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truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ and

to the motivating leadership of our
great prophet, President Spencer W.
Kimball, and to the power and appeal

of his exemplary, shining life, and to the

divine calling of the Brethren, and to

the strength and nobility to be found in

the good lives of thousands of Latter-

day Saints throughout the world.

Wherever two or three of us are

gathered together, 1 pray that the Savior

may be in the midst of us because of

our righteousness, in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

We have just listened to Elder Jo-

seph B. Wirthlin, Assistant to the

Twelve.

Elder Robert L. Simpson, Assistant

to the Twelve and Supervisor of the

South Pacific Area, will now address us.

Elder Robert L. Simpson

Assistant to the Countil of the Twelve

My beloved brothers and sisters,

the gospel is true and we rejoice in that

knowledge. What a lovely sweet spirit

we have had at this conference. And
how wonderful and true all the

messages have been.

May I first of all bring each of you

the love from the people of the South

Pacific. And when you bring love from

that area, you have to carry a couple of

extra bags. I bring you that love and I

want you to know that these people are

filled with love and faith.

A sacred vow

We meet as di.sciples of the Lord

Jesus Christ. We love him, and we want

to help him in doing that which has to

be done. And Heavenly Father loves his

children—those who live now, those as

yet unborn, and those who have lived

and died. We can be part of that process

through our commitment.
The fifth chapter of Ecclesiastes,

verses four and five, states;

"When thou vowest a vow unto

God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no
pleasure in fools: pay that which thou

hast vowed.

"Better is it that thou shouldest not

vow, than that thou shouldest vow and

not pay." (Eccles. 5:4-5.)

Every member of this Church takes

upon himself a sacred vow as he

submits himself to the waters of bap-

tism. One day in seven, each Sabbath

day, we as.semble to renew that sacred

vow and commitment as we partake of

the sacrament.

Four objectives

I would like to suggest that as

Church members we keep four prime

objectives uppermost in our minds. All

four of these objectives involve people,

for his church is a people-oriented

church. Just as people were the main

concern of the Savior, so it should be

with each of us, if we are to assist the

Master in achieving his end result: to

"bring to pass the immortality and

eternal life of man." (Moses 1:39.)

Eternal life for the individual re-

quires priesthood. It requires priesthood

action; it requires conformity to priest-

hood principles. The four people-

oriented objectives in the life of those

who profess to call themselves members
of his church are these:

First, the obligation to prepare
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one's self and one's immediate family

for the presence of the Lord;

Second, the obligation to be our

brother's keeper and to lift other

Church members;
Third, the obligation to share the

most precious gift we have, the gospel,

with those who have not yet caught the

vision; and
Tourth, the obligation to provide

an opportunity of eternal blessings for

our kindred dead.

Personal Welfare

Please note that your own personal

welfare was first on the list, because the

last three great obligations can only be

accomplished from a source of strength

and confidence. The world has too

many cases already of "the blind lead-

ing the blind." Our source of knowledge

is light and truth. It is the word of God
in the beautiful framework of continu-

ing revelation. Truth and light must

indeed be received before there can be

a dissemination of it. The Savior pro-

vided living water to the spiritually de-

prived. We should strive for that ca-

pability also. Ours is not the role of the

book vendor who merely carries out an

exchange. As we convey properly, we
must give of ourselves. Truth travels

best on the wings of personal testimony

and individual worthiness.

The Lord said to Peter, "When
thou art converted, strengthen thy

brethren." (Luke 22:32.) And just as im-

portant is the response given the Lord

by Peter on that occasion, when he

vowed: "Lord, I am ready to go with

thee, both into prison, and to death."

(Luke 22:33.)

God's work and glory starts with

our preparedness. He counsels: "Let

every man learn his duty." (D&C
107:99.) It requires dedication: "Seek ye

first the kingdom of God." (Matt. 6:33.)

It demands conformity, the singular

way: "Come . . . follow me." (Matt.

19:21.)

Only after true conversion.

exemplified by a demonstrated willing-

ness to improve our lives, can we be

counted on as one standing on solid

ground, as one ready to respond to the

call, as one prepared to lift others.

Teach one another

Our second obligation is to be our

brother's keeper, to be our sister's

keeper, to seek after the lost sheep, to

teach one another the doctrines of the

kingdom.

I bear testimony to you that home
teaching is the divinely inspired method
by which we can best touch lives within

this Church. Right beside this tremen-

dous priesthood process is Relief So-

ciety visiting teaching. Paul had the

spirit of home teaching and visiting

teaching when he wrote to Timothy:

"And the things that thou hast heard of

me among many witnesses, the same
commit thou to faithful men, who shall

be able to teach others also." (2 Tim.

2:2.)

And now, listen to this, directly

from the Lord: "And I give unto you a

commandment that you shall teach one
another the doctrine of the kingdom."

(D&C 88:77.) This is not a mere sugges-

tion, but listen: "I give unto you a com-

mandment that you shall teach one

another."

I like the analogy I once heard

about home teaching. The speaker held

up a piece of Scottish plaid and sug-

gested that in our minds we think of

each color in the plaid as a separate

program of the Church. Then he asked

the question: "Which color is home
teaching?" The answer: "Home teach-

ing is not a single color; it is the total

fabric." Home teaching, properly car-

ried out, could well involve every facet

of the Church according to the varying

needs of each family. I like that! Too
often we think of home teaching as

"just another program." It can, and

should, be as long and as broad as the

entire Church spectrum.

