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lead my family back to the Lord." He
went on to say, "I plead with all

members of the Church to look around

and help guide lost children back to

their Heavenly Father."

Our prophet has spoken. Quorums,

are accepting this challenge, "Why can't

we?" The quorums know that we can.

They all realize that there are thousands

of men who are waiting only for the

friendly extending of the hand.

Quorum presidents realize, "The night

is far spent, the day is at hand." (Rom.

13:12.)

I testify that Jesus the Christ is the

source of priesthood power. No power

can stay the progress of his church. In

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Marion G. Romney

Elder David B. Haight, Assistant to

the Twelve Apostles, has just spoken to

us.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Henry D. Taylor, Assistant

to the Twelve. He will be followed by

Elder Mark E. Petersen of the Council

of the Twelve.

Elder Henry D. Taylor

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

As in all ages of history, youth to-

day are faced with making many im-

portant and far-reaching decisions.

President Spencer W. Kimball has an-

nounced that the Church has need of

more missionaries. He declared that the

time has come now when we should

"lengthen our stride, . . . change our

sights and raise our goals."

Need for missionaries

As President Kimball issued this

challenge in April 1974, he said, "Today
we have 18,600 missionaries." (The
members accepted this challenge and
today we have in excess of 21,000.) He
then said: "We can send more. Many
more! . . . When I ask for more
missionaries, I am not asking for more
testimony-barren or unworthy mission-

aries. . . . the young people will under-

stand that it is a great privilege to go on
a mission and that they must be physi-

cally well, mentally well, spiritually

well, and that 'the Lord cannot look

upon sin with the least degree of

allowance.'
"

As the President continued, he

said, "The question is frequently asked:

Should every young man fill a mission?

And the answer has been given by the

Lord. It is 'Yes. Every young man
should fill a mission.'

"

All not prepared

In addition to filling a mission,

President Kimball pointed out, "Every

man should also pay his tithing. Every

man should observe the Sabbath. Every

man should attend his meetings. Every

man should marry in the temple and

properly train his children, and do

many other mighty works. Of course he

should. He does not always do it."

As the President continued, he

said, "We realize that while all men
definitely should, all men are not pre-

pared to teach the gospel abroad. Far

too many men arrive at the missionary

age quite unprepared to go on a

mission, and of course they should not

be sent. But they should all be prepared.

There are a few physically unfit to do
missionary service. . . . There are far too

many unfit emotionally and mentally

and morally, because they have not kept

their lives clean and in harmony with

the spirit of missionary work. They
should have been prepared. Should!

But since they have broken the laws,

they may have to be deprived, and

thereon hangs one of our greatest
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challenges: to keep these young boys

worthy."

(Regional Representatives of the

Twelve seminar held April 4, 1974; see

also "When the World Will Be Con-
verted," Ensign, Oct. 1974, pp. 2-14.)

While the major responsibility for

preaching the gospel has been placed

upon the shoulders of the priesthood,

there are many young women who will

be also granted the privilege of serving

as missionaries. They should likewise

prepare themselves for the time that

they may be called.

Role of parents

Parents can play an important part

in instilling within their sons and
daughters a desire to live worthy so that

they can qualify to fill missions.

I shall always be grateful for being

born of goodly parents who taught their

children that this was a part of their

responsibility. In our home it was never

a question of whether or not we would
fill a mission; that was assumed and just

taken for granted. It was a matter of

when. As a result of this encouragement
and hope, all of the six sons in the

family filled missions.

Mission preference

Now it's a natural thing for pro-

spective missionaries to have a prefer-

ence for a certain area in which to

labor. That was true in my case. Three

of my grandparents were born in Eng-

land. Here they heard the gospel. Here

they were converted, then joined the

Church. Later my father filled a mission

there.

So later when my call came from

President Heber J. Grant, it was to the

Eastern States and not to England. Mo-
mentarily I was disappointed. However,
I had been taught that missionaries are

called by inspiration to labor where the

Lord wants them. The words of a fa-

vorite hymn came to mind: "I'll go
where you want me to go, dear Lord."

(See "It May Not Be on a Mountain

Height," Hymns, no. 75.) I was re-

conciled and satisfied with my mission

call.

