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She said, "I'll bet they get it

wrong."

Sure enough, when we opened up

the Church News, they had shorted us

two children. For your information, we
have a little Jane Marie and a Viki Ann
who came after Thomas, who was men-
tioned in the paper. 1 told Jean that I

would set the record straight.

But I can't say in words my appre-

ciation for my wife and my children.

Maybe just this: that I love her— 1 al-

ways have, and I always will and our

children also.

experience has been more with the

people of the islands. 1 would just like

to say to the quiet, sweet-spirited people

of the islands, my particular Ojh Atu

(heartfelt love). You have softened my
soul, saved my life, showed me the

meaning of sacrifice and love, and given

the incomparable blessing of faith.

I know that Joseph Smith is a

prophet of God, that President Kimball

is a prophet of God. I bear this testi-

mony in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Personal Testimony

Lastly, I would like to bear my
testimony that I know that our Father in

heaven lives, and, maybe more im-

portantly, I know that he loves us as his

children. I know that Jesus is the Savior

of the world. I know that he loves us.

He is our friend, with all that that im-

plies. He loves everyone. My particular

President Spencer W. Kimball

You have just heard Brother John
H. Groberg from Idaho Falls, former

president of the Tongan Mission.

It will be our privilege now to hear

Brother Jacob de Jager from Holland,

who was a regional representative of the

Twelve.

Elder Jacob de Jager

Of the First Quorum of the Seventy

My beloved brethren, what a glo-

rious occasion it is to make the personal

acquaintance, in my new calling to

assist in building His kingdom, of so

many worthy, chosen sons of our

Heavenly Father, of whom I know for

sure that Jesus said, "Ye have not

chosen me, but I have chosen you"

(John 15:16); and of whom the Prophet

Joseph Smith said, "Ye are they whom
my Father hath given me; ye are my
friends." (D&C 84:63.)

There is no doubt in my mind that

the Lord has brought us together here,

since it was revealed through the

Prophet Joseph Smith: "And he that is

faithful shall be made strong in every

place; and I, the Lord, will go with

you." (D&C 66:8.)

Life in the Church

We have come here from all

corners of the world, and I myself from

a small town in Holland where only a

handful of four members of the Church
reside. Therefore, 1 am sure that many
of you could tell an interesting story

about your conversion and baptism into

the Church; about your first contact

with the missionaries; and about the

three stages we all have to go through

when entering the kingdom here on

earth—the entry stage, the development

stage, and the stewardship stage— all

part of man's eternal progression from

the preexistence to the life hereafter.

The purpose of my being here

tonight is to share my testimony with
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you and subsequently to share my hap-

piness with you.

Because since the first day the

missionaries knocked on my door in

Holland; since the baptism of Sister de

Jager and myself in Toronto, Canada,

where we then resided; since I had the

great privilege of baptizing by the

power of the Holy Melchizedek Priest-

hood my own son and daughter; since

our marriage for time and eternity in

the Swiss Temple and having our

children sealed to us, our happiness and

joy in the kingdom have grown and

grown and grown.

And now, as a crown on the work,

so to speak, our son Michael is serving a

full-time mission on the island of Java

in Indonesia. He is teaching personally,

in his turn, to those wonderful people

over there, what we as parents and so

many faithful dedicated teachers have

taught him with love and patience

about the plan of salvation in all its

details.

When he left Holland to go to Java,

the island where he was born, we had
done what was in our power to prepare

him for the sacred calling of being a

missionary, as the Lord has com-
manded. For it is written in Doctrine

and Covenants, section 68: "And they

[the parents] shall also teach their

children to pray, and to walk uprightly

before the Lord." (D&C 68:28.)

How grateful and delighted we
were when we heard that by inspiration

he was called to serve in a place com-
pletely in accordance with a revelation

given through the Prophet Joseph

Smith: "Send forth the elders of my
church unto the nations which are afar

off"; unto the islands of the sea; send

forth unto foreign lands." (D&C 133:8.)

