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did not save him from the great travails,

from Nero's dungeon or a martyr's

death. Christ lived in him, he said, he

had found the peace of God that passed

all comprehension. Nothing, not tribu-

lation, distress, persecution, famine,
nakedness, peril, sword, death, life,

angels, principalities, powers, things

present, things to come, height, depth,

nor any other creature, could separate

him from the love of Christ—the love

of God which is in Christ Jesus, our
Lord. Christ died on a cross, and won
his victory; his disciples and followers

also have been subject to the brute

forces and foibles of this world, yet

through enduring faith they have shared

and will share in that victory.

Like Habakkuk of old, we may in

our anguish feel that we could bear

anything if we could only understand

the divine purpose in what is happen-

ing. The ancient prophet learned that

the righteous live by faith and that faith

is not an easy solution to life's prob-

lems. Faith is confidence and trust in

the character and purposes of God.
Habakkuk declared;

"Although the fig tree shall not

blossom, neither shall fruit be in the

vine; the labour of the olive shall fail,

and the fields shall yield no meat; the

flock shall be cut off' from the fold, and
there shall be no herd in the stalls.

"Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I

will joy in the God of my salvation.

"The Lord God is my strength, and

he will make my feet ... to walk upon
mine high places." (Hab. 3:17-19.)

Our religion is "not weight, it is

wings." It can carry us through the dark

times, the bitter cup. It will be with us in

the fiery furnace and the deep pit. It will

accompany us to the hospital room and

to the place of bereavement. It can

guarantee us the presence of a Captain

on the rough voyage. It is, in short, not

the path to easy disposition of prob-

lems, but the comforting assurance of

the eternal light, by which we may see,

and the eternal warmth, which we may
feel. "The Lord is good: Blessed is the

man that trusteth in him." (Psalm 34:8.)

In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Tabernacle Choir without an-

nouncement sang, "And the Glory of

the Lord."

President Spencer W. Kimball

We have just listened to Elder

Marion D. Hanks, Assistant to the

Council of the Twelve. He was followed

by the Tabernacle Choir singing: "And
the Glory of the Lord." We welcome
those joining us on television and radio

in this first session of the 145th Annual
Conference of the Church. Elder
Thomas S. Monson of the Council of

the Twelve Apostles of the Church will

be our concluding speaker.

Overlooking the azure blue waters

of the famed Sea of Galilee is a historic

landmark: the Mount of Beatitudes.

Like a hving sentinel with an eyewitness

testimony, this silent friend seems to

declare: "Here it was that the greatest

person who ever lived delivered the

greatest sermon ever given— the

Sermon on the Mount."

Elder Thomas S. Monson
Of the Council of the Twelve

Strait is the gate

Instinctively the visitor turns to the

Gospel of St. Matthew and reads: "And
seeing the multitudes, he went up into a

mountain: and when he was set, his dis-

ciples came unto him: And he opened
his mouth, and taught them." (Matt.

5:1-2.) Among the truths which he
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taught was this solemn statement:
"Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide
is the gate, and broad is the way, that

leadeth to destruction, and many there

be which go in thereat:

"Because strait is the gate, and nar-

row is the way, which leadeth unto Ufe,

and few there be that find it." (Matt.

7:13-14.)

Ageless in its application, wise men
throughout the generations of time have
sought to live by this simple statement.

When Jesus of Nazareth personally

walked the rock-strewn pathways of the

Holy Land, he, as the Good Shepherd,
showed all who would believe how they
might follow that narrow way and enter

that strait gate to life eternal. "Come,
follow me," he invited. "I am the way."

Little wonder that men did tarry

for the outpouring of the Holy Ghost on
the day of Pentecost. It was the gospel
of Jesus Christ that was to be preached,
his work that was to be done, and his

apostles at the head of his church who
were entrusted with the work.

Apostasy

History records that most men
indeed did not come unto him, nor did

they follow the way he taught. Crucified

was the Lord, slain were the apostles,

rejected was the truth. The bright day-

Hght of enlightenment slipped away,

and the lengthening shadows of a black

night enshrouded the earth.

One word and one word alone

describes the dismal state that

prevailed: apostasy. Generations
before, Isaiah had prophesied: "Dark-

ness shall cover the earth, and gross

darkness the people." (Isa. 60:2.) Amos
had foretold of a famine in the land:

"Not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for

water, but of hearing the words of the

Lord." (Amos 8:11.) Had not Peter

warned of false teachers bringing

damnable heresies, and Paul predicted

that the time would come when sound
doctrine would not be endured?

The dark ages of history seemed
never to end. Was there to be no termi-

nation to this blasphemous night? Had
a loving Father forgotten mankind?
Would he send forth no heavenly mes-

sengers as in former days?