President B. H. Roberts

What a tremendous blessing my
call to the Eastern States Mission has

been in my life. The mission was then

presided over by one of the General

Authorities of the Church, Elder B.H.

Roberts. At that time he was senior

president of the First Council of the

Seventy and a most effective mission-

ary. The Lord blessed me with the privi-

lege of a close association with this

great leader and missionary. I gained a

deep respect, admiration, and love for

him.

President Roberts was an earnest

scholar, a gifted writer, and an author of

many inspirational books explaining the

beautiful principles of the gospel. He
was a courageous and stalwart defender
of the faith. As a dedicated historian, he

researched and related in a comprehen-
sive manner the interesting and im-

portant events in the history of the

Church.
President Roberts was a dynamic

and popular speaker, and his services

were in constant demand. He was a

most forceful and influential speaker.

Numerous times he stood at this pulpit

and thrilled and inspired the members
of the Church. I shall always recall with

gratitude my opportunity of serving

under this inspired leader.

President Roberts firmly believed

and taught his missionaries that in order

for them to be successful and effective,

they must seek for and obtain the Spirit

of the Lord to direct and lead them in

their teaching efforts. He emphasized

the words of the Lord, who said, "And
the Spirit shall be given unto you by the

prayer of faith; and if ye receive not the

Spirit ye shall not teach." (D&C 42: 14.)

President Roberts set his mission-

aries an excellent example by constantly

and earnestly seeking for the Spirit of

the Lord to guide and direct them. He
did that himself. Now we held a daily
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devotional exercise in the mission
home. When it was President Roberts's

turn to lead in prayer, he would pour
out his soul in gratitude and supplica-

tion. As he prayed the veil would be-

come thin, and we could feel through

the Spirit the nearness of the Lord.

Mission slogan

From his knowledge of the scrip-

tures President Roberts had selected

and adopted a slogan for the mission.

That slogan was just one word, "Im-

manuel." Isaiah, in foretelling the birth

of the Savior, foretold, "Therefore the

Lord himself shall give you a sign; Be-

hold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a

son, and shall call his name Immanuel."

(Isa. 7:14.)

Centuries later, Matthew, an apos-

tle of the Christ, explained the meaning

of the name Immanuel when he re-

corded, "Behold, a virgin shall be with

child, and shall bring forth a son, and

they shall call his name Emmanuel,
which being interpreted is, God with

us." (Matt. 1:23.) President Roberts

used this slogan, "Immanuel," con-

stantly in his discourses, in his corre-

spondence, when autographing books

or photos, and on numerous other occa-

sions.

"God with us"

To have "God with us" through his

Holy Spirit should be the aim of every

missionary, and it should likewise be

the aim of every individual. To have the

companionship of the Holy Spirit re-

quires a person to keep his mind and his

body clean, as the Holy Spirit is sensi-

tive and will not dwell in an unclean

tabernacle.

The young man who had gained a

reputation for speaking (he had gained

a great ability) had allowed this praise

to go to his head; he became slightly ar-

rogant. He had been invited to speak in

his ward sacrament meeting. As the

meeting proceeded, it was announced

that he would be the next speaker. As
he walked to the pulpit, overly self-

confident and with no evidence of hu-

mility, the bishop leaned over and whis-

pered to his counselor, "What a pathetic

and lonely figure he is, standing out

there all alone."

As the resurrected Savior met on a

mountain near Galilee with his apostles

for the last time before ascending into

heaven, he assured them that although

he would return, through his Spirit he

would never leave them. He said, "Lo, I

am with you alway; even unto the end

of the world." (Matt. 28:20.)

Yes, every young man should fill a

mission. That should be his aim, his

goal, his sincere desire. Whether to go

on a mission or not will be one of the

most important and far-reaching deci-

sions that he will make in this life.

It is my prayer that every young
man may prepare himself to accept a

mission call, for which I pray in the

name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Marion G. Romney

He to whom we have listened is

Elder Henry D. Taylor, Assistant to the

Twelve.

Elder Mark E. Petersen of the

Council of the Twelve will be our

concluding speaker.


