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of the sweetness and joy of that

knowledge.

But you too must know.

Blessings

Knowing, you will be a better man
than you could otherwise be, a better

man than your father. You will be, as

one wrote 600 years ago, more con-

cerned to possess true humility and live

a virtuous life and thus please your

Heavenly Father than to discourse pro-

foundly about him. You will prefer to

"feel contrition than to know how to

define it." (Thomas a Kempis, The Imi-

tation of Christ, Milwaukee: Bruce Pub-

lishing Co., 1940, p. 2.)

God bless you, and all sons and
daughters everywhere, that each of you
will seek to fashion a life of service and
sacred devotion, give genuine love, and

choose that course of discipleship that

may require yet all we have to give.

May your life be rich through personal

experience with that love of God which

is manifested through Christ Jesus and
from which nothing but yourself can

separate you. God bless you to be ac-

tively engaged in a good work, but not

be content to let the gospel light be hid-

den under a bushel of activities design-

ed to keep you harmlessly busy, but that

you will find and feast on the bread of

life and share it.

I testify that God lives, and Jesus is

the Christ, and this is his work. In the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Marion D. Hanks, Assistant

to the Twelve, has just addressed us.

The Congregation and Choir,

under the direction of Sister Anna B.

Skidmore, will now join in singing,

"How Firm a Foundation."

After the singing, Elder James A.

Cullimore, Assistant to the Twelve will

speak to us.

The Relief Society Choir joined the

congregation in singing "How Firm a

Foundation."

President Tanner

Elder James A. Cullimore,

Assistant to the Twelve, will now ad-

dress us. He will be followed by Elder

Sterling W. Sill, and he will be followed

by Elder Cook, a newly-appointed

General Authority.

Elder James A. Cullimore

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

My dear brethren and sisters, I

would like to say something about
family home evening this afternoon. As

President Kimball addressed the Stock-

holm Area Conference, he pointed out

the great need of home teaching and

family home evenings to help neutralize

the ills of the world. He said: "The
spirit of the times is worldliness.

Hoodlumism is common. Supposedly
good youth from recognized good
families express their revolt in destruc-

tive acts. Many defy and resist the law-

enforcing officers. Respect for authority,

secular, religious, and political, seems to

be at a low ebb. Immorality, drug addi-

tion, and general moral and spiritual

deterioration seem to be increasing, and
the world is in turmoil. But in our time

the Lord has offered his ageless

program in new dress and it gives

promise to return the world to sane liv-

ing, to true family life, family interde-

pendence. It is to return the father to his

rightful place at the head of the family,

to bring mother home from social life
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and employment, the children away
from unlimited fun and frolic. The
home teaching program with its crown-

ing activity, the family home evening

will neutralize the ill effects only if

people will apply the remedy."
(Ensign, Jan. 1975, pp. 3-4.)

Family Home Evening Program

In the October conference of 1964

President David O. McKay reintro-

duced a family home evening program
designed to assist parents in teaching

the gospel in the home. Since that time

this important program has been em-
phasized by the Church. Monday even-

ing has been set aside by the entire

Church for holding family home even-

ing. A beautiful manual is prepared

each year by an expert staff of writers.

Over 907,000 copies of the Family

Home Evening Manual are now printed

each year—about 830,000 in English

and 77,000 in seventeen other lan-

guages. They are distributed to forty-

eight countries.

Importance of family

In the Family Home Evening
Manual of 1973-74 the First Presidency

said:

"May we remind you of just how im-

portant the family unit is in the overall

plan of our Father in heaven. In fact,

the Church organization exists to assist

the family and its members in reaching

exaltation.

"The primary function of a Latter-

day Saint home is to ensure that every

family member works to create the cli-

mate and condition in which all can

grow toward perfection. For the par-

ents, this requires a dedication of time

and energy far beyond the mere provid-

ing of their children's physical needs.

For the children, this means controlling

the natural tendency toward selfishness.

"Parents and children must be will-

ing to put family responsibilities first in

order to achieve family exaltation." (p.

4.)

Program merits attention

Our family home evening program
has received national attention. Many
individuals and groups and organiza-

tions out of the Church have written for

information on the program and re-

quested the manual. To quote just a

few:

Immanuel Lutheran Church of Lin-

coln, Nebraska: "I recently saw a copy

of your Family Home Evening Manual.
I was deeply impressed with the quality

and approach of your program."
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School,

Deerfield, Illinois: "I have recently seen

materials on your family home evening.

I would be very interested in obtaining

copies of any available materials, espe-

cially the Family Home Evening Manu-
als."

Oklahoma State Department of
Health: "It has been brought to our at-

tention that your Church has initiated a

new program emphasizing family

interaction called 'Family Home Eve-

ning.' We think that the major source of

health development arises out of posi-

tive family life. We would be pleased if

you could share with us information

about your program."

Praise from press

Many articles have been written by

the national and iocal press praising our

efforts. The late Mr. Louis Cassels of

the United Press International wrote the

following after visiting a family home
evening:

"A child gets his most important

religious instruction at home. It is very

difficult for Sunday School or any other

agency of the church to communicate

Christian faith to boys and girls who
haven't been exposed to it through

family life.

"All denominations agree on this.

One denomination—The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints— is do-

ing something effective to help families

fulfill their key role in the religious nur-

ture of children.
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"Every Monday, in some 350,000

Mormon homes around the world,

parents and children join in observing

'Family Home Evening' . . .

