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might be lifted up to him in celestial

glory. For this I sincerely pray in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

He to whom you have just listened

is Elder Sterling W. Sill, Assistant to the

Twelve. President Gene R. Cook, a

member of the First Council of Seventy,

will now address us and he will be

followed by President Ezra Taft Benson

of the Council of the Twelve.

Elder Gene R. Cook
of the First Council of Seventy

That's a long, long walk. My
brothers and sisters, my heart is full. I

believe more than anything else I would

like to truly express my love for my
Father in heaven. I thought this morn-

ing of my wife as she said to me early,

"Are you ready for today?" Those

words have seemed to ring in my mind
all day as I've realized that if I'm not

ready, it's too late. I have begun to

realize more fully that this last thirty-

four years has represented the time for

preparation—not today, but that which

has gone before, the many, many
yesterdays. The preparation has come
from those persons who have been close

to me and my family—priesthood
leaders, mission presidents, these good
Brethren of the First Council of the

Seventy for whom I have worked for a

number of years— I realize that it's in

those yesterdays, those many early

mornings, those many long hours, as

has been described here today, that

most of the battles are fought and won.

"Counsel with the Lord"

I would just share this one thought

with you this afternoon, my brothers

and sisters. I've had going through my
mind something that Brother Sill said

that was a paraphrase from Alma,
expressed in a little different way, when
Alma said the following:

"Preach unto them repentance, and
faith on the Lord Jesus Christ; teach

them to humble themselves and to be

meek and lowly in heart; teach them to

withstand every temptation of the devil,

with their faith on the Lord Jesus

Christ.

"Yea, and cry unto God for all thy

support; yea, let all thy doings be unto

the Lord, and whithersoever thou goest

let it be in the Lord; yea, let thy

thoughts be directed unto the Lord; yea,

let the affections of thy heart be placed

upon the Lord forever.

"Counsel with the Lord in all thy

doings, and he will direct thee for good;

yea, when thou liest down at night lie

down unto the Lord, that he may watch

over you in your sleep; and when thou

risest in the morning let thy heart be full

of thanks unto God; and if ye do these

things, ye shall be lifted up at the last

day." (Al. 37:33, 36-37.)

Testimony

My brothers and sisters, I bear wit-

ness to you that this is the church of

Jesus Christ, that he is at the head, that

he is the rock of our salvation, that our

affections must be totally placed, all of

them, upon the Lord. And I bear wit-

ness that if they are placed elsewhere,

we will not receive that promise to be

lifted up at the last day. I bear my wit-

ness with a surety that goes beyond

words of those promptings that come
that this is the true church of Jesus

Christ, the only one upon the face of the

whole earth, because the Lord has so

declared it. I bear witness that President

Kimball is a prophet of God and want

to express to these good Brethren in

front of me that I pledge all of my
efforts, my time, and talents, and re-
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sources, and all that I have, for as long would have me do. And I bear this wit-

as they're desired by the Lord or by ness in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen,
these Brethren, to do whatever they

President Ezra Taft Benson
President of the Council of the Twelve

Humbly and gratefully I stand

before you today and seek the influence

of the Holy Spirit to give witness to my
message.

Voice of warning

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,

after restoring his gospel in our day and

establishing his Church, even The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints, revealed through his Prophet,

Joseph Smith, the following:

"Hearken, O ye people of my
church, saith the voice of him who
dwells on high, and whose eyes are

upon all men; yea, verily I say: Hearken

ye people from afar; and ye that are

upon the islands of the sea, listen

together.

"For verily the voice of the Lord is

unto all men, and there is none to es-

cape.

"And the voice of warning shall be

unto all people, by the mouths of my
disciples, whom I have chosen in these

last days." (D&C 1:1-2,4.)

Solemn proclamation

Today I shall speak doctrine, by

way of warning and of testimony, and
shall do so as one holding the holy

apostleship, whose responsibility it is to

proclaim the Lord's message in all the

world and to all people. Each of my
brethren of the Council of the Twelve
has the same responsibility I have to

declare these things to the world and to

bear record of them before all men.
Toward the end of his mortal

ministry, the Lord commanded the

Prophet Joseph Smith as follows:

"Make a solemn proclamation of

my gospel ... to all the kings of the

world, to the four corners thereof . . .

and to all nations of the earth." (D&C
124:2-3.) He was to invite them to come
to the light of truth, and use their means
to build up the kingdom of God on
earth.

In the spirit of this divine direction,

on the sixth day of April 1845, and
shortly after the Prophet Joseph Smith

and his brother Hyrum had mingled

their blood with that of the other

martyrs of true religion, the Council of

the Twelve made such a proclamation.

They address it:

"To all the Kings of the World;

To the President of the United States of
America;

To the Governors of the several States;

And to the Rulers and People ofall

Nations:

"

In it they said:

"Know ye:

"That the kingdom of God has

come: as has been predicted by ancient

prophets, and prayed for in all ages;

even that kingdom which shall fill the

whole earth, and shall stand for ever.

"The great Eloheem . . . has been
pleased once more to speak from the

heavens: and also to commune with

man upon the earth, by means of open
visions, and by the ministration of Holy
Messengers.

"By this means the great and
eternal High Priesthood, after the Order

of His Son, even the Apostleship, has

been restored; or, returned to the earth.

"This High Priesthood, or Apostle-

ship, holds the keys of the kingdom of


