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ing and achievement it is when you help

one of God's children to become god-

like and prepare to live with our

Heavenly Father in his celestial

kingdom. "And now, if your joy will be

great with one soul that you have

brought unto me into the kingdom of

my Father," the Lord said, "how great

will be your joy if you should bring

many souls unto me!" (D&C 18:15-16.)

Jesus said the harvest truly is great,

but the laborers are few. Then he gave

this important commandment that often

we overlook, "Pray ye therefore the

Lord of the harvest, that he would send
forth labourers into his harvest." (Luke
10;2.) If all the Saints would pray to the

Lord to send forth laborers unto the

harvest, we'd have many more. A
prophet of God said, "Every member a

missionary." That is a prophetic state-

ment with prophetic power.

A divine promise

The following divine promise has

great eternal meaning to the Saints of

the Lord. Jesus said, "By hearkening to

observe all the words which L the Lord

their God, shall speak unto them, they

shall never cease to prevail until the

kingdoms of the world are subdued
under my feet, and the earth is given

unto the saints, to possess it forever and
ever." (D&C 103:7.)

The number of saints that will

possess this earth "forever and ever" de-

pends, in part, on the missionary effort

of the valiant Saints that live on this

earth in the latter days.

Jesus said, "This is life eternal, that

they might know thee the only true

God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast

sent." (John 17:3.) We should give, we
that have testimonies, the Lord's

children a chance and opportunity to

know the only true God and Jesus

Christ.

I love and sustain President
Spencer W. Kimball. He's truly a

prophet of God. I bear witness that God
lives, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

He to whom you have just listened

is Elder Bernard P. Brockbank,
Assistant to the Council of the Twelve.

Elder Mark E. Petersen of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles will be

our concluding speaker.

Elder Mark E. Petersen

Of the Council of the Twelve

One of the first things the Lord
taught the Prophet Joseph Smith at the

beginning of this dispensation was that

he must take the divine commandments
seriously.

"Trifle not with sacred things"

In order to impress this upon
Joseph's mind, at one time God took

from him the power to translate. He
also rebuked him for the loss of the 1 16

pages of manuscript of the Book of

Mormon. He chastened the Prophet

also when his family did not live the

gospel as they should.

The Lord then firmly commanded

his young servant: "Triile not with

sacred things." (D&C 6:12.)

When speaking further about the

translation of the ancient record, the

Lord again commanded: "Trifle not

with these things." (D&C 8: 10.)

And when the Lord gave instruc-

tions concerning missionary work, he

again required that the brethren take

his word seriously and declared, "They
shall give heed unto these words and
trifle not." (D&C 32:5.)

Neither should we trifle with the

Lord nor with his word, for as he

himself said, God will not be mocked.
(See D&C 63:58.)

But in spite of all the Lord has said,
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mankind still trifles with his word, and
either by neglect or outright
disobedience they set aside his word
with impunity and go on their merry
way.

The Sabbath is sacred

One of the most glaring of our in-

consistencies is our attitude toward the

Sabbath day. It is a sacred day. It is

holy, and we should not trifle with it.

No law in all scripture has been

more clearly defined than that of the

Sabbath. From the time of Genesis to

our own day, there has been no subject

spoken of more directly or repeatedly

than the Sabbath.

It is one of the laws most dear to

the heart of God. Yet it is noted far

more in its desecration than in its accep-

tance and proper observance.

We constantly talk about the

worldliness of the present day and
speak of the fact that our young people

face more serious temptations than did

those of a generation ago, and this is

probably true. Also, more parents seem
to be caught up in the worldliness of to-

day than was the case a generation ago.

What can we do to protect

ourselves under these hazardous cir-

cumstances? How can we better help

our young people to remain unspotted

from the world?

The Lord gives us the answer, and
says that it can be done by sincerely

observing the Sabbath day. Most people

have never thought of it in this way, but

note the words of the Lord in this

regard: "That thou mayest more fully

keep thyself unspotted from the

world"—note these words—"that thou

mayest more fully keep thyself unspot-

ted from the world, thou shall go to the

house of prayer and offer up thy

sacraments upon my holy day." (D&C
59:9.)

