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luggage or be by blandishment seduced

into believing that she has dominion
over life not her own." He says, "An
abortion is never commonplace, for the

world holds no heartbreak like the

death of innocence. Whenever and
wherever it occurs, we all suffer another

loss from that little which sustains us

and holds us together. It is the degrada-

tion of humanity. It is fulness emptied,

innocence defiled, song unfinished,

beauty discarded, hope unsprung. In

our absence, housebreakers are robbing

us of everything that we own: of virtue,

honor, integrity, trust, innocence, truth,

beauty, justice and liberty." (Dr. Henry
G. Armitage, Jr., The Death of In-

nocence.)

I urge all who may have dipped

into the fountains of life to respect the

divinity inherent in that hfe and to

protect this sacred treasure and its

transcending blessings. For the Savior

of the world said, "Inasmuch as ye have

done it unto one of the least of these . . .

ye have done it unto me." (Matt. 25:40.)

I leave my testimony that the most

precious of all of God's creations is

eternal life itself, in the sacred name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder James E. Faust, Assistant to

the Council of the Twelve, has just ad-

dressed us.

Elder Joseph Anderson, Assistant

to the Twelve, will now address us. He
will be followed by Elder L. Tom Perry

of the Council of the Twelve.

Elder Joseph Anderson
Assistant to the Council of the Twelve .

Everyone is striving to be. happy
but the number who truly achieve, that

goal is limited.

Lehi, a Book of Mormon prophet,

has said that men are that they might
have joy. There is a great difference

between joy and pleasure. To a certain

degree, at least, joy and happiness are

synonymous.

Happiness is not worldly pleasures

Why aren't people happy? Too
many adopt the theory that happiness is

dependent upon the obtaining of ma-
terial things and the enjoyment of

worldly pleasures: the accumulation of

wealth, the achievement of fame, the

ownership of palatial homes and earthly

possessions, etc.

A wise man of old relates in Eccle-

siastes his efforts to find profit from his

labors. He said he gave his heart to seek

out and search by wisdom concerning

all things that are done under heaven.

He mentioned that he had seen all the

works that are done under the sun, and

behold, said he, all was vanity and vexa-

tion of spirit.

He sought mirth, the enjoyment of

pleasure, and behold, he said, this also

is vanity. He builded him houses,

planted vineyards, made gardens and
orchards, employed servants and
handmaidens, and had great possessions

of cattle. He obtained singers and
instruments, musicians and music, and
whatsoever his eyes desired, that he ob-

tained. Then he looked at all the works

that his hands had wrought and on- the

labor that he had performed, and be-

hold, he said, all was vanity and vexa-

tion of spirit.

After all his thinking and his ac-

complishments and efforts, his final

conclusion is set forth in the following

language:

"Let us hear the conclusion of the

whole matter: Fear God, and keep his

commandments: for this is the whole

duty of man.
"For God shall bring every work

into judgment, with every secret thing.
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whether it be good, or whether it be

evil." (Eccles. 12:13-14.)

Who is happy?

Who are the happy people today?

Not those who forsake the Lord and
devote themselves entirely to the

pleasures of life and the physical things

of the world. The truly happy people

are those who have faith in the Lord
and keep the laws of the gospel, those

who forget self in their desire and effort

to bless others.

Our Heavenly Father loves his

children. He wants us to be happy, and

he has shown us the way. I recall a lec-

ture given in the Salt Lake Tabernacle

some years ago in which the speaker

said that, in reading the four Gospels,

he discovered that Jesus, in referring to

God, always called him Father: our

Father, your Father, my Father, the

Father; and that in these four Gospels

Jesus used the word Father 148 times in

referring to God.

Our greatest treasures

Many of us are fathers—fathers of

the mortal bodies of our children. The
greatest treasures we have are our

children. When they are happy and suc-

cessful, we are happy. When they de-

part from the straight and narrow path,

the hearts of the parents are saddened.