Now, all four billion souls now liv-
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ing on the earth are very dear indeed to

our Heavenly Father. They, also, need

what you and I have. To see that they

have an opportunity to hear, and hope-

fully accept, is another of our important

responsibilities. Thus we help Heavenly

Father to further accomplish his work
and his glory—to assist in bringing all

of his children into the circle.

Missionary work

So, the third great objective and
vow that we have taken upon ourselves

involves these four billion souls. It

means continually seeking out and
teaching those who might be ready now.
This teaching is best done in an appro-

priate, orderly, and sincere way that will

lead to their unqualified acceptance of

gospel truth. The Savior said: "Go ye

into all the world" (Mark 16:15), and
we are going, some 23,000 strong. We
are now carrying the truth of the gospel

to some fifty nations. But even today's

effort is not enough, says the prophet.

Every single person in the Church
twenty-five years and younger should

be considered as a prospective
missionary and the rest of us should be-

come involved in training them, in

encouraging them, and in helping them
to save funds that they may be self-

financed as far as possible.

Area Conferences

During the recent tour of area

conferences in the South Pacific,

President Kimball was obviously im-
pressed as we met dozens of Indian
converts in Fiji. He recognized these

pioneers of their race as the possibility

for a future thrust into the masses of
India when the time is right.

The first hour of our Sunday morn-
ing session in Sydney was carried live

on national television into tens of thou-

sands of homes across Australia. The
talks were superb, and the choir sang
beyond their natural abilities. It was a

miracle that we were meeting in the

Sydney Opera House, a dramatic story

in itself Just in a word, the Sydney

Opera House is normally booked two to

three years in advance. There is an im-

pressive history of practically no can-

cellations. And less than two months
prior to conference time, there was a

cancellation that no one can really

explain—no one except the Lord, that

is! You see, it just so happened to be on

our weekend! The Lord moves in mys-

terious ways, his wonders to perform.

The possibility of a national telecast

was largely made possible by the acqui-

sition of the Opera House as the

conference location.

Listen to a few typical nonm ember
responses sent in from all over Australia

after viewing that telecast.

The first one: "Well, how real can

you get? It was simple and kind towards

the family tie, of love between one

another, even a little old-fashioned.

There was a spiritual understanding for

me."

Another person said: "Even though

1 am not a Mormon, I found a deep

sense of wisdom in this program."

Still another: "I learned more
about your Church from the address of

your president than any literature could

convey. I enjoyed the choir and the

message; great work."

Listen to this one: "What an inspir-

ing message I heard this morning. I was

only sorry I could not have watched

right through, but was going to my own
church."

And another person wrote: "I

would be interested in any literature

you may care to send—but no callers

—

yet."

And still another: "My heart is

filled with the love of God and
fellowmen after viewing your inspira-

tional telecast."

And finally this one: "If one could

imagine heaven, then these wonderful

people have given me a glimpse. I

realize now I am desperate for salva-

tion. Here truly must be the answer.

Help!!"
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The whole world is crying for help!

Isn't it thrilling to be a part of this

significant surge forward! There must
be rejoicing in the heavens as well. You
and I have a commitment to be
missionaries; and if that message isn't

clear, you haven't been listening!

Our kindred dead

The largest segment of Heavenly
Father's family that needs our help is

our kindred dead. To suppose that we
as baptized members of the Church can

turn away from our forebears is the

surest way I know of becoming ineligi-

ble for the ultimate blessings we all seek

so earnestly. The Prophet Joseph Smith
recorded this in the 128th section of the

Doctrine and Covenants as he wrote to

the Church members in 1842 under the

spirit and direction of the Lord:

"And now, my dearly beloved

brethren and sisters, let me assure you

that these are principles in relation to

the dead and the living that cannot be

lightly passed over, as pertaining to our

salvation. For their salvation is

necessary and essential to our salvation,

as Paul says concerning the fathers

—

that they without us cannot be made
perfect—neither can we without our

dead be made perfect." (D&C 128: 15.)

We seek exaltation. To achieve that

means perfection, and the direction is

clear. We cannot be made perfect

without our dead. We must seek them
out; we must do for them that which

they cannot do for themselves.

Many of us are coasting along

under the false illusion that now the

computer and the microfilm will do it

all for us! Though these modern
methods are essential and helpful, no
machine will ever be able to provide

salvation for any man unless that man
does what he must do himself. There
are no shortcuts to exaltation.

Brothers and sisters, save our dead?

we must—such is our commitment.
Carry the gospel to every nation,

kindred, tongue and people? we must

—

such is our commitment. Be our

brother's keeper and teach one another?

we must—such is our commitment.

Learn our individual duty well and

teach our families, as we overcome

petty weaknesses? we must—for such is

our commitment.

"Pay what thou has vowed."

Yes, it all starts right here with you

and me and the commitment or vow
that we have made with our Heavenly

Father, for he said:

"When thou vowest a vow unto

God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no

pleasure in fools: pay that which thou

hast vowed." (Eccles. 5:4.)

And this is my hope and prayer for

all of us, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Following Elder Simpson's talk,

the Tabernacle Choir sang "Reverently

and Meekly Now" without announce-

ment.

President N. Eldon Tanner

We have just listened to Elder

Robert L. Simpson, Assistant to the

Twelve and Supervisor of the South

Pacific Area, followed by the

Tabernacle Choir singing "Reverently

and Meekly Now."
We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Gordon B. Hinckley of the

Council of the Twelve Apostle, who will

be our concluding speaker.


