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missions, most of them to Denmark. I

heard his report when he returned from
his mission, and I signed his temple

recommend when he was married. So I

was interested.

The stake president continued:

"Brother Pedersen has committed him-

self to qualify every man in his quorum
for a temple recommend. They are all

qualified now except six." Some time

later when I was with the Church Home
Teaching Committee, we remembered
this story and asked Brother Pedersen to

report on how his quorum had turned

out. He said, "We got them all but

three. Then they released me to become
president of the stake mission. But since

my release we got the other three."

Think of the potential if all who
bear the priesthood were deeply in-

volved in the work of the Lord. Com-
pared to what is available, we have

been running on only one or two
cylinders.

Missionary work

In missionary work some stakes

have raised their sights so much that

each ward is going to bring in as many
new members as the entire stake used

to. In temple work I have seen stakes,

who worked through priesthood power,

make yearly increases that were greater

than the total performance of average

stakes nearby. In every activity in which

the priesthood is involved, I become ex-

cited when I see how far we can go if we
have faith enough to mobilize the great

army of men of the priesthood. Not a

testimony like Laman and Lemuel. And
1 know some say, "He doesn't under-

stand how tough it is in our quorum."
Well, Nephi didn't either; but Nephi

had a testimony. In the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

We have just heard from Elder W.
Grant Bangerter, Assistant to the

Twelve.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from President Marion G. Romney of

the First Presidency of the Church.

President Marion G. Romney
Second Counselor in the First Presidency

Brethren, as I have thought about
the problems incident to the rapid

increase in the Church membership, it

seems to me that one of our most urgent

tasks is to convert prospective, inactive

elders. There are tens of thousands of

these brethren in the Church. Unfortu-

nately, the number added to this group
each year is larger than the number
converted.

Conversion

A study of the situation leads

inevitably to the conclusion that some-
thing in addition to what is now being
done must be done to encourage these

men to change their lives. Something

more than urging them to participate in

an occasional recreational activity is re-

quired. What they need is conversion.

Webster says the verb convert

means "to turn from one belief or

course to another," that conversion is "a

spiritual and moral change attending a

change of belief with conviction." As
used in the scriptures, converted gen-

erally implies not merely mental accep-

tance of Jesus and his teachings, but

also a motivating faith in him and in his

gospel, a faith which works a trans-

formation, an actual change in one's

understanding of life's meaning and in

one's allegiance to God—in interest, in

thought, and in conduct. While conver-

sion may be accomplished in stages, one
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is not really converted in the full sense

of the term unless and until he is at

heart a new person. Born again is the

scriptural term.

In one who is wholly converted,

desire for things inimical to the gospel

of Jesus Christ has actually died, and
substituted therefor is a love of God,
with a fixed and controlling determina-

tion to keep his commandments. Paul

told the Romans that such a one would

walk in newness of life.

Baptism

"Know ye not," he said, "that so

many of us as were baptized into Jesus

Christ were baptized into his death?

"Therefore we are buried with him
by baptism into death: that like as

Christ was raised up from the dead . . .

even so we also should walk in newness

of life." (Rom. 6:3-4.)

Walking in the newness of life

Peter taught that by walking in the

newness of life one escapes "the corrup-

tion that is in the world through lust,"

and by developing within himself faith,

virtue, knowledge, temperance, pa-

tience, godliness, brotherly kindness,

and charity, he becomes a partaker "of

the divine nature." (See 2 Pet. 1:4-7.)

One who walks in newness of life is

converted. On the other hand, says

Peter, "he that lacketh these things is

blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath

forgotten that he was purged from his

old sins." (2 Pet. 1:9.) Such a one is not

converted, even though he may have

been baptized.

Believe in God

There is a striking example of the

change wrought by conversion in Mor-
mon's account of King Benjamin's fare-

well address. This sermon was so

powerful that as Benjamin delivered it,

the multitude fell to the earth, for "they

. . . viewed themselves in their own
carnal state. . . . And they all cried aloud

. . . O have mercy, and apply the aton-

ing blood of Christ that we may receive

forgiveness of our sins, and our hearts

may be purified; for we believe in Jesus

Christ, the Son of God." (Mosiah 4:2.)

Observing their humility, King
Benjamin continued:

"Believe in God; believe that he is,

and that he created all things. . .
;

believe that he has all wisdom, and all

power, both in heaven and in earth. . . .

".
. . believe that ye must repent of

your sins and forsake them, and humble
yourselves before God; and ask in sin-

cerity of heart that he would forgive

you; and now, if you believe all these

things see that ye do them." (Mosiah
4:9-10.)

When he had concluded, he in-

quired as to whether they believed his

words.