Our Lord has told us by revelation

through the Prophet Joseph Smith re-

garding the worth of souls:

"Remember the worth of souls is

great in the sight of God;
"For, behold, the Lord your

Redeemer suffered death in the flesh;

wherefore he suffered the pain of all

men, that all men might repent and
come unto him.

"And he hath risen again from the

dead, that he might bring all men unto

him, on conditions of repentance.

"And how great is his joy in the

soul that repenteth." (D&C 18:10-13.)

"And how great is his joy in the

soul that repenteth." (D&C 18:10-13.)

Happiness in the gospel

The Lord has restored the gospel,

which is the true plan of life, salvation,

and exaltation. He has given us no law,

advice, counsel, or commandment that

is not for our blessing and happiness.

As an illustration, every one of the

Ten Commandments, if lived, will bring

joy and satisfaction. This does not mean
we will not have problems. The Lord
has said that all things work together for

the good of him who loves the Lord.

Some people take the view that the Ten
Commandments are outmoded. It is

true that they are not adopted into the

lives of some people, but the command-
ments that were given by Jehovah on
Mount Sinai are light, are truth, eternal

truth, and failure to observe them
brings the opposite of joy and happi-

ness. The same may be said of all truth

given us by the Lord. Wickedness never

was happiness and never will be. (See

Al. 41:10.) It has been said: "It is a

statistical fact that the wicked work
harder to reach hell than the righteous

do to enter heaven."

The psalmist has said: "Oh that

men would praise the Lord for his

goodness, and for his wonderful works
to the children of men!" (Ps. 107:8.)

Warning

Since the beginning of this dis-

pensation, the Lord, through his latter-

day leaders and prophets, has been

warning the people of the approaching

storms. He has warned of the dangers

involved in the use of alcoholic

beverages, tobacco, and other harmful

things. He has warned against the

lowering of the moral standards and
against all kinds of iniquity. We have

been told that we must have respect for

law and order, yet the people of this na-

tion and other nations have arrived at a

condition where crime is increasing at a

rapid rate. "The whole world lieth in
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sin, and groaneth under darkness and
under the bondage of sin." (D&C
84:49.)

We are fast approaching the time

—

and perhaps have reached it when our
lives are in danger from hoodlums,
gangsters, and other evil-minded
persons, when lawlessness is so com-
monplace that our properties, our hold-

ings, our rights and privileges, are in

jeopardy. When we destroy the prin-

ciples of honesty, integrity, and mo-
rality, our civilization is most certainly

on the verge of losing the power to

preserve itself. According to the history

of the past, other nations reached great

eminence and power, but because of the

wickedness of their people, they lost the

glory that they formerly had. Such was
the case with ancient Greece, Rome,
and the civilizations that once flour-

ished on this American continent.

A happy people

In the Book of Mormon we read of

the establishment of the Lord's church

upon the Western Hemisphere by
Christ himself after his resurrection,

and in speaking of the conditions that

prevailed, the following is recorded:

"And it came to pass that there was
no contention in the land, because of

the love of God which did dwell in the

hearts of the people.

"And there were no envyings, nor

strifes, nor tumults, nor whoredoms, nor
lyings, nor murders, nor any manner of

lasciviousness; and surely there could

not be a happier people among all the

people who had been created by the

hand of God." (4 Ne. 15-16. Italics ad-

ded.)

After about 210 years had passed

away following the coming of the

Savior, "they [the people] did deny the

more parts of his gospel, insomuch that

they did receive all manner of wicked-

ness." (4 Ne. 27.) As a result of their

wickedness there were wars and conten-

tions, and finally destruction came upon
the descendants of Lehi who occupied

this continent.

The family

One of the dangers facing the

world is the deterioration of the home
and the family. Latter-day Saints look

upon the family as the greatest institu-

tion of civilization. Subversion of this

great institution can do nothing less

than bring destruction upon the world.

The plan of life and salvation teaches

that marriage is for time and eternity.

