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Zion. Often their response is something
like this: "What does this "Zion" mean?
To which he replies, "Oh, don't you
know about Zion? Let me tell you."

Brother Sariva then introduces his lis-

tener to The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints. With this courageous

technique and in his zeal and love for

the Lord, Brother Sariva has brought

more than 130 souls into the kingdom
of our Heavenly Father.

Another "home front" soldier for

the Lord is a taxi driver. In his cab

hangs a sign which reads, "I Care."

Most passengers ask "What do you care

about?" This good brother then ex-

plains that he belongs to a church that

cares about people. If his passengers in-

quire further he accommodates their

interest by handing them a copy of the

Book of Mormon from the supply of

copies he conveniently keeps by his

driver's seat. This faithful member has

participated in the conversion of more

than 200 souls.

Work rolling forth

Yes, "the same spirit animates the

whole" today among the members of

the Church as they go forth in the

greater cause of the Lord. What a thrill-

ing time to be here in the earth! As we
see the work rolling forth, may each of

us become a part of its progress. May
we answer the call as valiantly as did

those who are responsible for the rich

heritage we enjoy. Through courageous,

faithful service may we bring forth a

fruitful harvest from the seeds planted

in the vineyard of the Lord. I testify that

this is the kingdom of God on earth and

that his chief steward and our prophet is

Spencer W. Kimball. In the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Rex D. Pinegar of the First

Council of the Seventy has just ad-

dressed us.

We shall now hear from Elder

Joseph B. Wirthlin, Assistant to the

Twelve, and supervisor of the Germany
and Central Europe Area.

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin
Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

My brethren and sisters and
friends, it is a privilege to be here in this

sacred place and to attend this inspiring

conference. The Spirit of the Lord is

here. I have felt it, and I am confident

many of you have felt it, for your

sustaining faith and prayers enhance

and magnify that divine presence. In

truth, we are come together for the pur-

pose of witnessing to the world that this

is God's church, that President Spencer

W. Kimball is truly a prophet of our

Heavenly Father. I am sure that my
father would have been thrilled today to

hear and to have seen Brother Lee sus-

tained as a General Authority. He loved

the Indian people as I do and you do.

And so we are pleased with this ap-

pointment.

Restless Spirit in Europe

These past six months have been

the most enriching and surely the most

uplifting and challenging of my entire

life.

We have observed a restless spirit

of searching today among the people of

Europe. Why? Because there is a gnaw-

ing hunger in the human heart that, if

not fed by the truths of the gospel,

leaves life empty and devoid of peace.

The hodgepodge of economic "isms"

advocated by so-called wise men of the
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world has solved few, if any, problems,

and has brought no real joy. Such
empty nostrums have led mankind to

seek worldly goods and symbols of ma-
terial power, blinding humanity to the

truth that only the righteous life firmly

established in the daily living of God's

commandments brings true happiness.

Anything less leaves the heart unfed,

with a yearning inner hunger—a hunger
which it is our mission to identify and
define and of which we should make the

people aware. I have seen in Europe the

fulfillment of the words of Amos, that

there would be "a famine in the land,

not a famine of bread . . . but of hearing

the words of the Lord." (Amos 8:11.)

There are a few simple truths that I

should now like to restate and reaffirm

briefly. My recent experiences have
caused them to loom large in my
thoughts.

Commnication by the Spirit

First, I know as never before that

there is a form of communication that

transcends the power of words.

Words? Indeed, they are indis-

pensable. But there is a great deal more
to understanding than the use of mere
words, as all history attests. An alien

spirit may reduce the clearest language

to naught but a medium of futility and
frustration.

This I have observed: There are no
language barriers in the Church. There
is a mighty power that transcends the

power of messages conveyed by words
alone, and this is the power of messages
communicated by the Spirit to our
hearts. In every land and clime the

sweet Spirit of our Savior communi-
cates to all who seek the truth, regard-

less of tongue or dialect. It is a universal

messenger to every heart in tune. I have

felt it everywhere in my recent ex-

periences, regardless of the prevailing

language spoken, and I testify to the

power and authenticity of such com-
munications. The Spirit is as operative

today in communicating the gospel to

all who seek the truth as it was on the

day of Pentecost anciently.

There is a striking description of

this miracle in the Doctrine and Cov-

enants.

"For it shall come to pass in that

day, that every man shall hear the ful-

ness of the gospel in his own tongue,

and in his own language, through those

who are ordained unto this power, by

the administration of the Comforter, shed

forth upon them for the revelation of

Jesus Christ." (D&C 90:11; italics ad-

ded.)

Power of the Spirit

What the power of the Spirit can

communicate beyond the meaning of

words is clearly seen in an experience of

Brother Peter Mourik, real estate direc-

tor for the Church in Europe. He met
with city officials, including the mayor,

to negotiate the purchase of the former

city hall. If it could be purchased, it was

to be converted into a meetinghouse for

the Church. The mayor of the neighbor-

ing German town was also present, in-

asmuch as a recent change in the

boundaries involved both communities

in the transaction.

The gentleman who introduced

Brother Mourik to the mayors and
officials did so in a spirit of levity. He
said, "I want to introduce Mr. Mourik
here, who represents this denomination

. . . this sect . . . this group." He finally

got around to saying "This church."

Then Brother Mourik raised his

hand and said, "Mr. Mayor, I object."

The mayor answered, "The meet-

ing hasn't even started. What are you
objecting to?"

Brother Mourik replied, "Before

we start, I'd like everybody to under-

stand who and what it is I represent. I

represent The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints, the only true church

upon the face of the earth today!"

This statement incited laughter.

Then the mayor said to the gentleman

introducing Brother Mourik, "You'd
better be careful what you say about

this church!"
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Brother Mourik thought that this

had settled the preliminaries. But the

mayor of the smaller town spoke up and
said, "I would like to say something

about this church. We have leased a

schoolhouse to them for over two years.