Reformation

Honest men with yearning hearts,

at the peril of their very lives, attempted

to establish points of reference, that

they might find the true way. The day of

the reformation was dawning, but the

path ahead was difficult. Persecutions

would be severe, personal sacrifice

overwhelming, and the cost beyond cal-

culation. The reformers were like

pioneers blazing wilderness trails in a

desperate search for those lost points of

reference which, they felt, when found
would lead mankind back to the truth

Jesus taught.

When John WyclifTe and others

completed the first English translation

of the entire Bible from the Latin

Vulgate, the then church authorities did

all they could to destroy it. Copies had
to be written by hand and in secret. The
Bible had been regarded as a closed

book forbidden to be read by the com-
mon people. Many of the followers of

Wycliff"e were severely punished and
some burned at the stake.

Martin Luther asserted the Bible's

supremacy. His study of the scriptures

led him to compare the doctrines and

practices of the church with the teach-

ings of the scriptures. Luther stood for

the responsibility of the individual and
the rights of the individual conscience

and this he did at the imminent risk of

his life. Though threatened and
persecuted, yet he declared boldly:

"Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise.

God help me."

John Huss, speaking out fearlessly

against the corruption within the

church, was taken outside the city to be

burned. He was chained by the neck to

a stake, and straw and wood were piled

around his body to the chin and

sprinkled with resin; and he was asked

finally if he would recant. As the flames

arose, he sang, but the wind blew the
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fire into his face, and his voice was

stilled.

Zwingli of Switzerland attempted

through his writings and teachings to re-

think all Christian doctrine in

consistently biblical terms. His most

famous statement thrills the heart:

"What does it matter? They can kill the

body but not the soul."

And who cannot today appreciate

the words of John Knox? "A man with

God is always in the majority."

John Calvin, prematurely aged by

sickness and by the incessant labors he

had undertaken, summed up his per-

sonal philosophy with the statement:

"Our wisdom . . . consists almost

entirely of two parts: the knowledge of

God and the knowledge of ourselves."

Others could indeed be mentioned,

but a comment concerning William

Tyndale would perhaps suffice. Tyndale

felt that the people had a right to know
what was promised to them in the scrip-

tures. To those who opposed his work
of translation, he declared: "If God
spare my life, ... I will cause a boy that

driveth the plough shall know more of

the scripture than thou dost."

Such were the teachings and lives

of the great reformers. Their deeds were

heroic, their contributions many, their

sacrifices great

—

but they did not restore

the gospel ofJesus Christ.

Of the reformers one could ask,

"Was their sacrifice in vain? Was their

struggle futile?" I answer with a

resounding "No!" The Holy Bible was
now within the grasp of the people.

Each man could better find his way. Oh,

if only all could read and all could

understand. But some could read, and

others could hear; and every man had

access to God through prayer.

Day of Restoration

The long-awaited day of restora-

tion did indeed come. But let us review

that significant event in the history of

the world by recalling the testimony of

the plowboy who became a prophet, the

witness who was there—even Joseph

Smith.

Describing his experience, Joseph

said: "There was in the place where we
lived an unusual excitement on the sub-

ject of religion. . . . It . . . became
general . . . [creating] division amongst

the people, some crying, 'Lo, here!' and
others, 'Lo, there!'

"... I was one day reading the

Epistle of James, first chapter and fifth

verse, which reads: 'If any of you lack

wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth

to all men liberally, and upbraideth not;

and it shall be given him.'

"Never did any passage of scripture

come with more power to the heart of

man than this did at this time to mine. It

seemed to enter with great force into

every feeling of my heart. I reflected on
it again and again, knowing that if any
person needed wisdom from God, I

did; for how to act I did not know, and
unless I could get more wisdom than I

then had, I would never know; for the

teachers of religion . . . understood the

same passages of scripture so differently

as to destroy all confidence in settling

the question by an appeal to the Bible.

"At length I came to the conclusion

that I must either remain in darkness

and confusion, or else I must do as

James directs, that is, ask of
God. . .

.

"So, in accordance with this, my
determination to ask of God, I retired

to the woods to make the attempt. It

was on the morning of a beautiful, clear

day, early in the spring of eighteen

hundred and twenty.

First Vision

"... I kneeled down and began to

offer up the desire of my heart to

God. . .

,

"I saw a pillar of light exactly over

my head, above the brightness of the

sun, which descended gradually until it

fell upon me.
".

. . When the hght rested upon me
I saw two Personages, whose brightness

and glory defy all description, standing
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above me in the air. One of them spake

unto me, calling me by name and said,

pointing to the other

—

This is My
Beloved Son. Hear Him!" (Joseph

Smith 2:5-17.)

The Father and the Son, Jesus

Christ, had appeared to Joseph Smith.

The morning of the dispensation of the

fulness of times had come, dispelling

the darkness of the long generations of

spiritual night. As in the creation, light

was to replace darkness; day was to

follow night.

Truth is available

From then to now, truth has been

and is available to us. Like the children

of Israel in former times, endless days

of wandering now can end with our

entry to a personal promised land.

