to emphasize—particularly to you
bishops upon whom the Lord has

placed the responsibility to administer

the Church Welfare Program—that in

doing so you must be sure that the

persons and families involved are ac-

quainted with, fully understand and
comply with their obligations to each

other. When and only when these

resources are insufficient, the responsi-

bility falls upon the Church. It is then

the duty of the Church to provide the

receiver with the opportunity to work
for what he receives. I repeat, to operate

the program on any other basis will

defeat the primary purpose of the

Presidency:
".

. . to set up, in so far as it might

be possible, a system under which the

curse of idleness [will] be done away
with, the evils of a dole abolished, and
independence, industry, thrift and self-

respect be once more established

amongst our people. The aim of the

Church is to help the people to help

themselves. Work is to be re-enthroned

as the ruling principle of the lives of our

Church membership." (Conference
Report, October 1936, p. 3, and 1952

Welfare Handbook, p. 1.)

Building souls

Our obligation is not to administer

temporal needs only: we are to build

and save souls and we should keep in
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mind that "Man shall not live by bread
alone . . ."(Luke 4:4.)

Remember, "We are all blind", as

Edwin Markham says,

. . . until we see

That in the human plan
Nothing is worth the making if

It does not make the man.

Why build these cities glorious

If man unbuilded goes?

In vain we build the work, unless

The builder also grows.

That he work out his own salvation

is indispensable to one's exaltation.

The law of giving

We come now to a consideration of

the second fundamental upon which

our Welfare Services are based: "The
law of giving."

Make no mistake about it, brothers

and sisters, the Lord loves the worthy

poor. From the beginning He has re-

quired that His saints care for them.

To the rich young man who
affirmed that all his life he had kept the

great commandments, the Master said:

"If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that

thou hast, and give to the poor, and
thou shalt have treasure in heaven: . .

."

(Matt. 19:21.)

Jacob, speaking to the people of

Nephi, said:

"Think of your brethren like unto

yourselves, and be familiar with all and

free with your substance, that they may
be rich like unto you.

"But before ye seek for riches, seek

ye for the kingdom of God.
"And after ye have obtained a

hope in Christ ye shall obtain riches, if

ye seek them; and ye will seek them for

the intent to do good—to clothe the

naked, and to feed the hungry, and to

liberate the captive, and administer

relief to the sick and the afflicted."

(Jacob 2: 17-19.)

"Pure religion and undefiled before

God and the Father is this," said James,

"To visit the fatherless and widows in

their affliction, and to keep himself

unspotted from the world." (James
1:27.)

"The scriptures voice but one senti-

ment and one doctrine,—first, that it is

the duty of those who have to give to

those who are in want, and next, that

great blessings shall come to those who
obey this law." ( Welfare Handbook,
1952 ed., p. 4.)

Neglect of the poor

Some years ago, for the purpose of
learning what it says about caring for

the poor, I reread the Old Testament. In

doing so, I discovered that when the

Lord sent prophets to call Israel back
from apostasy, in almost every instance

one of the first charges they made was
that the people had neglected the poor.

In this last dispensation, before the

Church was a year old, the Lord in a

revelation said,

".
. . for your salvation [that is a

good reason, isn't it, for our salvation] I

give unto you a commandment, for I

have heard your prayers, and the poor
have complained before me, and the

rich have I made, and all flesh is mine,

and I am no respecter of persons.

"And I have made the earth rich,

and behold it is my footstool,

wherefore, again I will stand upon it.

"And I hold forth and deign to give

unto you greater riches, even a land of

promise, a land flowing with milk and
honey, upon which there shall be no
curse when the Lord cometh;

"And I will give it unto you for the

land of your inheritance, if you seek it

with all your hearts.

"And this shall be my covenant
with you, ye shall have it for the land of

your inheritance, and for the

inheritance of your children forever,

while the earth shall stand, and ye shall

possess it again in eternity, no more to

pass away."

Promise of eternal riches

Now he gives the condition of the

fulfillment of that promise:
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"Wherefore, hear my voice and
follow me, and you shall be a free

people, . . .

"And let every man esteem his

brother as himself, and practise virtue

and holiness before me.

"And again I say unto you, let

every man esteem his brother as

himself.