Think about that for a moment. Do
we really beUeve in God—sincerely?

Are we convinced that he knows what
he is talking about? If we are, then will

we take him and his word seriously? Or

will we further trifle with divine revela-

tion?

Observing the Sabbath

The Lord does know what he is

talking about. Sabbath observance will

help us to more fully remain unspotted

from the world.

If we are serious about avoiding

the contamination of worldliness, shall

we not take his word at face value and
believe it and practice it?

We should be willing to admit that

we are surrounded by nearly every form
of seductive worldliness. We should

never close our eyes to this fact.

To bring the situation more clearly

into focus, ask yourselves how much li-

quor is consumed in your neighbor-

hood, both by adults and by our youth.

How much tobacco is thus used? What
is the drug situation? How rapidly is

crime increasing in the community
where you live? And vandalism? And
immorality? Are they reaching into your

family? Have they involved any of your

children? And are you frightened and
frustrated by it?

Then why not accept a divine

remedy to combat this very situation?

Sabbath observance and church atten-

dance are commanded of God!
Shall we take his word seriously

and comply with it, or shall we consider

the Sabbath but a trifle in our lives and
ignore it and continue to suffer the evil

consequences?

Is there not deep meaning in what
the Lord has said? Let us hear his words
again: "That thou mayest more fully

keep thyself unspotted from the world,

thou shalt go to the house of prayer and
offer up thy sacraments upon my holy

day." (D&C 59:9.)

Here then is the inspired answer to

our vexing problem.

Worship on the Sabbath

The Lord then goes on to say, "For
verily this is a day appointed unto you
to rest from your labors, and to pay thy
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devotions unto the Most High." (D&C
59:10.)

The scripture therefore requires

that we not only desist from our usual

pursuits on his holy day, but that we do

so with a particular purpose in mind,

which is, that we may more properly

and without interference pay our devo-

tions unto the Most High. In plain,

blunt words, we are commanded to

change our usual routine and go to

church and worship God on the Sab-

bath.

The revelation then continues:

"Nevertheless thy vows shall be offered

up in righteousness on all days and at

all times." (D&C 59: 11.)

In other words, the Lord is not

teaching a Sunday-only religion. We
must be consistent and be obedient and
worshipful every day. Can anyone
develop spiritually by adopting a Sun-

day-only attitude toward religion?

However, on his holy day we must

do more than merely go to church. We
must worship him, of course; but we
must also cleanse ourselves in prepara-

tion for that worship by confessing our

sins and repenting of them. This
reminds us of what the Lord said in the

Sermon on the Mount: "Therefore if

thou bring thy gift to the altar, and
there rememberest that thy brother hath

ought against thee;

"Leave there thy gift before the

altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled

to thy brother, and then come and offer

thy gift." (Matt. 5:23-24.)

So he says in modern revelation:

"Remember that on this, the Lord's

day, thou shalt offer thine oblations and

thy sacraments unto the Most High,

confessing thy sins unto thy brethren,

and before the Lord." (D&C 59:12.)

The bishops are the brethren to be

consulted concerning our sins.

Can we see, then, how proper

observance of the Sabbath will

influence our daily lives for good?

Continuing to define what is ac-

ceptable to him on his holy day, the

Lord says, "And on this day thou shalt

do none other thing, only let thy food

be prepared with singleness of heart."

(D&C 59:13. Italics added.)

Devote Sabbath to holy purposes

If we are to do none other thing on
Sunday but to devote the day to holy

purposes, what is our situation if we
willfully choose to operate our busi-

nesses on the Sabbath, or if we patro-

nize such Sunday businesses, or if we go

to places of recreation on Sunday?
We know there are employees in

certain essential services, such as in hos-

pitals and other 24-hour-a-day institu-

tions, who have no option as to their

working conditions. We do not speak of

them. But most people are not so em-
ployed, and they have control of their

own time.

