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Elder Loren C. Dunn
Of the First Council of the Seventy

My dear brothers and sisters, in the

last few months President Spencer W.
Kimball has recommitted us as a church

to reach out to our Father's other

children.

Lengthen our stride

We have been asked to lengthen

our stride in two general areas. First is

the need for every member of the

Church to let his light so shine that

others will see the gospel of Jesus Christ

by example. The Lord tells us in the

Doctrine and Covenants:

"And again, I say unto you, I give

unto you a commandment, that every

man, both elder, priest, teacher, and
also member, go to with his might, with

the labor of his hands, to prepare and
accomplish the things which I have

commanded.
"And let your preaching be the

warning voice, every man to his

neighbor, in mildness and in meek-
ness." (D&C 38:40-41.)

Every family in the Church is

asked to friendship a nonmember
family on a family-to-family basis.

Young men to prepare for missions

Second, every able young man has

been asked to prepare himself to serve a

full-time mission. And again from the

Doctrine and Covenants:

"Wherefore lay to with your might

and call faithful laborers into my
vineyard, that it may be pruned for the

last time.

"And inasmuch as they do repent

and receive the fulness of my gospel,

and become sanctified, I will stay mine

hand in judgment.

"Wherefore, go forth, crying with a

loud voice, saying: The kingdom of

heaven is at hand; crying: Hosanna!

blessed be the name of the Most High
God.

"Go forth baptizing with water,

preparing the way before my face for

the time of my coming;

"For the time is at hand; the day or

the hour no man knoweth; but it surely

shall come." (D&C 39:17-21. Italics

added.)

Incident in Samoa

It is this last point I would like to

enlarge upon. I had the honor recently

of being assigned to visit the Samoa
Apia Mission and attend some stake

conferences in that country. I found the

missionaries all well and the work
progressing. One afternoon following

our meeting, the mission president,

Patrick Peters—who is a native Sa-

moan—said, "Elder Dunn, there is

something I'd like to show you." We
drove a few miles from the mission

home and climbed the brow of a small

hill to a place that was isolated by palm
trees and other tropical vegetation. I

suddenly realized that we were in a very

old graveyard. At the center of this

graveyard was a plot that was sur-

rounded by a cement wall low enough
to step over. President and Sister Peters

told me this was where some of the first

missionaries in Samoa were buried.

There were eight graves.

The thing that struck my interest

was that out of the eight graves, four

represented children under the age of

two and one was a twenty-one-year-old

wife and mother. What role could these

have possibly played in missionary

work in Samoa?
During the next two days, when

time would permit, I searched the his-

tory of the mission for an answer. While

I was unable to gather information on
all of the eight, I did discover the

following.

In the early days of the Church it

was common for young married couples

to be called on missions and some of

these young couples were called to

Samoa. The first person to be buried in
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that plot was Sister Katie Eliza Hale
Merrill. She and her husband had only

been on a mission for three months
when she took sick and gave birth to a

premature child. The child died the

next day. The history says the follow-

ing: "An hour after the death of the

child, the mother called Sister Lee (wife

of the mission president) to her bedside

and, after thanking her for waiting on
her during the sickness, said that she
was 'going to die' that she 'could not

stay because they had come for her.'

She then talked with her husband,
kissed him goodbye, and all was over.

The mother and baby boy were buried
in one coffin." After his mission.
Brother Merrill took the remains of his

wife and infant son back to Utah for

burial.

Elder Thomas H. Hilton and Sister

Sarah M. Hilton were serving on a

mission in Samoa, where they lost three

of their children, between 1891 and
1894. Little Jeanette lived less than a

year, George Emmett for only seven
days, and Thomas Harold for a year
and a half.

Of the death of Thomas Harold the

record says: "On Sunday the 11th, he
was not feeling very well. . . . For two
days following he appeared to be im-
proving, but on the morning of the 14th,

his mother again became concerned
about his welfare. From then until his

death, on March 17, 1894, everything
that loving hands could do was done for

his recovery, but he grew rapidly
worse. . . .