"For what man among you having

twelve sons, and is no respecter of them,

and they serve him obediently, and he

saith unto the one: Be thou clothed in

robes and sit thou here; and to the

other: Be thou clothed in rags and sit

thou there—and looketh upon his sons

and saith I am just?

"Behold, this I have given unto you
as a parable, and it is even as I am. I say

unto you, be one; and if ye are not one

ye are not mine.

"And now, I give unto the church

... a commandment, that certain men
among them shall be appointed, . .

.

"And they shall look to the poor
and the needy, and administer to their

relief that they shall not suffer; . .

.

"And if ye seek the riches which it

is the will of the Father to give unto

you, ye shall be the richest of all people,

for ye shair have the riches of eternity;

. .
." (D&C 38:16-20, 22, 24-27, 34-35,

39.)

It seems to me that in this revela-

tion the Lord bases the great promise of

eternal riches upon compliance with his

command to "look to the poor and the

needy, and administer to their relief

that they shall not suffer", even as He
based the promise to Israel, "that thy

days may be long upon the land which

the Lord thy God giveth thee" upon
compliance with the command
"Honour thy father and thy mother". In

fact, I am quite sure of this because the

Lord, in a revelation to Joseph Smith

after the Saints had been driven by

mobs from their homes in Missouri, and
the brethren had gone over with Zion's

Camp to reinstate the saints in their

homes, failed to do it, and they sought

the Lord for an answer—in that great

revelation that He gave at Fishing

River, He said:

"Verily I say unto you who have

assembled yourselves together that you
may learn my will concerning the re-

demption of mine afflicted people

—

"Behold, I say unto you, were it not

for the transgressions of my people,

speaking concerning the church and not

individuals, they might have been
redeemed even now.

"But behold, they have not learned

to be obedient to the things which I re-

quired at their hands, but are full of all

manner of evil, and do not impart of

their substance, as becometh saints, to

the poor and afflicted among them;

"And are not united according to

the union required by the law of the ce-

lestial kingdom;
"And Zion cannot be built up un-

less it is by the principles of the law of

the celestial kingdom; otherwise I can-

not receive her unto myself.

"And my people must needs be

chastened until they learn obedience, if

it must needs be, by the things which

they suffer." (D&C 105:1-6.)

That ought to be a clear signal to

us. If we study the scriptures and find

what is in the mind of the Lord, behind

the instructions that He has given us

about caring for the poor, we will dou-

ble our efforts.

These scriptures leave no doubt

about the obligation the Lord has

placed on the Church to care for the

poor.

Stewards under God

Concerning the way the Lord
would have us obtain the means with

which to care for the poor, He said:

".
. . It is expedient that I, the Lord,

should make every man accountable, as

a steward over earthly blessings, which 1

have made and prepared for my crea-

tures.

"I, the Lord, stretched out the

heavens, and built the earth, my very

handiwork; and all things therein are
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mine." (What we have of this world's

goods we hold as stewards under the

Almighty. He is the overlord, and He
fixes the terms.)

"And it is my purpose to provide

for my saints, for all things are mine.

"But it must needs be done in mine
own way; and behold this is the way
that I, the Lord, have decreed to

provide for my saints, that the poor
shall be exalted, in that the rich are

made low." (—humble, and the poor
self-sustaining, with self-respect and
self-reliance.)

"For the earth is full, and there is

enough and to spare; [We don't need to

worry about starving to death if we live

the Lord's way.] yea, I prepared all

things, and have given unto the children

of men to be agents unto themselves."

Portion of the abundance

Now how important is it that we
understand these things and implement
them in our living? 1 don't know how
the Lord could have made its im-

portance more understandable than he

does in this final paragraph that I shall

quote from this great revelation in the

104th section of the Doctrine and
Covenants:

"Therefore, if any man shall take

of the abundance which I have made,
and impart not his portion, according to

the law of my gospel, unto the poor and
the needy, he shall, with the wicked, lift

up his eyes in hell, being in torment."

(D&C 104:13-18.)

What is the portion of the abun-

dance which the Lord has given us that

we are required to give to the poor and
the needy? Well, first it's tithing, an

honest tenth, and beyond that, it is

liberal contributions in time and labor

on welfare services projects and a

liberal fast offering.