The restoration of the gospel

dispels the gloom described in our time

by the noted educator Robert Gordon
Sproul. He had looked at the churches

of America and declared:

"We have, therefore, the peculiar

spectacle of a nation which, to some im-

perfect but nevertheless considerable

extent, practices Christianity without

actively beheving in Christianity. We
are asked to turn to the church for our

enlightenment, but when we do so we
find that the voice of the church is not

inspired. The voice of the church today,

we find, is the echo of our own voices.

And the result of this experience, al-

ready manifest, is disillusionment.

There is only one way out of the spiral.

The way out is the sound of a voice, not

our voice, but a voice coming from

something not ourselves, in the
existence of which we cannot disbelieve.

It is the earthly task of the pastors to

hear this voice, to cause us to hear it,

and to tell us what it says. If they cannot

hear it, or if they fail to tell us, we, as

laymen, are utterly lost. Without it we
are no more capable of saving the world

than we were capable of creating it in

the first place." {Vital Speeches, Sept. 1,

1940, p. 701.)

Living Prophet

Perhaps the famed Winston
Churchill best declared the world's

pressing need. Said he: "I have lived

perhaps longer experience than almost

anyone, and I have never brooded over

a situation which demanded more
patience, composure, courage and
perseverance than that which unfolds it-

self before us today: The need of a

prophet."

Today we have heard God's
prophet speak—even President Spencer

W. Kimball. Today there goes forth

from this pulpit an invitation to people

throughout the world: Come from your

wandering way, weary traveler. Come
to the gospel of Jesus Christ. Come to

that heavenly haven called home. Here

you will discover the truth. Here you

will learn the reality of the Godhead,

the comfort of the plan of salvation, the

sanctity of the marriage covenant, the

power of personal prayer. Come home!

Lost boy remembers childhood

From our youth many of us may
remember the story of a very young boy
who was abducted from his parents and
home and taken to a village situated far

away. Under these conditions the small

boy grew to young manhood without a

knowledge of his actual parents or

earthly home. Within his heart there

came a yearning to return to that village

called home.
But where was home to be found?

Where were his mother and father to be

discovered? Oh, if only he could re-

member even their names, his task

would be less hopeless. Desperately he

sought to recall even a glimpse of his

childhood.

Like a flash of inspiration, he re-

membered the sound of a bell which,

from the tower atop the village church,

pealed its welcome each Sabbath morn-

ing. From village to village the young
man wandered, ever hstening for that

familiar bell to chime. Some bells were
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similar, others far different from the

sound he remembered.
At length the weary young man

stood one Sunday morning before a

church of a typical town. He listened

carefully as the bell began to peal. The
sound was familiar. It was unlike any

other he had heard, save that bell which

pealed in the memory of his childhood

days. Yes, it was the same bell. Its ring

was true. His eyes filled with tears. His

heart rejoiced in gladness. His soul

overflowed with gratitude. The young
man dropped to his knees, looked up-

ward beyond the bell tower—even

toward heaven—and in a prayer of

gratitude whispered, "Thanks be to

God. I'm home."
Like the peal of a remembered bell

will be the truth of the gospel of Jesus

Christ to the soul of him who earnestly

seeks. Many of you have traveled long

in a personal quest for that which rings

true. The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter-day Saints sends forth to you an

earnest appeal. Open your doors to the

missionaries. Open your minds to the

word of God. Open your hearts, even

your very souls, to the sound of that

still, small voice which testifies of truth.

As the prophet Isaiah promised: "Thine

ears shall hear a word . . . saying, This is

the way, walk ye in it." (Isa. 30;2I.)

Then, like the boy ofwhom I've spoken,

you too will, on bended knee, say to

your God and mine: "I'm home!"
May such be the blessing of all, I

pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Tabernacle Choir without

announcement sang, "Praise Ye the

Lord."

President Spencer W. Kimball

Elder Thomas S. Monson of the

Council of the Twelve has just given the

concluding address, followed by the

Tabernacle Choir singing; "Praise Ye
The Lord." We are grateful to the

managers and operators of over 400

television and radio stations for offering

their facilities as a public service to

bring the proceedings of this conference

to a wide audience throughout many
areas of the world.

These proceedings are being
broadcast over stations in Australia and
throughout countries of Latin America
by means of satellite transmission.

Through special arrangements with the

Armed Forces Radio and Television

Network, sessions of this conference

will be televised to bases of the Armed
Forces throughout the Pacific.

We shall conclude this session

of the conference with the Tabernacle

Choir singing; "The Twenty-third

Psalm," with Brother Craig Jessop as

soloist.

Following the singing, the benedic-

tion will be pronounced by Brother

Angel Abrea, Regional Representative

of the Twelve. This conference will then

be adjourned until two o'clock this

afternoon.

The Tabernacle Choir sang, "The
Twenty-third Psalm."

The benediction was offered by

Brother Angel Abrea, Regional
Representative of the Twelve.

The conference was then ad-

journed until 2 o'clock, April 4, 1975.


