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for which the gospel was restored. This

will even save nations and the world.

We do it by uniting our homes and ob-

taining our blessings in the temple. We
do it by inviting others to accept the re-

stored gospel. We do it by extending

our hands across the spiritual spaces to

those many relatives who died without

the gospel. Those who destroy homes
commit a crime against eternity. If we
do not put our family together, Moroni

says the whole earth will be utterly

wasted at Christ's coming. (D&C 2;3.)

May God bless us to be saviors in the

Lord's family, rather than destroyers, 1

pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

Elder William Grant Bangerter,

Assistant to the Twelve, has just spoken

to us.

The Choir and congregation will

now join in singing, "Come, Come Ye
Saints."

After the singing. Elder Henry D.

Taylor, Assistant to the Twelve, will

speak to us.

The Tabernacle Choir was joined

by the congregation in singing the

hymn, "Come, Come Ye Saints."

President Kimball

Elder Henry D. Taylor, Assistant to

the Twelve, will be our next speaker. He
will be followed by Elder Bernard P.

Brockbank, Assistant to the Twelve.

Elder Henry D. Taylor

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

One of our greatest responsibilities,

and yet privileges, is the right to make
choices. Latter-day Saints firmly believe

in the principle of free agency.

We are here upon this earth and

possess wonderful mortal bodies be-

cause we chose wisely when vital mat-

ters were discussed and presented to us

for our decision.

The pre-mortal existence

Before the earth was created we
existed as spiritual beings. When it was

made known that an earth was to be or-

ganized, we were apparently very

pleased with the announcement. This is

evidenced by some very interesting and
searching questions that were asked of

Job by the Lord when he said: "Gird up

now thy loins like a man; for I will de-

mand of thee, and answer thou me.

"Where wast thou when I laid the

foundations of the earth? declare, if

thou hast understanding.

"Who laid the measures thereof, if

thou knowest? or who hath stretched

the line upon it?

"Whereupon are the foundations

thereof fastened? or who laid the corner

stone thereof;

"When the morning stars sang

together, and all the sons of God
shouted for joy?" (Job 38:3-7.)

We beheve that a grand council was

held to select one who would come to

the earth to represent us, and who
would atone for the sins of mankind.

Joseph Smith has given us the assurance

that: "At the first organization in

heaven we were all present, and saw the

Savior chosen and appointed, and the
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plan of salvation made, and we sanc-

tioned it." (Teachings of the Prophet Jo-

seph Smith, p. 181.)

The Lord revealed to Moses some of

the details of that grand council when
he explained: "Satan . . . came before

me, saying—Behold, here am I, send

me, [and] I will be thy son, and I will

redeem all mankind, that one soul shall

not be lost, and surely I will do it;

wherefore give me thine honor.

Then the Lord continued: "But, be-

hold, my Beloved Son . . . said unto

me— Father, thy will be done, and the

glory be thine forever." (Moses 4:1-2;

italics added.)

Abraham quotes the words of the

Lord when he said: "Whom shall I

send? And one answered like unto the

Son of Man: Here am I, send me. And
another answered and said: Here am I,

send me. And the Lord said: 1 will send

the first.

War in heaven

"And the second was angry, and kept

not his first estate; and, at that day,

many followed after him." (Abr. 3:27-

28.)

John explains in the book of Revela-

tion that as a result of Satan's anger:

"And there was war in heaven: Michael

[who came to earth and was named
Adam] and his angels fought against the

dragon [who was Satan]; and the

dragon fought and his angels,

"And prevailed not; neither was

their place found any more in heaven.

"And the great dragon was cast out,

that old serpent, called the Devil, and
Satan, . . . was cast out into the earth,

and his angels were cast out with him."

(Rev. 12:7-9.)

We understand that Satan exerted

such a powerful influence upon his

associates that one-third of the hosts of

heaven followed after him.