"And they all cried . . . Yea, we
believe all [thy] words . . . and also, we
know of their surety and truth."

(Mosiah 5:2.)

And why were they so confident?

"Because," as they said, "the Spirit of

the Lord . . . has wrought a mighty

change in us, or in our hearts, that we
have no more disposition to do evil, but

to do good continually.

"And," they continued, "we are

willing to enter into a covenant with our

God to do his will, and to be obedient

to his commandments in all things . . .

all the remainder of our days." (Mosiah

5:2,5.)

Wouldn't it be wonderful if all, of

our inactive men could be brought to

this state of conversion?

Elders Quorum duties

What are you presidents of elders

quorums, who bear a major responsi-

bility in this phase of the Lord's work,

doing to convert your men?
My suggestion to you is to ponder

and earnestly implement the procedure

prescribed by the Lord when he said,

"The duty of the president over the office

of elders is to preside over ninety-six

elders, and to sit in council with them,
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and to teach them according to the

covenants.

"This presidency is a distinct one

from that of the seventy, and is de-

signed for those who do not travel into

all the world." (D&C 107:89-90; italics

added.)

Teach them the covenant

Teach them the covenant. A
covenant is a binding and solemn

agreement between two or more parties.

From the beginning God's people have

been a covenant people. This modern-

day commandment to presidents of

elders quorums "to teach [their mem-
bers] according to the covenants" has not

been implemented as it should be.

No man who comprehends, be-

lieves, and lives according to gospel

covenants will be inactive in the

Church. When one understands the

gospel of Jesus Christ—which is the

Lord's new and everlasting covenant

—

and realizes that he himself accepted it

in the spirit world, fought for it in the

war in heaven, and entered mortality

pursuant to the Lord's promise that if

he here proves faithful he shall inherit

eternal life—anyone who understands

that has the needed background to

understand the covenants entered into

here in mortality.

Cause of inactivity

I am persuaded that failure to ap-

preciate the significance of the "new
and everlasting covenant" of the gospel

is the root-cause for the inactivity of

thousands of our Church members. If

you presidents of elders quorums will

"teach" your inactive members "accord-

ing" to the covenant and convert them,

you will have little trouble in teaching

the covenants entered into in this life.

Without such knowledge one has no

goal in life, no objective. Therefore,

other covenants have no meaning.

Recently I had an experience on an

airplane which illustrates this point. Sit-

ting by a stranger, I asked him what his

business was. After responding, he

asked me what mine was. This led to

my asking him if he believed he lived

before birth and would live beyond

death. He didn't know. He imagined

that he might have existed before birth

and that he might live beyond the

grave, but as to form and nature he had

no idea.

1 then reviewed to him the gospel

plan as concisely as I could, explaining

who we are, and where we came from,

and where we are going, and why we
are here.

"Marvelous," he responded, "that

would give a person a purpose in living,

an objective in life."

Precisely. That is exactly what it is

meant to do. The covenants we enter

into here in mortality are to help us at-

tain our objective of eternal life, which

is explained in, and made possible by,

the new and everlasting covenant of the

gospel.

Baptismal covenant

Now, the first covenant we enter

into here is the covenant of baptism. I

know of no better explanation of the

baptismal covenant than the one Alma
gave when he said,

"Behold, here are the waters of

Mormon . . . and now, as ye are desirous

to come into the fold of God, and to be

called his people, and are willing to

bear one another's burdens, that they

may be light;

"Yea, and are willing to mourn
with those that mourn; yea, and com-
fort those that stand in need of comfort,

and to stand as witnesses of God at all

times and in all things, and in all places

that ye may be in, even until death, that

ye may be redeemed of God, and be

numbered with those of the first resur-

rection, that ye may have eternal life

—

"Now I say unto you, if this be the

desire of your hearts, what have you
against being baptized in the name of

the Lord, as a witness before him that

ye have entered into a covenant with

him, that ye will serve him and keep his
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commandments, that he may pour out

his Spirit more abundantly upon you?

"And now when the people had
heard these words, they clapped their

hands for joy, and exclaimed: This is

the desire of our hearts.

"And now it came to pass that

Alma took Helam . . . and went and
stood forth in the water, and cried, say-

ing: O Lord, pour out thy Spirit upon
thy servant, that he may do this work
with holiness of heart.

"And when he had said these

words, the Spirit of the Lord was upon
him, and he said: Helam, I baptize thee,

having authority from the Almighty
God, as a testimony that ye have

entered into a covenant to serve him
until you are dead as to the mortal

body; and may the Spirit of the Lord be

poured out upon you; and may he grant

unto you eternal life, through the re-

demption of Christ, whom he has pre-

pared from the foundation of the

world." (Mosiah 18:8-13.)