"Oh how loath we all were to

beheve that it was so! How sad to see

our dear sister again bereft, and her so

far from dear parents and friends who
she has left for the gospel's sake.

"Thomas Harold Hilton was about
one a half years old, a beautiful little

boy and very dearly beloved by all the

missionaries, as well as the natives who
knew him. Much sympathy is felt for

the bereaved parents and the blessings

of the Lord are invoked upon them."
At twenty-nine. Ransom Stevens

was president of the Samoa Mission

when stricken with typhoid fever, which
was complicated by a heart problem.

He died on April 23, 1894.

His widow. Sister Annie D.
Stevens, started for home by steamer on
May 23. She reached Ogden on Sunday,

June 10, where she was met by
President Joseph F. Smith and Elder

Franklin D. Richards. On June 11, she

had an interview with the First

Presidency in Salt Lake City and then

went on to her home in Fairview,

Sanpete County, arriving at 6:00 p.m.

The history states, "The greetings

by her friends were necessarily brief for

Sister Stevens was ill and had to retire

to bed early, and at 11 p.m., five hours

after her arrival home, she gave birth to

a nice boy." She had gone through the

whole ordeal in the advance stages of

pregnancy.

Another entry was Friday, March '

2, 1900, "Little Loi Roberts was given

up to die by Dr. Stuttaford at the sana-

torium [in Apia]. The patient little suf-

ferer was administered to daily, and

each time he would get relief . . . His

parents [Elder and Sister E. T. Roberts]

were untiring in their efforts to allay

pain and sufferings."

Saturday, March 3, "Little Loi died

at the sanatorium in Apia in the morn-

ing, making another sad day in the his-

tory of the mission." Small wonder that

the tombstone contained the words,

"Rest sweet Loi, rest." He was one and

a half years old.

And that brings us to Elder

William A. Moody and his bride,

Adelia Moody. They were called on a

mission from Thatcher, Graham
County, Arizona, arriving in Samoa in

November 1894. They must have had

the same hopes and aspirations of any

young couple just starting out. She gave

birth to an eight-pound daughter on

May 3, 1895. Three weeks later she

passed away. The daughter, little Hazel

Moody, was taken care of by local

Saints while her father continued his

mission. Finally, one year later we read

the following about a steamer leaving

for the United States, whose passengers
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included four returning elders and "also

Elder Moody's daughter, Hazel, one-

year-old, who will be delivered to lov-

ing relatives in Zion."

The price of the gospel

A price has been paid for the es-

tablishment of the gospel of Jesiis

Christ in the land of Samoa. It is

interesting to note that much of that

price was paid by little children. 1

suspect that there are many obscure

cemeteries in many of the nations of the

world similar to that little plot in

Samoa. They are a mute witness to the

trials and suffering that went into the

beginnings of missionary work in this

dispensation.

Because of advancements in the

standard of living and medical
technology, these kinds of trials are al-

most a thing of the past. In Samoa, for

instance, I found the missionaries well.

There are even health rhissionaries,

including a young couple and their two

children who are helping to improve the

health standards of the members and

looking after the health of the mission-

aries where needed.

Sacrifice today

The sacrifice today is mostly a

sacrifice of tirne and money. A sacrifice

of 24 months for a worthy young man to

help move the cause of the Lord for-

ward. Others gave their lives to get the

work started, but the Lord only requires

that we sacrifice some time and our

means to keep his work moving
throughout the world.

"Can you see them?"

The story is told that toward the

end of World War II an allied general

came to the front lines one night to in-

spect his troops. As he walked along he

would point out into no-man's-land and

say, "Can you see them? Can you see

them?"

Finally, someone said, "General,

we can see nothing. What do you

mean?" He said, "Can't you see them?

They're your buddies; they are the ones

who gave their lives today, yesterday,

and the day before. They're out there

alright, watching you, wondering what

you are going to do; wondering if they

have died in vain."