I have found them to be a very beauti-

ful people. I go to the swimming pool

on the school grounds quite often. One
night I found a special gathering of

their church members near the pool.

They were holding a baptismal service.

I sat quietly at the rear of the group and
watched. They sang a hymn. I thought it

was beautiful. Then someone prayed,

and when he said 'Amen,' they all said

'Amen.' I was impressed with that. Then
a teenage girl got up and spoke about

what Christ and the Church meant to

her. She was moved to tears. I, too, was
deeply moved. I was further moved by

the heartwarming sincerity, the oneness

and spiritual unity of these people.

When I went home, I said to my wife,

'Let's get more information about this

church. We need to find out more about

it.'
"

When the mayor concluded, Broth-

er Mourik said: "Mr. Mayor, you would
make a good bishop in our church," and
they all laughed again.

But the feeling in the meeting had
changed profoundly. The Spirit of the

Lord was there and was speaking to the

hearts of those present. So Brother

Mourik was impressed to say, "Since

the mayor has explained to you what

our church is about, I'm sure now you
understand why we need to purchase

the building at the lowest possible

price."

The Church bought this choice

piece of property at a very greatly

reduced price. This was accomplished

because Brother Mourik had the cour-

age to bear his testimony. This
testimony was accompanied by the

power of the Spirit, which inspired the

mayor to speak and which communi-
cated a favorable conviction about the

Church to the city officials. What the

Spirit communicates to the hearts of

men is beyond the power of words to

portray!

Miraculous ways

The second truth reemphasized in

my missionary life is that the Lord com-
municates in a miraculous way his pur-

poses to achieve. A new elder in Italy by

the name of Gary D. Shaw, in following

the promptings of the Spirit, discovered

this reality. Elder Shaw had been in the

mission field only two weeks when his

senior companion became ill, The el-

ders, as a consequence, had to remain in

their apartment all day. Elder Shaw was
moved by the Spirit and had a great

desire to talk to someone about the

gospel, so he picked up the phone book
in which more than three million names
were listed. He chose three. There was
no response to the first call. To the

second, a woman answered and in-

formed Elder Shaw that she wasn't at

all interested, and to make matters

worse, declared that she couldn't under-

stand his poor Italian and atrocious

mode of speech. On the third try, a man
answered. Elder Shaw introduced

himself and received a warm response.

The man said his name was Mabiglia

and that he would gladly receive the

elders. This he did. The appointment,

made so miraculously, turned into a

spiritually uplifting and inspiring occa-

sion. After the first lesson, Mr. Mabiglia

said, "How wonderful! I've worked for

two years in a bank located on the street

where the missionaries have done
street-board trading. Again and again I

have practically brushed them as I

passed them on the street, but I was too

shy to respond to them. Now, in this mi-

raculous way, I have met you." At this

point we should change the "Mister" to

"Brother," for after receiving the les-

sons, the man contacted by telephone

was baptized, and Brother Mabiglia is

now serving in the presidency of the

Naples Branch.

Discharge duties faithfully

In the lives of the Wirthlin family,

it all began over a hundred years ago
with my great-grandfather, Leopold
Wirthlin. He was born in Switzerland.
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As a young man, he embraced the

gospel and was promptly disowned by
his parents. This motivated him to make
the long, hard trek to the Salt Lake
Valley. Some years thereafter he re-

ceived a call from President Brigham
Young to serve a mission in Switzer-

land. He readily accepted. So that he

could go, he sold all of his possessions.

My great-grandmother sewed salt sacks

at a penny apiece to support her family

in his absence.

I should like to conclude with a

declaration of my great-grandfather as

my deepest conviction and join his

words and mine together as an everlast-

ing witness. Leopold Wirthlin said in

sincerest humility, "1 know that when 1

discharge my duty properly 1 feel

blessed, and that when 1 am negligent, I

am not happy. Therefore, as members
of the Church, we should watch our-

selves closely and see to it that we are

discharging our duties faithfully."

May I add to his words these of my
own: I know that God lives, that Jesus

is the Christ and that the Father and
Son appeared to the Prophet Joseph

Smith. Through him the true and ever-

lasting gospel was restored among us,

that we might attain the heights of a

glorious exaltation as the beloved chil-

dren of our Heavenly Father. To this I

testify in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin, Assistant

to the Twelve, has just spoken to us.

The congregation will join the

choir in singing "We Thank Thee, O
God, for a Prophet."

After the singing, Elder Eldred G.
Smith, Patriarch to the Church, will ad-

dress us.

The congregation sang the hymn,
"We Thank Thee, O God. for a

Prophet."

President Tanner

Elder Eldred G. Smith, Patriarch to

the Church, will now address us. He will

be followed by Elder Marvin J. Ashton

of the Council of the Twelve.

Elder Eldred G. Smith

Patriarch fo the Church

In the very beginning, God placed

Adam on the earth and gave him do-

minion over the fish and the fowl and
the cattle and over all the earth. Now
this would seem like an exalted position

for some people today, but even though
Adam had dominion over all the earth,

God said, "It is not good that the man
should be alone," (Gen. 2:18) and he

gave unto him the woman, Eve, to be a

companion and a helpmeet. Then God
gave unto them the first great com-
mandment, to multiply and replenish

the earth.

First family unit

We are not told how long they

lived in the Garden of Eden before they

partook of the fruit of the tree of the

knowledge of good and evil and were

cast out of the garden to start their

mortal existence. The point I want to

make clear is that God himself es-

tablished the first family unit. Marriage

is not an institution developed by man
which can be outgrown and cast aside in

the course of human progress. All that is

nearest and dearest in our lives is