In "the law of the Church" as

recorded in the forty-second section of

the Doctrine and Covenants, the Lord
said,

"If thou lovest me thou shalt serve

me and keep all my commandments.
"And behold, thou wilt remember

the poor, and consecrate of thy
properties for their support ...

"And inasmuch as ye impart of
your substance unto the poor, ye will do
it unto me; . .

." (D&C 42:29-31.)

If you want to give the Lord a good
meal, you know how to do it.

I suppose I need not say more
about the responsibility each of us has

to give liberally for the care of the poor.

Promised blessings

Let us not be guilty of the charge

the Lord made against Israel in the days

of Malachi, through whom He said:

"Even from the days of your

fathers ye are gone away from mine or-

dinances, and have not kept them.

Return unto me, and I will return unto

you, saith the Lord of hosts. But ye said,

Wherein shall we return?

"Will a man rob God? Yet ye have

robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have

we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.

"Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye

have robbed me, even this whole na-

tion."

Let us rather qualify for the

promised blessings.

"Bring ye all the tithes into the

storehouse, that there may be meat in

mine house, and prove me now
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I

will not open you the windows of

heaven, and pour you out a blessing,

that there shall not be room enough to

receive it.

"And I will rebuke the devourer

for your sakes, and he shall not destroy

the fruits of your ground; neither shall

your vine cast her fruit before the time

in the field, saith the Lord of hosts.

"And all nations shall call you

blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome

land, saith the Lord of hosts." (Malachi

3:7-12.)

If you here today would like to test

this promise, double your fast offerings
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and pay more than a tithing this year. keeps His promises. In the name of

My own experience is that the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

(Address given at Welfare Services Meeting)

Beloved brethren and sisters: As I

remember, the Lord said at one time,

"For ye have the poor always with you

. .
." (Matt. 26:11) So I do not expect

that this program of Welfare is going to

be abandoned. I think we need make no

apologies for considering this matter

very seriously, constantly.

I think the program that has been
mentioned and shown in the filmstrip of

the projects has a tremendous effect

upon peoples' characters and souls; to

see the brethren, banker and merchant,

wealthy and poor, go into the fields,

into the orchards, into the gardens and
work together to produce. It is a won-
derful program for the individual

himself; it is a common leveler.

Early days ofprogram

I think one of the beautiful pictures

that I remember back in the early days

of the program was when we looked up

and saw a beautiful field, white with

cotton bolls, and then saw the Relief

Society sisters, the Primary children, the

men and women and children in the

rows of cotton with their long bags trail-

ing behind them. They were learning to

pick cotton. When they went to weigh,

they always were disappointed. They
thought they had 150 pounds dragging

behind them, and it turned out to be

only eight or ten. I remember they were

happy; they were doing something that

was constructive. They were helping

others. I remember sometimes in their

happiness they would sing songs like

"Way Down Upon the Swanee River."

I have seen them picking fruit,

cherries, apples and peaches, and it

seems to me there was a new dimension

that had been added when they felt they

were doing something constructive,

something they did not have to do,

something they wanted to do for their

own people.

I am sure that there is a tendency
on the part of many of us to forget and
think, "Well, that was yesterday." But
Welfare is today and tomorrow and
next week and next year. I think it is

forever, for the poor we always will

have with us.

City of Cardston

I was with President Tanner in the

city of Cardston a few weeks ago and
noted a clean city; and I mentioned it

time and time again as we drove
through the streets, a clean city. I

noticed no backyards filled with trash

and other waste, and I could not help

but mention to him again, "Look at the

row there, this whole row of homes, and
as far as you see there are gardens, corn

and beans and squash." There were lit-

tle fruit trees in between, and nearly

every yard, as far as we could see, every
backyard was cultivated; and I am sure

the good people there were living

considerably out of their yard, rather

than out of the store. I was pleased

indeed to see that there are many of our
people who have not forgotten the

lessons of yesterday, and are still listen-

ing to the words of the leaders.

Taking without giving

I think there is a lesson that we
must never forget, we bishops, that we
must be wise. How wise we must be!

Sometimes we may feel that we are be-

ing overgenerous in giving them much
without their giving any service in

return, that maybe we are generous and
that we are kind; but we are really