The Lord considers this covenant,

this baptismal covenant, to be of such

import that he has charged us to renew
it weekly:

Sacrament

"That thou mayest more fully keep

thyself unspotted from the world, thou

shalt go to the house of prayer and offer

up thy sacraments upon my holy day."

(D&C 59:9.)

With the wording of the sacrament

prayers in our minds as we partake of

the sacrament, we renew our baptismal

covenant each week.

In addition to our baptismal cov-

enant, in common with all bearers of

the holy priesthood, we have entered

into another special, sacred, and most
important covenant: The "covenant
which belongeth to the priesthood."

(D&C 84:39.) This covenant is recorded

in the 84th section of the Doctrine and

Covenants as follows:

"Whoso is faithful unto the obtain-

ing these two priesthoods of which I

have spoken [he was talking about the

holy priesthood and the lesser priest-

hood], and the magnifying their calling,

are sanctified by the Spirit unto the

renewing of their bodies.

"They become the sons of Moses
and of Aaron and the seed of Abraham,
and the church and kingdom, and the

elect of God.
"And also all they who receive this

priesthood receive me, saith the Lord;

"For he that receiveth my servants

receiveth me;
"And he that receiveth me re-

ceiveth my Father;

"And he that receiveth my Father

receiveth my Father's kingdom; there-

fore all that my Father hath shall be

given unto him.

"And this is according to the oath

and covenant which belongeth to the

priesthood.

"Therefore, all those who receive

the priesthood, receive this oath and
covenant of my Father, which he cannot

break, neither can it be moved.
"But whoso breaketh this covenant

after he hath received it, and altogether

turneth therefrom, shall not have for-

giveness of sins in this world nor in the

world to come." (D&C 84:33-41.)

I used to think if that was the

penalty, it would have been maybe bet-

ter for me not to have received the

covenant, with that penalty over me, if I

break it. And then I read the next verse,

and it said, "And wo unto all those who
come not unto this priesthood which ye

have received." (D&C 84:42.)

Magnify your calling

I knew I had only one chance—that

was to receive it and honor it. From
these scriptures it seems perfectly clear

to me that to receive the holy priest-

hood and not magnify my calling in it, I

will fall short of eternal life; and that if

I fail to receive the holy priesthood, I

will likewise fall short. There is but one

safe course, and that is to receive it and

magnify my calling in it. To me this is

the meaning of the Lord's concluding

statement:
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"And 1 now give unto you a com-

mandment to beware concerning your-

selves, to give diligent heed to the words

of eternal life.

"For you shall live [you priesthood

bearers, you shall live] by every word

that proceedeth forth from the mouth of

God." (D&C 84:43-44.)

The New and Everlasting Covenant

Now a fourth covenant—we have

considered three: the "new and ever-

lasting covenant" of the gospel, the bap-

tismal covenaat, and the "covenant

which belongeth to the priesthood"—

a

fourth and perhaps the climax of the

covenants we should teach our breth-

ren, is the new and everlasting covenant

of celestial marriage.

The significance of these holy cov-

enants that I have just mentioned is

serious. They are of the "solemnities"

which the Lord directs us to "treasure

... up in [our] hearts, and let . . . rest

upon [our] minds." (D&C 43:34.)

The obligations they entail must be
met by all who are to receive the

rewards. We are individually responsi-

ble and will be held accountable for the

way in which we ourselves keep the

covenants we enter into, and we shall

also be accountable for the breaking of
covenants by others for whom we are

responsible insofar as such breaking is

the result of our failure to teach them.

"Wherefore," said the Lord as he

concluded the great revelation dealing

with the duties of priesthood officers,

"now let every man learn his duty, and

to act in the office in which he is ap-

pointed, in all diligence.

"He that is slothful shall not be

counted worthy to stand, and he that

learns not his duty and shows himself

not approved shall not be counted

worthy to stand." (D&C 107:89, 99-

100.)

God help us to live the covenants

ourselves and to teach those the Lord

has put under our charge and com-
manded us to teach, I pray, in the name
of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

President Marion G. Romney of

the First Presidency has just spoken to

us.

Brother Ripplinger will now direct

the congregation and the choir in sing-

ing, "The World Has Need of Willing

Men."

The congregation and choir sang

"Lhe World Has Need of Willing

Men."

Duties

The Lord has said it is, and I

repeat, "the duty of the president over

the office of elders ... to preside over

ninety-six elders, and to sit in council

with them, and to teach them according

to the covenants.

President Kimball

We shall now have the privilege of

hearing from President Nathan Eldon

Tanner, First Counselor in the First

Presidency.