Would they rather ski or swim or

go to the movies or conduct business on
Sunday than to go to church? If the

answer is yes, they should ask
themselves if they have strayed away
from the faith to that extent and
adopted another gospel—a gospel of

Sunday fun and business.

Why don't we take the Lord
seriously concerning the Sabbath, day?

We know that we should not trifle with

sacred things and that the Sabbath is his

sacred day.

Sincerity of our faith

In the time of Moses, the Lord im-

pressively declared that the manner in

which we spend the Sabbath is a sign of

our inner attitude toward him. It is a

measure of the sincerity of our faith. "It

is a sign between me and the children of

Israel for ever," God declared (Exod.

31:17), and added: "Ye shall keep the

Sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto

you." (Exod. 31:14. Italics added.)

In that day he made its violation a

capital offense, and violators were put

to death. Then was not the Lord serious

about Sabbath-day observance? Is he

any less so today? Has he changed his

mind?
He also gave the Sabbath to
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ancient Israel as a sign that he lives—

a

sign, as he said, "that ye may know that

I am the Lord." (Exod. 3 1 ; 13.) Then the

Sabbath becomes a testimony builder,

for if we keep it, our knowledge of and
faith in the Lord will increase; and this

should be very important to us.

If we violate his holy day—will-

ingly and willfully—to that extent do
we not become enemies of God? We do
most certainly become covenant
breakers, for he gave us his Sabbath by
covenant— a perpetual covenant
throughout all generations. (See Exod.

31:16.)

Commemoration

President David O. McKay called

attention to another most important

phase of this subject. He said that the

Christian Sabbath of course is Sunday,
in commemoration of the resurrection

of the Savior on the first day of the

week. He calls the resurrection of Christ

the greatest event in all history and
notes that by proper observance of the

Sabbath we show our respect for the

Lord's passion and his resurrection

from the dead. (See Gospel Ideals,

Deseret News Press, 1953, pp. 397-98.)

With this thought in mind, let us

ask ourselves how important the Lord's

atonement is to us. How dear to us is

the Lord Jesus Christ? How deeply are

we concerned about immortality? Is the

resurrection of vital interest to us?

Sign of true conversion

We can readily see that observance

of the Sabbath is an indication of the

depth of our conversion.

Our observance or nonobservance

of the Sabbath is an unerring measure
of our attitude toward the Lord per-

sonally and toward his suffering in

Gethsemane, his death on the cross, and
his resurrection from the dead. It is a

sign of whether we are Christians in

very deed, or whether our conversion is

so shallow that commemoration of his

atoning sacrifice means little or nothing

to us.

Do we realize that most national

holidays are observed more widely than

is the Sabbath, so far as its divine pur-

pose is concerned?

Then have we put God in second

or third place? And is that what we
want to do? Is that where he belongs?

Testimony of the Sabbath

I bear you testimony that to

properly observe the Lord's holy day is

one of the most important things we can

ever do. It is an essential step toward

our eternal salvation.

I do not believe we will be saved if

we constantly violate the Sabbath and

fling our disobedience into the face of

the very God we hope will save us.

How dare we trifle with the Sab-

bath day?

How dare we trifle with Almighty

God?
The Lord declares that to qualify to

enter his presence we must live by every

word that proceeds forth from his

mouth (see D&C 84:44), and the law of

the Sabbath is one of the most im-

portant in the entire gospel plan.

May we have the courage and the

good sense to keep it, I humbly pray in

the sacred name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

Elder Mark E. Petersen of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles has

been our concluding speaker.

The singing for this session has

been furnished by the Tabernacle
Choir. We are grateful to these superb

musicians for the spiritual tone their

singing has brought to this meeting.

With Brother Jerold Ottley con-

ducting and Brother Alexander
Schreiner at the organ, the Choir will

sing in closing, "Still, Still With Thee."

Following the singing, the benedic-

tion will be offered by Brother Edwin
Q. Cannon, former president of the

Switzerland Zurich Mission.

The conference will then be

adjourned until 2 p.m. this afternoon.