I testify in great joy and in all hum-
bleness to all of you assembled here

that the mission of our son, ten thou-

sand miles away from home, has

brought him closer to us than ever

before; that we at home share in the

blessings he receives from the Lord, for

his faithfulness and diligence in the

work; and that we are a happier family

because of it.

Prepare for missions

May 1 therefore remind and
encourage all fathers to prepare their

children to fulfill a mission as the

prophet of God has commanded.
Fathers know: "And whoso is found a

faithful, a just, and a wise steward shall

enter into the joy of his Lord, and shall

inherit eternal life." (D&C 51:19.) The
part of this promise "shall enter into the

joy of his Lord" is even given to us for

this life while we are here on earth. And
if we are faithful and just and a wise

steward now, we "shall enter into the

joy of [our] Lord" and Savior now and

prepare ourselves for eternal life. Now,
brethren, we determine where we will

be when we leave this mortal life, be-

cause when the hour of redemption has

come, the hour of preparation has

passed.

Shout it from the rooftops

I testify to you as a happy
Dutchman who found the gospel of
Jesus Christ as a Liahona in his life that

by living the commandments the joy is

ours today, tomorrow, and in all

eternity. And wherever you have come
from, shout it from the rooftops: "The
kingdom of God has been restored to

the earth by the Prophet Joseph Smith."

And if you suff"er from acrophobia

—

that is fear of heights—don't climb the

roof, but simply stay on the ground and
give your friends and neighbors this

same message: "The kingdom of God
has been restored to the earth by the

Prophet Joseph Smith."

As with the Liahona I have found
in my life, you can read concerning

ways of the Lord in this dispensation in

the Church magazines, and your
families and our family will be better

families because of it. These are the

blessings of faithful Latter-day Saints
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all over the world, bringing great joy

and happiness to their lives.

You who are Americans assembled

here have an expression which I have

learned, and it says, "Life is not all

peaches and cream." Although in the

season we have plenty of peaches in

Holland and cream enough all year

long, we are happy with the sure

knowledge that the Lord has placed us

on this earth as part of his great plan of

salvation. That is, brethren, what brings

happiness to us.

Testimony

In closing I bear you my testimony

that these brethren with whom 1 am
privileged to share the stand today are

men of God, that President Spencer W.
Kimball is indeed a prophet of the liv-

ing God to guide us in these the latter

days. I testify that these brethren who
are members of the Council of the

Twelve are indeed called to be special

witnesses of the name of Christ in all

the world, like the members of the First

Council of the Seventy have been called

to preach the gospel in all the world. I

love and admire them for the example

they set, for their friendship, and for the

way they teach us by the Spirit all the

things we need to do to return to our

Heavenly Father.

This conference will touch our

hearts and change our lives, and I bear

witness to you that your life will not be

the same when you return to your

respective wards and branches. We will

return edified, wiser, more sensitive to

the needs of others, and better equipped

with the knowledge we need in our

homes and therefore will be happier

and closer to our Heavenly Father. May
peace and happiness be with you this

day and always, 1 humbly pray in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

You have just heard four brethren

whom you sustained today as General

Authorities in the First Quorum of
Seventy.

Brother Searle will now direct the

congregation and choir in singing "The
Spirit of God Like a Fire Is Burning."

The congregation sang the hymn
"The Spirit of God Like a Fire is Burn-

ing."

President Kimball

We shall now greatly appreciate

hearing from President N. Eldon Tan-

ner, first counselor in the First

Presidency.

President N. Eldon Tanner

First Counselor in the First Presidency

My beloved brethren, 1 have

greatly enjoyed and wish to congratu-

late this men's chorus on the fine and

beautiful singing they have given us this

evening. Fve also enjoyed very much

the testimonies of the Brethren, particu-

larly these new brethren who have been

called, set apart, and ordained as

members of the First Quorum of the

Seventy.