My dear brothers and sisters, as

members of this Church we can ask

ourselves the same question, "Can you

see them?" They are the ones who paid,

and some with their lives, that the

gospel of" the kingdom might be es-

tablished in these, the last, days. They
are the Hiltons, and the Robertses, and

the Stevens, and the Moodys, and many
others^—people like you and me, who
answered a call from God. I am sure

they are allowed to look in on us from

time to time to see how the work is go-

ing, to see what we are doing with their

spiritual heritage, to see if they have

died in vain.

A challenge

I wonder, young man, how success-

ful you would be in convincing a young
father who had buried three of his ba-

bies in an obscure graveyard halfway

around the world because of the gospel

of Jesus Christ that a mission is too

much of a sacrifice because you want to

buy that car or that stereo, or you don't

want to interrupt your schooling, or for

some other reason.

As mernbers of the Church, I

wonder how convincing we would be in

telling someone that we are just too

busy and maybe just a little embar-

rassed to share the gospel with our

neighbor, especially if that someone
were a young father who had buried his

bride while on his mission and sent his

little girl home to be taken care of by

relatives while he finished his service to

the Lord.

Is it not time that we listen to a

prophet's voice? Is it not time that we
lengthen our stride? Is it not time that

we teach the gospel of the kingdom to
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the world, to our neighbor? In the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Tanner

We have just listened to Elder

First Day

Loren C. Dunn of the First Council of

Seventy.

Elder James E. Faust, Assistant to

the Council of the Twelve, will now ad-

dress us and he will be followed by
Elder Joseph Anderson, Assistant to the

Twelve.

Elder James E. Faust

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

I most earnestly and humbly seek

to be sustained and understood by the

Spirit as 1 endeavor to discuss an im-

portant and sensitive subject. 1 ap-

proach it with all humility and with the

profound respect it commands.

Hallmark of life

I have chosen to speak on the

sanctity of hfe. 1 desire also to speak

with reverence about the hallowed hall-

mark of life, which is the ability to re-

produce itself I wish also to be an advo-

cate for the unborn. For this reason 1

direct my remarks primarily to women,
because only they can honor the holy

calling of motherhood, which is the

most exalted good that can be rendered

to mankind.
In the Talmud we read that he who

saves one life is as if he had saved an

entire world. Since the beginning of

man, God has taught of an absolute

respect for human life. From the very

first moment of his being until the last

breath of his hfe, there is a veneration

for life which includes those in being,

but not yet born.

One wise teacher tells us, "One
human life is as precious as a million

lives, for each is infinite in value."

(Rabbi Immanuel Jakobovits, Jewish

Views on Abortion, p. 4.)

Sacred procreative powers

The exercise of a man or woman's

sacred procreative powers makes each a

partner with God in creation and brings

to them in parenthood their greatest

happiness. This divine partnership also

brings their greatest privileges and most
weighty responsibilities.

Since becoming a parent is such a

transcending blessing, and since each

child is so precious and brings so much
happiness, a cardinal purpose of mar-

riage and of life itself is to bring forth

new life within this partnership with

God. Obligations inherent in the crea-

tion of precious human life are a sacred

trust, which if faithfully kept, will keep
us from degenerating into moral
bankrupts and from becoming mere ad-

dicts of lust.

The responsibilities involved in the

divine life-giving process, and the func-

tions of our body, are so sacrosanct that

they are to be exercised only within the

marriage relationship. Those who do

not accept and meet those responsi-

bilities, for any reason, as well as those

who do, should never depart from the

law of chastity if they wish to be truly

happy. All members of this Church
seeking eternal joy and peace are ex-

pected to and will wish to come to the

marriage altar free from sexual
transgressions—chaste and pure. Any
who fail to do so may find that they

have cheated themselves of their own
self-respect, dignity, and much of the

great joy they seek in marriage. Because

of the special inner peace, strength, and
happiness it brings, chastity, as the law

of God, is and always has been really

"in," and unchastity is and always has

been really "out."