Free agency

Here we observe two different per-

sonalities and two different motives of

operation. Satan would have removed a

person's free agency and he proposed to

redeem all mankind by force, for which

he wanted the recognition, honor, and

glory. The plan of Jesus would allow in-

dividuals to make a choice between

what they considered to be right and

what they felt would be wrong, and
recommended that all honor and glory

would be attributed to the Father.

One has aptly said: "There is no end

to the good that can be accomplished

when we are not concerned as to the

one who will receive the credit."

Important decisions

As we journey through this earth life,

we have many important and far-reach-

ing decisions to make as individuals.

We especially realize that young people

must decide whom they will choose to

be their friends and with whom they

will associate. They must also determine

what they will do to earn a livelihood.

Young men and young women will

hopefully fall in love, and they will

have the privilege of choosing the ones

whom they wish to marry. They will

also determine if their marriage will be

in the temple. That is the only place

where they can be sealed for time and
all eternity.

Many more decisions must also be

made, but a person is not alone in mak-
ing these important decisions. Follow-

ing his baptism, preparatory for en-

trance into the Church, hands are laid

upon his head, and one bearing the holy

priesthood confirms him a member of

the Church and bestows upon him the

gift of the Holy Ghost, often properly

referred to as the Holy Spirit. If we live

righteously, the Holy Spirit will be our
companion and guide in making these

important decisions.

Prayer

Through the medium of prayer we
can receive a solution to our problems
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and know what decisions to make. Oft-

times as we pray we receive a strong im-

pression that the answer to the matter

we are considering is "no." Then again,

we can have the feeling that our answer

is right and should be a positive "yes."

On the other hand, we may not obtain a

clear "yes" or "no" answer. In such in-

stances the Lord has given us a formula

that should be employed. One should

ponder and study the problem out in his

mind, make a decision, then ask the

Lord if his decision is right. If it is right,

he can receive a burning in his bosom
and he will know and have the

assurance that his decision is right; but

if it is not right, there will be a stupor of

thought that will cause one to forget the

thing which is wrong. (See D&C 9:8-9.)

"Every Soul Is Free"

The words of one of our meaningful

hymns have great significance for us. It

carries this message;

Know this, that every soul is free

To choose his life and what he'll be.

For this eternal truth is given

That God will force no man to heaven.

He'll call, persuade, direct aright.

And bless with wisdom, love, and light.

In nameless ways be good and kind.

But never force the human mind.

Freedom and reason make us men;
Take these away, what are we then?

Mere animals, and just as well

The beasts may think of heaven or hell.

William C. Gregg, Hymns, p. 90

Choose whom ye shall serve

Yes, we do have the privilege of

making decisions. Will they be good
and be pleasing to our Heavenly
Father? Or will they be self-centered

and selfish?

Joshua, an ancient prophet, de-

termined that he would try to live

righteously, and after making this deci-

sion he proclaimed: "choose you this

day whom ye will serve; . . . but as for

me and my house, we will serve the

Lord." (Josh. 24:15.)

May we be inspired to make wise de-

cisions that will meet with the approval

of the Lord and be for our best good
and the blessing of our fellowmen. For

this I pray, in the name of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

Elder Henry D. Taylor, Assistant to

the Council of the Twelve, has just

spoken to us.

Elder Bernard P. Brock bank. Assis-

tant to the Twelve and Supervisor of the

British Isles Area, will now address us.

He will be followed by Elder Delbert L.

Stapley of the Council of the Twelve

Apostles.

Elder Bernard P. Brockbank

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

Before the second coming of Jesus

Christ, certain promised signs and
wonders are to take place, making it

possible for his Saints to know the ap-

proximate time of his coming. Jesus

said: "Now learn a parable of the fig

tree; When his branch is yet tender, and

putteth forth leaves, ye know that sum-

mer is nigh:

Signs of the last days

"So likewise ye, when ye shall see

all these things, know that it is near,

even at the doors." (Matt. 24:32-33.)

President Kimball gave this

counsel, "The leaves are commencing to

show on the fig tree." That is prophetic.
" What are some of these signs and