The very purpose of life is that we
might take upon ourselves mortality,

that we might prove ourselves to see if

we will do the things that the Lord has

commanded us. And one of the things

that the Lord has commanded us to do

is to multiply and replenish the earth,

that we might have joy in our posterity,

not only in this life but throughout all

eternity. When Eve was given to Adam
as a wife and helpmate, there was no

death. It was an eternal union, and it

must needs be that the family relation-

ship continue throughout eternity if we
are to have eternal joy. The eternity of

the marriage covenant can be made
possible in the temples of the Lord by

those having proper authority from the

Lord to perform that holy ordinance.

God's great purpose

This is a glorious world in which

we live. It was created by God through

his only Begotten Son, with its heavenly

bodies and their functions. The earth

with its abundance of flowers, its adorn-

ment of beautiful trees and shrubs; the

majestic mountains; the mighty oceans;

the sun and its great functions; the stars

and planets in the heavens—yes, they

are all the handiwork of God. All these

things bid us have joy. Man, however, is

the greatest of all God's creations. The
Lord God told Moses; "This is my work
and my glory—to bring to pass the im-

mortality and eternal life of man."
(Moses 1:39.) Man is God's son, his

daughter. All these other things are just

provisions for the accomplishment of

his great purpose.

There is a diff"erence between im-
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mortality and eternal life. We cannot

accomplish the immortality of our

souls; that has been brought to pass by

the atonement of our Redeemer and

Savior. Immortality is to live forever,

but immortality does not necessarily in-

clude eternal life. Eternal life does in-

clude immortality. Eternal life is to live

with God in his celestial kingdom, in his

presence. That is a very important part

of our mission, but we can have eternal

life only through the exercise of our free

agency and through obedience to the

gospel plan. This is the principal pur-

pose of our coming here, that we might

overcome, that we might keep the com-

mandments the Lord has given us, and

that we might render service in his

kingdom. Only by doing these things

will it be made possible for God to ac-

complish his work—the purpose for

which the world was created and the

purpose of our existence upon this

earth. We must yield obedience to the

will of God, his gospel, the power of

God unto salvation.

True joy

One has true joy when he knows

that he pleases God, and again, when
he is assured that God is pleased with

him.

The day will come when the Lord

shall compensate every man according

to his work. His arm shall be revealed.

May we adopt and follow the true road

to happiness, which is to fear God and

keep his commandments and thereby

attain the great goal given us by the

Lord, namely, life eternal and everlast-

ing joy in the presence of our Heavenly

Father and his Beloved Son, I humbly

pray in the name of the Lord Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

He to whom you have just listened

is Elder Joseph Anderson, Assistant to

the Twelve.

Elder L. Tom Perry of the Council

of the Twelve will be our concluding

speaker.

Elder L. Tom Perry

Of the Council of the Twelve

As difficult as it may be, 1 would
like to pay tribute today to a very noble

soul who found the joy in living a life of

service.

Our first meeting occurred 30 years

ago. I was a newly appointed secretary

to the stake MIA. She was a board
member from one of the wards. My job
was to call the roll at our stake

leadership meeting. In those days when
we had a standing roll call, I remember
a particular evening when I was calling

out the various wards. I had no
difficulty in making an accurate count

of the young men in attendance; then I

started on the young women's roll. Sud-
denly my eyes met a charming, beauti-

ful young woman. I completely lost my
ability to count. I confess to the Church
Historian today that those records that

are in the archives of the Church are not

accurate for that particular meeting.

Eight months later I was kneeling

at an altar in the house of the Lord,

holding her hand, and hearing the most
glorious words ever to be uttered On
earth, "For time and all eternity." I

realized that I was receiving the greatest

gift of God. I was being sealed in mar-

riage by one having the authority to act

for the Lord in uniting myself and my
lovely companion together for time and
all eternity, if I would but live worthy of

her. We had only been married a few

days before I found out I had married a

woman with great empathy in her heart

for her fellowmen. All of those wonder-
ful aromas which came from the air

around her kitchen were not all

intended for me, for when she would