"The most impressive aspect of a

Mormon Family Home Evening, to this

outside observer, is the apparently natu-

ral, unself-conscious and willing way in

which older teen-agers participate . . .

"LDS President Harold B. Lee is a

strong proponent of the home evening

concept. He told a group of Mormon
leaders recently that 'the most im-

portant of the Lord's work will be that

which we do within our own homes.'

"President Lee says family home
evenings not only are an invaluable op-

portunity for religious instruction. They
also serve to unite families, to bridge

generation gaps, and to maintain com-
munication between parents and chil-

dren.
" 'When the home functions prop-

erly, much has been done to prevent

problems from happening,' the Mor-
mon president told UPI. 'So much that

we do, both in the world and the

church, is done to compensate for

failures in the home. We have found the

Family Home Evening to be a great

assistance to parents in fostering mean-
ingful and close family relationships

which help the home serve as a sanctu-

ary from evil influences and as a source

of strength to each family member.'
"

Proclamations

Numerous mayors of cities and
governors of states have recognized the

virtue in family solidarity and know of

the soundness the family home evening

program is bringing about. Many have

issued a proclamation declaring a "fam-
ily unity" week or month. For example:

"WHEREAS, public officials

throughout the United States are grave-

ly concerned about the erosion of the

family unit and its effect upon society as

a whole; and
"WHEREAS, the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints has origi-

nated a Family Home Evening program

which has received worldwide recogni-

tion, the primary purpose of which is to

bring the family back together through

a weekly family get-together of fun, re-

laxation and learning; and

"WHEREAS, good family rela-

tionships constitute the primary source

of strength in our community:

"NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Fred

Hofheinz, Mayor of the City of Hous-

ton, do hereby proclaim the month of

December, as FAMILY UNITY
MONTH."

A copy of another excellent procla-

mation was received from the governor

of Arizona, who recognized the practice

of the Church in teaching their children

through family home evenings. He
commended them in this and recom-

mended such a practice to all in-

habitants of his state through this proc-

lamation.

"WHEREAS, the family is the

basic and indispensable institution of

our society . . . and

"WHEREAS, we are observing in

our nation a breaking up of family life

at a rate unprecedented in history, with

serious effects and repercussions in

many segments of our society, particu-

larly the welfare of children and the

weakening of the single greatest

strength of America; and

"WHEREAS, there is increasing

concern among all thinking Americans

over the dissolution of Family Life and

the effects such destruction portends for

our nation;

"WHEREAS, prominent religious

leaders have said; 'No Success Can
Compensate For Failure In the Home'
and 'The Most Important Work You
Will Ever Do Is Within The Walls of

Your Own Home;'

"NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jack

Williams, Governor of Arizona, do
hereby proclaim the week beginning

Sunday, June 2, 1974, as FAMILY
WEEK and do call upon all serious and

right-thinking Americans to reflect

upon the meaning, of Family Life to

themselves, to their children, to their
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children's children, and to our great na-

tion. . .

."

The Church has also received from

the Senate of the United States a proc-

lamation from the 93rd Congress,

"commending the members ... for their

spirit of pioneering, for their whole-

some living, for their concern for their

fellowmen, and for their many achieve-

ments."

Inspired Program

President Kimball stated, "These
recognitions from government, state,

and city leaders who were not members
of the Church are most gratifying. They
know what creates nations and govern-

ments. They know what destroys cities

and states and governments. They know
that the breaking up of the family is the

beginning of the fall of the empire.

They know well that the dishonesty, im-

morality, homes broken through di-

vorce and infidelity, limited family size,

and adult preoccupation with entertain-

ment and sex presages a collapse of the

government." (Ensign, Jan. 1975, p. 9.)

I bear you my solemn witness, my
brothers and sisters, that this is the work
of the Lord, that these Brethren who in-

stituted the family home evening
program were greatly inspired. I see as

well the great inspiration given to those

who prepare the Family Home Evening

Manual. I leave this testimony with you

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder James A. Cullimore,
Assistant to the Twelve, has just ad-

dressed us.

Elder Sterling W. Sill, Assistant to

the Twelve, will now address us, and he

will be followed by Elder Gene R.

Cook, newly-called General Authority

and one of the Presidents of the First

Quorum of Seventy.

Elder Cook will be followed by

President Ezra Taft Benson of the

Council of the Twelve.

Elder Sterling W. Sill

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

As a part of the program for each

of the 1966 leadership meetings held in

connection with each quarterly stake

conference, two three-minute success

stories were given. A success story is a

segment of the success experience which
might be isolated in one person and
made negotiable in the lives of a great

many others.

Collecting success stories

As an interesting part of the human
personality, each individual person has

been endowed by creation with a collec-

tor's instinct. And as the squirrel collects

and stores up acorns, so we collect

stamps and butterflies and coins, and
stocks and bonds and insurance policies

and real estate and bank accounts. We
also collect attitudes, skills, habits, and

personality traits.

But since 1966, I have collected

seventy-two success stories. These are

segments from the experience of

someone else which I have chiseled and

painted and polished and memorized
and recorded to make them im-
mediately and eternally available for

my own personal use. And in the twelve

minutes of your time which has been

assigned to me this afternoon, I would

like to make you a present of four

three-minute success stories.

Mark Anthony

Success story number one: After

the assassination of Julius Caesar, the

world was divided into two great war
camps, one- led by the conspirators

under Brutus, and the other led by


