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and know what decisions to make. Oft-

times as we pray we receive a strong im-

pression that the answer to the matter

we are considering is "no." Then again,

we can have the feeling that our answer

is right and should be a positive "yes."

On the other hand, we may not obtain a

clear "yes" or "no" answer. In such in-

stances the Lord has given us a formula

that should be employed. One should

ponder and study the problem out in his

mind, make a decision, then ask the

Lord if his decision is right. If it is right,

he can receive a burning in his bosom
and he will know and have the

assurance that his decision is right; but

if it is not right, there will be a stupor of

thought that will cause one to forget the

thing which is wrong. (See D&C 9:8-9.)

"Every Soul Is Free"

The words of one of our meaningful

hymns have great significance for us. It

carries this message;

Know this, that every soul is free

To choose his life and what he'll be.

For this eternal truth is given

That God will force no man to heaven.

He'll call, persuade, direct aright.

And bless with wisdom, love, and light.

In nameless ways be good and kind.

But never force the human mind.

Freedom and reason make us men;
Take these away, what are we then?

Mere animals, and just as well

The beasts may think of heaven or hell.

William C. Gregg, Hymns, p. 90

Choose whom ye shall serve

Yes, we do have the privilege of

making decisions. Will they be good
and be pleasing to our Heavenly
Father? Or will they be self-centered

and selfish?

Joshua, an ancient prophet, de-

termined that he would try to live

righteously, and after making this deci-

sion he proclaimed: "choose you this

day whom ye will serve; . . . but as for

me and my house, we will serve the

Lord." (Josh. 24:15.)

May we be inspired to make wise de-

cisions that will meet with the approval

of the Lord and be for our best good
and the blessing of our fellowmen. For

this I pray, in the name of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

Elder Henry D. Taylor, Assistant to

the Council of the Twelve, has just

spoken to us.

Elder Bernard P. Brock bank. Assis-

tant to the Twelve and Supervisor of the

British Isles Area, will now address us.

He will be followed by Elder Delbert L.

Stapley of the Council of the Twelve

Apostles.

Elder Bernard P. Brockbank

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

Before the second coming of Jesus

Christ, certain promised signs and
wonders are to take place, making it

possible for his Saints to know the ap-

proximate time of his coming. Jesus

said: "Now learn a parable of the fig

tree; When his branch is yet tender, and

putteth forth leaves, ye know that sum-

mer is nigh:

Signs of the last days

"So likewise ye, when ye shall see

all these things, know that it is near,

even at the doors." (Matt. 24:32-33.)

President Kimball gave this

counsel, "The leaves are commencing to

show on the fig tree." That is prophetic.
" What are some of these signs and
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wonders that shall take place in the last

days, prior to the second coming ofJesus

Christ?

"There shall arise false Christs, and

false prophets," the Lord said, "and

shall shew great signs and wonders; in-

somuch that, if it were possible, they

shall deceive the very elect." (Matt.

24:24.)

"Many shall come in my name say-

ing, I am Christ; and shall deceive

many." (Matt. 24:5.)

The Lord said:"Peace shall be

taken from the earth, and the devil shall

have power over his own dominion."

(D&C 1:35.)

Scriptural warnings

Many scriptures summarize the

signs and world conditions, the wars,

perils, and commotions of the last days.

The prophetic words tell of plagues,

scourges, tribulations, calamities, and
disasters without parallel; of strife, ru-

mors of wars, wars, "nation shall rise

against nation, . . . kingdom against

kingdom." (Matt. 24:7.) There will be

blood, carnage, and desolation. The
scriptures speak of the elements being

in commotion with floods, storms, fires,

whirlwinds, and earthquakes with

intensity unknown to men in former

times, of evil, iniquity, wickedness, tur-

moil, murder, crime, and commotion
among men beyond comprehension.

"For in those days," saith the Lord,

"shall be affliction, such as was not from

the beginning of the creation." (Mark
13:19.)

"All things shall be in commotion;
. . . men's hearts shall fail them; . . . fear

shall come upon all people." (D&C
88:91.)

"And as it was in the days of Noe,

so shall it be also in the days of the Son
of man.

"They did eat. they drank, they

married wives, they were given in mar-

riage, until the day that Noe entered

into the ark, and the flood came, and
destroyed them all.

"Likewise also as it was in the days

of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they

bought, they sold, they planted, they

builded"—the times were lush

—

"But the same day that Lot went
out of Sodom it rained fire and
brimstone from heaven, and destroyed

them all.

"Even thus shall it be in the day

when the Son of man is revealed."

(Luke 17:26-30.)

The aposde Paul was inspired to

give the following summary on the

status of man and the world in the last

days. He wrote:

"This know also, that in the last

days perilous times shall come.

"For men shall be lovers of their

own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,

blasphemers, disobedient to parents,

unthankful, unholy,

"Without natural aff'ection, truce-

breakers, false accusers, incontinent,

fierce, despisers of those that are good,

"Traitors, heady, highminded,
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of

God;
"Having a form of godliness, but

denying the power thereof; and then

he warned, "from such turn away." (2

Tim. 3:1-5.)

Speaking of these perilous times,

Jesus said, "The saints also shall hardly

escape; nevertheless, 1, the Lord, am
with them." (D&C 63:34.)

Important promises

However, in the last days the Saints

have very important promises from the

Lord. He said: "[I], the Lord shall have

power over [my] saints, and shall reign

in their midst, and shall come down in

judgment upon . . . the world." (D&C
1:36.)

He said, "Unto you it shall be

given to know the signs of the times and

the signs of the coming of the Son of

Man." (D&C 68: 11.)

"And, as 1, the Lord, in the begin-

ning cursed the land, even so in the last

days have 1 blessed it, in its time, for the
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use of my saints, that they may partake

the fatness thereof" (D&C 61; 17.)

The Church of Jesus Christ is never

again to be taken from the earth. This is

one of the great signs of the times—it

shall continue to grow and flourish and
cover the earth.

The Holy Ghost and the priesthood

of God will continue to be on the earth.

There shall be in the last days living

prophets and living apostles chosen and

called by Jesus Christ. The Lord
promised, "My disciples shall stand in

holy places, and shall not be moved."

(D&C 45:32.)

"Unto all nations"

This is one of the most important

signs of our time: "This gospel of the

kingdom shall be preached in all the

world for a witness unto all nations; and

then shall the end come." (Matt. 24: 14.)

The devil is doing all that he can to

hinder the progress of the message go-

ing to all the world.

Jesus commanded his disciples:

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,

baptizing them in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

Ghost:

"Teaching them to observe all

things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, 1 am with you alway, even

unto the end of the world. Amen."
(Matt. 28:19-20.)

"Zion shall flourish"

Of Judah and Jerusalem in the last

days the Lord promised, "Then will the

Father gather them together again, and
give unto them Jerusalem for the land

of their inheritance.

"Then shall they break forth into

joy—Sing together, ye waste places of

Jerusalem; for the Father has
comforted his people, he hath
redeemed Jerusalem.

"The Father hath made bare his

holy arm in the eyes of all the nations

[We have witnessed part of this.], and

all the ends of the earth shall see the

salvation of the Father." (3 Ne. 20:33-

35.)

"And it shall come to pass that the

time cometh, when the fulness of my
gospel shall be preached unto them;

"And they shall believe in me, that

I am Jesus Christ the Son of God." (3

Ne. 20:30-31.)

"Before the great day of the Lord

shall come, Jacob shall flourish in the

wilderness, and the Lamanites shall

blossom as the rose.

"Zion shall flourish upon the hills

and rejoice upon the mountains, and

shall be assembled together unto the

place which I have appointed." (D&C
49:24-25.)

"The poor and the meek shall have

the gospel preached unto them, and
they shall be looking forth for the time

of my coming, for it is nigh at hand,

"And they shall learn the parable

of the fig tree, for even now already

summer is nigh." (D&C 35:15-16.)

Saviors of men

Now is the time every Latter-day

Saint is urgently needed to be one with

Jesus Christ and to be saviors of men.
Of his Latter-day Saints, Jesus gave this

counsel, "For they were set to be a light

unto the world, and to be the saviors of

men." (D&C 103:9.) I repeat, "For they

were set to be a light unto the world,

and to be the saviors of men." The Lord
then added this warning, "And inas-

much as they are not the saviors of men,
they are as salt that has lost its savor,

and is thenceforth good for nothing but

to be cast out and trodden under foot of

men." (D&C 103:9-10.)

The Lord has spoken! Every Lat-

ter-day Saint is to be a Ught unto the

world and is to be a savior of men; and
if they fail in this sacred, soul-saving

assignment, they will be trodden under
the foot of men.

And again the Lord counseled his

Saints: "1 give unto you a command-
ment, that every man, both elder, priest.
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teacher, and also member, go to with

his might, with the labor of his hands, to

prepare and accomplish the things

which I have commanded.
"And let your preaching be the

warning voice, every man to his

neighbor, in mildness and in meekness.

"And go ye out from among the

wicked. Save yourselves. Be ye clean

that bear the vessels of the Lord."

(D&C 38:40-42.)

"The harvest is ripe"

President Kimball has called our

attention recently to an ancient
prophecy recorded in the Holy Bible

that tells of conditions that will exist

among the people in the last days. The
prophet Joel said, "Put ye in the sickle^

for the harvest is ripe: come, get you
down; for the press is full, the fats

overflow; for their wickedness is great.

"Multitudes, multitudes in the

valley of decision: for the day of the

Lord is near in the valley of decision."

(Joel 3:13-14.)

Today in most areas people have

more than they have ever had. Their

press is full, their fats overflow, wicked-

ness is great, and there are multitudes of

good, honest-in-heart people looking

for a sacred purpose and way of life.

This is true in the British Isles, contrary

to what we sometimes read. It has never

been better for most of the people than

it is today.

It seems reasonable and possible

that one percent of the Lord's children

now living on this earth would accept

his way of life and join his church if

they were shown his way by his Saints.

One percent would be ap-

proximately 36,000,000 and that is a

multitude of potential Saints. Yes, there

are multitudes, multitudes in the valley

of decision waiting to see the saintly

light that leads to divine perfection.

Every possible missionary that is in

harmony with the Holy Spirit is ur-

gently needed. We have many that

could still be called. May we that are

privileged to live in the last days be

valiant and let our light shine and may
we be one with Jesus Christ in helping

bring salvation to all mankind. In the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

Elder Bernard P. Brockbank, Assis-

tant to the Twelve, and Supervisor of

the British Isles Area, has just addressed

us.

We shall now hear from Eider

Delbert L. Stapley of the Council of the

Twelve Apostles, who will be our

concluding speaker.

Elder Delbert L. Stapley

Of the Council of the Twelve

As we approach the Easter season,

the hearts and emotions of Christtians

are mellowed by the sacrifice of the life

and the resurrection of the Lord, Jesus

Christ.

To know Christ

Shortly before Christ's betrayal, he

lifted up his eyes to heaven in a plead-

ing intercessory prayer for his disciples,

whom the Father gave unto him. He ut-

tered this profound statement: "And
this is life eternal, that they might know
thee the only true God, and Jesus

Christ, whom thou hast sent." (John

17:3.)

To know God the Father and his


